
 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 11, 2020 
 
"The Word of the Lord, thanks be to God!" 
 
This Sunday in our church family offers wonderful insight from Scripture. Please consider deep 
listening while the lector reads and jot down on your phone or note paper a word or phrase you can 
let soak inside you during the day, and week. The lector really does an important work for worship in 
the reading of God's Word. Listen today with the ears of your heart and apply to daily living. 
 
The most often quoted and favorite Psalm 23 is the great message that the Lord is our Shepherd and 
we need not want! Today in our Second reading from Paul's letter to the church in Philippi (thus 
Philippians) reminds us the "Lord is near" and as we pray the "peace that passes all understanding" 
is ours. Isaiah in the first reading offers encouragement "This is the Lord for whom we have waited, 
let us be glad and rejoice." Now that's a phrase I can meditate on and hold close all day/week. Amen. 

  
Introduction 

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In 
Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to 
others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the 
peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, 
and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the 
abundant life of God.   
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 Prelude 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep 
your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has 
made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and 
transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 
 

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory 
banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will 
be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation. 
 

 1 O Lord, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 2 For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5 the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
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 6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
 8 he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the Lord has spoken. 
 9 It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Psalm: Psalm 23 
 

You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5) 
 

 1 The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 
 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give 
thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and 
minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful. 
 

1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this 
way, my beloved. 
 

  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, 
my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
  8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
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Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not 
to be taken lightly. 
 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell 
those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated 
them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 
10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
  11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And 
he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, 
but few are chosen.” 

 
Sermon 

 

I have come in my old age to really start to dislike going into stores. It started a few years ago with 
the advent of the automated check out stand. It got to be that the little girl at my Kroger's saw me 
coming and went over and stood beside me waiting for the red light to go off indicating I had made 
an error. I can hear the automated voice, at Kroger's, every time I made a mistake. "You're an idiot, 
please don't use the automated system again!" Or, "move away from the automated line."  
 

It gets worse with every single store or gas station you go to when you go to check out and the clerk 
says the words I have come to really dislike: DO YOU HAVE OUR REWARD CARD? Or whatever it's 
called:  
CitiBank Double Cash Card 
American Express "Blue Cash" card 
Kohls Cash 
CVS Extra Care Card 
Target Red Card 
Barnes and Noble has a membership card for $25 
Nordstroms' Nordy Club 
Bed, Bath and Beyond has a "Beyond Program" 
Sears "Shop your way" loyalty program 
Office Depot ....Office Max Rewards 
Amazon Prime 
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Starbucks---download the app for free ....to get Bonus Stars 
Kroger Plus 
 

Loyalty programs where you are rewarded for spending money...either to buy into the program, or 
spend money on purchases to get discounts and rewards. You have to "do" something to get the 
rewards. Spend to get the discount, have the card with every purchase and track on a website.  
 

This is why we as Lutheran Christians gather every Sunday (or even every day) to bask in God's 
Word from Holy Scripture where a promise is offered. Nothing we can do to make God love us any 
more, nor any less. This love is a free gift, no tracking of points, no purchases to make, a free gift! 
GRACE 
 

Isn't that why God's love and grace and all the hope we can handle come together every Sunday for 
us in worship? Speaking of God's Word, the Bible! Many people are confused, maybe intimidated by 
the Bible.....Basic Instruction Before Leaving Earth!! (Review Bible). The Bible and the reading of 
Scripture is central to what we do in worship! We prep for this Word made flesh by Confession and 
Absolution, Kyrie (Lord have mercy), Prayer and then Word. After this we respond to the Word in the 
Creed, Prayers of the Church, Passing peace, Offering, Holy Communion and Sending.  
 

I urge you to have a "Spiritual Journal"  where you might write down things that are inspirational for 
you in the everyday, not always every day. And not just Bible readings, but bring your journal here to 
church and jot down some word or phrase, from a hymn, from a verse, from the prayers or sermon 
that touches your heart. Then you can meditate on that and hold it close.  
 

Today we have wonderful imagery in our Scripture (means "writings" where we get today's word 
"scribble"). In Isaiah the First Lesson we hear in the opening verse "O Lord, you are my God!" And in 
verse 8 the Bible says God will "swallow up death forever!" The Lord wipes away every tear and the 
Lord is the one we have waited for (verse 9) and then concludes today's reading with "Let us be glad 
and rejoice in His salvation!" 
 

Psalm 23 is the favorite Psalm of all 150 that are in the Bible. These were songs and poems back in 
Biblical times and are still sung, intoned in some places today. You can open up the Bible in the 
middle and find the Psalms. Select one randomly to meditate on it for the day. "The Lord is my 
shepherd" and the following verses are so comforting from our Psalm today. 
 

In the Second Reading from Philippians Paul urges you and I to "Rejoice in the Lord, always, the Lord 
is near!" See, that's the Good News, the Lord is near. No reward card needed, no set number of 
things to do to earn points! It's FREE and it's Good News for us today. Paul goes on to urge us to 
"not worry about anything" but to pray and then the "peace of God that passes all understanding" 
will be with us. Wow! 
 

The Gospel parable of Jesus is imagery that ALL are invited to the wedding feast or, in other words, 
to Heaven! Again, nothing you have to do but agree to receive this into your heart. Have faith and 
then live that out every day. Robert Schuller was well known for the Crystal Cathedral "Hour of 
Power" broadcast on TV and author of a number of books. He was interviewed by Larry King one 
time and asked that if he died and found out none of this was true how would he react? And Robert 
Schuller said 'I'd still rather live my life in faith and hope than to have none!" 
 

Probably the reward cards I use the most are from CVS and Kroger. Even then, the CVS Extra care 
card gets me coupons for mostly hair care products!! And the Kroger's card gets me so much off my 
purchases in the store but also at the Kroger's gas station. Isn't that cool, to put your card in and opt 
for the full ............$ .30 cents off the price? But, even then, on a 10 gallon tank that's about $3. 
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God's Word! The Lord Jesus.....free rewards program no matter what you have done, said, or thought! 
No key fob, no card to remember, no tracking online, a free gift to belong, follow, and it has a 
tremendous ending for the Final Reward! 
 

Amen, Pastor Doug 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We pray for bishops, teachers, 
church leaders, and all children of God as they invite others to your table of boundless grace. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, protect your creatures that are 
mistreated. Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, and still and running waters.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the efforts of diplomats, 
international peace workers, and world leaders who navigate conflict. May they proceed with 
dialogue and understanding, so that justice and peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary or ill (especially). 
Strengthen doctors, medical care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward appearance, remind us how you clothe all in your 
mercy. We pray for ministries that provide needed clothing and other personal care assistance in this 
community (local ministries can be named). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the heavenly banquet, 
comfort us with your presence. Assure us of your peace at all times. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
Peace 

Sharing of the Peace - “Namaste” 
 
 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to 
set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

Holy Communion 
(Please wait to partake of the elements until the Invitation to Communion after the Lord’s Prayer) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your 
glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your 
holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying: 
 

“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Joined together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer that Jesus taught: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 

 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the 
body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard 
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Blessing 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen. 

 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude 
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Families on the Prayer List 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd McKibban (Lisa) 

Dr. Richard Meiss 
Mrs. Terrie Messer, Tiffany, Dakota and Nathan 

 Ms. Toni Meyer 

Additional Prayers for Recent, Current, or Upcoming Medical Care: 
 Gil Mascher, brother of Jeanette Burbrink 

David Tryon, son of Mary 
 

Those with Ongoing Special Need of Prayer: 
Jerid Edwards, great nephew of MJ Lynch 

Ruth Tingle  
 

Remember to Pray for Nursing Home Residents and Shut-Ins: 
Lynn Bigelow Alton Dahl Thelma Jones Penny Kalk               Martha Larson

Norma Petraits David Royer          David Schmalz The Harrison  
 

Remember to Pray for those Serving in our Armed Forces: 
Michael Joseph Jerry Shake 

 
Calendar 

 

● Sunday, October 11 Worship 9am 
● Sunday, October 11  Zoom Holy Communion and Adult Faith Formation 7pm 
● Monday, October 12 Zoom Staff Meeting 10am 
● Tuesday, October 13 Zoom FBS 7-8:30pm 
● Thursday, October 15 Zoom Council Meeting 6pm 
● Thursday, October 15 Newsletter Items Due to Kelli Steurer 
● Sunday, October 18 Worship 9am 
● Sunday, October 18  Zoom Holy Communion and Adult Faith Formation 7pm 
● Monday, October 19 Zoom Staff Meeting 10am 
● Tuesday, October 20 Zoom FBS 7-8:30pm 
● Wednesday, October 21 Laundry & Friends 4:30-6:30pm 
● Saturday, October 24 FBS Trick or Treat Drive Through 5:00-5:30pm 

 
 

Announcements  
Remember: 

● While the weather permits, we will have outdoor services each Sunday at 9am. 
● Laundry and Friends are seeking volunteers. Please call MaryLee. 
● Reach out if you are interested in the digital service on DVD. 
● Prayer Chain requests now go to Joyce Yockey. 
● The Storehouse continues to accept donations. 
● Rotary Club is collecting books for prisoners - see Phil and your email for more info! 
● FBS Tuesdays at 7:00pm via Zoom 
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FBS HALLOWEEN FUN! 
Once again, we will have a drive through event for our special friends, on 
Saturday October 24, 5-5:30pm. *(Note-change of date) Please join us! We 
need volunteers to form a line on our sidewalk in front of the church and as 
our friends drive through we will fill their treat bags with goodies. It’s a drive 
through Trick or Treat.  
 
Can you help us? Please provide treats for 16 friends and show up to hand 
them out. Costumes are optional. And bring a sign to wave at them if you 
would like.  
 
Masks (for Covid) are required, and we will maintain proper social distancing. This will make it a safe 
event for all! Pretty simple volunteer gig, right?  
 
Also, just want to let you know that we will begin our 23 rd season with FBS on Zoom. We want to 
stay connected with our friends, and this is the best way for now. Please contact Suzy Henschen or 
Paula Cardoza-Jones with any questions. And thank you for your help! 

 
Staying Connected to Your Community 

On September 24, the IK Synod hosted an event titled Staying Connected to Your Community During 
Changing Times. Joy and Heidi shared lots of good information and many great ideas. For those of 
you who were unable to attend, the information attached should be helpful to you. You will find two 
resources: 
  

● Caring for Neighbors From a Distance 
● Eight Ways to Make a Difference - Without 

Leaving Your Home 
  
You are also receiving a flyer for the follow-up event on October 15 at 6:30 p.m. -- Increase Your 
Impact Through Collaboration. The Zoom link and call in information for this event is below. Nancy 
Nyland has also let us know that following this presentation, at 7:30 p.m., you will have the option to 
remain in the Zoom meeting and go into breakout rooms for discussion with colleagues. 
  
Here’s the Zoom information: 

● Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5891741600?pwd=aUpyWDlIdVZXa0VTNEk1VDFuclRvUT09 

○ Meeting ID: 589 174 1600 
○ Passcode: 246531 

● One tap mobile 
○ +13126266799,,5891741600# US (Chicago) 

● Dial by your location 
○ +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
○ Meeting ID: 589 174 1600 

● Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kAhYkRriv 
  
Please reach out if you have any questions! 
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