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If you’re just joining us today we are in week five of a series where we are looking at the 
values statement our church came up with a few years ago.  And the premise behind 
the series is that while people and churches are awesome at setting out on the right 
track, it’s a classic human trick to unintentionally end up not actually getting there. 
 
And we want to keep ourselves from falling into that as individuals and as a church so 
we are bringing these values up again so they can sit at the front of our minds. 
 
And so here’s the challenge, as we mention these things give yourself a grade on how 
well you are living them out.  It’s another classic human trick to look at the oaf next to 
you and say well, I might only be hitting 3 stars but for sure he’s no better than a 1.5 so I 
should elbow him in the ribs to make sure he’s paying attention.   
 
Don’t do that.  Grade yourself.  And do this, not to congratulate yourself or clothe 
yourself in guilt.  Do it with the intention of looking in the mirror that we talked about last 
week, seeing where you fall short, and then giving yourself to growing in godliness.  
Because we want to grow in godliness – right?  And it’s frustrating that this hasn’t 
happened as quickly as we thought. 
 
I mean let’s just encourage each other in the Lord for a second: put your hand up if you 
thought you would be further along in your growth towards Christlikeness than you are 
today?  You’ve come a ways but you thought you would be further.  Put your hand up.  
And just look around.  What a train wreck of a church!  No!  You’re not alone!  It’s okay 
to admit you’ve got more room to grow than you thought you would.  So look at yourself 
as we get into this today. 
… 
Just one other thought, if you are a member here, or consider this to be your church 
then I encourage you to be thinking about our church and how we can improve.  And if 
Jesus puts something on your mind about a way we could move closer to our values 
then bring it up.  Talk to Spencer or I about it, or bring it to one of our deacons or 
committee members.  We are in this together. 
 
So our values statement reads: “At Lighthouse/Fort George we seek to glorify God by 
being conformed to the image of Christ.”  And the specific ways we do that are by 
preaching God’s word with conviction – now we try to do that as a church, but we also 
do it as individuals.  You’re a preacher.  Every day you present God’s message to the 
people you rub shoulders with.  So how are you doing?  How are we doing with that? 
… 
Second, we participate in God’s mission local and global.  Again this is something we 
do as a church.  We support people who give themselves to Christ’s mission here and 
we support people who are going around the globe on mission for Christ.   
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And here’s the reality, we also work to equip you because a “missionary” is someone 
who has been sent by God to bear His image and bring His message, and that’s your 
call.  So you’re not a teacher or a realtor or a plumber or a retired person or a pastor.  
You are a missionary who is support by a secondary income.  We are all bi-vocational.  
So how are you doing?  How are we doing? 
… 
Third, we worship passionately.  And we do this when we gather and all week long – 
Jesus followers are worshippers.  Now here’s the reality, we are a pretty reserved 
church – you probably know that.  And there is nothing inherently wrong with having a 
reserved personality and – let’s be honest, a reserved skin colour – most ethnicities are 
way more expressive than we are.  But there are dangers with being reserved. 
 
So here’s one: when we look at the God of the universe who stepped off His throne to 
take on flesh and die in our place, and if our response is less passionate than we get 
when we dig into Thanksgiving dinner or watch a hockey game that’s a problem.  We 
should be as passionate as we ever get when we worship our God.  And if you aren’t, 
then you might not actually be looking at God – that’s a danger. 
 
Here’s a second: People like us can look around and worry others will think we are 
crazy or weird if we express some passion when we worship.  “What’s she trying to 
prove with her hands up or clapping or heaven forbid moving in a way that could be 
confused as white person dancing.” 
 
Friends, if our dignity is more important than God to us that’s a problem.  So no 
judgment, just look at yourself and our church.  How are we doing?  
 
Fourth, we value praying whole heartedly.  Again there are corporate and private 
aspects to this.  As a body we pray together in our services, and sometimes we do 
prayer vigils.  Is there room for improvement here?  Probably.  And what about 
individually?  Do you pray?  If you talked to your significant other as much as you pray 
how would your relationship be doing?  Grade yourself. 
… 
And finally we put the people around us first, both here at church and when we aren’t at 
church. 
… 
So do you feel the tension with these values?  I sure do.  I’ve got lots of room to grow, 
and so does our church.   
… 
Now the sharpening agents we’ve been using to push us forward in this are Jesus’ 
Great Commission – Go make disciples – and His Great Commandment – Love God 
and love your neighbour as you love yourself.  
 
And so two weeks ago we dug into what it means to love the loving God.  And last week 
we looked at the qualifier Jesus puts on loving our neighbours – we have to love 
ourselves.  And we defined loving ourselves as doing what is best for us, but not 
necessarily doing what we love. 
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And that’s because broken people naturally love broken things.  So the Bible says don’t 
accept yourself and what you naturally love because you’re not a cat, and loving sinful 
stuff like anger lust or pride isn’t who you are.  It’s a sin problem. 
 
So look in God’s mirror, find out where your loves lead you astray, and allow God, by 
His grace to change your affections so that you love the right Thing first.  Loving God 
first is how we love ourselves, because He is what is best for us.  So love yourself. 
… 
Now today we are going to look in at what it means to love our neighbour as we love 
ourselves.  That means wanting what is best for them just like we want for ourselves.  
So we want their prosperity in every aspect of life.  We want their mental health and 
physical health and spiritual health to soar.  And we don’t just want this, we pursue it – 
we help them get there.  That’s how we love our neighbours as ourselves. 
 
So let’s do a little discussion as we get started.  Turn back to the people you were 
facing and go through the three questions we’ve got on the screen.  Go! 

1.) What is your name? 
2.) What holds people back from wanting the best for the people beside them? 
3.) How does the world’s view of love and Jesus’ view of love differ? 

 
Alright, today we are in Luke 10, so go ahead and grab your Bibles.  I’m going to put the 
text on the screen, but I’m a huge advocate of “use your own book” if you can.  So Luke 
10 starting in verse 25.  Would you stand with me as we read God’s word?  Love your 
neighbour.  Hear now the word of the Lord: 
 
[Read Luke 10:25-37] 
 
Now this passage is driven by a series of questions.  So some translations say a lawyer 
comes to Jesus – but not someone who helped people get money out of ICBC when 
their camels crashed, an expert in religious law.  And he tried to trap or test Jesus – 
that’s verse 25.  And the question he asks is “How does a person inherit eternal life?”  
Which is a important question.  It’s “How does a person get saved.”  Think about how 
you might answer that question if someone asked you. 
… 
But Jesus doesn’t answer the question, at least not directly.  Instead he turns it back on 
the guy: “How do you read the law?”  And this is how we end up with the Love God and 
love your neighbour” line.   
 
Now there is something to note here.  We are in Luke today, but we’ve been in 
Matthew.  And Matthew and Luke remember this story a bit differently – that happens. 
 
And the differences in their stories enable us to make some interesting observations.  
So in Matthew the question Jesus gets asked is “What is the greatest commandment in 
the law?”  And He replies Love God and love your neighbour as yourself.”  But here 
Jesus gets asked “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
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And at first these sound like very different questions – what’s the greatest law and how 
do I get saved – but they get the same answer.  So that means they aren’t actually 
different questions.  So here it is: the whole point of the Law was to lead us into a right 
relationship with God.  And so the most important law and the path to eternal life are the 
same – it is through a relationship with God. 
 
And the lawyer nails this and Jesus congratulates him: “Great job!  Next?”  But the guy 
feels a little silly so he asks a follow up question in verse 29.  And that one results in 
Jesus telling a story. 
 
Now if you know Jesus you know that whenever He asks a question or tells a story the 
status of your soul is going to end up in the punch line.  And that’s what’s going to 
happen here to the lawyer, and to us, and our church.  So are you ready for Jesus? 
… 
Now when we start looking at this story we are at a disadvantage because we know it 
too well.  So for most of us have known about this story since Sunday school.  And so 
we get that there is a guy who gets beat up and left for dead and a couple religious guys 
who should help but don’t.  And then the good Samaritan shows up. 
 
And of course the rub of the story is that it’s the good guy that we generally would 
associate ourselves with, who gets beat up.  And its someone surprizing who offers 
hospitality and is the good neighbour to us. 
… 
So take a second to put yourself in a box.  What kind of person are you?  What color 
are you?  What kind of socioeconomic demographic does your family fit into?  Who do 
you naturally agree or associate with?  And then think about who totally sees life from a 
different perspective than you?  What political party do they vote for?  What issues are 
they passionate about?  Are you in a box yet?   
 
“Oh, I’m well rounded and unbiased.”  No, you’re not.  Get in a box.   
 
So if you are a moose shooting, gun toting, Oil Sands working redneck then that’s who 
gets beat up and thrown in the ditch and it’s a tree-hugging Green Peacer who loads 
you into their Prius and battery powers you to the hospital.  Got it? 
 
If you’re a religious, church attending, conservative then that’s who got beat up and it’s 
an atheist, pro-choice feminist who bandages your wounds and takes care of you.   
 
Or if you are an upper middle class, educated, whitey-tighty then that’s who gets beat 
up and it’s a non-white, drug addicted street person who loads you into their shopping 
cart and pays for your prescription out of their disability check and drug money. 
 
How shocked and uneasy would you be if someone like that helped you?  When you 
gained consciousness would you refuse any more of their help?  Would you demand to 
pay them back?  What would this do to your stereotype ideas of what people who are 
outside your box are like? 
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… 
Can we be real for a second?  All of us are prone to viewing people through 
stereotypes, and all stereotypes are wrong.   
 
“Oh no they’re not!”  Yeah, that’s what the guy in the ditch thought. 
… 
So there is all sorts of stuff going on in this passage.  There’s stuff about how the 
kingdom of God is totally inclusive and totally transformative.  It’s open to everyone but 
it transforms you on the way in.   
 
There’s stuff in this story about ethnic harmony.  It would have been so offensive to the 
Jewish lawyer to have the Samaritan be the good guy in this story.  Jews regularly 
prayed that God wouldn’t hear the Samaritans prayers or forgive there sins.  That’s 
some pretty big hate. 
 
There’s stuff about status here.  The priest and the Levite are high level religious folk.  
So this is a celebrity pastor and a Christian author walking by and not wanting to get 
their hands dirty. 
 
There is all sorts of stuff in this story, but at the core Jesus is making a very easy to 
understand – and yet incredibly challenging point.  Jesus says we are neighbours when 
we show mercy and compassion to those in need in front of us.  And we love them like 
we love ourselves when we want what is best for them and actively work to make it 
happen.1 
 
And on paper we all agree with that, and so does our church.  But Jesus isn’t talking 
about paper, He’s asking us whether we do these things. 
… 
So look in the mirror.  How are you doing with loving the people you rub shoulders with 
who have needs?  How about our church?  
… 
Now there is obviously a challenge here, I feel it.  I think our church feels it.  And we 
need to feel it.  And we need to not just look in the mirror and then forget what we look 
like, we need to let the mirror expose the idolatry of safety that we have: “I don’t help 
because I just want to stay safe.”  Friends, that is so Canadian and so not Jesus. 
 
Now I’m not saying be stupid, but here’s the reality: almost everyone who isn’t like you 
isn’t going to pull a knife and stab you – almost everyone.  So the fear of the other that 
our news sells daily and our culture feeds isn’t from Jesus.  Fair?   
 
So Jesus says your neighbour is everyone who has a need that you rub shoulders with.  
And the call is to love them like we love ourselves.  Now how do we do this?  Well, there 
is a reflective side to this and a responsive side to this. 
 

 
1 Last four paragraphs adapted from Matt Chandler https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-
library/sermons/love-of-neighbor/ (Accessed October 9, 2020) 

https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/love-of-neighbor/
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/love-of-neighbor/
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So first the reflective side.  We need to see that Jesus is the ultimate Samaritan.  Every 
one of us was beat up in the ditch when Jesus surprized us by offering us undeserved 
grace even though we were totally different from Him.  Nobody went seeking for Jesus.  
Nobody weighed the options and chose Jesus.  Grace always starts with Jesus.  He is 
the ultimate neighbour who left the comfort of His throne to bend into our weeds and 
wickedness and lend His hand even though He knew we would stab Him in the back 
and put Him on the cross – that’s us. 
 
And so the reflective side of this requires that we turn our face to Jesus and see Him for 
who He is and what He has done for us.  Because here are the facts: you can not give 
Jesus’ mercy and grace to people who don’t deserve it unless you’ve seen how He 
gave you what you didn’t deserve (and still don’t for that matter). 
 
But I don’t want to help people, it’s dangerous.  Friends, our natural tendency is to fight 
for our rights and protect ourselves.  But extending grace and mercy is different from 
that.  And that’s because Jesus didn’t fight for His rights or protection.  He fought for us. 
 
So reflecting Jesus means seeing Him and allowing what you see to direct what you 
unfairly give to the people you rub shoulders with.  So how are you doing with seeing 
Jesus?  How is our church doing?  There’s a reflective side to this. 
… 
And there is an actively responsive side to this.  You see wanting what is best for our 
neighbours and actively working to pursue it isn’t optional for us.  It’s obedience. 
 
The passage starts with the question “What do I have to do to be saved?”  And it ends 
with Jesus saying “Go and do likewise.”  That’s a command. 
 
Now this isn’t works salvation – love your neighbour to get saved.  But it is salvation by 
grace worked out. 
 
So grace always starts with God and comes to us free of charge.  But it transforms 
everyone who receives it so that everyone who has been transformed by Jesus’ grace 
gives grace to the people around them.  And so the way we and our church live with our 
neighbours is the evidence as to whether or not we have been saved. 
 
Now the first part of this transaction – Jesus’ grace part – is instantaneous, but the 
second part – our working it out – is a process.  So you aren’t going to look exactly like 
Jesus on day 1 and neither is our church.  So don’t beat yourself up.  But also don’t 
accept yourself and just stay where you are.  Paul writes: 

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a 

harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. Therefore, whenever we have the 

opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of 

faith. (Galatians 6:9-10) 

… 
So there is a responsive side to this.  Now just two quick ways to make this practical.   
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First, every one of us have neighbours or classmates or coworkers or family members 
who don’t love Jesus and so aren’t living in the abundant life He wants for them.  So 
how could you actively love these people this week? 
… 
We’ve been in COVID for 8 months, so what about writing a note or a card and saying 
“Hey, we are in the middle of some pretty crazy times right now.  I’m praying a blessing 
on you and your family.  And if there is anything specific you would like me to pray for 
please give me a call.”  And then put your number there.   
 
Now maybe they won’t call.  Maybe they will think you’re weird.  That’s okay.  Leave 
that to Jesus.  Be responsive. 
… 
Second, we live in a diverse city full of all sorts of socioeconomic levels.  And our 
natural tendency is to stick close to people who are like us and demonize the rest. 
 
After all people like that bring those problems on themselves – right?  If they would just 
work harder – like me – or surround themselves with good people – like me – or only 
put healthy things in their body – like me – then they would be put together like me. 
 
Friends, it’s natural to think this way, but it’s wrong.  And it’s natural to cross to the other 
side of the street when we see people like this in the ditch, but it’s wrong.  So this week 
prepare yourself to show grace and mercy to people who you would naturally avoid.  Be 
responsive. 
… 
A lot of street people come to the church, and there are all sorts of difficulties that go 
along with that.  I pick up more garbage and more needles and sometimes more poo 
than I would like.  But Jesus says “Whatever you do for the least of these you do for Me” 
and He’s right!  I’ve met Jesus in several of these interactions. 
… 
So this week, as I was writing this, one of the regulars came by and said to me “People 
are hard on me because I’m unsolveable.”   
 
And I thought, “Jesus, you’re brilliant!  This will preach.”  A big reason we have a hard 
time with street people is we can’t fix them.  If I give him $2 is he going to buy drugs? 
 
But friends, here’s the deal, we aren’t called to fix people, we are called to be gracious 
and merciful to people like Jesus has been to us.   
 
So here’s the challenge, if you go somewhere that you might see a street person this 
week prepare yourself for it.   
 
Put some change in your pocket and prepare yourself to spend a minute talking to 
them.  Wish them a good day.  Ask them their name.  Pray a blessing on them.  See 
them.  Love your neighbour – the person in need in front of you – as you love yourself. 
 
 


