
Our mission is to love God, to love our neighbour as ourselves,  
and to nurture and strengthen our Christian faith. 

SUNDAY, October 11, 2020 
   Presiding – Debbie Stockdale 

                                                                                                                   .                                                                                                                                                           
We gather as a Christ-infused Community of Faith 

SEEDS OF MEDITATION    

“Thanksgiving Day is a good day to recommit our energies to giving thanks and just giving.” Amy Grant 

“Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received. Thankfulness is the natural impulse to express that 
feeling. Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse.” Henry Van Dyke 

PRELUDE                

WELCOME 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES   

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Birds sing. Leaves quake. Thunder claps. Waters gurgle. 
Make a joyful noise all the earth. 
Children hum. Elders smile. Teens tune in.  
Shower soloists belt out praise. 
Worship with gladness;  
Gather in God’s presence with singing. 
We rise and we eat.  
We work and play and rest.  
We talk and we listen.  
All the while, God is with us. 
We are God’s people; come to life in God. 
We worship with silence and with joyous song,  
With listening and with speaking. 
Enter with thanksgiving and praise; 
For God is good and steadfast in love forever. 

Sing: “Make a Joyful Noise” (VU p. 820) 

Make a joyful noise all the earth!  Worship your God with gladness.   
Make a joyful noise all the earth!  Come to this place with a song! 

Know that your God has made you. Know it’s to God we belong. 



And come to this place with joyfulness and praise. Worship your God with a song! 
Make a joyful noise all the Earth …. 

Enter these gates, thanks giving. Enter these courts with praise. 
Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name. Worship your God with a song! 
Make a joyful noise all the Earth …. 

Ages through endless ages, Seasons of endless years, 
The love of our Maker ever shall endure. Worship your God with a song!” 
Make a joyful noise all the Earth …. 

TIME OF CENTERING 

The cycles of life continue. As we watch autumn unfold, we are aware of your presence in the changes we 
experience. We are reminded that life is ever shifting, never standing still. We are one with you and you are 
one with us. 

We are one.  We are one. 

Bring, Holy One, our hearts and minds together to give thanks:  

Creation gives all that we need.  Our feet are supported as we walk. In joy receive the gifts of life. 
We are one.  We are one. 

Cool waters quench our thirsty bodies, restore our strength. We give thanks for fresh clean water. 
We are one.  We are one. 

The plants, they grow and purify the air. They sustain all other life. We give thanks for the plants. 
We are one.  We are one. 

Insects, birds and animals inspire awe and joy. They are a wonderous part of the circle of life. 
We are one.  We are one. 

The winds blow and they refresh, bringing messages and strength. We give thanks for the winds. 
We are one.  We are one. 

We greet the sun which brings the light of each new day and warms our life. We give thanks for the sun. 
We are one.  We are one. 

Moon lights the night and governs tides. By her changing face we measure time.  
We give thanks for the moon. 

We are one.  We are one. 

The Creator, the Great Spirit, offers all these gifts and sends love all around us.  
We give thanks to the Creator. 

We are one.  We are one. 
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HYMN       It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker (MV #30) 

It’s a song of praise to the Maker, the thrush sings high in the tree. 
It’s a song of praise to the Maker, the gray whale sings in the sea, 

And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 
And sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 

It’s a call of life to the Giver when waves and waterfalls roar. 
It’s a call of life to the Giver when high tides break on the shore, 
And by the Spirit… 

It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; the bumblebees hum along. 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover, the summer breeze joins the song, 
And by the Spirit… 

It’s the chorus of all creation; it’s sung by all living things. 
It’s the chorus of all creation; a song the universe sings, 
And by the spirit…” 

A THANKFULNESS MOMENT: Creation 
…. 
We all say together: Thank you for creation! 

READINGS    

Worries Based on Matthew 6:25–33 
Matthew 6: 31, 33 
Words of Wisdom for the Autumn by Kimiko Karpoff 

SPECIAL MUSIC                      

A THANKFULNESS MOMENT: Relationships 
… 
We all say together: Thank you for relationships! 

REFLECTION    Recipe for Thanksgiving 

HYMN     For the Fruit of all Creation (VU #227) 

For the fruit of all creation, Thanks be to God. 
For His gifts to ev'ry nation, Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
Thanks be to God. 
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In the just reward of labor, God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God's will is done. 
In our world-wide task of caring 
For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 

For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us, 
Thanks be to God. 

A THANKFULNESS MOMENT: Faith 
…. 

We all say together: Thank you for faith! 

PRAYERS OF OUR HEARTS 
…  

And now we sing together the prayer of Jesus: (VU p. 960) 

    Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name; 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Card Connections – Our pastoral care committee is starting a project to connect with those in our church 
family who don’t have the technology to connect with us via Zoom or email. If you would like to be part of this 
project here are some ways to participate: 

• Card makers – donate cards (blank or thinking of you).  
• Writers – We are looking for a team to write these cards. We will offer guidance re what to say. The 

church will cover postage. 
• Everyone – if you know someone whose life would be brightened with a card, let us know. 

Call the church office or email pastoralcare@sduc.ca 

BLESSING            
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SUNG BENEDICTION God, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (VU #425) 

God, dismiss us with Your blessing; 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, your love possessing, 
Triumph in redeeming grace: 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 
Travelling through this wilderness. 

Thanks we give, and adoration 
For your gospel's joyful sound: 
May the fruits of your salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound! 
May your presence, may your presence 
With us evermore be found! 

POSTLUDE  
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