
 



St. Laurence, Coquitlam 
October 11, 2020 at 9:30 am 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

Gathering of the Community 
All are warmly welcomed to our worship.  

                                                        
  “Dressing well is a form of good manners.” 
        – Tom Ford 

Call to Worship  

Presider:   Come all who are weary 
All:    of wealth, of poverty, of power, of struggle, of   
  division 

Presider:   Come all who are heavy-laden 
All:    with too much, with too little, with anxiety, with   
  fear, with anger 

Presider:   Come all who have hope 
All:   for liberation, for peace, for freedom, for the   
  kingdom 

Presider:   Hear these words 
All:    “See, I am making all things new.” 
   from I Am Making All Things New, written by  Rosie Venner.  
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Hymn       Let All Things Now Living 
 1.  Let all things now living 
       A song of thanksgiving 
      To God our Creator triumphantly raise; 
      Who fashioned and made us,   
      Protected and stayed us,  
      By guiding us on to the end of our days.  
      God's banners are o'er us,   
      Pure light goes before us,  
      A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 
      Till shadows have vanished   
      And darkness is banished,  
      As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 2.  His law he enforces,   
      The stars in their courses,  
      The sun in its orbit obediently shine, 
      The hills and the mountains,   
      The rivers and fountains,  
      The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.  
      We, too, should be voicing   
      Our love and rejoicing  
      With glad adoration, a song let us raise:  
      Till all things now living   
     Unite in thanksgiving,  
      To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
         Music & Lyrics: Katherine K. Davis  Tune: Traditional Welsh melody with harmonization and descant by © 1939,  
  1966, E.C. Schirmer Music Co.  Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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Reading   Isaiah 25:1-9     

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for 
you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and 
sure. 2For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the 
palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. 3Therefore 
strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
4For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their 
distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When 
the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of 
aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of 
clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.  

6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast 
of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with 
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this 
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is 
spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 8Then the 
Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of 
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has 
spoken.  

9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for 
him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have 
waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  
NRSV Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of                

Christ in theUnited States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Psalm 23 

 1. The Lord's my Shepherd I'll not want  
 He makes me lie in pastures green  
 He leads me by the still still waters  
 His goodness restores my soul  

 Refrain: 
 And I will trust in You alone  
 And I will trust in You alone  
 For Your endless mercy follows me  
 Your goodness will lead me home  

 2. He guides my ways in righteousness  
 And He anoints my head with oil  
 And my cup it overflows with joy  
 I feast on His pure delights    Refrain 

 3. And though I walk the darkest path  
 I will not fear the evil one  
 For You are with me  
 And Your rod and staff  
 Are the comfort I need to know     Refrain 
Contributor: Stuart Townend  © 1996, Thankyou Music (Getty Music Hymns and Songs)  
                       All rights reserved.  Music License: CCLI  B-11472891. 

Gospel Reading   

Reader  May God be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ    
  according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Gospel       Matthew 22:1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for 
his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the 
wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have 
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and 
killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go 
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall 
was filled with guests. 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, 
he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and 
he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.”  

Reader  The Gospel of Christ. 
All                  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.    

Homily         The Reverend Eric Mason 
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Prayers of the People 
 Let us pray to the Lord, 
 who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 For the health and well-being of our nation, 
 that all who are fearful and anxious 
 may be at peace and free from worry: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 

 For the isolated and housebound, 
 that we may be alert to their needs, 
 and care for them in their vulnerability: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
 For our homes and families, 
 our schools and young people, 
 and all in any kind of need or distress: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 
 For a blessing on our local community, 
 that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and friendship, 
 where all are known and cared for: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 

 I invite you to offer your own prayers and petitions:  
  
                (A moment of silence) 

 Faithful God, we commend ourselves, and all for whom we   
 pray, to your steadfast love, healing and protection. 
 Merciful One,  

 Accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.    Amen. 
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Hymn     Praise God for the Harvest of Orchard and Field 

 1. Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field, 
     praise God for the people who gather their yield, 
     the long hours of labor, the skills of a team, 
     the patience of science, the power of machine. 

 2. Praise God for the harvest that comes from afar, 
     from market and harbor, the sea and the shore: 
     foods packed and transported, and gathered and grown 
     by God-given neighbors, unseen and unknown. 

 3. Praise God for the harvest that's quarried and mined, 
     selected and smelted, or shaped and refined: 
     for oil and iron, for copper and coal, 
     praise God, who in love has provided them all. 

 4. Praise God for the harvest of science and skill, 
     the urge to discover, create, and fulfill: 
     for plans and inventions that promise to gain 
     a future more hopeful, a world more humane. 

 5. Praise God for the harvest of mercy and love 
     from leaders and peoples who struggle and serve 
     with patience and kindness, that all may be led 
     to freedom and justice, and all may be fed. 
          Contributors: Brian Wren  Text: © 1978, Hope Publishing Company   Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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The Blessing 

Presider May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, 
 and of Jesus born of our sister Mary,  
 and of the Holy Spirit who broods over creation  
 as a mother over her children, 
 be upon us and remain with us always.   Amen. 
                                

Dismissal  
      Love wholeheartedly. 
      Live as you were created. 
      Be God’s people in our fragmented world.    Amen.            
               by Tim Graves and posted on LiturgyBits. https://liturgybits.wordpress.com 
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 Party Dress
                         “Friend, what are you doing here  
                           not dressed for a wedding?”  
                                               —Matthew 22.12  
 

God has married us,  
and this life is a party,  
a celebration of God's loving faithfulness to us,  
and you're invited—actually, dragged in—  
not because you're on some short list,  
but because you're alive.   
Like it or not, here you are.  

 
But, look.  It's not so serious.  
It's for joy!  
It's a celebration of love, this life.  
Are you ready to party?  
Are you prepared to rejoice?  
Are you dressed for it? 
It doesn't have to be your best dress.  
But dress like you care  
and aren't just here to snarf the free food.  

 
Forget all the reasons not to;  
be committed to celebrate,  
to practice gratitude, humility, and respect,  
to honor the love of God.  
Put on something nice—  
but something you can dance in. 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes  
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News and Notes

October 11, 2020


For more information on St. Laurence and upcoming activities  
visit the parish website at www.saintlaurence.ca

 Fall Clean Up 
Is being planned for November 14th. 

from 10 am to 12 noon. 

Due to COVID, we will ask you to 
bring your own lunch  

and a chair. 

Please phone Juley Biddlecombe at 
the church office if  

you can come out to help. 
Please bring a wheelbarrow if you 
can, a hoe and if anyone has a long 

handled hedge trimmer. 

Thank you! 

Terry Newell

"Coffee/Tea Volunteers 
Needed

Social Hour 

If you enjoy socializing after 
the service, would you please 

consider taking a turn to 
make/serve the coffee/tea.   

A sign-up sheet can be found 
in the hall.   

An email will be send as a  

!  
to you during the week prior, 

accompanied  
by a list of the duties 

involved.  
Thank you!!
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Reconciliation

Truth and reconciliation. Missing and murdered indigenous women. 
Territorial sovereignty and pipe lines.  Land acknowledgements before 
government, civic and religious functions.  

Being Canadian in the 21st century requires some understanding of the 
history and relationship between indigenous people and those who have 
settled here from other places.  Some of us at St. Laurence have 
experience and understanding of these issues, others have some 
knowledge but don’t really feel knowledgeable, and others of us don’t 
have a clue as to what’s really going on. It’s not a conversation we have 
very often here at St. Laurence.   Yet it’s a conversation our children and 
grandchildren are very familiar with. 

One thing we do talk about is reconciliation.  It’s a central theme in our 
faith and spirituality.  We live in a moment where reconciliation between 
Indigenous and Settler is a big topic in our culture.  We would like to help 
equip ourselves for that conversation, and grow spiritually in the process. 

So join us as we watch a few key videos, share our reactions, talk about 
what we are learning, and accompany each other on our own spiritual 
journeys.  We will do this from 7:30pm-9pm via ZOOM on:

Thursday October 22:  Doctrine of Discovery 2:  Seeds of Change

Thursday November 5:  Reconciliation

Brought to you by Issues and Actions.  

For questions and registration contact:   Eric Mason at 
ericmason@saintlaurence.ca

mailto:ericmason@saintlaurence.ca
mailto:ericmason@saintlaurence.ca

