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Today we celebrate Harvest Thanksgiving - the day we take a moment to give thanks for the abundance all 
around us. We say “harvest” thanksgiving, and that conjures up images of horns-of-plenty, overflowing dinner 
tables, and gravy on everything; but that which we harvest is not always food. Being that we aren’t all farmers, 
what we harvest, for which we are thankful, might look like being able to enjoy the company of family and loved 
ones, being safe from a weird virus, having a job, being able to do the things you like to do, gathering to pray 
with your church family, or simply having enough of what you need. Even in the midst of difficult times, we have 
much for which we can say thank you. 
 
Thank you is such a common term. We see and hear it everywhere, and while it’s a simple enough phrase to 
say, it’s able to carry quite a heavy load of feeling in it. I’m reminded of the 1998 song by Canadian singer Alanis 
Morissette titled “Thank U.” 
 
Following her massive success with the 1995 album “Jagged Little Pill,” Morissette released “Supposed Former 
Infatuation Junkie,” on which the song “Thank U” appeared. In a striking contrast to the angry persona she 
presented in “Jagged Little Pill,” “Thank U” portrayed a very different person. In September of 1997 Morissette 
spoke with MTV about the time between these two recordings. She said, “Basically, I had never stopped in my 
whole life, hadn't taken a long breath, and I took a year and a half off and basically learned how to do that. When 
I did stop and I was silent and I breathed... I was just left with an immense amount of gratitude, and inspiration, 
and love, and bliss, and that's where the song came from.”  
 
The lyrics in her song express, not anger, but thankfulness for the hard things that led to powerful changes for 
good in her life. For all of these hard things she sings the refrain, “Thank you terror, thank you disillusionment, 
thank you frailty, thank you consequence. Thank you, thank you silence.” 
 
I don’t know much about the music industry, but I do know it’s very stressful. Creating, recording, production, 
touring, always trying to follow up hit after hit, all of it can wear anyone down. I also know that sometimes it takes 
a breakdown for healthy change to happen. Morissette’s “Thank U” was a way of expressing her thanksgiving 
for the good that can come from struggles and hardships that lead us to discover how to approach life with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Thank you, adversity. Thank you, Alanis. Thank you, thank you, songs that stick in your head. 
 
There are lots of things like that to be thankful for in the scripture lessons for today.  In each of the readings we 
see the gifts of renewal after difficulties, and a deep appreciation of life experiences - yes, even the bad ones. 
There is much for which to be thankful, and today we get to gain a new understanding of it in Biblical terms.  
 
In our first lesson we encounter the Israelites once again in another very tense situation. Moses has gone to 
confer with the Lord in a place far from the people. He’s gone for longer than they expected, and they start to 
get nervous. To soothe their anxiety over Moses’s delayed return, Aaron gathers all the people around to make 
a golden calf. It’s a lot of work to cast a metal statue. It required everyone to bring their golden jewelry to a giant 
crucible, and build a fire hot enough to melt it, and then a casting; and for what? They end up creating a useless 
statue that angers God, and puts Aaron in a bad position; and now Moses has to convince God not to kill them 
all. What a predicament! 
 
The Israelites didn’t have to do all that work. They were still God’s chosen people; still headed toward the 
Promised Land. There were more productive things they could have put their time and energy toward. Instead 
they incurred the wrath of God.  
 
In the first reading we learn the lesson of what happens when we let our anxieties get the better of us. We learned 
- the hard way - the benefits of patience, calmness, and not allowing our anxieties make our decisions for us. 
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Thank you, anxiety. Thank you, overfunctioning. Thank you, thank you, misplaced efforts. 
 
In Paul’s epistle to the Philippians, he asks the community to support the women who have struggled beside him 
in the work of the gospel. Something is going on between Euodia and Syntyche that seems to be putting them 
at cross-purposes. We know from all of his letters, that Paul’s ministry is frequently dangerous. If he isn’t being 
jailed, he’s being beaten by the authorities; or negotiating peace between members of his own communities. 
There’s conflict a-plenty in the epistles. It’s challenging enough to preach Jesus Christ in the city square without 
adding in-fighting and quarreling to the difficulties. One could reasonably wonder how Christianity ever got off 
the ground under such circumstances! Even knowing all of this, Paul says, “Keep on doing the things that you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me.” Keep on doing the work of sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ - even when it’s challenging, and you disagree, and you want to go your separate ways. The reign 
of God is near, and there is enough love in the kingdom of heaven for everyone. Don’t give up. 
 
You know what? Paul was right. For all the opposition Christians have faced, both within and without the Church, 
the love of God continues to sustain us. We never know what we’re really made of until we’re faced with 
challenging times that truly test us. We come out better people in the end because of the love of Jesus that we 
share, and the lessons of resilience that we learn along the way. 
 
Thank you, struggle. Thank you, challenges. Thank you, thank you, conflict. 
 
Now we come to the Gospel. Jesus paints another picture for us of the kingdom of heaven. This one is particularly 
troubling. Typically when we think of the kingdom of heaven, we think about the restoration of all people. The 
lame walk and the blind see. Justice comes and the last shall be first. That’s not what happens here. Jesus 
describes the kingdom of heaven as a king who is perpetually disappointed. 
 
In this example, the kingdom of heaven is not about the banquet. We often equate the kingdom of heaven with 
the great heavenly banquet, and the framework for this parable calls that to mind. But in this instance, the 
banquet is secondary to Jesus’ point. While the banquet may be the goal, there’s a whole lot that goes on prior 
to reaching that goal. It’s to these things that we ought to pay attention. Bear in mind that it’s the path to the goal 
is what gets the most description from Jesus. That’s where the wisdom is.  
 
It’s tempting to introduce this parable as “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king,” and stop there. 
But there’s another part to that sentence. It may be about a king, but it’s about a king in the context of other 
things. This parable is about the importance of continually widening our field of vision and honing our appreciation 
of all the opportunities around us - not just the few we see immediately, or the ones we desire most. Consider 
for a moment: in this story the king is not God. It’s us. The kingdom isn’t about the perfect dinner party. It’s our 
ability to overcome disappointments and keep moving toward our goal. Along the way we discover more about 
ourselves and the contexts in which we live. 
 
In the end the king gets his banquet - although it’s certainly not what he originally thought it would be. Was the 
king aware of all the people in the streets - all the people right under his nose? Did he think there were only a 
few select people worth inviting? We are often caught in the trap of our own expectations and assumptions. 
Sometimes we all get so busy we simply don’t have the bandwidth to see beyond what’s right in front of us. 
When we’re disappointed, by necessity we widen our scope. In doing so we discover possibilities we hadn’t 
considered before. There’s more than one way to reach a goal. Sometimes it takes a big disappointment to find 
a new path forward.  
 
What you imagine the kingdom of heaven to be today, might look very different when you finally arrive. The 
process of getting there is where Jesus spends the most time in this teaching. It’s the process of moving toward 
that goal where we learn the most. And the process of living, as you know, is filled with disappointments; 
redirects, restarts, and readjustments to reach the goals we desire. And it’s a good thing too - because new 
goals typically reveal something much richer that we could have imagined before we were disappointed. 
 
Thank you, discouragement. Thank you, restarts. Thank you, thank you, disappointments. 
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This past July, I watched the Canada Day celebrations on TV, and the big artist to perform was Alanis Morissette. 
Of all the songs in her rep that could have echoed our frustrations with what’s happening in the world, the 
unfairness, the irony, she chose to sing “Thank U.” Broadcasting with her band from all their various living rooms, 
she performed a song about gratitude to a nation under lock and key. It makes one wonder if she’s pointing to 
something valuable in these difficult times for which we might consider being grateful.  
 
In the lectionary readings for today, we see how the process of moving toward the kingdom of heaven always 
presents challenges. We learn from the misplaced efforts and conflicts of our ancestors, and have become better 
people for it. Like all those who came before us, we get to choose how we’ll deal with the redirects, the restarts, 
and the readjustments that circumstances demand. We know the kingdom of heaven is best reached as a 
community - whether that community is a whole nation or two friends. 
 
My sisters and brothers, and non-binary siblings in Christ, we will overcome this latest crisis on the path to the 
kingdom of heaven. I hope that on the other side of this we will find gratitude for what it will demand from us. 
Until then, even while we’re in the midst of it all, there is still much for which we can give thanks. 
 
Thank you, inconsistency. Thank you, failures. Thank you, thank you, love of God that hasn’t changed one bit. 
 
Thank you parish, that always finds ways to stay connected. Thank you Parish Council, that helps lead us all 
well. Thank you, thank you guests and visitors, who still come to St. John the Divine to find the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
That’s a lot of good news. Happy thanksgiving. 
 


