
An Attitude of Gratitude 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says “Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
 
So how can we be joyful in the midst of a pandemic?? This year is especially unique. We are 
overloaded by Zoom meetings, working from home, distance learning, and what did the news 
say this morning about recent COVID numbers? Our minds and lives feel full of information. 
 
What did that verse say again? “Never stop praying.” In the midst of a pandemic we can 
pray. We can make the choice to stop and turn our focus to Jesus. I’m doing a book study 
with a close friend using Get Out of Your Head by Jennie Allen. Each chapter reminds us that 
we have a choice in our mindset. We can change our focus by remembering we are children 
of God. Jesus came for us and saved us from our sins. His promises never fail. His truths 
never fail. 
 
So how can we bring joy? How can our attitudes always be of gratitude? In the midst of this 
pandemic, we can be grateful for the time we have had with our families that maybe we 
wouldn’t have had before. In working from home, Michael has been able to be more involved 
in the day to day operations at our house. Yes, we found a new routine, but we go on more 
walks. We read more together as a family. 
 
Have you found new ways to stay in touch with family and friends? We can be grateful that 
we live in a time with so much technology. I can easily video chat with my parents and have 
the kids on there too. I can record and share videos on Facebook, Instagram, or even via text 
with those I am close to so no one misses a milestone for the twins.  
 
Were you fortunate enough to continue working? Did you find new ways of working? Our 
creative minds have never been more active. Companies are finding new ways of providing 
their services all while keeping others safe - restaurants are seating outside and offering 
curbside pick up, grocery stores are expanding their online ordering, and a variety of services 
are available for porch drop off.  
 
Did you benefit from a seamstress? The masses are coming together to sew masks for 
others. Have you noticed the amount of companies who are finding ways to produce hand 
sanitizer? If we look, we can find many things to be grateful for.  
 
So how does this relate to stewardship? Stewardship is a way of life. It is how we are present 
to others. If our attitude is always focusing on the bad, how can we show others the love of 
Jesus? Outside of the church doors, we are the hands and voices of Jesus. We can show how 
grateful we are of His love by the way we act and talk with others, by our attitudes. 



 
God has blessed each of us with gifts and talents that we can use to help and guide others. 
We show gratitude by listening to what God calls us to do and helping others to find their 
calling. As good stewards, we share what God has given us. This means our talents whether 
that’s by writing articles for a newspaper, newsletter, blog, social media site or by showing 
hospitality to visitors. This can also mean by finding ways to help the church continue our 
mission of walking with our community. 
 
So I challenge you to think about how you can show gratitude in the coming weeks for all 
that God has done for you and how you can use that to bless others. We can all come 
together to share the love of Jesus and walk with our community. 
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