
 “Beguiled by Beauty,”  
Cultivating a Life of Contemplation and Compassion 

starting October 18, please join us. 
One thing I ask of you, [Divine Goodness],  

one thing I seek:  
that I may dwell in your house all the days of my life,  

to gaze on your beauty and to meditate in your Temple. –  
Psalm 27:4 (Inclusive Bible) 

An early 6th century theologian described God as “beguiled by beauty,” inspired by 
Psalm 27:4.  The Creator was lured by a longing for beauty and so set in motion a world 
of immense diversity and goodness. We were made for this Divine Goodness. We were 
made inherently worthy, not by our “doing,” but by our simply being. 

Friends, we are still deep into a pandemic that continues to challenge all human life.  In 
these trying times it can be difficult to imagine how to comprehend our faith in Divine 
Goodness and all that is happening around us.  On October 18, I will begin a beautiful 
five-week series entitled “Beguiled by Beauty,” Cultivating a Life of Contemplation 
and Compassion.   

There is so much darkness, dysfunction, and unrest in our world that sometimes it can 
be difficult to see the beauty that does exists. This series lays out a theology of beauty 
that can lead us to greater compassion and hope through spiritual practices of 
contemplation.  Intentional spiritual practice can help us deepen the well from which to 
draw strength and encouragement so we can not only survive but thrive during these 
trying times and awaken our hearts again to the beauty that is within and around us.  

The “Anchor Image” (main metaphor) for the series is wind chimes, an image that 
reminds us of the movement of the Divine Spirit. I recommend you purchase or create 
chimes for your worship spaces. 

I invite you to view the Threshold moment (link below) for our October 18th worship 
services to orient you to the theme for the week: 

 “Beauty, Contemplation, and Radical Compassion” 

https://youtu.be/qe9rXhYwJwI 

I am looking forward to sharing this worship series with you. 

With deepest love,  Rev Peggy 

https://youtu.be/qe9rXhYwJwI

