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Heading to Boston

By Gisele McKniGht

A mission trip to Boston 
requires a lot of preparation 
— travel, accommodations, 
fundraising and scheduling to 
name a few.

But spiritual preparation 
has been on colin McDon-
ald’s mind. while most of the 
14-member team know each 
other, they’ve met, both in per-
son and via skype, to read, study 
and pray together.

“we’ve been focusing on isa-
iah to prepare,” said the director 
of youth and intergenerational 
ministries. 

“To answer the question, ‘why 
do we serve?’ if we are people 
who claim to follow christ, we 
have to act in a similar fashion 

Mission trip is a chance for  
diocese’s young leaders to grow

to him. Jesus quoted isaiah a 
lot — feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked.”

The team has also adopted 
lectio Divina, the ancient prac-
tice of reading small passages of 
scripture repeatedly while asking 
the holy spirit to reveal their 
meaning.

“we’ve done this separately 
and together,” said colin. “This 
is really simple but very power-
ful and a great inspiration, great 
prayerful reflection.

“we want these scriptures — 
these words of isaiah — to echo 
in our ears as we walk through 
the streets of Boston, to know 
this is who isaiah was talking 
about,” said colin.

The group will use the 
services of the highly recom-

mended centre for student Mis-
sions, which provides accom-
modations and meals as well as 

directs them to the projects and 
ministries in need of volunteers. 
That’s one of the reasons the 

group chose Boston. it’s also 
close enough to easily access by 
mini-van.

colin; Dan McMullen, mis-
sioner / deacon in the kennebe-
casis Valley area and in the par-
ish of upper kennebecasis; and 
Jessica gowan, youth director 
at st. paul’s in hampton will act 
as leaders for 11 students aged 
17-22, from the diocese. They 
include kara gallant, Jon gould, 
emma coulton, Dimitra Boun-
talas, colton scott, Dylan Nicoll, 
katrina Zinck, chandler scott, 
Nat Fetter, kyle Mcgraw and 
gabe gionet. They will leave 
New Brunswick April 30 and 
return May 5. 

colton scott, 19, Dylan 
Nicoll, 22, and Nat Fetter, 18, are 
all excited about the trip, and 
looking forward to what they 
see as the focus of the mission: 
people.

“i want to contribute to the 
community outside my own and 
make connections with people,” 

Boston - continued on page 2

The kitchen crew at the first spaghetti supper fundraiser was hard at 
work at St. John the Evangelist Church in Fredericton Feb. 21. Their 
efforts raised $500 to help fund their mission trip to Boston in May.  
From left: Dylan Nicoll, Maren McLean Persaud, Colin McDonald, 
Colton Scott and Jesse Galbraith. 
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ACW will celebrate 50th anniversary in Ancaster, Ont.
 By Gisele McKniGht

The 50th anniversary of the 
Acw — Anglican church 
women — takes place this year, 
and there is a huge celebration to 
mark the occasion.

redeemer university college 
in Ancaster, Ont., a suburb of 
hamilton, is the location for the 
event, slated for June 15 -18.

Despite this being an Acw 
event and anniversary, the cel-
ebration is not a members-only 
affair. 

“The anniversary gathering 
is for all Anglican women, not 
just Acw,” said diocesan Acw 
president rosemarie kingston.

she is hoping at least 25 New 
Brunswickers will attend.

“it’s going to be a big celebra-
tion,” she said. “i would encour-
age people to take their own 
vehicle and fill it.”

The cost is $500, which 
includes meals and accommoda-
tions. Travel to Ancaster is not 
included in that price.

You may think the Acw is 
older than 50, but it was known 
by another name prior to 1967 
— the women’s Auxiliary to 
the Missionary society of the 
church of england in canada. 

The Anglican church of 
canada’s website says, “The 
woman’s Auxiliary was founded 
in April 1885 ‘for the promotion 
of missionary effort.’ The first 
president was Margaret Medley, 
wife of the Bishop of Fredericton 
and Archbishop of the province 
of canada.  roberta e. Tilton of 
Ottawa was the major force in 
organizing both diocesan and 
parochial branches and in pro-
moting the affiliation of existing 
groups and societies.”

“it all began with roberta 

Tilton,” said rosemarie. “she 
started making bales of clothing 
to send up north.”

rosemarie saw the clothing-
baling ministry in British co-
lumbia during last fall’s annual 
meeting of the Acw. 

“They still make bales in 
B.c.,” she said. “They did up a 
bale for a newborn baby.”

The “bale” begins with a 

Sending bales of clothing, like these above, to those in need was a vital 
part of the ACW’s early ministry. These bales were being prepared 
during last fall’s annual ACW meeting in British Columbia to show the 
ministry is still active. The note on top of the clothing indicates it was 
prepared by Primate Fred Hiltz, who attended the annual meeting.

Rosemarie Kingston

suBmitteD photo

ACW continued on page 2



2  /  The New BruNswick ANglicAN april 2017

www.anglican.nb.ca

Official PublicatiOn Of the DiOcese Of freDerictOn
a sectiOn Of the anGlican JOurnal

 The rt. rev. David edwards  bishop and Publisher
 
 Gisele McKnight editor 

Published 10 times per year. Price of subscription $10.00

Please send news and photo submissions to
115 church st., fredericton, nb  e3b 4c8

Phone: 506-459-1801; e-mail: gmcknight@diofton.ca

Please send subscription renewals and changes of address to: 
The new brunswick anglican

c/o anglican Journal circulation Dept., 80 hayden st, toronto, Ont.  
M4Y 3G2

Printed & mailed in north York, Ontario
by Webnews Printing inc.

d i o c e s a n   s y n o d    n e w s

DeaDline for news and photos 
for the May edition of the New 
Brunswick anglican is april 1.

Not my will but thine be done

This stained glass window at St. Luke’s in the Parish of Portland 
shows a pivotal aspect of the death and resurrection of our 
saviour — his willingness to die for the sins of the world. The 
Diocese of Fredericton wishes everyone a blessed Easter. 

mcknight photo

said colton, a computer science 
student at the university of New 
Brunswick and a hampton na-
tive. “everyone has an interest-
ing story to tell.”

colton is also looking for 
a wider world view beyond 
hampton, or Fredericton, where 
he attends classes.

“i want some insight into what 
goes on within the inner city — 
soup kitchens, youth programs. i 
want the exposure,” he said.

Dylan has already been to 
roatán, honduras twice to 
volunteer with kara and Nelson 
Mejia and he’s anticipating meet-
ing lots of new people.

“My favourite part has been 
building relationships within 
the community,” he said. “it’s the 
human contact.”

This is all new for Nat, who 
has never been to Boston.

“i’m going for the experience. 
i’d like to get experience doing 
mission work, see how it works,” 
he said. 

“i also want to grow my faith, 
both with the people i’m going 
with and the people i’ll meet 
there.” 

All three are camp Medley 
alumni. 

A mission trip to Boston is a 
new endeavour for youth under 
colin’s leadership, but he hopes 
this is the first of many.

“This year is a pilot, meant to 
be part of a strategy to run every 
year,” he said. 

“i’m entering my fourth year 
with the diocese, and as i look 
around, i realize we need to 
invest in leadership with youth.

“i want people to know this is 
an investment in young leaders, 
in line with the Bishop’s charge,” 
he said. “This is an incredibly ca-
pable, dynamic group of young 
people anxious to see what 
they’ll be able to create in god’s 
kingdom.”

Fundraising for the trip has 
been ongoing, and while par-
ishes have responded to colin’s 
letter asking for support, there is 
still more to do. 

The first of two spaghetti sup-
pers was held Feb. 21 at st. John 
the evangelist church, 75 Main 
st. in Fredericton. The supper 

raised $500 for the trip. 
The second spaghetti supper 

was held March 21 at st. paul’s in 
hampton.

if you wish to support the mis-
sion financially, you can visit the 
diocesan website  
( anglican.nb.ca/giving ), or call the 
synod Office at 459-1801, ext. 221. 

“i’m asking people to hold up 
these young people in prayer in 
the coming months, for the mis-
sion and the travel,” said colin. 

“we see this as a real invest-
ment in raising up young dis-
ciples who will lead the church 
into the future.”

blanket spread on a table. in 
the middle go the clothing and 
other items to be donated. Then 
the ends and sides of the blanket 
come together and are tied up. 
The bale goes into a sturdy plas-
tic bag and is sent to whomever 
it’s been earmarked for.

Not only does the recipient 
get the clothes, but a blanket 
as well. last fall at the Acw 
meeting, primate Fred hiltz was 
in attendance and rosemarie 

watched as he helped pack a 
bale. 

This year’s anniversary 
conference will feature speakers 
and workshops, and events on 
pwrDF, storytelling, volunteer-
ing and assisted dying. 

“And we’ll learn a lot about 
indigenous ministries,” she said.

The primate will attend the 
conference. The application 
deadline is April 30. click here 
for more information. http://
www.acwcanada.com/whats-
new.html

ACW’s roots go back to 1885 and Margaret Medley
ACW continued from page 1

These items will become part 
of a bale of baby’s clothing for a 
newborn from a family in need.

suBmitteD photo

Boston continued from page 1

Boston trip is meant as a pilot project

Katrina Zinck greeted dinner guests at the Feb. 21st spaghetti 
fundraiser in Fredericton. She is one of 14 people who will travel to 
Boston in early May to get a taste of innercity mission work. It will 
be a chance for young leaders in the diocese to grow and learn while 
sharing their skills and talents. 

Dimitra Bountalas photo

The Rev. Wally collett will 
resign as priest-in-charge of the 
parish of upper kennebecasis, 
effective sunday, May 28.  

The Rev. canon Allen tapley 
will resign as rector of the 

Episcopal  
announcements

parishes of waterford and st. 
Mark’s, effective June 30, in 
order to retire. 

cole hartin of etobicoke, Ont. 
has been accepted as a postu-
lant in the diocese.



The New BruNswick ANglicAN  /  3    april  2017

 
 

 
April 1       

Stepping into  
Evangelism: Together 

- Fredericton

April 2       
Parish of  

New Maryland;  
Parish of Rothesay

April 6-9    
Parish of Pennfield

April 8       
Stepping into  

Evangelism: Together 
- Saint John

April 13     
Maundy  

Thursday service 
with Renewal of 

Vows, Christ Church  
Cathedral

April 14     
Good Friday, Trinity, 
Parish of Saint John

April 15-16    
Christ Church 

Cathedral

April 22     
Diocesan Council

April 23    
* Parish of Sussex 

* Archdeaconry of 
Moncton

April 24 - 28   
House of Bishops

April 28    
Clergy Spouses  

Retreat reception

April 29    
Mothers’ Union Rally 
and Commissioning, 

Riverview

April 30   
* Parish of Denmark

May 2       
ACW Diocesan  

Annual meeting,  
St. George 

 
May 6       

Stepping into  
Evangelism: Together 

- Moncton

May 7   
Parish of Andover;  
* Westside Anglican 

Mission 
 

May 10   
Retired Clergy Tea

* confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Bishop David Jenkins, RIP

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s 
word •   ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

in september, last year, one 
of the most accidentally 
controversial figures in the 

Anglican communion died.  
     David Jenkins became bishop 
of Durham in 1984, and before 
he was consecrated, he was 
asked on television what he 
believed about the resurrection 
of Jesus.  
     he replied that ‘it was not a 
conjuring trick with bones.’ This 
was totally misreported at the 
time and dogged him for the 
rest of his life, because the word 
“not” was left out of subsequent 
reports. 
     Jenkins had spent most of his 
adult life as an academic theolo-
gian before he was appointed to 
Durham. he would have been 
a moderate liberal, but his sup-
posed views on the resurrection 
exploded across the British press 
for days.  
     when a few weeks later York 
Minister was struck by lightning 
just after his consecration, many 
claimed it was the response of an 
angry god. 
     why am i spending time 
reflecting on a controversy 
which happened over 30 years 
ago in the uk? There are several 
reasons. 
     The first is that at this easter 
time, we need to see that the res-
urrection is central to our faith.     
     we cannot merely pass it by 

as something we remember each 
year like groundhog Day. 
     we say the christian faith 
is about hope — hope that this 
life is not the end, but rather a 
gateway into a new life in close 
relationship with god.  
     if Jesus did not come back 
from the dead, then death has 
won and all we hope for is worth 
nothing.  
     what we too often miss is 
that the greatest insult to the 
purpose of god for his creation 
is the invasion by death into life.    
     without the resurrection, 
death is the end. There is noth-
ing else, all is darkness and 
silence.  

     in our rationalistic world, 
the possibility of going beyond 
death is seen by many as fanci-
ful. even if it is possible, they 
say, it will be in a much altered 
state, as we return to be part of 
the essence of the universe.  
     Yet if god is possible, is it 
impossible for him to act in 
ways which go beyond our finite 
understanding of what is?  
     in the christian story, god’s 
intention for his creation is life. 
in genesis 2 god breathes his 
spirit into human beings and 
they are animated. in John 20, 
Jesus breathes the holy spirit 
into his disciples on the night he 
is raised from the dead.  
     it is the sign of life beyond 
life. The story in the Bible is one 
of a journey to life, so how can it 
end in death? 
     My second reason for 

mentioning the 1984 incident 
is because i believe the furor it 
caused was one of the last signs 
of christendom.  
     if Jenkins were to make his 
supposed pronouncement today,  
i think few people would notice 
and many would have little or no 
idea what he was talking about 
and why it mattered.  
     it shows how far the church 
has retreated from; and been 
excluded from the public square 
in the last 30 years or so. 
     Finally, although Jenkins was 
vilified by many, both inside and 
outside the church, most people 
in his diocese saw him as a man 
of great compassion, love and 
understanding.  
     As one person said to me at 
the time, “people wonder what 
he believes about the resurrec-
tion, but his life shows that he 
does believe.” 
     Do we walk as though we 
believe christ is risen? 
     rip David Jenkins.

stewardship and the Greatest Gift
By the time you read this, it 

will be close to easter, the 
time when we receive the 

greatest gift of all, Jesus giving 
himself to death on the cross for 
us and our redemption.  
     During lent some of us will 
have given up something to 
remind ourselves what Jesus 
gave up for us and spend time 
in reflection on what we could 
have done better over the last 12 
months.

As you read this, we are all 
eagerly waiting for easter, the 
resurrection and the promise of 
eternal life that it brings. 

As you contemplate sacrifice 
and penitence during lent, it is 
an appropriate time to consider 
how much you give the church, 

not just in money but in time 
and talent.  
     The church could not func-
tion without the volunteers that 
do so much for each of our par-
ishes, deaneries and the diocese.  
     we have all just finished 
a busy start to the year with 
AgMs and elections for war-
dens, vestry members and 
delegates to synod. 

each vestry then appoints a 
treasurer, a vestry clerk and the 
members of the parish Advisory 
committee. 

At our stewardship Team 
meeting last month, we dis-
cussed asking parishes to quan-
tify how many volunteer hours 
they receive each year so the 
parish can share this with the 

congregations.  
     we can then put a value on 
this using minimum wage and 
associated costs. 

i am certain the final number 
would astound you, for your 
own parish and also as a total for 
the diocese.  
     This does not include the 
countless number of planning 
hours donated by volunteers for 
Diocesan choir school, camp 
Medley, camp Brookwood and 
st. Michael’s Youth conference.  
     we are also thinking of asking 
for all the different outreach and 
mission projects in the parishes 
so we can let everyone know just 
how much good work is being 
done throughout the diocese. 

As Jesus gave himself com-

pletely for your redemption, 
consider giving up something of 
yourself for Jesus, increase your 
offering, give some time to help 
out with projects at your parish, 
volunteer at a food bank.  
give the gift of yourself to 
others.  
     As paul instructed the 
corinthians in chapter 12 of 
his first letter, we are all given 
different gifts and all these gifts 
are needed to further the work 
of the church.  
     i ask that you use them wisely 
to further the spread of the 
good News of the kingdom.

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer.

“The story in the Bible is one of a journey 
to life, so how can it end in death?” 
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Highlights from the 
March meeting of   
Diocesan Council
By Gisele McKniGht

The February meeting of Di-
ocesan council was held at st. 
Mary’s (York) on Feb. 25. 
     Bishop David edwards began 
the day with his thoughts on 
Matthew’s story of the Trans-
figuration. 
     An important aspect of this 
story, said the bishop, is that 
Jesus told the disciples on the 
mountain that he would be 
raised from the dead.  
     “how many times does Jesus 
predict his death? Three times,” 
said the bishop. 
     he noted there is a pattern to 
these predictions: there is some 
insight; Jesus predicts his death; 
followed by further insight.  
     “This is that insight,” he said.    
     “Jesus is being transfigured 
on the mountain to show that 
he is different, but that he fits. 
Moses and elijah represent the 
law and the prophets. conse-
quently Jesus fits into the history 
of the Jews.  
     “The disciples are told very 
specifically by the voice of god 
— ‘this is my beloved’ — an echo 
of the baptism of Jesus. A similar 
sentence is spoken and it takes 
us back to psalm 2, the corona-
tion psalm. 
     “There is a sense that Jesus is 
going beyond the history of the 
Jews to a new thing,” he said. 
     There is a building up in 
Matthew’s gospel, in a series of 
mission-related peaks, he said. 
     “These ideas always lead us 
into mission, and the mission al-
ways has to be centred on Jesus,” 
said David. 
     “it’s confirmation for those 
who were there, confirmation of 
what’s going to happen, con-
firmation of the declaration of 
christ.  
     “This Transfiguration is one 
of the pivotal points. The turbo-
charge kicks in,” he said. “here 
the disciples are being pushed 
into warp speed, and that’s re-
flected in the gospel.”

 
cathedral-synod land  
development 
Bishop David reported there will 
be a meeting in early March with 
a group from halifax.  
     This group will discuss public 
engagement in a large project, 
citing their own experiences 
with building the new down-

town public library in their city.   
     “They will be giving us some 
pointers,” said David. 
     late last year, the bishop pro-
posed a land development plan 
for christ church cathedral and 
nearby Anglican church proper-
ties. This meeting is the next 
step in the proposal.   

correspondence 
letters were sent to prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau and Arch-
bishop Justin welby by Diocesan 
synod on the occasion of synod 
last fall. 
     greetings and best wishes 
were received from the two 
leaders and read to Diocesan 
council members. 

lectio Divina 
cheryl Jacobs, chair of the 
spiritual Development commit-
tee, led an exercise based on the 
lenten book of choice, Noticing 
God, by richard peace. 
     each group chose either the 
Transfiguration story or the 
story of the blind man healed 
with the saliva of Jesus.  
     They did several quiet read-
ings of the selected passage, 
zeroing in on one word or 
phrase that made an impression 
on them. 
     each member shared what 
caught their attention, and 
ultimately, how it speaks to the 
mission of Diocesan council 
and beyond. 
 
Discipleship house 
kimberly ranson, chair of the 
Discipleship house project, 
brought a report to council, out-
lining how the year has gone and 
what future plans might include. 
     The committee, struck last 
year at this time, has taken the 
work and pressure off the synod 
Office, dealing with the day-to-
day logistical issues that arise, an 
important step that has worked 
well. 
     The house parents and 
residents do Morning prayer 
together, and together they have 
several special events, includ-
ing Bible study, Alpha, holiday 
dinners and a regular sunday 
evening games night. There are 
many visitors to the house, in-
cluding international students.  
     “spiritual direction has grown 
this year,” she said. “everyone 
in the house is paired with a 

spiritual director and they meet 
regularly.” 
     One of the main challenges is 
getting more churches and par-
ishes involved in the house — as 
mentors, for example.  
     “we’d love to have different 
congregations come in,” said 
kim. “what do you have to offer 
this group?” 
     cooking, tutoring and home 
maintenance were all suggested. 
council voted unanimously to 
extend the Discipleship house 
project for another academic 
year.  

committee & team reports 
cheryl Jacobs reported on ac-
tivities of the spiritual Develop-
ment team, including the print-
ing and distribution of 4,000 
prayer bookmarks last year. 
     This year they plan a quiet 
day during the bishop’s pilgrim-
age in June.  
     cheryl noted that the team 
has prepared questions to go 
with each chapter of the book 
Mission Shaped Spirituality, by 
susan hope.  
     The team will help coordinate 
the bishop’s pilgrimage, which 
runs from the end of May to the 
second sunday in June.

Ann walling gave the 
pwrDF report, which included 
information on the Maternal, 
Newborn and child health 
program in Mozambique.  
     More babies are born during 
the night than the day, but that 

presents challenges for clinics 
without electricity.  
     in fact, many a midwife 
delivers a baby while holding a 
cellphone flashlight in her teeth 
to see what she’s doing. 
     “we are so blessed in our 
land,” said Ann. “we don’t even 
think about such things.”  
     The solution to this, and 
other issues is the solar suitcase, 
a waterproof, hard-sided suit-
case with four lamps, a five-year 
helium battery that can power 
cell phones, laptops and small 
medical devices, a Doppler for 
sonograms, and a solar panel to 
keep it going.  
     intensive training has been 
ongoing to learn how to install 
the solar panels and use the 
suitcases to help cut the risk of 
maternal death during child-
birth, which stands at 1-in-40 in 
Mozambique.

 
Financial and treasurer’s 
report 
Diocesan treasurer irene Adams 
reported that support for the 
diocesan shared Ministry bud-
get is at 100 per cent in the first 
month of 2017.  
     “every parish has partici-
pated,” she said. “There seems 
to have been a shift and things 
are moving forward. it’s very 
positive.” 
     irene discussed the camp 
Medley operating budget for 
2017. council approved a 
$247,400 proposed budget.  

     reductions in the 2017 
shared Ministry contributions 
were approved for four parishes. 
council approved the writing off 
of shortfalls, under policy A-6: 
Outstanding parish support, for 
nine parishes. 
     “let’s write these amounts off 
and move forward together and 
clear out past history,” said irene.  
     The total written off is 
$110,773.  

Appointments 
council approved the appoint-
ment of lynda wood, former 
secretary to Bishop harold Nut-
ter, and the rev. kevin McAl-
lister, to the human resources 
committee. 
     council approved the ap-
pointment of Nancy stephens 
as chair of the Missions and 
Outreach Team, effective im-
mediately. 
 
Diocesan synod 
council approved the date of 
saturday, Nov. 4 for the annual 
Diocesan synod, to be held at 
christ church (parish) church 
in Fredericton, where it has been 
held the last two Novembers. 
This will be a program synod. 

The next meetings of Dioc-
esan council will be April 22, 
June 22 and sept. 14.  
     st. Mary’s (York) in Freder-
icton did a wonderful job as the 
host of the February council 
meeting, serving a delicious 
lunch to council members.

Council members and guests around the table include, above, the Rev. Chris Hayes, Archdeacon Stuart 
Allan, parish development officer Ken Neilson, Archdeacon Brent Ham, PWRDF rep Ann Walling, 
Archdeacon Wandlyn Snelgrove and diocesan ACW president Rosemarie Kingston.

mcknight photo
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God’s hand  
at work: 
settling in to 
life in Canada

suBmitteD photo

Mohammad Ramadan, left, and his father, Samir Ramadan, second from right, thank some of the people who 
helped in making their arrival in Saint John more comfortable and enjoyable: Pastor Wayne Murphy and Bert 
Scott, both of Lancaster Baptist Church’s furniture depot.

By hARolD Mcinnis 

Last month saw the families 
finally arrive in Saint John after 
spending time in Fredericton. 
They had their first meal in their 
new apartment, shared with the 
committee that is tasked with 
helping them navigate their new 
city.  
The two families include mother 
and father, Ramadan Samir 
and Ilias Wedad; their adult 
daughter, Ruba; their adult son, 
Ramadan Mohammad, daughter-
in-law, Mara Touk Maha and 
their young grandson, Ramadan 
Samir.  
The three parishes involved in 
their resettlement are Coldbrook 
& St. Mary , St. Mark (Stone) 
and Saint John (Trinity). 

having successfully finished the 
initial set-up of their apartments 
and finally meeting the rama-
dan families the day before, 
Tuesday, day 2 saw us up early 
and on the go with Mohammad 
and Maha.

we knew there would be a 
lot to accomplish in the coming 
weeks, but an appointment at 
lancaster Baptist church was 
up first.

The church had collected and 
housed numerous donations of 
furniture, clothing and house-
hold items which were donated 
by many from saint John and 
the surrounding communities 
over the past several months in 
support of this humanitarian 
effort. 
     interestingly enough, once we 
got there, we were informed that 
our families were the last two of 
the 90 government-sponsored 
families to come to saint John 
and go to the furniture depot.    

 while this was a beginning 
for us, it was somewhat of an 
end for those at the church. Over 
the previous six months they 
had met and faithfully served 
the many syrian refugees who 
came to settle in saint John.  
     while they would continue 

Part three of a series on refugee  
resettlement in Saint John

to serve future refugee families, 
it would be on a much smaller 
scale and at a slower pace than 
what they had been dealing 
with.  
     pastor wayne Murphy’s com-
ments echoed those of other vol-
unteers and staff of the YMcA: 
“what a wonderful experience!” 
     A couple of days later, we 
took samir, wedad and ruba to 
the depot to see what they could 
find.

while they were not able to 
get all they needed from there, 
we were fortunate that what fur-
niture and other items they were 
not able to get at the depot, they 
got from our three parishes.  
     people donated sofas, televi-
sions, lamps and other items, so 
that by the end of the week, we 
had collected, picked up and de-
livered all their necessary items.  
     we were so blessed at the out-
pouring of support, and we did 
not have to rely on the church 
depot too much.  
     Our main concern was to 
get the rest of their furniture to 
them, get internet, TV and tele-
phone connected and of course, 
ensure they had the proper 
medical care and knew how to 
access it. 
     During the following couple 
of weeks, arrangements for 
utilities, leases, bus training, lan-
guage training and so on were 
made and completed.  
     i must say, it was busy! 
Thanks to steve Owens for giv-
ing us the bus training and to 
everyone else on the team who 
gave of their time and energy. 

Toys were donated to little 
samir. You should have seen 
samir’s and his parents’ faces. 

The parents said they didn’t 
see him for hours! he’d never 
had so much and it was wonder-
ful!

As little samir will be starting 
kindergarten in the fall, school 
meetings took place as well.

Further highlights: 
     • Maha, unfortunately, caught 

a flu virus a couple of days after 
arriving. she was very sick and 
worried.  
     luckily, we were able to get 
her into an after-hours medical 
clinic right away on Friday.  
     Jill Macphee, a nurse on the 
team, helped book appointments 
with community health to 
ensure they got into the system 
and that they received proper 
medical care, particularly with a 
baby on the way!  
     we also had to ensure they all 
had the required medical review 
as part of the process. 

• Many calls were received, 
offering donations of linens, 
clothing, pots and pans, bed-
ding. 

• As they all were anxious to 
see the ocean, sarah Bell took 
samir and wedad, little samir 
and ruba to the ocean at irving 
Nature park. samir loved throw-
ing rocks in the water! it was so 
lovely!

• Jane and Peter took Ruba 
and her parents to Value Village 
and Frenchy’s. They had a great 
time. 

• John Paul and Carolyn went 
to Marden’s and got some area 
rugs, new kettles, an iron and 
vacuum cleaner using a dona-
tion he’d received. 
     • Joanne Fitzpatrick took 

syrian food, provided by her 
Turkish friend, to the family. 
     • Samir and Wedad’s apart-
ment had blue water coming out 
of the taps, which ended with 
new hot water heaters being 
installed.  
     • On Sunday, May 1, John 
paul and carolyn co-ordinated 
a pot luck supper. The main 
course dishes were either veg-
etarian or made with halal meat. 
     The entire ramadan fam-
ily was invited and graciously 
accepted. it was a chance for the 
ramadans to meet all of us at 
once and for us to be together as 
a whole team. 
     rose Misner provided the 
music. it was wonderful and 
added so much to the atmo-
sphere. 
     we were so happy to see the 
wonderful turnout for the pot-
luck with members of the team 
and the ramadan family. All i 
can say is that it was an awesome 
experience, and i believe every-
one felt the same way.

 
     sitting back and observing 
the teamwork, personal interac-
tions, body language and con-
versations, i could just see and 
feel the personal and spiritual 
growth that was going on among 
us.  

     Truly wonderful — god is at 
work! 
     The time together was great! i 
was so moved and happy to hear 
that we meant as much to the 
family as they do to us. The fact 
that we had representatives from 
three parishes working together 
so well was just wonderful to 
see.  
     it was encouraging to see 
how we all stepped outside our 
comfort zones and encouraged 
one another. it was truly a fam-
ily affair and an example of the 
Body of christ at work. 
     we all agreed that this family 
would be connected to us, and 
vice versa, for a long time after 
our official mandate and tasks 
were completed. 

in less than a week, relation-
ships were built and representa-
tives from all the three parishes 
worked together.  
     The chemistry between the 
team members and the family 
was really something.  
     As we got the families settled, 
it became more about the re-
lationships and less about task 
completion and acquiring items.

David peterson of the YMcA 
was correct — the stresses out-
weigh the rewards, and we have 
been so rewarded in meeting 
and helping this family. 
     up next month: obstetrics ap-
pointments and a baby shower!

Harold McInnis is a member 
of the Parish of Coldbrook & 
St.Mary. 

 As we got the families settled,  
it became more about the relation-

ships and less about task completion.
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Church: What’s the point?
By jAsMine chAnDRA

christendom has left us 
with a heritage of large 
buildings that rarely are 

full to capacity and that cost 
extraordinary amounts to heat 
and maintain.

For the shrinking congre-
gations who remain in these 
buildings, the struggles are vast 
and ongoing. They need new 
members and yet are faced with 
a society that, while still some-
what spiritual, no longer feels 
the need to walk through the 
door.

And while we may repeat 
(sometimes with guarded 
hearts) that the church is not the 
building but the people, we can-
not ignore the existence of the 
building. its size, its prominent 
location won’t allow us.

i’ve heard saint John being 
referred to as city with many 
steeples due to the number of 
huge architectural masterpieces 
that crowd together in or very 
near to the central peninsula of 
the city. 

The buildings speak of a time 
when the shipbuilding industry 
was in full force. when there 
was enough wealth and ready 
expertise to build these lavish 
sites, when there were enough 
people to fill them and enough 
division to justify needing so 
many churches.

The reality now is quite dif-

ferent. Of these many steeples, 
one has become a theatre arts 
centre, one has become a tran-
sitional residence for homeless 
youth, and one sits empty year 
after year with the hope of one 
day being turned into upscale 
condos. 

Our own stone church 
underwent an extensive renova-
tion, knocking down the mold-
infested hall and renovating the 
interior of the church proper 
to create a fresh multi-purpose 
space. 

But hiding behind these 
closures, repurposes and renova-
tions is a much greater question 
that, for those of us who rep-
resent traditional and histori-
cal denominations, is actually 
frightening to ask: Do we need 
churches?

For some of my friends, the 
whole structure of the church is 
incomprehensible. The religious 
systems, the massive buildings, 
the written and unwritten rules, 
the musty language, and the 
formality seem to all complicate 
what is really a simple desire 
to connect to god. why “do” 
church when we can just talk to 
god on our own and in our own 
time?

The early version of com-
munities of christians gathering 
together, that we see from the 
book of Acts and from various 
early writings, point to churches 
as places where people are 

encouraged and instructed in 
their faith and where personal 
and economic support is free-
flowing. 

These were people who, as 
well as being bold in their faith, 
were highly involved in each 
other’s lives. They valued sharing 
food and resources, they loved 
and fought like a close-knit 
family. 

The result of all this, we are 
told, is that “The lord added to 
their number day by day” 1.  - 
meaning that people were drawn 
to these communities and their 
faith that involved the whole 
person.

David Bentley hart writes: 
“we know from sources both 
pagan and christian that many 
of the essentials of christian 
belief were open to all who cared 
to learn of them, and that the 
distinctive behavior of chris-
tians — including temperance, 
gentleness, lawfulness, and acts 
of supererogatory kindness — 
not only was visible to their 
neighbours outside the faith but 
constituted a large part of the 
new faith’s appeal.” 2.

There are signs of this kind 
of christianity, even in our large 
stone and brick buildings. i saw 
it the other day as the wife of a 
retired priest lovingly spoon-fed 
a member of the congregation 
with parkinson’s disease.  

i see it in the sudden provi-
sion of needed items, in mem-

bers who take the time to get 
to know those on the margins 
of our community, whether at 
a drop-in or at the church’s free 
laundry program, and in the 
general desire to be there for 
others and offer support.

But as we imagine what the 
church may look like, i dream 
of more. For it seems that no 
matter how much we care, the 
heating and maintaining of these 
monstrous buildings keep nag-
ging at the back of our minds. 

Financial constraints keep 
determining how much we are 
truly willing to do. And the 
much harder truth is that in the 
name of boundaries, our own 
fears cause us to withdraw from 
those we are most called to share 
our lives with. 

But if our faith communities 
are to be places of life that draw 
others, we may have to shed 
some of these things that are 
holding us down and remember 
our original purpose.

A few weeks ago we gathered 
as a group of friends around a 
woman who is facing some un-
stable circumstances in her life. 
Over the course of a few hours 
we set goals together, promised 
to help support her, ate together, 
and listened as she shared about 
her life and her dreams. 

since then we have taken 
her to appointments, or to get 
groceries, but most importantly 
we’ve spent time just being with 

her, learning from her tenacity 
and hope. 

And i wonder what would 
happen if groups like this 
formed around a number of oth-
ers in our community who need 
a bit more support and a bit 
more human contact. perhaps 
then people would see the point 
of the church, not because we 
have big pretty buildings, but 
because we have expansive souls.

And perhaps we will come to 
recognize the churches that are 
already around us, but that don’t 
have walls or electricity bills, but 
that are formed around the faith 
and love of those who gather in 
the name of christ, our lord, 
who descended into greatness.

• • • 

NOTes: 
1 Acts 2:47, to name just one 
example.
2 “Atheist Delusions: The 
christian revolution and its 
fashionable enemies” p. 153. Yale 
university press, 2009.

• • •

The Rev. Jasmine Chandra and 
her husband, the Rev. Terence 
Chandra, run the Central Saint 
John Community Ministry. 
Reprinted with permission from 
penniesandsparrows.org, the 
blog of the Central Saint John 
Community Ministry.
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Celebration in the Diocese of Ho, Ghana
The rev. prince Mensah, whose 
ancestral home is Dzake-peki, 
was born in ho in 1993 to Mr. 
roland Mensah and Madam 
georgina Dansu, both of blessed 
memory. he is the third child 
of four siblings: Mavis, sylvia, 
prince and precious.

The rev. Mensah found his 
way to the church through a 
friend, Bro. evans Ameko of 
blessed memory, who introduced 
him to the guild of servants of 
the sanctuary, ho and took him 
through the necessary trainings 
and rudiments of the guild. 

The late evans, who was a 
friend of the Bishop’s house, 
brought along prince as another 
friend who also warmed himself 
up very quickly to Bishop Mat-
thias, lucy and their family.  
     prince has, ever since, devel-
oped a special love of the service 
of god. he was baptized and 
later on confirmed after attend-
ing the prescribed catechism 
classes.

One remarkable event about 
Fr. prince was when he chose 
baptism over being at the 
graveside of his father who was 
buried the same day and time of 
his baptism. Nobody understood 
why no family was present at his 
baptism. 

later that memorable day, 
his mother and sisters, after 
returning from the burial, went 
to the Bishop’s lodge looking for 

prince. 
That was when the sad news 

of his father’s death and burial 
was broken to the bishop and his 
household. 

Although everyone was angry 
with prince, we likened this 
event to when Jesus was found 
in the Temple, when the parents 
were furiously looking for him.

prince then followed his 
mother and his sisters back 
home to take part in the final 
funeral rites. 

But within him, he had ful-
filled his heart’s desire by being 
baptized. 
 
education

The rev. Mensah had his 
basic education at st. george’s 
Anglican schools here in ho, 
where he became the school pre-
fect at both primary and junior 
school levels. 

prince happily found his way 
into the school choir, and for the 
love he had for singing, he en-
rolled in the cathedral choir, and 
later on that same year, he joined 
the Association of Anglican 
church choirs, ghana.

with the help of Bishop Mat-
thias, who prince has looked up 
to as his father since becoming 
a christian, and through sweat 
and toil of his mother, he con-
tinued his education at the st. 
paul’s senior school, Denu.

After completing the senior 

school, Fr. prince, in the midst 
of many choices before him, 
opted to be in the house of the 
lord all the days of his life. 

After going through the 
selection examinations, prince 
was admitted at the st. Nicholas 
Anglican seminary, cape coast, 
to undergo his pastoral forma-
tion towards ordination.

After arriving at the semi-
nary, another disaster struck: 
the news of the sudden death of 
his beloved mother was broken 
to him by two bishops of cape 
coast, who silently watched him 
grieve for that great loss of a 
dear mother. 

They comforted and consoled 
him before leaving him to face 
the future without biological 
parents, but he never relented on 
his focus, even at those difficult 
and challenging times.

At his ordination, although 
many wept when he prostrated 
on the floor during the singing 
of the litany, and later on when 
carrying his cross to the altar 
for his ordination, we can now 
say that the joy in our hearts, 
seeing prince Mensah ordained 
has overshadowed the pains and 
agony of death and loneliness. 

he is posted to the cathedral 
as assistant curate. The church 
solidly stands behind him as a 
rock by which he leans. please, 
let us continue to uphold him in 
our daily prayers.

ABOVE LEFT: Prince Mensah carries a cross on the path to ordination. The diocesan chancellor administers the oath. Laying on of hands, by Bishop Matthias, once the oath is sworn. 
Robed in Dalmatic. 
ABOVE RIGHT:  The recession with the Bishop of Tamale leading (right), and Bishop Matthias (at centre). The newly ordained Prince Mensah among his brother clergy. The Rev. 
Prince Mensah on a new journey in life. 

Toe surgery for Colin March 31; prayers welcome
Editor’s note: The Rev. Paul 

and Kimberly Ranson posted 
this update on Colin, 3, in mid-
February.  
     Colin underwent two laser 
brain surgeries in 2016, with 
varying results. The surgeries left 
bits of the tumor that has plagued 
him since birth, but he has fewer 
seizures than before. 

Colin has Pallister-Hall Syn-
drome, a rare genetic defect that 
includes a tumour on his hypo-
thalamus and two extra toes. 
 
we saw colin’s neurologist this 
week. it was our first meeting 
since his last surgery. colin 
wasn’t feeling very well and fell 
asleep on the way and stayed 

asleep through the whole ap-
pointment. 

On the bright side, this made 
it easier to have a good discus-
sion with the doctor. 
     it was a different sort of ap-
pointment for us. we have gone 
into these appointments very 
prepared and knowing exactly 
what we want to try based on 
our own research and discus-
sions with other hh families 
online.  
     That’s one of the hardest parts 
of this diagnosis. it’s so rare 
that as a parent, you have to be 
current and knowledgeable and 
do as much research as possible 
because you are your child’s 
most important advocate.  

     You often end up knowing 
more about the condition than 
your local doctors.  
     we’re very fortunate our neu-
rologist actively does research 
and listens to our input. This 
visit we mostly listened, though.    

The exhaustion of all the 
events of last year has taken its 
toll and we haven’t been re-
searching and we haven’t had a 
clear direction, or next step, in 
mind. 

But by the end of the appoint-
ment we did have a plan: 
•  Increase Colin’s medication. 
•  Contact Toronto Sick Kids 
hospital to determine if they 
could perform a gamma knife 
procedure on the remaining 

hh. (we are not ready to try 
this, but figured we’d look into 
their experience with it and at 
least get on a wait list in case the 
wait time is long.) 
•  Contact IWK in Halifax to 
request a consult with one of 
their dieticians to discuss try-
ing the ketogenic diet. (we’re 
anxious about the daily struggle 
of trying to get him to eat/avoid 
the specifics foods but we owe it 
to him to at least try.) 
•  Begin the process of transi-
tioning colin’s neurological care 
to an iwk neurologist. (we will 
be very sad to leave our doctor, 
but he is trying to retire so we 
need to start new with someone 
else and there are none locally.) 

     we have increased his meds 
and are waiting to hear back on 
the other items. 
     The day after the appoint-
ment, we received a call from 
the iwk with a date for his toe 
surgery. 

we need to be in halifax for 
March 30 and the surgery will be 
the following day.  
     we’ve been expecting this 
call, but it doesn’t make it any 
easier to hear. 

Oddly, this feels more difficult 
than brain surgery! it is much 
more invasive, painful, and re-
quires a longer recovery period.  
     please help us pray about how 
to best prepare colin to lose his 
two “special toes.”
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the riches of St. Luke’s
By Gisele McKniGht

if a church measures its riches in money, 
st. lukes in the parish of portland has a 
ways to go.

it cannot afford a full-time priest right 
now. instead it has hospital chaplain, the 
rev. canon David Barrett, on sundays 
and seven additional hours a week.

its parish evangelist is part-time at 23 
hours a week. it is in the midst of a capital 
campaign to upgrade the grand, 140-year-
old building — more efficient heating, 
accessibility and so on. 

But it holds a prominent and historic 
place in the old north end neighbour-
hood of saint John, and on at least three 
days a week, it draws a crowd.

it’s not the sort of crowd that drops 
big cheques into the offering plate. But 
it’s this crowd that makes st. luke’s rich. 
people of all ages — literally months old 
to 93 years come together to eat, pray, 
converse, study the bible and laugh. 
Mostly laugh — and eat. 

The old north end is a priority neigh-
bourhood in the port city. That’s code 
for needy, depressed, crime- ridden and 
poverty-stricken. There are lots of closed 
shops and abandoned buildings. There 
are places in this neighbourhood that 
cops don’t patrol alone.

But inside st. luke’s, the atmosphere is 
warm and family-like. kids play, people 
chat, use computers, play cards, drink 
coffee, listen to music, ‘shop’ at the cloth-

ing room. Then they pray together and 
share a meal.

Overseeing all this is rob pitman. he’s 
Threshold Ministries’ parish evangelist, 
although some call him the outreach pas-
tor. rob is really a carpenter, but that’s not 
his true calling. he is at st. luke’s — has 
been for 17 years — because that is where 
he is supposed to be.

“i love it,” he says. “if i could do it for 
free, i would. i love the work and i love 
these people.

“i left a career to be a sexton here so i 
could meet with people on the street and 
help them out,” he says. “i always have the 
coffee on. i’ve been accused of running a 
Tim horton’s here.”

he oversees a fleet of volunteers, 
including his own parents, to work the 
kitchen, but really, they know the drill. it’s 
rob’s job to connect with those who come 
through the door. 

connecting means making sure they’re 
Ok, but it also means joking, teasing, 
cajoling, needling and making them feel 
like they’re part of a big family that loves 
to see them. 

while rob loves to tease, those he 
serves give it right back to him. it’s a 
strange, funny, beautiful and respectful 
relationship that works perfectly. 

“You gotta keep the mood light,” says 
rob. “The world outside is scary.”

rob gave up the sexton job a few years 
ago and graduated officially to outreach. 
he also sets up and tears down for events, 

does bible studies and meets a lot of com-
munity people in coffee shops. To support 
this ministry, he gives presentations to 
churches, corporations and service clubs. 
The greater community has been gener-
ous. 

it was years ago that the idea of feed-
ing the community came about. weight 
watchers met at st. luke’s on Tuesday 
mornings and a man would turn up, but 
not for the program.

“This guy used to come in for a coffee. 
he never spoke. i thought, ‘well, he’s here, 
why not try a breakfast?’ Now he comes 
in and has whole conversations. it’s all 
because of him being here.”

On Tuesday mornings, many arrive 
before 8 a.m. for st. luke’s son-rise 
breakfast. Monday and Thursday lunches 
are called loaves and Fishes, followed by 
bible study.

“we started offering breakfast with our 
lunch program because people were com-
ing hungry to lunch,” said rob. “some 
only eat once a day at a church.”

That’s about 150 meals a week. The 
lunch menu isn’t fancy — shepherd’s pie, 
hot dogs and potato chips, bologna and 
fries, grilled cheese and tomato soup, rice 
and meatballs. 

They also do a monthly parish family 
night — church and outreach clients — 
with a shared meal and board games.

That coming together in fellowship is 
valuable — even priceless. 

“One of the things i encourage with 

our volunteers is to go out and talk to 
people. some of their stories will break 
your heart,” says rob. 

“The biggest gift is our time. it’s impor-
tant. sometimes people just want to be 
heard.”

what st. luke’s used to offer and 
would like to again is haircuts. They had 
some volunteer stylists and barbers, but 
people come and go. They’ve even had 
refugees with barbering skills help out, 
but at the moment, they are without. 

rob’s work takes him beyond st. luke’s 
much of the time. At christmas, they 
made 40 care packages with toiletries and 
other goodies, “and we roamed around 
the uptown giving them out,” he said.

This year they want to fill 40 purses 
with toiletries for women for distribution 
to various city shelters and agencies serv-
ing women. 

rob is never without a stash of $5 Tim 
hortons gift cards he gives out to people 
in need on the street. Five dollars is the 
perfect amount, he says — enough to get 
something to eat, not enough to trade for 
a joint.

The outreach ministry at st. luke’s 
could use your support, through both 
prayer and giving. 

here is what they could use: cereal and 
other food items; men’s clothing; footwear 
of all sizes; volunteer barber and hair styl-
ist; toiletries for women; cash.  

You can contact rob this way:  
rcmpitman@gmail.com or 506-653-1134.

TOP LEFT: Ron King, Dorothy Gallant and Eva Feddery enjoy a shepherd’s pie lunch at 
St. Luke’s.  Lunch at Loaves and Fishes isn’t the only draw for those who drop in. There 
are people to talk to, a clothing room, lots of coffee and the definite feeling of community. 
Dorothy runs the clothing room at St. Luke’s, which is in need of men’s and babies’ clothing, 
as well as footwear of all kinds.

TOP RIGHT: Kitchen duties fall to Susan Titus, Gordon Mouland and Philip Varghese, as 
well as many others who lend a hand to makes meals three days a week in Saint John’s Old 
North End. 
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the riches of St. Luke’s

By Gisele McKniGht

lloyd Arnold knew he’d turned a corner — 
for the better — one day a couple of years 
ago.
     “i was walking up the street and two 
guys i’d known walked out of a store,” he 
said.

A bit nervous, lloyd just kept walking, 
eyes straight ahead. 

“instead of asking me to go get high 
with them, one of them pointed at me and 
said, ‘there goes that religious guy.’

“They didn’t know i heard. i just kept 
on walking — with a big smile on my face,” 
he said.

At 63, lloyd is happy to be known as 
‘that religious guy.’ he’s also one of the 
people who helps rob pitman at st. luke’s 
with chores that make the parish of port-
land’s outreach programs run smoothly.

“lloyd helps open the hall for lunch on 
Mondays and Thursdays. he is also one of 
our cooks for all son-rise breakfasts,” said 
rob, the parish evangelist.

“he helps cook at fundraisers and other 

church functions when needed. he shovels 
the walkways and stairs at the church and 
salts the parking lot. 

“he’s a very eager helper and very much 
appreciated.”

it wasn’t always that way, of course. 
lloyd is college educated, and lived a good 
life, although he says he was selfish and 
immature, doing whatever he wanted to 
do. he was a machinist who worked all 
over canada.

“i went from making good pay, taking 
care of myself, right to the bottom,” he 
said. “i had a good life until i messed up.”

As part of his recovery, he started hang-
ing out at saint John churches. he knew 
he needed to be busy, and after a few tries, 
he finally found the church that needed a 
helper to shovel, cook, drag chairs out, put 
chairs away, set tables up, put tables away, 
and generally keep himself occupied.

“i didn’t come here for the food,” he 
said. “i came to further my recovery rather 
than sit at home.”

Because of the company he used to keep, 
going out on the streets was dangerous.

“i needed something to do,” he said. 
“And i wanted to be with a trustworthy 
group of people. i needed to further my 
life.”

he’s found a home at st. luke’s. he’s 
been coming for five years, and he’s there 
almost every day of the week, including 
the sunday service.

“i spend all my time here,” he said. “if 
i’m not here, i’m home.” 

lloyd does not live the carefree life he 
once did, but he’s quick to acknowledge it’s 
a better life than he used to have. he has 
less than he’s ever had, yet he’s far more 
content and fulfilled.

“i got what i came for,” he said of st. 
luke’s and its outreach mission. “i’m a 
better person because of it. i help people. 
i’m filling my life with good things. i’ve 
put better people around me. And rob has 
been a real blessing to me.”

lloyd still has a few bad days, as we all do.
“But when you’re down, instead of 

crashing, you get back up,” he said. “Now 
i’m working my way up, but in a different 
way.”

‘that religious guy’

Parish evangelist Rob Pitman, left, has a lunch of shepherd’s pie with one of his helpers at St. Luke’s, Lloyd Arnold. 

mcknight photos

our volunteers is to go out and talk to 
people. some of their stories will break 
your heart,” says rob. 

“The biggest gift is our time. it’s impor-
tant. sometimes people just want to be 
heard.”

what st. luke’s used to offer and 
would like to again is haircuts. They had 
some volunteer stylists and barbers, but 
people come and go. They’ve even had 
refugees with barbering skills help out, 
but at the moment, they are without. 

rob’s work takes him beyond st. luke’s 
much of the time. At christmas, they 
made 40 care packages with toiletries and 
other goodies, “and we roamed around 
the uptown giving them out,” he said.

This year they want to fill 40 purses 
with toiletries for women for distribution 
to various city shelters and agencies serv-
ing women. 

rob is never without a stash of $5 Tim 
hortons gift cards he gives out to people 
in need on the street. Five dollars is the 
perfect amount, he says — enough to get 
something to eat, not enough to trade for 
a joint.

The outreach ministry at st. luke’s 
could use your support, through both 
prayer and giving. 

here is what they could use: cereal and 
other food items; men’s clothing; footwear 
of all sizes; volunteer barber and hair styl-
ist; toiletries for women; cash.  

You can contact rob this way:  
rcmpitman@gmail.com or 506-653-1134.
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“Happy Birthday 
dear…” church organ?
By the Rev. chRis hAyes 

st. Andrew’s church in petit-
codiac marked a rather odd 
milestone this past month.   
     Our church organ had its 
100th birthday!   
     we decided to mark the oc-
casion with an evensong hymn 
sing service, and invited the 
whole area to join us.
      (A synod office staff 
member had said, ‘you guys 
will celebrate anything.’ Yes, we 
respond. Yes we will). 
     A quick history: Organ 
#398880, a grand parlouro, 
was sent out from the estey 
Organ company in Brattle-
boro, Vermont in early 1917. 
     it was, in some ways, just 
another organ, yet, like every 
musical instrument, it was 
bound for places that would af-
fect peoples’ lives.   
     The workers at estey un-
derstood this. They were not 
considered manufacturers, 
but artists and craftsmen who 
signed their name to every 
instrument they made.  
     we can read who set up, 
tuned, checked, re-tuned and 
signed off on the organ before 

it was sent out. 
     This particular reed organ 
(also known as a parlour or-
gan, American organ, or pump 
organ) is rather rare in that it 
is a two manual organ with a 
pedal board.   
     such organs as these were 
often sold to well-to-do fami-
lies who had large rooms (par-
lours) in their homes for enter-
taining, and hosted parties and 
gatherings, often inviting local 
and visiting musicians to visit 
and play for the group. 
     The organ made its way 
through the lives of various 
families, eventually making its 
way into Ontario (no problems 
at the border, apparently), 
where a person named Nick 
stam (a member of st. george’s 
church, Moncton, known in 
the area as Nick the Dutch 
Baker) acquired it.  
     it eventually wound up in 
the stam family’s kitchen at 
their house in Notre-Dame. 
     in the fall of 2013 the elec-
tronic organ at st. Andrew’s 
had finally failed. 
     its electronic circuits had 
fallen prey to the changing 
humidly and temperature of 

a typical wooden New Bruns-
wick church through the 
seasons.   
     having put out a plea for 
leads on a new instrument for 
the church, Nick stam heard 
of the need, and responded by 
donating, delivering and set-
ting up this very organ   
     This generous gift has been 
much appreciated by the con-
gregation here, and the entire 
parish, and Nick has been back 
to play several times since 
then. Thank you to you, and 
your family, Nick! 
     A special note of apprecia-
tion must also be extended to 
Mrs. carolyn steeves, organist 
at st. Andrew’s.  
     After the loss of the instru-
ment she was very used to, she 
took on the challenge of learn-
ing to play a new organ with-
out a complaint or whimper.  
     we are very thankful for her 
willingness to continue in this 
important ministry for all who 
worship at st. Andrew’s. Thank 
you so much, carolyn! 
     Naturally, we all enjoyed a 
reception afterwards, though 
ironically, we forgot about a 
birthday cake!

TOP:  The Estey Grand Parlour Organ (modified twice, once with 
a hand crank to fill the bellows of the organ - handle still visible at 
right; once with electric blower to fill bellows (cabinet to the left of 
the organ contains the motor for the blower).
BOTTOM: The Rev. Chris Hayes, Nick Stam (benefactor and guest 
organist), and Carolyn Steeves, St. Andrew’s Church organist.

suBmitteD photos

LEFT: Again this year, the synod office team, Anglican 
Energy, topped the fundraising efforts in Fredericton for 
Coldest Night of the Year, with $2,395 raised to combat 
homelessness. From left: Bishop David Edwards, diocesan 
treasurer Irene Adams, bishop’s secretary Cheryl Jacobs 
and executive archdeacon Cathy Laskey.

ABOVE: The imposition of ashes at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Ash Wednesay, March 1, with the Rev. Canon 
Tom Smith and Bishop David Edwards.

mcknight photos

Where’s the bishop?
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Plans in place for an 
awesome anniversary 
at Camp Brookwood

By BARB sMith

Although we are barely rid of 
winter, plans are underway for 
another fun summer at camp 
Brookwood in Florenceville-
Bristol.   
     last year’s staff has been 
contacted and most are ready 
to come back again this sum-
mer.  seeD program jobs have 
been sent in, waiting now for 
students to apply.  
     The most difficult position 
to fill is the lifeguard, so if you 
know of anyone interested, 
contact the board of directors, 
or check out our website and 
Facebook. 
     All but two weeks have a 
chaplain scheduled. we are 
still in need of chaplains for 
week 1, July 5-7, ages 5-7; and 
week 4, July 23-28 ages 11-13.   
     we are excited that the in-
ner city Youth Ministry group 
from saint John will be return-
ing again this year, for not one, 
but two weeks, giving us an 
extra week of camp. 
     This summer marks the 
50th anniversary of camp 
Brookwood. plans are un-
derway for a special party at 
the camp which we hope will 
bring out past campers, past 
chaplains, past staff, past board 
members, present campers, 
chaplain, staff and many future 
campers.   
     with lots of fundraising 
and support from the dean-
ery, the anniversary special 
for campers is a reality, which 

means camping fees are half 
price — if registered and paid 
in full before May 31. That is a 
savings of $100.   
     we have almost reached our 
fundraising goal.  
     camp Brookwood relies 
heavily on the support of the 
many people in our surround-
ing parishes, and those from 
far away who contribute finan-
cially to help with the every-
day running of the camp and 
sponsorship of campers. 
     These are kids who other-
wise wouldn’t be able to attend 
and experience the natural 
wonders and god’s presence at 
Brookwood.

upcoming events in sup-
port of camp Brookwood:

• Music night at the Second 
wind café in Florenceville-Bris-
tol, hosted and organized by the 
rev. Bob leBlanc, rector of the 
parish of wicklow, wilmot, peel 
and Aberdeen. This is planned 
for April 7 at 7 p.m.

• Fundraising dinner and 
dessert auction on May 6 at 
6 p.m. at the royal canadian 
legion, Florenceville-Bristol.    

 This will be catered by 
Don Adams, featuring maple-
glazed, baked salmon portions, 
orange/ginger basmati rice, 
broccoli salad, apple pie and 
ice cream. lots of great des-
serts will be auctioned off to 
the highest bidder.  Tickets will 
be available in early April at 
$25 per person.

Visit our website: camp-
brookwood.ca

Be part of Camp Medley’s  
first ever kitchen party
By MARen McleAn-PeRsAuD 

we are beyond excited for the 
summer coming up at camp 
Medley and can’t wait for you 
to meet the team that will be 
changing children’s lives this 
summer.  
     summer registration is 
open, leader-in-Training ap-
plications are up and warm air 
feels so close! 

we have a busy spring 
calendar that gives you lots 
of chances to come and see 
what we’re doing and get to 
know the camp Medley staff, 
a group of talented, passionate 
young adults committed to this 
ministry.  
     There are two big events i 
want to tell you about coming 
up this spring season. 

The first event is that camp 
Medley is having a party! Any-
one who worked at, went to, 
or just loves camp is invited to 
join us for our very first camp 
Medley Alumni kitchen party 
on saturday, June 10. 
     we are so excited to have 
east coast musical duo “Fran-
tically Atlantic” joining us 
for what will be a memorable 
night at camp. Tickets are $20 
per person or $30 per couple.

camp will also be open to 
anyone wanting to get the full 

camp experience that week-
end!  
     For an extra $10 per person, 
you can stay after the kitchen 
party and campfire, then sleep 
in a cabin again (don’t forget 
your sleeping bag and pillow!) 
and have breakfast with us the 
next morning. 

The second thing you need 
to know is that camp Medley 
is having a dinner. (Food is a 
VerY important part of the 
camp Medley experience!) On 
saturday, May 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
we will be holding our annual 
“send a kid to camp” salmon 
dinner fundraiser.  

     what’s special about the din-
ner this year is that for the first 
time ever, it will be held at camp 
Medley. Meet the staff, hear 
stories about the power of camp 
and help us raise enough money 
to help any child in need attend 
Medley this summer.  

Tickets for both these 
events are available at the 
synod office. You can also 
reserve yours at the door by 
calling 488-2069 or emailing 
campmedley@anglican.nb.ca 

Finally, there is a fun new 
way to give to camp Medley 
this year through our Amazon 
wish list. 

simply search “camp Med-
ley” under the “Find a wish 
list” tab on www.amazon.ca 
and you will find a list of items 
that will enhance and support 
our program.  
     Any items you purchase 
from our wish list will be sent 
directly to camp. it’s that easy! 

god is doing something 
special at camp. i am reminded 
of this with every memory 
that pops up, with every camp 
picture i see, and in the faces 
of the campers whose stories 
stick with me all year long.  
     we hope you can join us at 
any point this spring or sum-
mer to be a part of god’s work 
at Medley. 

There’s nothing like a canoe ride or a swim to make the summer camping experience complete. 
The St. John River provides the perfect setting for water activities at Camp Medley. Learn more at 
campmedley.ca

mcknight file photo

Expanded camping season,  
registration at half price are some  
of the celebration year highlights

“God is doing 
something spe-
cial at camp. I 
am reminded of 
this with every 
memory that 
pops up, with 
every camp 
picture I see, 
and in the faces 
of the campers 
whose stories 
stick with me all 
year long.”  
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Fans of all ages enjoy 
Faith & Family night
By jAson sMith

On Jan. 20, the saint John sea 
Dogs hosted a Faith and Fam-
ily night that allowed churches 
to purchase tickets at a reduced 
cost to attend the game. 

with each sale of the adult 
and senior tickets, $5 was 
given back to the church as a 
fundraiser. 

The church of the resur-
rection, in grand Bay-west-
field took on that opportunity 
to support its youth ministry. 

The rez sold 53 tickets (the 
second highest of all churches 
that attended) and raised $140 
that will be split between the 
two youth groups, the senior 
youth and kingdom come 

(junior group). 
This was a perfect inter-

generational event as it allowed 
parishioners of all ages, toddler 
to youth to teen, adult and 
senior to come together and 
enjoy a great game. 

And what a game it was! 
The sea Dogs won 1-0 against 
the chicoutimi sagueneens. 

During the first intermis-
sion, christian band reckyo-
nce played and after the game 
Nhl legend glen “chico” 
resch spoke about faith in 
hockey. 

we say thank you to the sea 
Dogs for the event and hope 
they plan similar events in 
the future as there were many 
churches that participated.

It was a fun night at the Saint John Seadogs hockey game during 
a Faith & Family Night special event, with a portion of ticket sales 
going to local churches, a Christian band and an inspirational 
speaker following the game on Jan. 20. The Church of the 
Resurrection in Grand Bay-Westfield took full advantage of the 
special event, with their youth ministry in attendance at the game. 

jason smith photo

Yes, it’s time to start  
planning for CLAY 2018
last August, five teens and two 
leaders from the Diocese of 
Fredericton took part in clAY, 
canadian lutheran Anglican 
Youth, in charlottetown, p.e.i.  
     it was a fantastic experience 
as the youth were part of 900 
from across the country who 
attended. 
     This was the first time our 
diocese took part in clAY, and 
with our experience we would 
like to continue. 
      clAY is a bi-annual event 
which moves to different 
locations each time. The next 
clAY is at Thunder Bay, On-
tario from Aug. 15-19, 2018.  
     however, this time we 
would like New Brunswick to 
be well represented. The Youth 
& intergenerational Ministries 
Team (Yig) is encouraging 
any youth between the ages of 

14-19 (born between 1999-
2004 by the end of December 
2018) who may be interested 
in joining a team to attend 
clAY 2018.  
     Yig is also encouraging 
parishes and churches to form 
teams. Jason smith, Yig chair, 
will be leading a team and 
coordinating with other team 
leaders for the gathering. 
     each team consists of one 
leader and seven youth.  
      each clAY is different, but 
2018 will probably include a 
servant event, concerts, wor-
ship, workshops and lots of 
fun. 
     why are we talking about 
clAY 2018 now? unlike p.e.i., 
which is close to us, Thunder 
Bay is a little further away and 
requires more logistics. 
     prayers, discussion and 

fundraising efforts can begin 
now. Also this past clAY in 
p.e.i. was sold out very quickly 
and there were teams across 
the country who couldn’t take 
part.  
     if anyone is interested, now 
is the time to start the process 
and make sure our New Bruns-
wick teams are ready when 
registration opens.  
     unfortunately at this early 
date, only the time and loca-
tion are set. There is no infor-
mation on the registration and 
accommodation fees or any 
theme and outline.  
     if your church, parish or 
youth group is interested in 
having an information session, 
or if you are interested in join-
ing clAY 2018, contact Jason 
smith at yigfton@gmail.com or 
506-738-3474. 

peter wilkins photo

On Feb. 19, a service of confirmation was held at St. Luke’s Church, the Parish of 
Portland, Saint John. Nine very enthusiastic candidates were confirmed. Following 
the service, a reception was held in the church hall and gifts from the parish were 
presented to each of the newly confirmed young people. Front: Brady Kelly; Middle: 
Kara McAllister, Emma Kelly, Erin Nordstrom, Margaret Holder, Lauren Nordstrom, 
Katherine Holder; Back: Andrew Craft, Bishop David Edwards, Naysa Renju, the Rev. 
Canon David Barrett (priest-in-charge).

St. Luke’s confirmation
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On Sunday afternoon, Feb. 5, St. Anne’s Sunday School in 
the Parish of Campobello had a paint day which children 
in Grades 3-6 enjoyed. Children in Grades 7-12 did the 
same thing on Feb. 7. Both evenings were taught by 
Brittany Rice.
TOP:  Back row: Sierra Jones, Belle Mitchell, Larissa 
Cline, Eden Searles, Marissa Calder, Rianna Newman, 
Asia Robbinson, Ramsey Foster. Front row: Rachel Wry, 
Clay Smart, Ryland Soderman, Sophie Mitchell, Maddy 
Cosman, Charlie Claire Calder. BOTTOM:  Back row: 
Katelyn Denbow, Madison Mallock, Kiana Newman, 
Emma Barker, Kamden Foster and Molly Barker. Front 
row: Emma Tinker, Teagan Newman, Delaney Chute, 
Sevannah Calder and Declan Seeley. 

Campobello artists

suBmitteD photos

Messy 
Church 
a hit at 
Stone
By ByRon thoMAs 

it was a leaflet at stone church 
in the centre of saint John that 
led me to Messy church. 

Messy church had its 
beginnings in the uk. when 
i saw the handout at stone, 
i decided my two young-
est grandchildren and their 
grampy and grandma would 
go and support the event.

stone church recently com-
pleted a major transformation 
in its physical structure and 
the building’s multi-purpose 
sanctuary was ideal to host 
such a program. 

Messy church sees parents, 
grandparents and singles with 
their children use the space to 
do things together as well as 
learn about the teachings that 
Jesus told through stories or 
parables. 

The adults and their 
young charges do all sorts of 
things together from color-
ing, making things, playing 
and of course enjoying a meal 
together. 

At stone, there are rooms 
built underneath the balconies 
with storefront type aluminum 
and glass walls so that the little 
ones can play in their own 
space while the adults meet 
and talk in the main floor area 
but keep an eye on the small 
charges.

After the crafts, stories 

and painting, we had a great 
spaghetti supper. Besides eat-
ing and crafts, Messy church 
enables adults and children 
an opportunity to talk to each 
other, discuss common issues, 
in a setting where no one is 
judgmental or condescending, 
and yes, it is based on chris-
tian values and teachings.

stone did a bang up job and 
the efforts of the congregation 
members resulted in a well-run 
event. Messy church is about 
children and parents enjoying 
time together in a safe and lov-
ing environment. Nothing is 
forced on anyone, but our faith 
is not hidden either. 

in my opinion, if such a 
program sows a seed in our 
lord’s field, there is a good 
chance that new growth will 
appear. why not look up 
Messy church on the internet 
and try it at your church? it 
just might fit.
Byron Thomas lives in Saint 
John.    

Bonnie Thomas with grandaughter Jenna Thomas at work on a project at 
Messy Church.

Byron thomas photo

LEFT:  The annual 
Valentine’s party at All 
Saint’s Church, Keswick 
Ridge took place Feb. 11. 
Pizza, ice cream sundaes 
and games made for a 
fun-filled evening. From 
left:  Mavis Jones, Violet 
McLaughlin, The Ven. John 
Sharpe and Lance Jones.
BOTTOM: The Valentine’s 
luncheon is a yearly event 
put on by the Florenceville 
ACW in the Parish of 
Wicklow, Wilmot, Peel 
and Aberdeen. The money 
raised from the luncheon is 
directed to a need identified 
by the ACW. 

Valentines get-togethers  
in the diocese

suBmitteD photos
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Sisters
coMMentARy By  
KlAuDiA RAniszeWsKA

Not long ago, i was 
invited to a birthday 
party to celebrate one 

of my dear friends. she had 
invited her closest girlfriends, 
and i met a couple of new faces 
and the people behind them. 

At supper, i sat next to a 
Muslim woman who professed 
her faith from the very begin-
ning by declining alcohol and 
pork. she was kind, but firm, 
and just briefly mentioned 
that it was a contract between 
herself and god. 

i inquired further about her 
sacrifices, and she explained 
that for all the sweetnesses she 
could sacrifice in this life, she 
would enjoy them that much 
more in eternity in paradise. 

This woman is an educated 
medical doctor from North 
Africa, but because her license 
is not valid in canada, she is 
further educating herself to be 
able to practice and again do 
research in her area of exper-

tise. 
she was dressed in west-

ern clothing and spoke of her 
husband--whom i know as 
a fellow research scientist at 
one of the city hospitals--with 
ease and humour, suggesting 
harmony and joy within their 
marriage. 

As the party went on 
around us, we shared a very 
long and inspiring conversa-
tion about our backgrounds-
-and faith in particular. 

she was worried about her 
spiritual state since coming to 
canada a few years ago. 

her father’s family were not 
believers, rather cultural Mus-
lims, but her mother’s family 
were faithful, and she had, 
from an early age, discovered 
their spiritual life, reading 
sacred texts every day, praying, 
and trying to clean her heart of 
bad thoughts and intentions. 

As we continued our 
conversation, she expressed 
something most profound. 
For her, it feels as though her 
heart is no longer motivated to 

do things for the love of god 
alone, but because it is the 
“right thing” to do.

As we closed our spiritual 
exchange, she said the fol-
lowing: “i have considered 
covering myself to come closer 
to god again. what use is 
conformity if you’re not right 
with god?” 

i felt goosebumps on my 
arms as she said this, because 

Jesus’ words appeared in my 
mind: “Verily i say unto you, i 
have not found so great a faith, 
no not in israel” (Matthew 
8:10b). 

her words also reflected my 
personal story of faith, and i 
shared that when i first met 
god, my initial thought was 
to withdraw from the world 
completely and put on the 
traditional habit of a nun and 

live in his presence alone for 
the rest of my life. 

At this point, we simply 
looked at one another for some 
time, with mutual respect, rec-
ognizing the gap between our 
religions, but being bridged by 
his mysterious love.

Klaudia Raniszewska wor-
ships at St. George’s Anglican 
Church in Moncton.

morguefile.com

a global prayer movement which 
invites Christians around the 

world to pray between ascension 
and Pentecost (May 25-June 4) 

for more people to come to know 
Jesus Christ. What started out  

as an invitation from the  
archbishops of Canterbury and 

York in 2016 to the Church  
of england has grown into  

an international and  
ecumenical call to prayer. 

What can your 
parish do to  
take part? 

Thy Kingdom Come

www.thykingdomcome.global

Pilgrimage # 3 The 3rd annual bishop’s  
pilgrimage, in the  

archdeaconry of Moncton this 
year, begins Sunday, May 28 at 

St. Paul’s in Browns Yard,  
and ends Sunday, June 11 at  

St. Philip’s in Moncton.

Why? Bishop David says: “it 
is important for the bishop 

to be seen in the diocese and 
to visit and pray in different 

parts of it; and it gives me an  
opportunity to slow down.” 

What you can do:
• Pray for the  
bishop and those 
who will support 
him in this  
endeavour;  
• Join for an hour 
or a day.  
Call his office (506-
459-1801, ext 223 
for information

anglican.nb.ca/wp/pilgrimage/
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

The City Harmonic embarks on final tour
Few recording artists are 

so deeply identified with 
their home place as to 

almost breathe that place when 
they play.   
     Think the Tragically hip, or 
Bruce springsteen, or u2.   
in fact, springsteen once said, 
“real bands are made primar-
ily from the neighborhood. 
From a real time and real place 
that exists for a little while, 
then changes and is gone 
forever.  
     “They’re made from the 
same circumstances, the same 
needs, the same hungers, 
culture. They’re forged in the 
search of something more 
promising than what you were 
born into….” (2014 hall of 
Fame induction).   
     The city harmonic, which 
made its mark on the face 
of christian music worship 
breathes hamilton, Ontario air 
wherever it is. hamilton made 
this band, in many ways.   
     And now this band, which 
has sensed the call to finish 
playing as strongly as the call 
to begin, is on its Benedic-
tion Tour, its final tour, after 
making its final album, We Are 

One, released in late 2015. 
     in 2007 the city of hamil-
ton was suffering. Blue collar 
jobs, once the backbone (and 
strong one at that) of the city’s 
economy, were all but dried up.  
     Around 13,000 factory 
and industrial jobs had been 
reduced to 1,500. poverty was 
prevalent, and entire neigh-
bourhoods either fell apart, or 
ceased to exist altogether.   
     several small churches 
gathered together to pray for 
the city, and began serving 
in many outreach and care 
programs.  
     One night a week, they 
gathered together for wor-
ship, a raucous, uncharted, but 
prayerful and pleading kind of 
worship.   
     The music reflected such 
yearning for god. it reflected 
the frustration, and hope, the 

in-the-trenches, eclectic kind 
of ministry that happens when 
the need is great. This is the 
place which birthed The city 
harmonic. 
     some might remember their 
first album, which produced 
the anthem, “Manifesto,” 
whose lyrics are a mix of the 
Apostles’ creed and the lord’s 
prayer. it was recorded with 
rough, dirty-sounding electric 
guitars and a significantly out-
of-tune piano.   
     But it spoke loudly, boldly, 
and deeply to many people. 
The city harmonic was speak-
ing to god for the people of 
hamilton, but people from 
all kinds of places heard them 
loud and clear. 

     The latest album, We Are 
One, is typical of The city 
harmonic. it is straight ahead 
rock, with anthemic tunes that 
call you to sing along.   
     They speak a simple faith 
that reigns over all things, and 
of a loving god that is pres-
ent in all the world. They mix 
their songs with fast anthems, 
reflective ballads, and mid-
tempo songs that speak of a 
band with much to say, and 
many ways to say it.  
     No wonder they’ve been so 
sought after these past years. 
     Over these 10 years, the 
band recorded three full length 
albums and an ep. They toured 
North and south America, 
europe, and Asia (and for 
some reason are very popular 
in Norway; who knew?).   
     i believe they will be 
remembered, not for album 
sales, chart positions, tour tick-
ets sold, or dollars generated, 
but for the way in which they 
brought a new kind of honesty 
to christian popular music.  
     The city harmonic was 
raw; they were a bit rough 
around the edges; their music 
was not always refined, and the 

lyrics not always polished.   
with all of this, however, they 
came through as a band that 
really believed in faith first, 
music second; that believed in 
what they sang about; believed 
they had a reason for being up 
on stage that was not about 
themselves.   
     They are real, for lack of 
a better word. Their music is 
refreshing, and they touch a 
nerve in many listeners that 
runs deep.

The Benediction Tour has 
one stop in the Maritimes, 
in Moncton, April 23 at the 
Moncton celebration centre.  
     This will be the last chance 
to see the band, and in my 
opinion, it is an effort worth 
the price of admission ($20 in 
advance, $25 at the door, plus 
fees). This concert will likely 
sell out.  
     A sad time to say good bye, 
but if it is what god is calling 
to them, there can be no tears.

Rob Pitman, Threshold Ministries’ parish 
evangelist at St. luke’s, Portland

 
Favourite book of the Bible - Proverbs
Birthplace - Saint John, N.B.
What you love most about God – How God loves 
me unconditionally 
Favourite place on earth – Littleton, N.H. 
Farthest you’ve been from home – Tofino, B.C.
Favourite meal or dessert - Roast beef and pota-
toes
Biggest fear – Snakes
Hidden talent – I can drive and operate a fire 
engine
Favourite movie or book – Any Jason Bourne 
movie with Matt Damon
Your hobby – Woodworking 
Three things always in your fridge – Cheese,  
margarine and coffee cream
Favourite sports team - Toronto Blue Jays

Creation Matters Working Group  
encourages readers to observe and  

celebrate earth Day april 22.

earthday.ca
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Building marketplace 
ministry, with a little 
help from the diocese
Editor’s note: A year ago, the 
Diocese of Fredericton was 
overwhelmed with the news 
that not only did a generous 
parishioner, Dorothy Wilkes, 
bequeath $5.5 million to fund 
ministry and other ventures in 
the diocese, but that a $50,000 
annual income from her late 
uncle, George Bartlett, upon her 
death, would be directed to the 
diocese. Here is one outcome of 
that generosity.

By Gisele McKniGht 

every morning, Nathaniel, 
wayne and sarah go to work 
at catapult industry in saint 
John. They renovate, paint 
and repair houses and even 
churches.  
     Their work, on a large, run-
down, older property on his-
toric Douglas Avenue, recently 
won them a heritage award 
from the city of saint John. 
heritage Awards are given to 
homeowners and tradespeople 
“who have made significant 
contributions to the conser-
vation of our city’s heritage 
buildings over the past year,” 
says the city. 
     in this case, it was for 
outstanding residential façade 
preservation and rehabilita-
tion. 
     catapult industry is only 
a year old, but the business 
might not exist without the 
Anglican Diocese of Frederic-
ton’s help.

last May, because of the 
george Bartlett income, the 
diocese earmarked $10,000 
in start-up money to help get 
catapult off the ground. why?

Because the fledgling 
company is owned by Outflow 
Ministry, a christian faith-
based charity that runs the 
city’s only men’s shelter and 
serves meals five nights a week 
to anyone who needs to eat, 
among many other outreach 
initiatives.

“without the support of the 
diocese and that $10,000, it 
might not even have been pos-
sible,” said Jayme hall, execu-
tive director.

“During my time as the 
rector of stone church, it was 
my vision to be able to develop 
businesses in the uptown area 
of saint John which would 
create opportunities for people 

to re-enter the workforce,” said 
Bishop David edwards.    

“when Jayme came to us 
with a request for help to start 
catapult, i was pleased that we 
as a diocese were able to help.”

The creation of catapult is 
what Jayme calls “marketplace 
ministry” and he hopes that 
profits from catapult will soon 
help sustain Outflow’s tradi-
tional ministry.

“we wanted to go beyond 
compassion-style ministry 
— helping people, feeding 
people — to see individuals 
step beyond that, beyond the 
handouts.  
     “we want to be able to say, 
‘here are the tools to help you 
go to work.’”

The start-up money helped 
buy tools and equipment, set 
up the business and lure an es-
tablished carpenter, Nathaniel 
Muller, to join catapult. with 
him are wayne and sarah, who 
each have construction experi-
ence. 

One aim of this for-profit 
business is to expand to hire 
more people who might be 
rejected by other employers 
because of their pasts. 

“we’re teaching skills so 
that if they leave, they leave 
with skills,” said Jayme. “it’s 
‘restoration work’ in every 
sense of the word.  we hire 
guys with a past.”

while catapult is not awash 
in cash just yet, it is able to pay 
its employees, its bills and its 
business costs.

catapult has a few jobs on 
the go — siding a house, siding 
a church and working on the 
former Anglican house, which 
will become a coffee shop, 
another enterprise which will 
help in Outflow’s quest to be-
come more self-sufficient and 
put more people to work who 
desperately need a hand up.

After just a year in business, 
catapult’s award is a surprise 
that could help bring in more 
business. 

“This is not a bunch of 
homeless guys swinging ham-
mers,” said Jayme. “The quality 
of our work, as this award 
shows, is excellent.”

“My contact with Outflow 
has enabled me to get to know 
some of the people who are 
working for catapult and 
it’s good to see them finding 

confidence in what they are 
doing,” said Bishop David. 
“This heritage award is a hope-
ful sign for the future.”

The company is in discus-

sions with suppliers to take 
on some woodworking jobs, 
in addition to lining up more 
work for the construction 
season. recent media attention 

has led to a flood of inquiries. 
     catapult focuses mostly on 
residential projects. To contact 
them, call 1-888-529-6358  or 
catapultindustry@gmail.com . 

ABOVE: The project at 229 Douglas Avenue 
in Saint John won Catapult a heritage award 
for its restorative work. 

LEFT:  Wayne, Nathaniel and Sarah make 
up Catapult Industry, a young construction 
company in Saint John owned by Outflow 
Ministry. Money from the diocese’s George 
Bartlett fund has helped the company get 
up and running.
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