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with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength –  

This is our response to the greatest commandment 1 and it reflects other exhortations in the Bible to seek 

God with all that we are. 2  
 

-1- 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 

                                                                                                    Matthew 22:36-38 (See also: Mark 12:30, Luke 10:27) 

 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.         Deut. 6:4-6 

 

-2-   

But from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with 

all your soul.                                                                                                                                         Deuteronomy 4:29 

 

Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually!                                                          1 Chronicles 16:11 

 

The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 

                                                                                                              Psalm 14:2 

 

But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great is the 

Lord!”                                                                                                                                                               Psalm 40:16 

 

With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments!                                          Psalm 119:10 

 

I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me.                                                         Proverbs 8:17 

 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.                                                             Isaiah 55:6 

 

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.                                                      Jeremiah 29:13 

 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.          Matthew 6:33                                                                                                          

 

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 

receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.                                             Matthew 7:7-8                                                                          

 

So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.            Luke 11:9-10                                                        
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“‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its Ruins, and I will restore 

it,17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, 

who makes these things 18 known from of old.’                                                                                             Acts 15:16-17 

 

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted 

periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their 

way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,                                              Acts 17:26-27 

 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.                                    Colossians 3:1-2                                                                                    

 

-  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who seek him.                                                                                                          Hebrews 11:6 

 

We can be prone... to interpret these words very basically as emotions, spirit, body, and 

intellect.  However, even the shortest study on these terms tells us it isn’t so easy. Some say these terms 

are not intended to divvy up human nature into neat categories. Others think they overlap like circles on a 

Venn diagram.  Still others picture them as concentric circles with some more central and others on the 

edges. Few agree on psychological equivalents in human experience. That’s why I like how one writer 

puts it:  God wants us to love and obey him with “everything we’ve got.” (Dr Bill Strom) 
 

Seeking “with everything that we’ve got” includes experiencing the God who engages our 

deepest emotions (heart), seeking with an attitude and posture of desire and expectation (soul), 

growing in our biblical understanding (mind) and in a seeking that’s lived out in our actions 

(strength). 3 

 

-3- 
But from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with 

all your soul.                                                                                                                                         Deuteronomy 4:29 

 

…know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there 

is no other. Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command you today   Deut. 4:39-40  

 

(The example of King Josiah) Before him there was no king like him, who turned to the Lord with all his heart and with 

all his soul and with all his might…                                                                                                               2 Kings 23:25 

 

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary 

land where there is no water.                                                              Psalm 63:1 

 

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.                                                      Jeremiah 29:13 
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For out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.      Matthew 12:34 
 

- But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 

Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth.”                                                                                                                                                              John 4:23-24 

 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 

what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.                                                                Romans 12:2 

 

We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to 

obey Christ                                                                                                                                            2 Corinthians 10:5 
 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you.                                                                                                                                                  Philippians 4:8-9 

 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                          1 Thessalonians 5:23 

 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, 

joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.                                           Hebrews 4:12 

 

This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their 

hearts, and write them on their minds,”                                                                                                      Hebrews 10:16 
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                                         into closeness and conformity with Christ by the Holy Spirit 
As disciples* of Jesus, there is an unbreakable relationship between true conformity with him and 

true closeness to him. Disciples are called to lifelong growth and transformation in these two areas.    
-4-  

* “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) Jesus’s Great Commission 

to his disciples to make disciples involves an ongoing process of growth and maturation. Our learning and observance 

of all that Jesus commanded is a lifelong endeavour. 
  

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces  

character, and character produces hope,                                                                                                    Romans 5:3-4 
 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.     Phil 1:6 
 

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment      Philippians 1:9 
 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ                    Ephesians 4:11-13 
 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom 

the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 

makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.                                                                        Ephesians 4:15-16 
 

…holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, 

grows with a growth that is from God.                                                                                                      Colossians 2:19 
 

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the 

love of every one of you for one another is increasing.                                                                     2 Thessalonians 1:3 
 

Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress.                                1 Timothy 4:15  
 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the 

oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, 

since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by 

constant practice to distinguish good from evil.                                                                                       Hebrews 5:12-14 
 

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity…                                          Hebrews 6:1 
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation                       1 Peter 2:2 
 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 

of eternity. Amen.                                                                                                                                             2 Peter 3:18 



5 
 

Growth into closeness with Christ [drawing nearer to Jesus] 5 

Our relationship with Jesus is described with familial, love language. We are invited to draw near to 

God as He draws near to us, to abide in Jesus as he abides in us,  and (as a church) to answer his 

knock on the door and invite him to commune with us.  

-5- 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 

for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                               Matthew 11:28-30 

 

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.                             

                                                                                                                                                                    Matthew 28:37 

 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about 

me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.                                                                             John 5:39-40 

 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 

you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.                                                                                                     John 15:4-5 

 

You are my friends if you do what I command you.                                                                                          John 15:14 

 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ ... that I may know him 

and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,         Philippian 3:8-10 

 

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who seek him.                                                                                                           Hebrews 11:6 

 

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-

minded.                                                                                                                                                              James 4:8 

 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 

him, and he with me.                                                                                                                                 Revelation 3:20 
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Growth into conformity with Christ [becoming more like Jesus] 6 

We are called to be imitators of Christ, walk the way Jesus walked, have his servant attitude, follow his 

example, and obey his commandments.  
 

-6- 

If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given 

you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.                                                         John 13:14-15 

 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 

another.                                                                                                                                                             John 13:34 

 

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in 

his love.                                                                                                                                                             John 15:10 

 

For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would  

be the firstborn among many brethren                                                                                                          Romans 8:29 

 

Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.                                                                                     1 Corinthians 11:1 

 

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 

degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.                                         2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.                                                                                                     Ephesians 5:1-2 

 

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus…                                      Philippians 2:5 

 

…but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 

whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.                                    1 John 2:5-6 
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… by the Holy Spirit 7 

We acknowledge that our desire for growing closeness with Christ, and our hope of becoming more 

like him, cannot come completely or primarily by our own efforts, but by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 

-7- 

In John 16:7, Jesus made the startling statement that it was “to (his disciples’) advantage” that he would leave 

them/us with his ascension. For what reason could this be to our advantage? Because upon his leaving, the Holy Spirit 

would come as our paraclete (helper, comforter, encourager, counsellor.) The New Testament is saturated with 

declarations and assurances of the ongoing, transformative work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of disciples of Christ.  
 

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 

careful to obey my rules.                                                                                                                          Ezekiel 36:26-27 
 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you.                                                                                                         John 14:26 
 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 

whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.                               John 16:13 
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.                                                                                             Acts 1:8 
 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us.                                                                                                                                      Romans 5:5 
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.                                                                                    Romans 8:26 
 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those 

who are spiritual.                                                                                                                                   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.                                                                                            1 Corinthians 6:11 
 

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 

degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.                                         2 Corinthians 3:18 
 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh…But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                         Galatians 5:16, 22-23 
 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit…                              Ephesians 5:18 
 

He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior… 

                                                                                                                                                                           Titus 3:5-6 
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8 for our neighbours through service and the gospel.  

-8- 

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second 

is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 

Prophets.”                                                                                                                                              Matthew 22:36-40 

 

Seeking the good for our neighbours is a manifestation and expression of the command to love them. When we use 

the Bible to define “good,” we believe that this provides the deepest and pure definition of what loving our neighbour 

means. We want God’s version of good- the true version of good- for them. The best and most loving thing that we do 

to love anyone is to reflect and proclaim God’s glorious goodness through our attitudes, actions and words.  

 

Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor, but evil comes to him who searches for it.                    Proverbs 11:27 

 

…learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause. 

                                                                                                                                                                   Isaiah 1:17 

 

But seek the good (shalom, welfare) of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, 

for in its good you will find your good.                                                                                                  Jeremiah 29:7 

 

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?                                              Micah 6:8 

 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.          Matt 6:33 

 

So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. Matt 7:12 

 

But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. 

These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.                                                                  Luke 11:42 

 

Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbour.                                                   1 Corinthians 10:24 

 

See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone.    

                                                                                                                                                 1 Thessalonians 5:15 

 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and 

to keep oneself unstained from the world.                                                                                                James 1:27 
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The Bible tells us that God’s love for people is expressed by us through two biblical “kinds” of good:  

the practice of good works (service) and the proclamation of the Good News (the gospel.)  
  

Good works shine for people in a way that can help lead them to glorify the God* whose love and 

grace we are demonstrating to others. 9 
 

-9- 

*“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 

basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.                              Matthew 5:14-16 

 

Open your mouth, judge righteously, And defend the rights of the afflicted and needy.                              Proverbs 31:9 

 

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 

for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was 

in prison and you came to me.’…40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least 

of these my brothers, you did it to me.’                                                                                            Matthew 25:34-36, 40 

 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them.                                                                                                                                              Ephesians 2:10 

 
 So also good works are conspicuous, and even those that are not cannot remain hidden.                      1 Timothy 5:25 

 

…who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession 

who are zealous for good works.                 Titus 2:14 

 

And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not be unfruitful. 

                                                                                                                                                                            Titus 3:14 

 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works…                                                 Hebrews 10:24 
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The Good News is the means of identifying and addressing people’s greatest need -eternal 

separation from God because of our sin. This Good News proclaims God’s loving provision for this 

need– eternal and abundant life in relationship with God because of the Christ’s sacrifice and 

resurrection. 10 

  

-10- 

Central to the great commission call to make disciples is the acknowledgement that others’ discipleship begins with 

their response of faith and trust in the gospel. And if we are to love our neighbours as we love ourselves, then our love 

for them must include a desire for them to experience the peace, love, assurance and generous grace we’ve 

experience from salvation through the gospel! 

 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then 

the end will come.                                                                                                                                        Matthew 24:14 

 

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.                             Mark 16:15 

 
 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     John 3:16-17 

And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the 

living and the dead.                                                                                                                                           Acts 10:24 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 

and also to the Greek.                                                                                                                                   Romans 1:16 

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 

those who preach the good news!”                                                                                                        Romans 10:13-15 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 

whom I am the foremost.                                                                                                                            1 Timothy 1:15 

but in your hearts honour Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defence to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect                                                1 Peter 3:15 


