
THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM 

 

In the year 1870 the Methodists were having their annual conference in Indiana.  At one point, the 

president of the college where they were meeting said, "I think we live in a very exciting age." The 

presiding bishop said, "What do you mean?" The college president said, "I believe we are coming into 

a time of great inventions. I believe, for example, that men will fly through the air like birds." The 

Bishop said, "This is heresy! The Bible says that flight is reserved for the angels. We will have no such 

talk here." After the conference, the president, whose name was Milton Wright, went home to his two 

small sons, Wilbur and Orville.  And you know what they did to their father's vision.   The first Wright 

Biplane took to the air and made the first powered flight on December 17, 1903, near Kitty Hawk. 

 

Vision is the ability to see beyond the here and now to what the future will hold.  Too often in life we 

lack vision.  Consider these famous predictions that underestimated the incredible power of vision: 

 

In 1876 Western Union sent out a memo saying "The Telephone has too many shortcomings to be 

seriously considered as a means of communication." In 1899 Charles Duell the commissioner of the 

U.S. Office of Patents said, "Everything that can be invented has been invented.”  In 1943, the 

chairman of IBM Thomas Watson said, "I think there is a market for maybe five computers in the 

world."  In 1977 the president and founder of Digital Equipment Corporation Ken Olson said, "There 

is no reason why anyone would want a computer in their home." In 1962 Decca Recording company, 

turned down signing the Beatles: "We don’t like their sound and guitar music is on the way out." 

 

These are all examples of limited vision in terms of what was happening in the world around us.  

Limited vision can also happen in the church.  Too often we miss the opportunity to impact the world 

in which we live because we fail to have the vision to see what God is doing around us.  The result is 

that we lack any sense of clear direction and mission.  Today I want us to talk about faith so lets turn to 

the ‘faith chapter’ of the bible: 

 

Heb 11: 8  By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 

obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  9  By faith he made his home in 

the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise.  10  For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God  11  By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah 

herself was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made 

the promise.  12  And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  13  All these people were still living 

by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed 

them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.  14  People who 

say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.  15  If they had been thinking of 

the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.  16  Instead, they were longing 

for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 

prepared a city for them.  17  By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He 

who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son,  18  even though God had 

said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."  19  Abraham reasoned that God 

could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 

 

This scripture tells us 3 things about the faith of Abraham: 

 

1. He Saw the Invisible –  



Heb 11: 8  By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 

obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.   

 

By faith Abraham went WHERE he was told to go.  Even though I am sure that it did not make any 

sense to him at the time, he was obedient to God’s voice and went.  He left his comfortable home and 

the life he knew and he traveled through Caanan where he lived in a tent – a temporary structure.  He 

did this because he was looking forward to a "city with foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God."   

 

He was told to go and he went.  Can you identify with this?  You know that God is calling you in a 

certain direction, and even though it may not make sense and even though you may not have a clear 

idea of what the outcome will be you step out in faith and go.  I can identify with this.  After Naomi 

and I were married a few years we felt like God was calling us to the mission field.  We agreed to join 

the ship ministry.  The OM Canada office had initially said that we would be going to the ship Logos II 

which was in South America where our daughter Petra is right now.  We were prepared for that.  We 

were learning Spanish.  We send out a prayer letter saying how excited we were to be going to South 

America.  However, we got to the orientation in Holland I met an old friend who was personnel 

director on the Doulos, and he arranged it so that we would be going there instead.  We had to write 

back to all our supporters and tell them that our plans had changed and now we were going to this ship 

called Doulos, and we had no idea of where it was. 

 

We stepped out in faith not knowing exactly where we were going, but knowing that God was leading 

us.  We ended up going on the Doulos, which lead us to spending 10 years in Kuwait which ultimately 

prepared us to serve here at BBC.  The point is this, when God tells you to go, you go.  You may not 

have all the facts and it may not make sense, but you go where God leads you.  God does not expect 

you to have all the answers, he expects you to simply obey. 

 

So let me ask you a simple question, do you know where God is leading you?  What is your God given 

vision for your life?  Do you know where you are going? 

 

When he was 88, the Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes found himself on a train. The 

conductor called for tickets, but Justice Holmes couldn’t find his ticket and seemed terribly upset. He 

searched his pockets and fumbled through his wallet without success. The conductor was sympathetic. 

“Don’t worry, Mr. Holmes,” he said. “The Pennsylvania Railroad will be happy to trust you. When 

you reach your destination you’ll probably find the tickets and you can mail it to us.” The conductor’s 

kindness did not put Holmes at ease. He said, “My dear man, my problem is not ‘Where is my ticket?’ 

but rather ‘Where am I going?’ 

 

God does not always tell us the destination, but He does give the direction.  Abraham did not live to 

physically see the fulfillment of God’s promise.  Still, he believed God and went.  The promises of 

God he "saw them and welcomed them from a distance". That is vision.   

 

Webster's defines VISION as  1. The faculty of sight, 2. Unusual foresight, 3. A mental image 

produced by the imagination, 4. The experience of the supernatural as if with the eyes.  Vision is a 

mental picture of a desired future.  It is a picture that can be seen of what is not yet, but of what can be.  

It is seeing God's heart for your future. 

 

Vision . . . is a clear mental image of a preferable future, imparted by God to His chosen servants and 

is based upon an accurate understanding of God, self, and circumstance.  - George Barna 



 

How is your vision this morning?  I don't mean your physical vision but your spiritual vision.  What is 

your vision concerning your own life and ministry?  Maybe you are here this morning and you are 

wondering where God is leading you?  You asking God “what direction should I be going in?  What 

ministry should I be focusing on?” 

 

Today we have our annual congregational meeting.  What is your vision for this church?  Where is 

Lord taking us and what image or picture do you see of this church in the future? 

 

Abraham was willing to leave his home and live in a tent for the rest of his life because he saw the 

invisible.  He understood what God was going to do.  He endured the temporary to bring about the 

permanent.  He saw from a distance what God was going to do and followed that vision.  

 

A 5th grade Sunday School class was asked to go home and count the stars in the sky as part of their 

next lesson.  They came back with various numbers.  Some said 100, some said 1000, some said a 

million.  Finally the teacher asked one boy, "How many stars did you count?"  He replied, "3".  The 

teacher asked how did you only see 3?  He said, "I guess we just have a small backyard. 

 

We as a church have a big back yard.  Let me encourage you in the coming year to continue to  

"attempt great things for God and expect great things from God" -- William Carey 

 

2. He Chose the Imperishable – 

 

Heb 11:11  By faith Abraham, even though he was past age -- and Sarah herself was barren--was 

enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.  12  And so 

from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 

as countless as the sand on the seashore…  15  If they had been thinking of the country they had left, 

they would have had opportunity to return.  16  Instead, they were longing for a better country -- a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.   

 

When God told Abraham to go he went.  That required faith.  As he went the Lord revealed to him that 

he would become the father of a great nation.  Abraham had no idea of how that was possible, since he 

was past the age of having children.  Faith is not simply going WHERE God wants you to go, it is 

trusting that God knows HOW to accomplish his work and will through your life.  

 

Genesis 15:1-6 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, 

Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward. " 2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can 

you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 

And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 4 

Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your 

own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the 

stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 Abram 

believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

 

Abraham's focus was on what was before him, not what was behind him.  His focus was the future.  If 

all he had been thinking about was safety and comfort then he would never would have left Ur.  But 

Abraham's focus was not on what he had lost (looking back) - he was focused on what had been 

promised to him (looking forward).  He trusted God for the WHERE and the HOW of his life.  He 

understood that what he had left behind was nothing compared to what he would receive.   



Every day we have before us this same choice. We can choose the natural or the spiritual.  We can 

choose the perishable or the imperishable – building God's kingdom or building our own.  Building in 

our strength, or through God’s power. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17  For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  10  By the 

grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. 

But each one should be careful how he builds.  11  For no one can lay any foundation other than the 

one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 

costly stones, wood, hay or straw,  13  his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will 

bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  14  If 

what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  15  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he 

himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.  16  Don't you know that you 

yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?  17  If anyone destroys God's temple, 

God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 

 

Often people look at this verse and interpret it as to how we build our personal lives.  That we need to 

be careful individually how we live.  However, notice the wording.  Paul says here that you yourselves 

(plural) are God's temple (singular) meaning the church.  Each one of us chooses what part they will 

play in building the church.  We chose the materials we will contribute to the structure. 

 

To choose the imperishable means that you are willing to sacrifice in the short term to reap a harvest in 

the long term.  This can mean you sacrifice financially or that you sacrifice your own tradition or 

comfort.  As individuals and as a church you will face these decisions in the coming year.  Will you 

endure the discomfort of change in order to get to the place of blessing which is always at the centre of 

God's will and vision? 

 

When Igor Sikorsky was a boy of twelve, his parents told him that competent authorities had already 

proved human flight impossible. Yet Sikorsky built the first helicopter. And in his American plant he 

posted this sign: “According to recognized aero technical tests, the bumblebee cannot fly because of 

the shape and weight of his body in relation to the total wing area. The bumblebee doesn’t know this, 

so he goes ahead and flies anyway.” 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon once said, “God delights in impossibilities. One man says, I will do as much 

as I can. Any fool can do that. He that believes in Christ does what he cannot do, attempts the 

impossible, and performs it. And of course it was Jesus who said, ‘...if you have faith as a mustard 

seed.. nothing shall be impossible unto you.’” Complete trust or complete catastrophe. 

 

Maybe you are here today and you are asking the how questions of life.  God how can I make a 

difference in this world?  How will you use me to reach out and touch this community and world with 

the love of Jesus?  If I have learned one thing in life, it is this.  When we focus on the WHO, the HOW 

becomes apparent.  Trust God.  Act on what you know and what you have heard, and God will reveal 

the rest to you as you go. 

 

3. He Attempted the Impossible –  

 

Heb 11:17  By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received 

the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son,  18  even though God had said to him, "It is 

through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."  19  Abraham reasoned that God could raise the 

dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 



 

Abraham believed that God could do anything.  He trusted God with the WHERE and HOW of his life, 

and he trusted God with the WHY of his life.  He did not know why God would ask him to kill his son.  

Even though he did not understand the reason, he knew there must be more to the story that what he 

understood.  He reasoned that God could raise the dead.  He was willing to attempt the impossible 

because he knew that God could do the impossible. 

 

Gen 22:1  Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!"  "Here I am," he replied.  

2  Then God said, "Take your son, your only son,  Isaac , whom you love, and go to the region of 

Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."  3  Early 

the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and 

his son  Isaac . When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had 

told him about.  4  On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.  5  He said 

to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then 

we will come back to you." 

 

John Maxwell says that, "Vision is...the ability to see...the faith to believe...and the courage to do."  

Seeing and believing are fine but at some point the rubber has to meet the road and you have to step 

out in faith.  Faith involves action. 

 

James 2:21-2 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his 

son Isaac on the altar?  You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was 

made complete by what he did.   And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and 

it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.  You see that a person is 

justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 

 

Maybe you are here this morning and you are asking God WHY.  Why is this happening to me Lord?  

Why would you ask me to go through this sickness?  Why do I have to go through this brokenness?  

Why have you marked out this particular path for me? 

 

Trust God with the WHERE of life.  Go where He tells you to go.  Trust God for the HOW of life.  He 

can do anything with anyone He chooses.  And lastly trust God with the WHY of life.  He has a plan 

for you.  Step out in faith and trust God to do the impossible through you.   

 

About 350 years ago a shipload of travelers landed on the northeast coast of America. The first year 

they established a town site. The next year they elected a town government. The third year the town 

government planned to build a road five miles westward into the wilderness.  In the fourth year the 

people tried to impeach their town government because they thought it was a waste of public funds to 

build a road five miles westward into a wilderness. Who needed to go there anyway?  Here were 

people who had the vision to see three thousand miles across an ocean and overcome great hardships to 

get there. But in just a few years they were not able to see even five miles out of town.  They had lost 

their pioneering vision. With a clear vision of what we can become in Christ, no ocean of difficulty is 

too great. Without it, we rarely move beyond our current boundaries.  -- Lynn Anderson. 

 

Let me encourage us in the coming year to attempt the impossible.  Pray that God will so challenge us 

as a church that failure is not only possible but probable unless God shows up in power. 

 

Joe Darren wrote a song for the musical Man of La Mancha.  Don Quixote explains his quest and the 

reason behind it; 



 

To dream the impossible dream.  To fight the unbeatable foe.   

To bear with unbearable sorrow.  To run where the brave dare not go 

To right the unrightable wrong.  To love pure and chaste from afar 

To try when your arms are too weary.  To reach the unreachable star 

This is my quest, to follow that star.  No matter how hopeless, no matter how far 

To fight for the right, without question or pause.  To be willing to march into Hell, for a Heavenly 

cause 


