
Psalm 23:1 
The Lord Is MY Shepherd 

 

Most are familiar with the 23rd Psalm. More sermons, songs and 

books have been devoted to this wonderful poem than any other. 

There is not a funeral I have officiated that did not include a 

reading of Psalm 23. 

But familiarity can cause us to forget the life changing message of 

this Psalm. David is writing it in his elder years. Tradition says he 

wrote it while on the run from his own son Absolom. The picture is 

of David looking up at a starry sky and remembering simpler days 

when he would be a youth shepherding his father’s flock of sheep. 

So, David writes this Psalm from the sheep’s perspective. He 

begins by looking up and making the statement, ‘The Lord is MY 

Shepherd”. In ancient Israel, the name of God was so holy it would 

not be spoken aloud or written in full. You could never have a 

personal relationship with God. Yet David testifies, that God, the 

great I AM that I AM, who called Moses, was his PERSONAL 

Shepherd. 

As David considers the immense universe, he wonders what it is all 

about. And he is comforted that he is not alone, because the 

Shepherd who created it all, and holds it all in His loving hands, is 

PERSONAL. Our Heavenly Shepherd, is more than an impersonal 

deity. HE is a loving Shepherd who created us for RELATIONSHIP. 

He wants to be our PERSONAL Shepherd. Will you reach out to Him 

today? 
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