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February 10, 2020 

The Honourable John Horgan 
PO BOX 9041 STN Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E1 
via: premier@gov.bc.ca 

RE: Wet'suwet'en Land Dispute 

Dear Premier; 

The Right Reverend Dr. L. McMenamie 

900 Vancouver Street 

Victoria BC vav 3V7 

p 2S0.386.7781 ext 250 tf 1.800.582.8627 

bishop@bc.anglican.ca bc.anglican.ca 

I write to express concern regarding the escalating actions by the federal and provincial 
governments and the RCMP to facilitate Coastal Gaslink/TC Energy proceeding with their plans 
to push a 670-kilometer fracked gas pipeline through Wet'suwet'en lands without consent of 
the band's hereditary chiefs. Further, I call on your government to actively work to deescalate 
the situation on the Morice West Forest Service Road, and return to the table with hereditary 
chiefs, with open hearts and good intention to work together in a spirit of reconciliation. 

As you are aware, under Anuk 'nu'at'en (Wet'suwet'en law) all five clans of the 
Wet'suwet'en have unanimously opposed all pipeline proposals and have not provided free, 
prior, and informed consent to Coastal Gaslink/ TransCanada to do work on Wet'suwet'en 
lands. 

As people called to be peacemakers, Anglicans on these islands and inlets are particularly 
distressed that the BC government has contracted with the RCMP to "do whatever is 
necessary" to enforce an "Exclusion Zone" that extends beyond the scope of the BC Supreme 
Court injunction currently being enforced. It is critical, if reconciliation is ever to be realized in 
this province, that neither violence nor the threat of violence be used to force through any 
industry on the traditional territories of First Nations. 

Failure to honour the hereditary governance of the Wet'suwet'en people violates the principles 
of the U.N. Declaration on the Right of Indigenous Peoples (UN DRIP) and undermines the 
federal and provincial commitments to reconciliation. 

Consent for resource extraction projects on the lands of Indigenous people that relies solely on 
colonially imposed governance structures and the one-hundred-year-old legislation of the 
Indian Act can no longer be considered a sufficient consent process. 

We must move from a long history of denial of Indigenous rights to honouring and respecting 
those rights as set out in UNDRIP. The voices of the hereditary chiefs must be honoured. 

RENEWED HEARTS RENEWED SPIRITS RENEWED PEOPLE 



As people of faith seeking to decolonize our own hearts, minds and institutional structures, we 
stand with the Wet'suwet'ten people and acknowledge their right to determine what industries 
are placed and operated on their traditional territories. In the same way that we are working to 
live into our responsibilities as set out in the TRC Calls to Action and the principles of UN DRIP, 
we ask the federal and provincial governments and the RCMP also honour the Calls to Action 
and UN DRIP in word and action. 

All of us who live together on Turtle Island are at a crucial turning point. If we allow Indigenous 
sovereignty to continue to be violated, we risk sacrificing the steps forward we have made 
together. We have come far, yet we have further to walk in this journey of reconciliation. 

To that end, I ask that you actively work to deescalate the situation on the Morice West Forest 
Service Road by ordering the RCMP to move out of the territory, and return to the table with 
hereditary chiefs, with open hearts and an intention to work together in a spirit of reconciliation. 

I will be following this letter by calling on faith leaders of this region to join me in a walk of 
solidarity on Wednesday, February 12 at 12pm. I will begin my walk from the steps of our 
cathedral church at 911 Ouadra St (where I ended my Sacred Journey walk in 2016) and will end 
the walk with a circle of support around the protesters currently occupying the grounds of the 
legislature. I hope you will join me in that circle. 

Hon. Carole James, Deputy Premier of BC & MLA (Victoria- Beacon Hill) 
Mitzi Dean, MLA (Esquimalt-Metchosin 
Hon. Rob Fleming, MLA (Swan Lake) 
Sonia Furstenau, MLA (Cowichan Valley) 
Adam Olsen, MLA (Saanich North and the Islands) 
Hon. Lana Popham, MLA (Saanich South) 
Dr. Andrew Weaver, MLA (Oak Bay-Gordon Head) 


