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Introduction

Sunshine Coast Community Foundation was 

founded in 2003

 Its mission is to permanently invest a growing 

pool of donations from individuals and 

agencies, and to use the earnings to support 

charities in the Sunshine Coast community



Invested ‘Endowment’ Funds

 Since 2003, the permanently-invested funds have grown 

from $25,000 to more than $4 million in 2017
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Community Grants

 Since 2005, annual grants to charities have grown from 

$5,900 to more than $220,000 in 2017 
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Fields of Interest

 To date, the Foundation has made grants to charities 

offering community services in the following six categories:

 Social Development

 Health, Wellness, and Safety

 Arts, Culture, and Heritage

 Education

 The Environment

 Sports and Recreation



Four Usual Types of Grants
 Agency Grants

 Charitable organizations set up their own permanent endowment funds and each year 

receive an unrestricted grant from the annual earnings

 Donor Designated Grants

 Individual donors set up a permanent endowment fund and specify the charitable 

organization that will receive an unrestricted grant from the earnings each year

 Donor Advised Grants

 Individual donors set up a permanent endowment fund and the Foundation seeks their 

advice each year as to which charitable organization will receive a grant from the 

earnings

 Community Grants

 Individual donors give to a permanent endowment fund and the Foundation invites 

applications from charitable organizations to receive grants from the earnings each year



Community Grants Guidelines
Community Capacity Building Projects:

 build on the strengths and assets of a community or an organization,

 include the involvement of two or more groups in the development and 

implementation of a project,

 demonstrate clear outcomes,

 help create and strengthen participation by and networks among 

residents and organizations,

 provide seed funding for new initiatives, and

 respond to a need identified in Vital Signs.



Community Grants Guidelines 

(continued)
The Foundation also makes grants for equipment and materials that are 

decided based on need and community benefit.

 In addition, each year funds are set aside to support community 

environmental grants for projects that:

 protect and preserve the habitat and biodiversity of our fragile and 

unique Sunshine Coast ecosystems,

 protect and improve the quality of our air, water, and soil,

 encourage stewardship of our water, shorelines, and private lands, and

 educate the community about environmental and stewardship issues.



Eligibility for Grants

The applying organization must:

 be providing services which directly benefit the citizens of the Sunshine Coast,

 be a federally-registered charity or other qualified donee under the Income 

Tax Act or a collaborator with a federally-registered charity,

 provide all information required pursuant to the Community Grant “Letter of 

Intent” and the "Application Form",

 have completed its evaluation reports for all prior grants from the Foundation, 

and

 apply for only one community grant in each grant year (not including 

applications made on behalf of non-charitable agents).



Restrictions
Community Grants will not be made for:

 academic research,

 tours or travel outside the community,

 scholarships or bursaries,

 activities of religious organizations that serve primarily their membership and/or their 

direct religious purposes,

 general endowments,

 core operating and on-going costs not directly related to the project,

 building campaigns,

 operating or capital deficits, or

 individuals.



Foundation Grants Committee

 Made up of four Foundation Board members and six 

community representatives from across the Coast

 Provide advice to the Foundation regarding the 

grantmaking process

 Review and rank grant Letters of Intent and applications 

based on the criteria

 Recommend grants to the Foundation’s Board of Directors

 Board of Directors makes final decision



Vital Signs
 Based on available statistical information, Vital Signs assesses 

community wellbeing and identifies issues and trends of 
greatest concern to Sunshine Coast residents

 Full Vital Signs reports published in 2009, 2011, and 2014 with a 
variety of updates and snapshots in between

 Sunshine Coast Community Foundation uses the issues identified 
in Vital Signs to assess the urgency and importance of projects 
applying for Community Grants



2017 Vital Focus on Vulnerability



What is Vulnerability?

 Conditions that create susceptibility to physical or 

emotional threat or harm.

 Vulnerability may arise due to age, mental or physical 

disability, insufficient economic resources, social 

isolation, substance dependency, or living situation.



Vulnerable Seniors

 Between 2013 and 2016, the number of adults under 55 declined, 

while the number of adults 55 and over increased to 50% of the 

population. (This compares to 33% for BC as a whole.)

 In 2016, 36% of Sunshine Coast residents 75 years old or older lived 

on their own. This rose to 46% among those 85 years old or older. 

During 2016, over half of the clients who received services from the 

Better at Home program were over 75 years old and living alone.

 There are 49.1 long-term care beds per 1,000 individuals aged 75 

or older. The provincial guideline is 75 beds per 1,000 individuals 75 

or older.



Vulnerable Women

 The call volume to Yew Transition House has climbed 

steadily since 2011. There were 993 calls to the 24-hour 

access line in 2015 and 981 in 2016.

 The number of women and children provided with 

emergency shelter each year has fluctuated between 79 

and 113.



Mentally/Emotionally Vulnerable

 From 2013/14 to 2016/17, the number of active 

psychiatric clients grew from 460 to 1,202, while the 

number of active community counseling clients grew 

from 186 to 346.

 Clinics are seeing higher numbers of people with serious 

anxiety and depression (both in child and youth and adult 

populations).



Vulnerable Homeless
 The Shelter at St Hilda’s Anglican Church served 31 individuals 

over a period of about 5 months in each of 2013/14 and 

2014/15; and 38 individuals in the same period in 2015/16. In 

2016/17 this nearly doubled to 72 individuals. 

 With an expanded shelter capacity of 15 (over 10-12 from 

previous years), the shelter was at or over capacity 175 

nights out of 202, often holding 20 individuals in a space 

intended for 15 or fewer.

 Clients are predominantly middle-aged men, elder men and 

women, and people with persistent trauma-related mental 

health and addiction issues.



Housing Vulnerability

 More than half of rental households are paying more than 30% of 

their income toward shelter costs, and more than a quarter are 

paying more than 50% of their income toward shelter costs. 12% of 

renter households are overcrowded.

 The Canadian Rental Housing Index ranks the rental housing situation 

on the Sunshine Coast as severe.

 Both individuals and lone-parent families face a significant 

affordability gap in housing, with median earning individuals unable 

to afford even a 1-bedroom unit and lone-parents unable to afford 

a 2-bedroom unit.



Vulnerable Children

 In a recent survey, there were only 2 child care openings 

out of a potential 158 spaces. Of the 132 families who 

contacted the surveyed child care workers, 98% were 

waitlisted or just turned away.



Vulnerable Newcomers

 New immigrants face systemic barriers such as

 Lack of affordable housing, 

 Lack of childcare and employment opportunities,

 Increasing cost of living,

 Limited public transportation services,

 Social exclusion or isolation,

 Inability to transfer professional credentials.



Belonging

 What does it mean to ‘belong’ to a community?

 To feel a part of something

 To feel accepted for who you are

 To feel connected to people and place

 To feel supported when you are struggling

 The opposite of belonging is isolation and loneliness



How do we create/ensure 

Belonging?

 Public gathering places

 Volunteer Centre services 

 Central information/knowledge exchange

 Collaboration between organizations

 Healthy activities for families and youth

 Access to public transportation



Vital Conversation on Belonging

 Hosted by Sunshine Coast Community Foundation and the 

Community Resource Centre

 Gathered 52 representatives from a wide range of 

organizations serving Coastal residents

 Reviewed examples of successful efforts to build 

connections and a sense of belonging

 Brainstormed six projects to address issues of vulnerability 

and belonging in our community



Projects to Create Belonging

 1. Volunteer Centre/Knowledge Resource Centre

 2. Small Community Grants and Community Block Parties

 3. Community Kitchen

 4. Food Rescue program

 5. Youth Job Readiness

 6. Physical spaces for gathering and ideas



2018 SCCF Grants Deadlines

 Thursday, February 1, 2018 Letter of Intent process 

opens

 Wednesday, February 28, 2018 5:00 PM PST Letter of 

Intent deadline

 By Invitation Only:

 Monday, April 2, 2018 Full Application process opens

 Monday, April 30, 2018 5:00 PM PST Full Application 

Deadline



SCCF Grants Application Software

 Community Force: https://sccfgrants.communityforce.com/Login.aspx

https://sccfgrants.communityforce.com/Login.aspx


Thank you!

Questions and Discussion


