
UNDERSTANDING AND RESPONDING TO ISLAM 

INTRODUCTION 

-hard conversations series thus far – 4 left 

-political correctness is huge issue today – get comic 

1. Cannot do or say anything out of fear of offense – non tolerance – water down truth 

2. People take pride in being Non PC crowd often rude, obnoxious, unloving – beat people 

over head with truth 

3. Guided by two things: biblical correctness (2 Tim 2:15) – second concern is speaking 

truth in love (Eph 4:15 

Let me lay a bit of a foundation of key points before we dig in.  As Christians we are ambassadors of 

Christ (2 COr 5:20) and have a special duty to speak the truth in love. (Eph 4:15)  Too often we have 

denigrated and demonized people of another faith out of ignorance, been fearmongerers and in so 

doing have actually hurt the cause of Christ.  If we are going to speak about Islam and Muslims we must 

find greater understanding than is popping up on many facebook pages.  Try to provide some of that 

today – one of my goals. 

Many of us confused – see Muslim terrorists blowing themselves and others up in name of their religion 

and then we hear that Islam is a religion of peace.  See immigrants coming and wanting to change 

Canada.  We cannot bring two things together – leads to confusion and fear and sometimes if honest to 

racist thoughts, attitudes, words and actions.    

Are some Muslims terrorists – yes.  Are some Christians racial bigots – yes.  Labeling all Christians bigots 

or all Muslims terrorists who want to kill westerners is false.  Turning our back on all Muslim 

refugees/people many of whom are fleeing war, famine, persecution, disease because of fear or 

ignorance does not reflect the heart of Jesus.   (Ex 22:21)  

Listen well.  I suggest to you that from a Christian perspective the greatest fear about Islam and radical 

Islam is that it is radicalizing Christians.  Changing the way we live out the gospel.  Tempting us to make 

exceptions in how we treat certain people and to whom we show love.  Causing us to move away from 

call to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us.  (Matt 5) Which by the way is a direct 

command of Jesus that is utterly unique and without comparison in world religions.  2nd goal of this 

sermon is letting God shape his response to Islam in us. 

One more point before get going.  Joseph Cummings has said ‘I have heard it said that Islam is Satan’s 

greatest masterpiece.  Crusades were.  Not because crusades were worst atrocities that ever happened 

in history.  Hitler, Stalin, Pol pot were worse) What is so horrible about the crusades is that it was done 

under the symbol of the cross of Christ.  Satan succeeded in distorting the very heart of the Christian 

faith.  Cross is at heart of entire Christian faith.  What does it signify to the Muslims and Jews of world?  

Christians hate you enough to kill you.  What is it supposed to mean?  God loved you enough to lay 

down his life for you.  Satan succeeding to taking very heart of Christianity and turned it not just to 

mean something different but exact opposite of what it is supposed to mean.’ 



We cannot let that happen again.  Greatest challenge is not Islam but how we choose to respond to it.   

We must fight not to let our theology and Christian lifestyle be defined by radical Islam.  If we do our 

homes and churches will be filled with fear, hatred and anger. 

Prayer – repentance and protection 

Answer some questions – cannot go in depth but give starting point 

1. What does term Islam mean? 

a. Submission to God 

b. Muslim is one who strives to submit to God 

2. Where are Muslims found? 

a. Around world but predominantly in Asia, middle east, Africa 

b. 1.6 billion muslims in world – 23% of world population – growing mostly by biological 

growth 

c. 60% are Asian(Indonesia)/22% Arab world/12% sub Saharan Africa/5% Europe 

d. Canada has just over million Muslims – 3.2% of population according to National 

Household survey of 2011. 

i. Calgary has largest mosque in N America 

e. 2010 – 2030  Canadian population predicted to grow by 18% - in same time population 

of Muslims in Canada expected to grow 183% - ( the future of the global Muslim 

Population) 

i. Question  - is this a threat or an opportunity – fill you with fear or with passion 

for mission? 

3. Where did Islam begin and who founded it? 

a. 610ad – Mohammed – not Ishmael or Esau (Gen 21 and 25) Trace genealogy lines from 

Arab people to Ishmael but not faith lines.  Remember that not all Arabs are Muslims 

nor are all Muslims Arabs.   

b. Mecca - Time of polytheism and multiple gods – like Acts series cities 

c. Mohammed was camel caravan leader/trader – 40 years old - went into cave to 

meditate and pray and had vision from being he perceived to be an angel – heard recite 

and he opened his mouth and out came God’s words - ‘there is only one God and his 

name is Allah – worship him.’  ‘surrender to the will of the one God – Allah – flee fires of 

hell awaiting those who worship other deities’  Got visions for the rest of his life. (20 

years) 

d. Preached for 12 years in Mecca and was rejected and persecuted – fled to city of Yathrib 

in 622.  Set up community under guidance/rule of God in that city – Medina – the city of 

the prophet. 

e. Prophet Mohammed became political, military and community leader.  Islam was 

spread through warfare throughout Arabian peninsula up till and after his death. 

f. Died in 632 – followers collected guidance or visions he received into book called Koran. 

4. What is Islam’s holy  book – they have several 

a. Koran – dictated to Mohammed by God through Gabriel the angel 

i. Told in Koran to read Torah – zabur (psalms) – injeal (gospel of Christ) 

ii. All books other than koran have been corrupted and cannot be trusted 

5. What do Muslims believe 



a. 7 foundational beliefs 

i. Belief in God – Allah 

ii. Belief in angels – both good and bad 

iii. Belief in revealed books of God 

iv. Belief in God’s many prophets of whom Mohammed is chief and final prophet – 

also Moses, Abe, Jesus, David 

v. Accepting the fact that there will be a last day judgment 

vi. Everything that happens is God’s will 

vii. Belief in life after death 

6. How do Muslims believe they are saved? 

a. 5 pillars 

i. Shahadah – confession of faith – there is no God but God and Mohammed is the 

messenger of God.  If make this confession you are a Muslim 

ii. Prayer 5 times a day (before sunrise, mid-morning, noon, mid-afternoon, after 

sunset) 

iii. Giving of alms – 2.5% of wealth – purifies the rest 

iv. Fast of Ramadan – lunar month from sunrise to sunset go without food or drink 

(nothing pass the throat) Eat what you want from sunset to sunrise.  Also fast 

from smoking and sex. 

v. Pilgrimage to Mecca once in life if affordable 

b. No guarantee of salvation – judgment day you hope good deeds outweigh bad 

7. Is Islam a lot like Christianity? – NEED TO PARK HERE A BIT  There are similarities and differences  

a. Similarities 

i. Monotheistic – Duet 6:4 

ii. Universe created by God – Gen 1 

iii. God given humanity special revelation (Koran and Bible ) 

iv. There will be final judgment – Heb 9:27 

b. Fundamental differences that goes to the heart of Christian gospel and NT teaching 

about and of JC.  Appreciation of similarities must be framed in awareness of differences 

c. Differences 

i. God - Hear question are Allah and God of Bible same God?  Inflammatory.  

Suggest wrong question that create walls and is ineffective – what is the nature 

of your God?  What is your God like?  If two terms have identical properties 

then we can fairly say they refer to the same thing but if they don’t they do not. 

As we look at that the answer to the initial question will become clear. 

1. God is knowable Jer 17:3/9:23-24– Allah is unknowable – know his will 

but not him 

2. God is person with intellect, emotions and will – Allah is not person for 

it would lower him to level of man 

3. God is spirit (John 4:24) – blasphemous for it degrades the exalted one 

4. God is trinity – 3 but one – Allah is not father, Jesus is not Son and not 

god, (if you believe that you will go to hell),  HS is not god 



5. God is omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent but limited by his 

nature (eg cannot sin cause holy) – Allah is not limited by anything and 

can act however he chooses 

6. God is love – I John 4:8  In Koran God does not love sinners or 

unbelievers but only those who first love him – that is kind of love Jesus 

condemned Pharisees for.  Koran never identifies God as love nor does 

it command us to love God.  Love compromises his sovereignty and 

humanizes him. 

7. God entered history personally (Matt 1:7) – Allah works through agents 

but does not enter personally into history 

8. God is redeemer, Savior, intercessor, source of grace – Allah has no 

grace only law 

9. summary 

a. While agree there is one God who is creator there are 

fundamental differences in nature of God and what he expects 

from humanity.    

b. Christians worship triune God – father who loves 

unconditionally, son who incarnates and who is willing to die for 

us so that we may be forgiven and an imminent HS who lives in 

us.  That is not who Muslim God is and is not what Muslim God 

does. 

c. Discussing nature of God rather than just declaring God and 

Allah are different allows us to share the wonders of our Lord 

and allow people to be drawn to Him. 

d. Jews and God – trinity is an elaboration of Jewish theology not 

rejection of it.  Islam categorically rejects it. 

ii. scripture 

a. Muslims Allah revealed his will (not himself to various prophets) 

so that we can obey in Koran.  OT and NT are corrupted and not 

authoritative – Koran is definitive and final revelation 

b. Christians believe that God revealed himself progressively in OT 

and NT so we can know him and be transformed.  Relationship. 

iii. Islam and Christ 

a. NT points to incarnation of Jesus as apex of God’s self-

revelation (John 1:1-18, Heb 1:1-3) Islam denies doctrine of 

incarnation and deity of Christ. These are central to the 

message of the gospel. 

b. Jesus given prominent place in Koran – called Messiah, Son of 

Mary, Messenger, prophet, servant, word, spirit of God and 

always referred to with reverence.  Muslims deny Jesus died on 

cross – the Jews thought they killed him but did not – 

unthinkable that God would allow Jesus a god appointed 

prophet to be crucified.  At last moment God took him to 

heaven and someone, likely Judas, died in his place. 



c. Death of Jesus on cross followed by glorious resurrection is at 

heart of the Christian message.  Gospel is good news that Jesus 

Christ , the incarnate son of God is Savior and Lord and through 

his life, death and resurrection we can have forgiveness and 

redemption from sin, new life through indwelling power of HS 

and reconciliation with God.  No gospel without the cross for 

through Jesus’ death on our behalf that forgiveness is possible. 

8. Are Muslims coming to Christ? 

a. Tremendous increase is numbers of Christians among Muslim 

b. Vast majority of Muslims wake up every morning with no bible, no church and no one to 

tell them of the way truth and life. 

c. In last 25 years in US alone more than 100 times as many people have gone to middle 

east countries to serve in military capacity that have gone to middle east to serve King 

of Kings by preaching gospel of peace. 

d. I missionary for every million Muslims in world 

e. In spite of that more Muslims coming to Christ since 1970 that in entire previous history 

of outreach to Muslim world 

f. God is doing a work among Muslims 

9. Why are Muslims coming to Christ?  Fuller theological study of 600 Muslim background 

believers (we take for granted – recognize the beauty of what you have been blessed with) 

a. Assurance of salvation – I have confidence concerning the end of my life.  1 John 3:16 

b. Character of Jesus 

i. Refuse to retaliate when mistreated – Isa 53:& 

ii. Crucified messiah – Isa 53:1-3 

c. Power of Bible/Gospels 

i. Sermon on Mount – Matt 5-6 

ii. Love for poor, outcast, downtrodden 

iii. Character of God 

d. Gift of dreams 

i. Prepatory dreams – appearance of Jesus – I am not dead 

ii. Empowering dreams – strength to endure difficulties 

e. Supernatural encounters – I am Jesus Christ whom you hate.  I am the Lord whom you 

are looking for.  Like Saul’s Damascus road experience 

f. Power of love – greatest reason 

i. Scripture testifying to God’s love for them – God loves me just as I am  - God 

loves all people even enemies – Rom 5:8 

ii. Love of example demonstrated by believers 

g. Relationship with God 

i. Astonished that God can be friend and father – Rom 8:5 

ii. Adopted in love as children 

h. Friends we take for granted often the very things that are so wonderful to muslims that 

it draws them to Christ.   

10. How should we respond? 



a. Issue is not how we feel but what we will do that is distinctly Christian – act not out of 

emotion but truth and call of God. 

b. Suggest the persecuted church of Middle East under great pressure has become our 

model.  Opening doors to Muslims and Christian refugees.  In face of violence are 

refusing to hate or let fear change their way of living faith. 

c. Ideas (suggestions) 

i. Repent – examine our hearts – prejudice, bias, racism, condemnation 

ii. Admit many Muslims do not approve of violence in spread of Islam 

iii. Pray for salvation of Muslims 

 

a. Extend help and friendship even if afraid – God not given us a spirit of fear 

i. Power of actually getting to know someone is powerful 

ii. Muslim mom standing alone at school, guy at work who is ignored and 

ridiculed.  We do not have to compromise one little bit of our faith to 

reach out with love of Jesus.  We compromise if we do not. 

iii. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could hear Muslim say the church of 

Canada made me feel more welcome than anyone else 

b. Make common cause when and where we agree 

i. Not ignoring our differences 

ii. Agree on morality issues, family issues 

c. Don’t pretend no difference – model respectful disagreement 

i. Lazy and disrespectful to Muslims to call them brothers and sisters and 

say we worship same God.  Not true.  Let’s secular people say all 

religions are the same and reject them. 

d. Make sure Christianity is healthy 

i. How is your spiritual life?  Raising kids to know and love Jesus?  Involved 

in Christian community actively learning to grow in Jesus and serve him?  

Sharing Jesus with people who do not know? 

ii. Spiritual apathy or lethargy of Canadian Christians is a far greater enemy 

to Christianity than Islam ever will be. 

CONCLUSION 

Stop living in fear 

Stop letting society set our agenda 

Model love as taught in bible and seen in Jesus 

Proceed gently and prayerfully confident that the HS is working in us and in them. 


