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There is no such thing as staying still while floating in the ocean.  A little while ago a 
book was written about a woman named Glenda and her husband Robert who went 
yachting four miles off the coast of Florida.  It was a beautiful day and Glenda grabbed 
her snorkel gear and jumped overboard. 
 
The water seemed calm, and she was having a blast bobbing around.  But under the 
surface the tide was going out and the current was strong.  When Glenda surfaced and 
looked around she realized she had been swept away from the moored boat and so 
called out to Robert who, without thinking, dove into the water after her.  Instead of 
being able to save her they soon realized they were both being carried out to sea. 
 
Robert was a champion swimmer, so he and Glenda made a plan.  He would swim 
against the tide towards the boat seeking to keep it in view while waiting for the tide to 
change, and she would save her strength and drift. 
 
As it turned out Robert fought the tide for 6 hours while continuously losing ground.  But 
just as the sun was setting, and just before the boat was about to disappear over the 
horizon, the tide shifted and began pushing him towards the boat.  Finally, just as it was 
getting dark, and he was completely exhausted, he was able to climb aboard and call 
for help.    
 
He then immediately set off to look for his wife, but in the dark it was impossible.  All 
night he feared the inevitable, but at first light the coast guard set off in a last-ditch effort 
and amazingly were able to locate Glenda some 20 miles out and still alive.  It is one of 
those incredible true stories.1   
 
Of course it’s a story of survival.  But it is also a story about how those who coast never 
stay in the same place.  And this is where Peter is going to take us in our text today.  
Those who neglect diligence and effort and striving and sweat find themselves drifting 
calmly into great peril.  The tide is simply too strong. 
… 
Alright, grab your Bibles and open them up to 2nd Peter 1.  This is our second week 
looking at the words of the Apostle of whom Jesus said “I’m going to build My church on 
this rock.”  And today we are going to build on what we encountered last week. 
… 
So last week we established that Peter didn’t get to be the number 1 Apostle because 
he was awesome.  If anything, he won the award because he was the most average.  
Peter was a passionate Jesus follower but he was also a shoot-first-worry-later-about-
whether-the-gun-is-in-your-pocket kind of guy – know anyone like that?   

                                            
1 Boning Richard A. “Glenda’s Long Swim: The Incredible Series” Dexter & Westbrook Pub, New York, 
1978. 
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So he is constantly making mistakes as he bumbles along.  He’s constantly thinking he 
knows better than Jesus.  He’s the guy who spends three years walking around with the 
Saviour of the world and then denies he even knows Him in His moment of need.  
Peter’s pathetically normal.  And if you’re pathetically normal this should encourage you. 
 
Because here’s the thing with Peter, he doesn’t give up, he maintains his faith to the 
end, and he grows.  And over the course of his lifetime he changes from sifting sand to 
the rock Jesus said he was.  And this is where we find him today. 
 
So, in the verses that we looked at last week Peter said the promise of God’s grace 
empowers us to live up to what we were called into. 
 
So Christians are people who have received what God has done for us.  God’s divine 
power has given us everything we need to live a godly life – that’s verse 3.  And as we 
tune our eyes to focus on our Saviour’s great and precious promises we can become 
participants in the divine nature.  With Jesus’ Spirit in us we can stand against 
temptation and pursue holiness.  That’s the message of the Bible. 
 
So salvation is a God thing.  He gives us grace even though we don’t deserve it.  He 
calls us to Himself and frees us from the bondage of sin, and we do nothing in this 
because we are powerless.  We are like a pile of dry chicken bones from last week’s 
BBQ.  There’s no rattling. 
 
But into that hopelessness God breathes new life through the gift of His Spirit.  That’s 
incredible!  And if you’re a Jesus follower that is your story.   
 
But that’s not the end of your story.  From here sanctification begins.  And sanctification 
is the process of looking more and more like Jesus.  And God starts this in us too.  So 
His Spirit enables us to pursue holiness and escape the corruption of the world.  But the 
difference between salvation and sanctification is that we have a part to play in the 
second.  We must participate in the divine nature for sanctification to occur.  And this is 
where Peter is going today.   
… 
Now one other note as we get started: In today’s text we get one of the most precious 
gifts of scripture – assurance of salvation.  Peter says there is a way for pathetically 
normal people to know whether they are saved or not.   
 
And so if you are a pathetically normal person who wants to please God but finds 
yourself bumbling along; and you’ve wondered “am I really saved” then this text is for 
you. 
 
Let’s pick it up in chapter 1 verse 5.  
 
[Read 2 Peter 1:5-7] 
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So before we can get into anything Peter says here you need to notice the linking words 
at the beginning of verse 5.  Peter says “For this very reason.”  And what he is talking 
about is what God has done for us in verses 3 and 4.  So God saves us by giving us His 
divine power.  But then, Peter says, since this has happened, we must make every 
effort to add something to the faith we have received.  If you’ve received God’s grace it 
must stir up a passion within you to pursue godliness.2 
 
Friends, the logic here sits at the very center of what it means to be a Christian.  If you 
get this wrong you get everything wrong.  Here it is: Jesus followers are people who 
work hard because God is already at work in us.  That’s what it means to follow Jesus.  
Don’t get this backwards.  So Paul says: 

Dear friends… work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying 

God with deep reverence and fear. For God is working in you, giving 
you the desire and the power to do what pleases Him. (Philippians 

2:12-13) 
 
So we are called to hard work, but we aren’t earning anything from God.  Our work is 
the response to the salvation we have received.  We work because we love a God who 
has lavished His love upon us.  And the result is a very different kind of relationship. 
 
So imagine a scenario.  Imagine you are single – now this might be painfully easy for 
some of you and others of you shouldn’t imagine this too hard or the person beside you 
is going to make life painful.  But imagine you are single and you are just getting into a 
special relationship.  And you are enamoured with this person.  They just seem perfect 
to you.  The only problem is, as the relationship progresses, it became more and more 
apparent that you love them more than they love you.  Are you there?  How does that 
make you feel?   
… 
Now you want them, and you love them, so what do you do?  Well, you start working to 
earn their love.  You buy flowers, you set up dates.  You do everything you can.  And 
maybe it works out, maybe it doesn’t. 
… 
I’ve got a couple friends with this story.  So when I met Ryan he was in love with this girl 
named Christy.  And he was chasing her hard.  And Christy thought Ryan was a nice 
guy… but just for someone else.  Ouch!  And I felt bad for Ryan.  I remember sitting him 
down and saying: “Look dude, the pond is big so keep fishing because she isn’t biting.”  
But Ryan wasn’t interested in that advice. 
 
And he wasn’t just a stalker, he was a nice stalker.  And eventually Christy noticed.  And 
after about three years she fell in love with this guy who had loved her for a long time.  
And so their story ends great.  But there was a lot of unknowns in this for Ryan.  He 
invested a ton of love trying to convince Christy to love him back. 
 

                                            
2 Outline adapted from John Piper https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/confirm-your-election Accessed 
June 14, 2019 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/confirm-your-election
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Now imagine a second scenario.  Imagine you are married and it’s awesome.  Your 
friends talk about the ball and chain, and you respond “Hey, if this is torture, chain me to 
the wall.”  And so you buy flowers, and you set up dates and you do everything you can.  
Now it’s still work.  But here you aren’t working to earn love; you work because you 
have love and you want to live worthy of it.  Can you see the difference? 
… 
It’s this second kind of work that Peter’s talking about in this section.  It’s work, but it’s 
work in response to a love you have received from God.  But hear this: it’s still work! 
 
So Peter lays out an 8-part progression that starts with faith and ends in love – faith, 
goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, mutual affection, love.   
 
And he says faith comes first.  Faith is the God-given gift to respond to His grace.  This 
is the beginning.  And love is the conclusion.  Love is the goal of the Christian life.   
… 
The Apostle John says God is love, and so when we love God and love our neighbours 
then we are imaging Christ.  But between the first moment of faith and ultimate Christ-
likeness is the process of sanctification.  Christ-like love is not something that just 
happens to you – people don’t wake up the day after being saved and say, “Goodness 
gracious, I just want to die for my enemies today.”  No!  Most of us don’t even want that.  
And that’s because we aren’t there yet.  Christlikeness is something we participate in 
developing over time. 
 
And so Peter lays out six qualities between faith and love that we must participate with 
God in developing.  So while verses 3 and 4 were all about what God does for us – He 
has given us everything we need for a godly life – here Peter challenges us, “hey, if 
you’ve received the gift of faith, then don’t drift.  Press forward, take ground, do not be 
content with where you are.” 
… 
Now why the passionate appeal to progression?  Well Peter’s saying virtue is not some 
optional icing on the cake for people who have pinchable cheeks and a propensity to be 
goody-goodies.  Peter is saying only those who make every effort to strive towards 
looking more and more like Jesus have received faith.  To sit back and coast is to be 
swept out to sea.  But this doesn’t have to happen.  Look at verse 8. 
 
[Read 2 Peter 1:8-9] 
 
So here is the answer: if you possess these qualities in increasing measure – in other 
words if you are growing – then your knowledge of Jesus will not be ineffective and 
unproductive.  It will count.  But the opposite is also true.  If you don’t possess these 
qualities in increasing measure then your knowledge of Jesus counts for nothing.  You 
are blind. 
… 
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Remember back in verse 2 how Peter said it is through our knowledge of Jesus that we 
receive His grace and peace.  So Peter’s point is that it is very possible to make some 
sort of a start in the Christian journey but then, out of carelessness and apathy drift into 
destruction.  And this message is all over the Bible.  So later Peter says: 

When people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and then get tangled up and enslaved by 

sin again, they are worse off than before. (2 Peter 2:20) 
  
Or take the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus says: 

Every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and 

thrown into the fire. Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so 

you can identify people by their actions.  “Not everyone who calls out 

to Me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. (Matthew 7:19-

21) 

 
So Peter and Jesus are saying if you’ve tasted grace, and called out to Jesus that’s 
great, but that’s not the end.  You must finish well to finish.  So yes, “If you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved.3  But that’s a ‘get saved’ verse, not an assurance of salvation verse.  
If you sign up to run a marathon that’s awesome, but if you bail out after two kilometers 
you’ve run in a marathon, but you haven’t run a marathon. 
… 
Now here some people want to argue about whether Peter and Jesus are talking about 
losing your salvation or whether these people were never saved in the first place.  But 
hear this, if you are more excited about debating theology than you are about following 
Jesus you aren’t on the boat.  Peter’s point is “Make sure this isn’t you!” 
 
And he goes on.  Look at verse 10. 
 
[Read 2 Peter 1:10-11] 
 
Peter says your salvation is on the line so “make every effort to confirm your calling and 
election.”  Look at your life and make sure you are building on your faith.  Make sure 
you are growing in Christlikeness.  Make sure you are progressing towards love.  And 
Peter says do this because this is how you confirm your call and your election.   
… 
Now don’t miss this.  This is an assurance of salvation text.  And assurance of salvation 
is incredibly important.  This is how you know you are saved.  But here’s the mistake.  
When I was growing up assurance of salvation was tied to something that happened in 
the past.  So if you prayed a prayer at Bible camp, or got baptized, then you had 
assurance of salvation and you knew you were going to go to heaven. 
 

                                            
3 Romans 10:9 
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But that’s not what Peter says here.  He is talking about assurance, but this assurance 
isn’t just tied to something that happened in the past, it is tied to something that is 
happening now. 
 
So Peter says, you should want to know if you are saved.  And here is how you know – 
if as you look at your life right now there is a progression towards godliness then you 
are saved.  But this progression has to be ongoing. 
 
So first, compare yourself to a year ago or five years ago.  If there is more goodness 
and more knowledge and more self-control, and more perseverance and more 
godliness and more mutual affection and more love then something supernatural is 
going on inside you – and that supernatural thing is Jesus’ Spirit.  Only saved people 
are growing in Christlikeness.   
 
But that progression only counts for the last 5 years.  If you had all that five years ago 
that’s great, but if you are drifting now then Peter offers you no assurance.  Assurance 
is for people who “possess these qualities in increasing measure right now.” 
 
So here’s what the text says: assurance of salvation does have a history – you do need 
to look back and see a progression towards holiness that started with God filling you 
with His Spirit.  But it also has a present.  Right now you have to be pursuing 
Christlikeness.  You have to be hungry to grow right now.  Saved people have both. 
… 
Now there is another ‘stupid’ theological debate that people jump into here.  (It’s 
important, but it’s stupid if all you are doing is debating it instead of chasing Jesus).  So 
we all know that none of us live the Christian life perfectly: so what happens if I’m 
pursuing God my whole life and then I die just as I’m slipping into sin?  So what about 
Christians who die speeding?  Or what about Christians who commit suicide?  Are they 
saved?  Because it wouldn’t be fair if you loved God your whole life and then missed out 
in the end.  Right? 
… 
Friends, here’s the truth, none of us deserve to be saved.  You don’t deserve to be 
saved.  You’ve lived your life in rebellion against God.  So it would be fair if you go to 
hell.  If God saves you by His grace because your sins have been covered by the blood 
of Jesus and you’ve been clothed in His righteousness that won’t be fair.   
 
So Peter’s not trying to establish some theological argument that you can use against 
God when you find yourself at the pearly gates.  You have to let me in because I have 
assurance of salvation.  It doesn’t work that way.   
 
What Peter wants to do is get us to focus on what Jesus has done for us – He saved a 
wretch like me!  And then respond, not by not coasting on yesterday’s progression, but 
by swimming hard against the tide.  Christians are people who see how much Jesus 
loves them, and make their life a testimony about loving Him back. 
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And this was Peter’s story.  Peter met Jesus, and Jesus called him out of a life of 
mediocrity and into a life empowered by His Spirit.  And Peter responded by loving 
Jesus back and it was a bumpy journey.  There are points in Peter’s journey where 
Jesus calls him Satan!  So Peter wasn’t better than you.  But when he fell down he got 
back up.  And he refused to let go of the grace he had received.  And he kept feeding it 
and fostering it.  And the result was progression which he saw as evidence that 
something was going on in him that was bigger than himself. 
  
And so Peter challenges us today, look at your life and make sure you see evidence 
that you are saved.  
 
So where are you at as you hear this?  What’s your story?  Has Jesus saved you?  
Have you been called out of a life of sin to live empowered by the Holy Spirit to God’s 
glory?  Not are you perfect today – because you aren’t – but does your history show a 
progression towards Christlikeness?  If it does that had to start somewhere, and it 
started with Him putting His Spirit in you.   
 
But it’s not just about yesterday, it’s about today.  So where is your desire right now?  
Do you see how much Jesus has done for you, and are you living today for His glory?   
 
If you are then you have been saved and are filled with Jesus’ Spirit.  But don’t coast on 
this.  Assurance of salvation is not for resting in.  Rest is for when you’re dead.  Today 
swim like you’ve never swam before.  Make every effort to increase your knowledge.  
Make every effort to strengthen your power of self-control.  Make every effort to 
persevere and grow in godliness.  Don’t let the boat go over the horizon because if you 
strive for this then you can be assured that you will not be fruitless and you will not 
stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
Friends, confirm your call and keep pursuing the assurance of your salvation.   


