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Embracing the Great Commission  
of Jesus Christ 
The Installation of the Reverend Miranda Ophelia Sutherland  
as Rector of Christ Church, Hope
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

A beautiful, late summer evening in Hope, BC was the time 
and location for the Induction of the 21st Rector of the 
venerable Parish of Christ Church on Monday, September 
11, 2017. The Rev. Miranda Ophelia Sutherland was joy-
fully installed by Bishop Melissa Skelton as the incumbent 
of the delighted faith community who had been patiently 
waiting many years for a rector.

The 156 year old church now officially located between 
Fraser Avenue and the newly named Pringle Lane (the lane 
was recently named for the first rector of Christ Church, 
the Rev. Alexander St. Davis Pringle) was filled to capacity 
with parishioners, friends (including two friends of Rev. 
Sutherland who had travelled by ferry and by car to attend), 
18 clergy from around the diocese and well-wishers from 
the City of Hope.

According to the notes on the inside front cover of the 
Order of Service, Rev. Sutherland comes to Christ Church 
after two years of ministry in the diocese of Edmonton. 

She is Jamaican and grew up in a Christian home with her 
parents and siblings. After attending the University of the 
West Indies (UWI), Jamaica, and Florida International 
University in the US she answered the call to ministry. 
On completion of the Supplementary Ministry Training 
Program she was ordained Deacon in 2009 and Priest in 
2011 in the diocese of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. 

During her two years of ministry in the diocese of 
Edmonton, “she encouraged the parishes to grow spiritu-
ally by planting and watering and trusting God to bring 
the increase (1 Corinthians 3: 6) and to have faith in God 
(Matthew 19: 26). That resulted in the deepening of faith, 
the establishment of the Laundry Program, the start-up 
of a men’s group, the successful sponsorship of a Syrian 
Refugee family and fundraising concerts.” Rev. Sutherland 
also took on leadership at the diocesan level coordinating 
a committee that planned a liturgy of thanksgiving on

Kids in Cloisters • Pilgrims: Kyla Lokay, Charlotte Anonby and Zachary Groves participated in the Anglican Parish of the Church of the Epiphany, Surrey’s J2A trip to Iona on August 20 – 25, 2017.  
The full story and many more photos are on the back page of this issue of Topic. PHOTO Holly Anonby

The Rev. Miranda Sutherland displays her license from Bishop Skelton.  
PHOTO Randy Murray CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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December 1, 2016 in recognition and celebration of the 
40th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women in the 
Anglicna Church of Canada. 

Rev. Sutherland has her daughter Rhonda (a PhD stu-
dent at the University of Alberta) and son-in-law Andre 
(an Electrical Engineer) close by, living and working in 
Edmonton, while her son Donald still lives in Jamaica, 
working and studying at UWI.

The notes in the bulletin conclude with this paragraph: 
“Rev. Sutherland believes that if the church demonstrates 
genuine love from the heart, there will be harmony and 
growth in the kingdom of God. Her mission is simple: 
‘embracing the Great Commission of Jesus Christ (Matthew 

Embracing the Great Commission of Jesus Christ

28: 16 – 20), in conjunction with the Marks of Mission of 
the Anglican Communion, for kingdom building.’”

The preacher for the Celebration of a New Ministry 
Eucharist was the Rev. Allan Carson, Regional Dean of 
Valley and the Rector of St. John’s, Sardis, one of Christ 
Church’s neighbouring parishes. In his homily that focused 
on the Gospel reading, John 14: 11 – 15, Rev. Carson com-
pared the induction to a wedding. He said:

“At a wedding and at an induction service we arrive at a place 
where we say God has brought us to this place. In both cases, 
with a wedding and with an induction service everyone has been

CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Bishop Skelton leads the applause of welcome. PHOTO Randy Murray

Bev Kreller, ODNW presents the Canons of the Diocese. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT The Rev. Sutherland with two friends who travelled by ferry and car to attend the liturgy. RIGHT Members of the Parish of Christ Church, Hope with new rector and bishop. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT The new Pringle Lane sign. MIDDLE The Rev. Miranda Sutherland listens to the deacon, the Rev. Linda Varin proclaim the Gospel, John 14: 11 – 15. RIGHT The preacher, the Rev. Allan Carson. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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THIS MONTH IN TOPIC HISTORY
From the Diocesan Archives

20 years • 1997 Bishop Michael Ingham’s book Mansions of the Spirit  
 is launched — drawing praise from the likes of the  
 Dalai Lama and Hans Kung, but giving rise to some  
 outrage closer to home.

30 years • 1987 A stained glass window designed by Canadian  
 Artist Ted Harrison is installed in the Cathedral in  
 Whitehorse in memory of deacon, Dr. Hilda Hellaby.

35 years • 1982 The Anglican Book Centre debuts its new Canadian  
 Church Diaries — favoured for decades by Anglican  
 clerics due to its lectionary and liturgical colours  
 “at-a-glance” features.

The Diocese of  
New Westminster’s Priorities
At a full day retreat on Saturday, September 16, Diocesan Council members experienced the 
Blanket Exercise led by KAIROS, continuing the practice of educating Council members in 
areas related to diocesan priorities. Council members also spent time in discussion in response 
to a brief statement of the diocesan mission and current priorities. Here is the simplified 
statement developed by Bishop Skelton, Diocesan Council and other lay and clergy leaders 
of the diocese of New Westminster.

The following was circulated by Bishop Skelton to the clergy and leaders of the diocese 
of New Westminster on September 25, 2017. 

Our Diocesan Mission

Growing communities of faith in Jesus Christ to serve God’s mission in the world.

Our Priorities

Our God is a relational God. We seek to foster, build and strengthen our relationships with 
one another in all we do in diocesan, parish and community circles.

Through the action of the Holy Spirit, our God creates the Church as Christ’s continuing presence 
in and for the world. We seek to focus diocesan energy and resources on parish development: 
assisting parishes in focusing on and building their excellence around their core purpose 
of gathering, transforming and sending; encouraging parishes to express the best of their 
Anglican identity; and assisting parishes in creatively engaging the real challenges and oppor-
tunities before them.

Our God seeks justice for the oppressed. We seek to assist diocesan leaders and parishes in learning 
about the culture and history of Canada’s Indigenous peoples, in engaging with Indigenous 
peoples in their neighbourhood and regions, and in advancing the Calls to Action of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Our God delights in the diversity of humanity and yearns for all humanity to be one. We seek 
to increase the diversity of the leadership in our diocese and to strengthen the ability of our 
parishes to engage the diversity of the people in our parishes, in our neighbourhoods and 
in our region. We seek the transformation of our minds, our hearts and our practice as we 
increase our diversity and seek the oneness that God invites us to embrace.

Our God entrusts us with the stewardship of our lives and our communities. We seek to work on 
the overall sustainability of our diocese and of our parishes by attending to the fit between 
all the elements of diocesan or parish life (finances, property, priorities, processes, organi-
zational structures, organizational culture, external relationships, etc.) We seek to nurture 
a diocesan culture that is more transparent, collaborative, consultative, courageous, and in 
which people have greater choice. W

Embracing the Great 
Commission of Jesus Christ

praying and working to get to this place. Often then it feels like 
we have arrived at our destination. But the place we have arrived 
is actually the starting line not the destination… This evening we 
gather together to make the proclamation that God has brought 
us to this place and that this place is a joyous place of new life and 
loving relationships, this place is an answer to prayer. There might 
be a few of you thinking, ‘Yes, Miranda is God’s answer to our prayer.’ 
Let me relieve Miranda’s anxiety over such a thought and burst 
your bubble and up your anxiety. This gathering, this worship, is 
actually the answer to your prayers. It is also the starting place, the 
starting place of going out into the world to share all that God has 
done for us, so that God will be glorified. We are celebrating the 
work of God. We do that together, everyone gathered here has a 
role to play revealing the glory of God in Christ.” 

The full text of Rev. Carson’s homily is available online at www.
vancouver.anglican.ca/media/2017-09-11-induction-of-the-
reverend-miranda-o-sutherland.

Following the Covenant in Ministry, the Presentation of the 
Symbols of Ministry of the Whole People of God by mem-
bers of the congregation, the presentation of the new Rector, 
and of course the central focus of worship, the Eucharist, 
Rev. Sutherland went to the lectern and continued the 
sermon theme, thanking everyone for being part of her 

“wedding ceremony.” She said that she is privileged to share 
this ministry with Bishop Melissa Skelton. Rev. Sutherland 
thanked the members of the parish who have welcomed 
her and participated in facilitating her arrival in Hope 
but could not be present at the Monday evening liturgy. 
She admitted that some tears had been shed regarding the 
absence of her children and her son-in-law who she would 
have dearly loved to have in attendance. Rev. Sutherland 
then called up the members of the Canonical Committee 
and presented each of them with a gift. She then brought 
out a large purple orchid and asked that parishioner Bruce 
Keller come to the front to make the presentation of the 
exotic flowering plant to Bishop Skelton.

After the singing of the Closing Hymn, Lord, You Give 
the Great Commission, and the Dismissal there were many 
photographs taken and then the faith community of Christ 
Church, Hope, friends, visitors and clergy of the diocese 
adjourned to the parish hall for a reception. 

Please keep the Rev. Miranda Sutherland and the Par-
ish of Christ Church, Hope in your prayers as they move 
forward in ministry together. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Bruce Kreller presents the orchid. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Prayer & Evangelism Through Service
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew in the Diocese of New Westminster
ANNE FLETCHER
Christ Church Cathedral

A glimpse here, a hint there — that’s about all that was 
left in this diocese of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew — a 
once-thriving organization for young men and teenage boys 
that was dealt a fatal blow by the carnage of the Great War.

At St. John the Evangelist, in North Vancouver, a 1917 
plaque somehow survived a devastating fire in 1985. Today, 
in the rebuilt church, it still marks the Memorial Chapel of 
St. Andrew, dedicated to the memory of Sergeant Ernest 
Gilbert Boult, who died in France in September 1916, after 
serving on the Somme.

In Christ Church Cathedral, a window on the east wall 
portrays Jesus calling Andrew and Simon Peter from their 
fishing boats. It is dedicated to a long-forgotten young 
man, Norman Vincent Hughes. Hughes came through 
the April 1917 battle for Vimy Ridge unscathed, only to 
die of wounds received three weeks later.

At St. Mary’s, Sapperton — just this past May — the 
Brotherhood, founded in Chicago in 1883, reappeared, 
regenerated from the growing Filipino presence in the 
diocese.

The Rev. Fr. Arvin Amayag, priest at St. Mary’s, Sap-
perton, brought experience of the Brotherhood with him 
when he came to Canada in 2014 from the northern 
Philippines. After he was installed in April, he wasted no 
time persuading his new congregation to set up a chapter. 
On May 15, in a service with Bishop Melissa Skelton, 24 
men were admitted to the new chapter.

“It’s been my observation, every church that has a Broth-
erhood of St. Andrew, it helps the vibrancy of the church,” 
Amayag said. In six months of existence, the Sapperton 
chapter has taken on the task of sprucing up the rectory 
for Amayag and his young family.

A karaoke night in August was the first fundraising step 
toward putting up outside safety railings. And members 
have committed themselves to visiting the ill, in home 
and hospital.

A 1911 Canadian handbook details the Brotherhood’s 
1883 beginnings. “On St. Andrew’s Day in that year a 
dozen young men of St. James’ Church, Chicago, agreed 
to pray daily for the spread of Christ’s Kingdom among 
young men and to make an earnest effort each week to 
bring at least one young man within the hearing of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Prayer and evangelism through service were at the heart 
of the Brotherhood and though the prose was Victorian, the 
impetus to organize was propelled by a very 21st century 
concern — homeless men sleeping on the downtown streets 
of boomtown Chicago.

In an era of clubs and fraternal organizations, the 
Brotherhood spread quickly through the US and into 
Canada, with headquarters in Toronto, and chapters across 
the country.

In this diocese, where the turn of the 20th century eco-
nomic boom fueled population growth, church buildings, 
filled with children, were sprouting left and right.

“Low” churches — among them, St. Michael’s on East 
Broadway, St. Mark’s in Kitsilano, and Christ Church 
(not yet a cathedral) — had large Brotherhood chapters. 
The daily papers, with their extensive coverage of church 
activities, reported conference after conference as junior (for 
teenagers) and senior chapters met regionally, provincially 
and nationally.

Then came August 4, 1914. Many of those Brotherhood 
men, pledged to service, didn’t hesitate to join Britain’s war 
against Germany. Boult, for one, took the Brotherhood 
with him, forming a chapter among his fellow soldiers.

But, as the war that was to end by Christmas went on 
and on, the death toll went up and up. 

Hughes had been secretary of the Christ Church Junior 
chapter in 1912 and by 1915 had been elected president 
of the Brotherhood’s Vancouver Junior Local Assembly.

As a student in the first 1915 – 1916 class of the brand 
new University of British Columbia, Hughes enlisted in 
March 1916, when recruiting began for a university bat-
talion. He was shot on May 5, 1917 while on sentry duty 
on the line near Arras.

The bullet hit his spine and with antibiotics still 25 
years away, a spinal cord injury meant certain death from 
infection. Norman died in a military hospital in Exeter, 
England on June 1, 1917. He was just 19 years old.

His obituary in the Brotherhood newsletter noted that 
Norman had attended Sunday School and Bible Class 
regularly from the age of three. And it praised him as “…
an exceptionally fine type of boy, quiet and unassuming, 
thorough and conscientious in all he undertook, an enthu-

siastic and energetic Brotherhood worker, a true and loyal 
friend, and beloved by all who knew him.”

But the obituary sounded an end note of near despair. 

“The present is indeed a time of trouble. Our leaders are 
leaving us one by one, and those of us who are left are 
called upon to take their places. Let us close up our ranks, 
stand fast, and be true to that great spirit of service which 
our Saviour taught us, and which is so nobly set forth in 
the example of our Brother who has left us.”

The war did end, finally, but the damage was 
done — decimated leadership ranks helped doom the 
Brotherhood, but changing times also made the new co-ed 
church groups for young people more attractive.

In the US, with its later entry into the war and with 
correspondingly fewer casualties, the Brotherhood carried 
on, though with less fervour.

American colonizers in the Philippines included Epis-
copalians, who took the Brotherhood with them. But there, 
too, the organization stagnated after World War II.

Amayag dates the Filipino revival back to about 2000. 

Fifth Annual Church Boy’s Conference — Junior Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 1918. The photo is believed to have been taken at St. Michael’s, Vancouver on Broadway. This is 
the original church building that was torn down and replaced with the current structure in the 1920s. PHOTO City of Vancouver Archives

LEFT The Norman Vincent Hughes memorial window in Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver. PHOTO Martin Knowles  
RIGHT Page 50 of the 1911 Handbook of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew in Canada.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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A Positive Result of the “Holy Niggle”
Interview with the Venerable Philippa Segrave-Pride
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Q. You arrived in the diocese in July of 2013. Please give us a little 
bit of background about your ministry prior to arriving in Canada 
and the circumstances that brought you here?

A. I spent 14 years in parish ministry in the Church of 
England. I served my curacy in Birmingham before mov-
ing to the diocese of St. Alban’s where I spent the rest of 
my ministry until we moved to Canada. I served in pre-
dominantly suburban parishes, but had a spell in a rural 
multi-point parish as well.

We moved to Canada on a bit of a whim! My husband 
Ronan was offered an intra-company transfer and we said 
yes! We hadn’t even been to Canada for a vacation!!

Q. How did you first come to faith?

A. I am a cradle Anglican; my mother was heavily involved 
in the church and was a lay reader. Attendance was com-
pulsory until we were confirmed. Unlike many teenagers, I 
stayed in church. I first had the “holy niggle” about ordina-
tion when I was 14. I was fortunate that I had a supportive 
parish priest who fostered my vocation. When I went to 
university I found a great parish and that faith community 
made a huge impression on me. They helped a lot in my 
theological formation. 

They sponsored me through the discernment process 
(somewhat different in the UK to Canada). What is inter-
esting is that the parish was part of the Forward in Faith 
movement (those against the ordination of women). It was 
a steep learning curve for all of us!

Q. Describe your education process, your decision to train for the 
priesthood and your most favourite and least favourite memories 
during discernment to ordination?

A. As mentioned earlier, I first felt the call to ordination in 
my early teens. This was at a time when women were still 
not ordained priests in the UK. I was fortunate to have 
great support from my clergy who helped me to unpack and 
express my calling. There was a rather difficult time when a 
vocations advisor suggested I wait until I got married and 
had babies, but we soon learnt that wasn’t going to happen! 

I studied Theology as an undergraduate and it was 
whilst at university that I started the discernment process. 
It all happened very quickly and I was ordained just shy 
of my 25th birthday. 

I was fortunate to train in a residential setting and the 
rhythm of community life was fabulous. Ripon College 
Cuddesdon was a great place and the friends I made there 
are still my friends today. 

The hardest part was the attitude towards my age. It 
took a while to feel comfortable in a setting where influ-
ence seems to come with age. I had quite a job “proving” 
myself in certain quarters. 

Q. Did you know much about the diocese of New Westminster 
or the Anglican Church of Canada before your arrival in Canada? 

A. Frankly? Very little!!! Although when I look back I real-
ized that I had met Bishop Michael Ingham on a pilgrimage 
to Taizé when I co-led the pilgrimage from the St. Alban’s 
diocese. When I first met Bishop Michael it took me a while 
to realize why I recognized him! I’d remembered reading a 
few articles in the church press about the Anglican Church 
of Canada in relation to Residential Schools, but little else. 
It was when we announced we were moving here that folks 
would make comment about the diocese and its role in 
blessing same sex marriages.

Q. How would you define your current role as an ordained leader 
in the diocese of New Westminster? 

A. I hold an unusual role. I think I am the first person to 

hold two archdeaconries. I have the advantage of being able 
to be more mobile on Sundays without a current parish 
commitment, which means I will get to see more of the 
congregations on Sundays. 

Q. Was there a significant learning curve?

A. It was a huge learning curve and I am still learning. One 
of the joys of ministry is never really knowing what is going 
to happen each day. I have learned a lot about the church 
and myself in the process. 

Q. What are the principal differences between the Church of 
England and the Anglican Church of Canada in terms of the role 
of archdeacon?

A. In the Church of England there has been the tradition 
that archdeacons don’t hold a parish (although this is 
changing). There are usually many more parishes within 
an English Archdeaconry, even if the geography might be 
smaller. There is much more emphasis on looking after 
church buildings as well as pastoral care for the clergy. The 
role here has been developing under Bishop Melissa, so we 
are learning new things all the time. 

Q. How would you define your ministry style?

A. My default would be a collaborative style, but I have 
learned that sometimes, decisions need to be made. I hope 
that people feel they have been listened to. I don’t like mak-
ing decisions on the spot; I’m much better sleeping on things! 

Q. How can an archdeacon particularly an archdeacon without a 
parish ministry position be a pastoral presence? 

A. This is a question that I feel is easier to answer than I 
first thought. Because the model of ministry I grew up with 
was of archdeacons not having a parish, I understand that 
it is possible to be pastoral in this role. Most archdeacons 
have had experience of parish ministry and have developed 
ways of being able to find out what is going on in a place. 
That said, our parishes all have very different personalities. 
Just because you minister in one doesn’t mean you know 
what is really going on in your neighbouring community. 
I will have the freedom to visit parishes and worship with 
them on Sundays, which I believe is an advantage. I will 
also have the flexibility to meet with groups across the 
archdeaconries on a much looser timescale, as I don’t have 

The Ven. Philippa Segrave-Pride is the Archdeacon of Burrard and the 
Archdeacon of Lougheed, two of the six archdeaconries of the diocese of New 
Westminster. What’s an archdeacon? Well, an archdeacon is a senior Christian 
cleric, who in the early church would have been a deacon but in the modern 
Anglican Church is a priest who has been appointed by the bishop, collated by 
the bishop and delegated certain responsibilities. 

In the diocese of New Westminster there are currently seven archdeacons: the 
Executive Archdeacon, the Archdeacon for Deacons and five regional archdea-
cons who assist Bishop Skelton in her ministry. Archdeacon Philippa recently 
completed her ministry term as priest associate (part time) at Christ Church 
Cathedral (CCC) a position that included most recently serving as interim 
vicar in the wake of the Rev. Dr. Ellen Clark-King’s resignation and move to 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco in 2016.

Archdeacon Philippa is archdeacon of two archdeaconries but she is not cur-

regular parish commitments. 

Q. What are your favourite verses from Scripture? 

A. I’m not good at choosing favourite verses, as they change 
over time. However, this verse from Romans is one that 
has remained constant: 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8: 38 – 39)

Q. Everyone always asks: “What’s wrong with the Church?” I would 
like to ask you: “What’s right about the Church?” 

A. People!! People and relationships are what make the 
church. Sometimes they are easy, rich and enriching. Some-
times they are hard work. We have to be brave enough to 
admit what we struggle with as well as what we find easy. 
The church can be a place where worlds collide and we can 
learn so much from each other if we take the time to listen. 

Q. What do you like the most about being in Canada and what do 
you miss most about the UK?

A. British Columbia is a beautiful place to live. I love the 
mountains and the ocean and take full advantage of being 
a tour guide when we have visitors. We have settled very 
quickly and enjoy life here. I do however miss English 
chocolate…

Q. Are you an Oasis person or a Spice Girls person? 

A. Neither!! More of a Queen fan!

Q. Victorian Hymns or John Rutter? 

A. Both!

Q. Favourite church season colour? 

A. Red.

Q. What thought would you like to leave with folks reading this 
article?

A. I’m looking forward to getting on the road and meeting 
folks across the archdeaconries! Feel free to invite me to 
parish events! W

Prayer & Evangelism Through Service

Anne Fletcher’s play, Duty Calls – Men of Christ Church Go 
to War, featuring Norman Hughes, will be performed as a 
staged reading, under the direction of John Wright, at Christ 
Church Cathedral on November 10 at 7:30 pm.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Leaders looked hard at a church dominated by women and 
children — an all-men’s organization with membership by 
invitation seemed a way to keep boys in and bring men back.

Boult’s memorial, offered by fellow Brotherhood 
members, was dedicated at St. John’s on November 1, 
1917. Smaller gifts, including an altar cross and altar vases, 
memorializing other young men killed in the war, were 
also consecrated that day.

Dedication plaque from St. John the Evangelist. PHOTO Randy Murray

About 50 Brotherhood members and friends gath-
ered in the evening for supper, provided by the Women’s 
Auxiliary. The Vancouver World newspaper reported that 
they listened to “a number of helpful addresses… on the 
subject, ‘Consecration.’ Sergeant Boult’s life being held 
up as an example.”

In 1918, Norman Hughes’ father John wrote to the 
trustees of Christ Church asking permission to donate a 
window in memory of his only child.

At St. Mary’s, Sapperton, prayer is at the heart of 
the Brotherhood, but the to-do list is long and practi-
cal — church ventilation is poor, the furnace is old, drain-
age could be improved — all of this needs money. Another 
karaoke night could be coming. W

rently in ministry at a parish or mission of the diocese. Her archidiaconal duties 
include assisting Bishop Skelton with the oversight of three regional deaneries 
containing 18 parishes. In Kingsway Deanery: Christ Church Cathedral; Holy 
Cross Japanese Canadian Anglican Church; St. James’; St. Margaret, Cedar 
Cottage; St. Mary the Virgin, South Hill; St. Michael’s, Broadway (AKA: St. 
Michael’s Multicultural); St. Paul’s; and St. Thomas’s. In Golden Ears Deanery: 
All Saints’, Mission; Church of the Holy Spirit, Whonnock; St. Columba, Pitt 
Meadows; St. John the Divine, Maple Ridge; and St. George, Maple Ridge. 
In Tri-Cities/North Burnaby Deanery: St. Catherine of Alexandria, Port 
Coquitlam; St. John the Apostle, Port Moody; St. Laurence, Coquitlam; St. 
Stephen the Martyr, Burquitlam; and St. Timothy, Burnaby. 

Archdeacon Philippa was kind enough to take some time to talk about her life 
in ministry, answer some questions and share those answers with Topic readers.

The Ven. Philippa Segrave-Pride. PHOTO Wayne Chose
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Resilience Courage Dignity
A Feast Honouring Survivors of the Residential Schools
RANDY MURRAY (WITH FILES FROM MATTHEW JOHNSON)
Communications Officer & Topic Editor 

A significant event on the journey toward reconciliation was 
celebrated in the parish hall of St. James’ Anglican Church 
located on Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside on Saturday, 
September 23, 2017. It was a Traditional Feast organized 
by the lay and clergy leadership of St. James’, the Street 
Outreach Initiative (SOI), and many friends and supporters 
of both communities. The Feast was inspired by St. James’ 
member Kelvin Bee, an Indian Residential Schools (IRS) 
survivor whose vision it was to invite IRS survivors for a 
meal where they would be welcomed, served by members 
of a church that had been complicit in the terrible wrongs 
done against them, and their presence honoured. 

The planning for the Feast began a year ago prompting 
a request to go out to the Office of the Indigenous Bishop 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, the Rt. Rev. Mark 
MacDonald asking that he attend the Feast and preach at 
Sunday Mass on September 24. He accepted the invita-
tion. Lisa Barry and Becky Boucher of Anglican Video also 
wanted to be involved and to shoot some documentary 
footage so they made the necessary arrangements for the 
project and put September 23 on their calendar for a trip 
from Toronto to Vancouver. 

The late afternoon of September 23, the corridors of 
St. James’ leading from the Gore Street side entry doors 
through the chapel and sanctuary space to the hall were 
decorated with tiny red LEDs and cedar boughs. Upon 
arrival in the parish hall, a beautifully decorated room 
bustling with activity, the aroma of fresh fried bannock, 
and lively conversations greeted the guests.

For several hours that late afternoon and evening old 
friendships were renewed and new friendships were made. 
Food was served, and rich cultural traditions of songs, 
dances and stories were shared. 

A few months after the initial planning of the Feast, 
Reconciliation Canada began advertising the fact that there 
would be another Walk for Reconciliation, building on the 
positive experience of the Walk for Reconciliation that had 
wrapped up the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 
week long Vancouver event that took place during the third 
week of September in 2013. The 2017 Walk for Reconcili-
ation was staged the next morning Sunday, September 24. 

Elders Kelvin Bee (Kwakwaka’wakw) and Jerry Adams 
(Nisga’a) along with Pat McSherry and the St. James’ clergy 
took leadership in the programme segments of the Feast. 
Kelvin welcomed all those in attendance to the ancestral 
lands of the Coast Salish people and wryly added a very 
special welcome to those who had “done time” in IRS. Jerry 
chose the witnesses who would be asked to pay careful 
attention to what transpired during the evening and report 
back later. Jerry added, “Reconciliation is about caring 
for one another.” St. James’ rector, the Rev. Kevin Hunt 
said that it was “an honour and a privilege” to recognize 
the “precious presence of First Nations people amongst 
us as we continue this work of reconciliation” and to all 
IRS survivors present he said, “Welcome! Although we 
are here to honour you, your presence honours us.” Other 
guests participating that evening included: Bishop Mark 
MacDonald of the Anglican Church of Canada; the Ven. 
Douglas Fenton representing Bishop Melissa Skelton and 
the diocese of New Westminster; Chief Robert Joseph 
and Shelley Joseph of Reconciliation Canada; Councillor 
Andrea Reimer of the City of Vancouver; and the mem-
bers of Starchild singers/drummers and Kwhlii Gibaygum 
Nisga’a Dancers. 

It was an honour for everyone present to be joined by 
Hereditary Chief of the Gwawaenuk First Nation, Chief 
Dr. Robert Joseph, OBC. Chief Robert and his daughter 

Shelley made time from their busy schedules to be in 
attendance the night before the Walk for Reconciliation, 
which was one of the more significant events staged by 
Reconciliation Canada in 2017. Chief Joseph’s title at 

Reconciliation Canada is Ambassador for Reconciliation. 
He said in reference to those gathered at the Feast, “if we 
do not take the time to love one another, we are less… I

LEFT Fresh bannock was offered to everyone at the Feast prior to the meal being served. There were large containers of honey on the tables to go with the bannock. MIDDLE Serving the bannock. RIGHT The blanket that was pinned to the curtain on the stage of the 
St. James’, Parish Hall. Many thanks to IRS survivor Brenda Wesley and her friends and family for supplying this beautiful art they had created. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Jerry Adams says a few words before introducing Kelvin Bee (on right) who began his welcoming remarks with the territorial acknowledgement. Kelvin was one of 
the primary forces behind the Resilience Courage Dignity event. RIGHT The Ven. G. Douglas Fenton, DD, Executive Archdeacon of the diocese of New Westminster represented 
Bishop Melissa Skelton and the diocese at the Feast. He spoke of the diocesan priority of walking towards reconciliation with First Nations people and being committed to 
that “long journey.” PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT The Rev. Fr. Matthew Johnson speaks, “This Feast is in honour of all survivors of the Residential Schools. Including the ones who never returned home.”  
RIGHT Chief Dr. Robert Joseph, OBC, a Hereditary Chief of the Gwawaenuk First Nation and Ambassador for Reconciliation at Reconciliation Canada offered some inspiring 
words. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Introducing a song of welcome. PHOTO Randy Murray

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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am so moved by this event taking place here today.” 
In reference to the Walk that would take place the 

next morning he said, “Let tomorrow be a time when our 
hearts and minds are open to everything that we have to 
learn… when we walk tomorrow, we will remember the 
survivors… we can carry forward the truth that we are all 
human beings.” He also offered his hope for the future, 

“One day when we are reconciled the next generation will 
be freed… we will embrace each other and we will care for 
and love each other… visualize that future and visualize 
the promise of tomorrow.”

The Rev. Fr. Matthew Johnson, street priest of the Street 
Outreach Initiative was one of the principal organizers of 
the Feast. His opening remarks set the tone, outlined the 
vision of and context for the Feast. Fr. Matthew was good 
enough to share his words with diocesan communications:

“Greetings survivors, honoured guests, and all who are here. We are 
blessed by your presence in our midst today. This Feast is in honour 
of all survivors of the Residential Schools. Including the ones who 
never returned home. 

As the work of healing continues, and although that work is dif-
ficult, you survivors continue to model for us Resilience, Courage, 
and Dignity. 

Your personal witness is a powerful one. 

As Anglican Christians, we humbly hope for a new and growing 
relationship with you — with your families, your elders, and your 
communities.

As a Church, we accept that our past actions make us difficult to 
trust. Yes. We accept too, that a new relationship with the Church 
is something many survivors may not want. We acknowledge and 
respect this entirely. Still, we are encouraged that there are survi-
vors who are prepared to work toward a new relationship with us. 

Many survivors tell us that they have had enough apologies from 
Christians and Canadians, and it is now time to move forward. 

As a local Anglican Church, this event is one step in our journey 
beyond apologies, to actions. So that, possibly, we may come 
to know one another, perhaps for the first time. This time, as 
respected equals.

Our hope is that other local Anglican parishes may draw inspiration 
from this Feast, and may pursue projects like this, where they are, 
throughout Canada. 

We settler Christians are slowly learning from Aboriginal cultures. 
Your cultures teach us that new steps are celebrated with food, 
songs, music and dancing. So that is what we’re going to do as

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

LEFT National Indigenous Bishop Mark MacDonald blessing the Spirit Plate, a serving of food placed before an empty chair to honour those no longer among us. MIDDLE Items placed on an empty chair and the Spirit Plate on the floor in front of the chair.  
RIGHT One of the younger members of the community meets Chief Joseph. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Friends and family join honoured guest at the Feast, Brenda Wesley (2nd from right), for a group shot with the blanket. RIGHT This print held by Pat McSherry had been 
donated for a fundraising auction; Alex and Marianne Currie (on the right) purchased the print. Here we see Alex and Marianne presenting the piece to Kelvin Bee in gratitude 
and Kelvin giving thanks for the gift. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT A closer look at the art piece. RIGHT Before beginning the principal part of their performance the Kwhlii Gibaygum Nisga’a Dancers gave thanks to the St. James’ 
community and particularly to the Rev. John Blyth (Father B) for his initial support and encouragement. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The Rev. John Blyth (AKA: Father B). PHOTO Randy Murray Everyone, including the volunteer servers joins the dancing. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Chief Joseph joins the dancing. RIGHT Eagle mask dance during Kwhlii Gibaygum Nisga’a Dancers Thorn Song. A song composed to honour matriarchs and shared this evening to honour residential school survivors and their families. PHOTOS Randy Murray

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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National Gathering for Anglican Women
ALBERTA RUDOLF, ODNW
ACW Diocesan Board Secretary, St. John’s, Shaughnessy

The National Gathering of Anglican Church Women 
(ACW) was held in Ancaster, Ontario at Redeemer Uni-
versity College on June 15 – 18, 2017. The Gathering, open 
to all ACW members, was preceded by the ACW National 
Presidents’ Conference, which started June 13 at the same 
location.

As secretary to the ACW Board, diocese of New West-
minster, I wanted to attend in order to learn more about 
the activities and dreams of the Canada-wide parishes. I 
was not disappointed.

Our accommodations were shared — two to an air-
conditioned dormitory room — the weather was sunny 
and hot, and all the meals, snacks, plenary sessions and 
workshops were included in the $500 registration fee.

There were two sets of workshops. The Friday ses-
sions included: Story telling the Gospel; PWDRF update 
with emphasis on Tanzania; and Learning to Pray Aloud. 
Saturday workshops were: Women’s Ministry Through the 
Years; The Anglican Position on Assisted Dying; and Mothers’ 
Union – Who We Are and What We Do. I particularly enjoyed 
the history of women’s ministry through the years and the 
impact women have had on the growth and endurance of 
the Anglican Church, which of course includes the priest-
hood as well as lay leadership. 

We were addressed by Sierra Robinson Rope who had 
attended the Youth at the UN Status of Women gathering. 
She shared with us a detailed and candid report illustrated 

Group photo. PHOTO Courtesy of the National ACW Office

with vignettes underlying and explaining the issues facing 
all ages today, and the need to encompass all people and 
surround them with the love of Christ. The exercise in 
the video that was shown describing the “privileged” in 
our society and the “not privileged” criteria was food for 
introspection, for sure.

The Primate, the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz spoke in detail 
about his experiences as primate and explained the role of 
primate. He referred to the Church National rather than 
the National Church, thanking ACW for their broad view 
of the church, for the work that ACW does that is focused 
on the support of the north. He spoke about the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and the March 19, 2016 UN 
declaration on the rights of indigenous people — youth and 
elders. He spoke about Human Trafficking and handed out 
an information and education leaflet to use on Freedom 
Sunday. There are many resources to be found online on the 
General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada website 
at www.anglican.ca/issues/human-trafficking.

ACW diocese of New Westminster Past President (PP), 
Margaret Warwick, was installed as National President at 
Friday’s morning Eucharist.

Plenary sessions included The Mohawks come to Chris-
tianity History, and the Council of the North Study Modules.

The closing Eucharist with Liturgical Dance was a 
highlight of Saturday evening — graceful and inspiring.

The informal sessions produced some ideas and high-

 
 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these  
who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  

Matthew 25:40 (NRSV) 

Through word, deed, prayer 
and presence, Fr. Matthew 
Johnson of St. James’ Anglican 
Church, ministers full time to 
some of the most marginalized 
people in our society. Each of 
his encounters with a street-
involved person offers a  
concrete opportunity to remind 
them of their infinite value in 
the eyes of God. His contacts 
have sometimes led to life 
changes - both large and small.  

When the need arises, Fr.  
Matthew offers meal vouchers, 
bus fare, or purchases work 
clothing. These seemingly small 
gestures are sometimes 
enough to help someone to 
take first steps to get out of the 
cycle of poverty. Our goal is to 
raise funds to ensure  
emergency supplies for this  
important ministry are available 
through the winter of 2017/18. 
Can you or your parish help?   

To donate online go to 
www.vancouver.anglican.ca & 
click “Give”, selecting Street  
Outreach Initiative as the  
giving type OR make cheques out 
to “Diocese of New  Westminster” 
with “Street Outreach-Street Ops” 
in the memo line. Mail cheques to:  
Anglican Diocese of New  
Westminster, 1410 Nanton Ave, 
Vancouver BC  V6H 2E2.  
All donations are gratefully  
received! Tax receipts will be  
issued. Thank you! 

STREET OUTREACH  

MINISTRY EMERGENCY 

SUPPLY FUND:  

NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

lighted some frustrations, but mostly there was camaraderie 
amongst the women. There was, indeed, a spiritual unity 
felt throughout the three days — a true sisterhood with 
similar goals — as the ACW prayer reads, “Called to be 
your Church, may our study, learning, worship and service 
be always to your glory and the building of your kingdom 
in our communities and throughout the world.”

There is discussion regarding the staging of another all 
ACW gathering in five years. 

I feel truly blessed to have been a part of this gather-
ing. W

Resilience  
Courage Dignity
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 6 & 7

we honour the survivors this afternoon.

Dignity. Courage. Resilience. 

Survivor — these, your qualities, are demonstrated above all in this: 
That, against all odds, in the face of governments, churches, and a 
society that sought to deprive you of your cultures, you, and pre-
vious generations of survivors, nonetheless, took up and handed 
forward the Teachings and Traditions of your Peoples to the next 
generation. Languages, songs, stories, dances, ceremonies, medi-
cine, restorative justice… all these you have successfully handed 
on to new generations of young people who take great pride in 
their Aboriginal identity.

This… this is just one of many signs of the Dignity, Courage, and Re-
silience you show to us. And it is you, whom we celebrate today.” W

Lisa and Scott from Anglican Video shoot the action. PHOTO Randy Murray

Bishop Mark leads the Closing Prayer. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Fall Kick-Off BBQ at St. Andrew’s, Langley
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

A good number of parishes around the diocese of New 
Westminster added to the Celebration of the Eucharist 
September 10, the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost by 
observing the return to the busyness of the fall after the long, 
hot summer of 2017. The Parish of St. Andrew’s, Langley: 
priest-in-charge, the Rev. Helen Tervo; deacon, the Rev. 
Helen Lingham; and wardens and parishioners got their 
fall schedule off to a good start with a liturgy that offered 
a number of new additions and a post worship BBQ.

The 10 am principal Celebration of the Eucharist began 
with announcements and a welcome from greeting team 
member, Donalda Whaites, and then there was a theatrical 
announcement of the upcoming Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner parish fundraiser and community building social 
evening planned for September 30.

The Opening Hymn was, the always appropriate, All 
Are Welcome, which was followed by the Grace, the Collect 
for Purity and the Gloria sung to the plainsong style tune 
in the Anglican Church of Canada’s hymn book, Common 
Praise #686. Prior to the Collect for the Day, the Rev. Helen 
Tervo welcomed the congregation and pointed out that the 
new tune used for the Gloria was not to be the only change 
in the service that morning. Among other innovations and 
in preparation for the development of their Parish Profile 
(that will be a vital piece in the canonical committee’s search 
for a new ½ time vicar), the sermon would be interactive. 
The congregation would be asked to contribute by offer-
ing their thanks and gratitude for the community of St. 
Andrew’s, Langley.

Following the Gospel for the day, Matthew 18: 15 – 20, 
the Reverends Tervo and Lingham stood together in front 
of the altar and began a conversation with the parish. Rev. 
Tervo made reference to the Old Testament reading heard 
earlier, Exodus 12: 1 – 14 saying, “we may also be on a ‘pass-
over’ journey… we are certainly in the process of change.” 
God has an “invested interest in our transformation” but 
don’t be distracted for there are always rules and regulations 
when setting out to seek new priestly leadership, but she 
reminded the community of the words of St. Paul, “Love 
trumps all.” 

Deacon Helen Lingham spoke about her professional 
work in organizational development and how it had up 
until recently been standard practice to ask people whose 
organizations were being analyzed to respond to the ques-
tion, “What isn’t working?” But now the current thinking 
is that they are asked, “What works well here?” And, “What 
are you thankful for in this place?”

For the next 10 – 15 minutes people in the pews raised 
their hands and stood or sat and reflected on what St. 
Andrew’s means to them. The responses ranged from appre-
ciation that worship and community at St. Andrew’ s is a 
reliable constant in a world of uncertainty and change, to 
the privilege that one is given by the opportunity to serve 
not just within the doors of the church but in the greater 
community, to great appreciation that change is welcomed 
but that the changes work effectively within the constructs 
of Anglican traditions. At the conclusion of the sermon 
section of the liturgy, Rev. Tervo asked the congregation 
to continue this discussion and the next week bring an 
object to share, an object that has a significant connection 
between them personally and St. Andrew’s.

Holy Eucharist was celebrated and worship concluded 
with the Closing Hymn, Draw the Circle Wide. Then the 
large majority of the 60+ present gathered in the hall where 
dozens of freshly grilled hamburger patties and wieners 
awaited, arranged on serving trays, accompanied by plates 
of buns, veggies and all of the standard condiments. The 
Rev. Tervo offered a blessing and the faith community of The Eucharist. PHOTO Randy Murray

St. Andrew’s, Langley shared a meal together.
Please keep the Parish of St. Andrew in your prayers 

as they move forward in their search for a new vicar this 
coming fall and winter. W

LEFT Cleaning the grill racks. MIDDLE Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner promo. RIGHT Deacon of the Word and Table, the Rev. Helen Lingham proclaims the Gospel. PHOTOS Randy Murray

RIGHT Rev. Tervo asks if there are any others who’d like to offer reflections about St. Andrew’s. LEFT Longtime parishioner Wendy shares her story of gratitude to the  
St. Andrew’s community. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Members of the Choir. RIGHT An older member of the parish prepares to greet a younger member during the Peace. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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Walk for Reconciliation Sunday, 2017
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

There was a sizeable Anglican presence at the 2017 version 
of the Walk for Reconciliation sponsored by Reconciliation 
Canada, the Government of Canada, City of Vancouver, 
Vancity, Vancouver Foundation and other government, 
non-governmental organizations (NGO) and corporate 
groups. On Sunday, September 24, the temperature was a 
balmy 18° Celsius under partly cloudy skies, just perfect 
for the event. A very different weather situation than the 
one that existed September 22, 2013, when the first Walk 
for Reconciliation sponsored by Reconciliation Canada 
as the finale to Truth and Reconciliation (TRC) Week in 
Vancouver took place amidst a non-stop downpour. 

A number of parishes in the diocese of New Westmin-
ster altered their service times in order to participate in 
2017, if not in the Walk then by visiting the Expo that 
followed at Strathcona Park. St. Clement, Lynn Valley 
cancelled their Sunday services with many members of 
the parish attending the 8 am Service of Holy Com-
munion at Christ Church Cathedral (CCC). The fact 
that St. Clement cancelled their services helped to bring 
attention to the importance of the Church continuing 
to journey with First Nations peoples toward reconcilia-
tion. There was a feature article in the North Shore News 
(www.nsnews.com/community/neighbourhoods/the-long-
walk-for-reconciliation-1.22947085) and an interview 
with St. Clement’s deacon, the Rev. Elizabeth Mathers 
as part of the Vancouver Sun newspaper’s coverage of 
the event (http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/
thousands-walk-for-reconciliation-in-vancouver).

The Very Rev. Peter Elliott was preacher and celebrant 
for the 8 am service of Holy Communion at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Before the worship began with the Collect for 
Purity, Dean Elliott asked the congregation, “How many 
of you are here from other parishes and plan to participate 
in the Walk for Reconciliation?” He indicated that they 
should raise their hands and at least 75% did just that. He 
took the Gospel, Matthew 20: 1 – 16 for his text under the 
title of A Generous Employer, a Generous God, a Generous 
Country. He began by saying:

“Of all of Jesus’ parables this one about the generous employer 
stands out for me, as one that expresses the good news most clearly. 
It’s good news for some, but bad news for others. It’s good news

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

The 2017 Walk for Reconciliation is underway. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Preacher at the 8 am Holy Communion, the Very Rev. Peter Elliott. MIDDLE The 8 am Holy Communion at Christ Church Cathedral was well attended.  
RIGHT Melanie Delva addresses a standing room only crowd in the Park Room of Christ Church Cathedral. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The standing room only crowd in the Park Room. PHOTO Randy Murray
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for the workers who began work late in the day and received the 
exact same wage as those who had labored all day in the vineyard; 
it’s not so good news for those who got up early and worked hard 
only to receive the same pay as those who worked only an hour.”

Dean Elliott went on to discuss in detail the concept of 
“fairness.” “It’s not about human fairness” he said, “it’s 
about divine grace and here’s the good news for you: in 
your relationship to God, it doesn’t matter how long you’ve 
been in relationship to God or how much good you’ve done 
in the world — God’s love is not dependent on how good 
you’ve been, or how faithfully you’ve said your prayers, or 
how devoutly you believe — God’s grace is available to all, 
it flows freely from the heart of God. There’s no penalty 
for coming to God late, there’s no better reward for those 
who have been faithful for a long time — the grace of God 
is available to you whenever you choose to live in it.”

As he developed the focus of the homily he moved 
toward the subject that was uppermost on people’s minds 
that day, the ongoing subjugation of indigenous people 
even in the climate of moving towards reconciliation:

“You see, divine grace is a great equalizer that rips away presumed 
privilege and puts all of us on par. And when, when we’re focused, 
on a day like today, on relationships in this land between indig-
enous people and those who have settled here from other lands, 
the privilege that is enjoyed by those of us who are not indigenous, 
the so called ‘settlers,’ that privilege has been granted by decisions 
made to advantage us at the cost of those who have lived here 
from time immemorial.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaking at the United Nations on 
Thursday of this past week (September 21, 2017) said this, ‘There are, 
today, children living on reserves in Canada who cannot safely drink, 
or bathe in, or even play in the water that comes out of their taps…’ 

This is the sad reality of life in this land. While we sit in our living 
rooms or around meals or drinks and debate the politics of it all, 
the truth is that for generations indigenous people have been 
asking to have their land claims addressed, to have access to the 
same privileges of clean water, affordable housing, education and 
health care that are available to other Canadians. And it’s nothing 
short of scandalous that this continues to go on and even more 

scandalous that somehow those of us non-indigenous folks seek 
to explain our way out of the inaction of generations.”

The complete text and audio of Dean Elliott’s sermon are 
available online on the CCC website at https://thecathedral.
ca/sermons/dean-peter-elliott-20.

Traditionally, the Order of Service for the 8 am Holy 
Communion on a Sunday at Christ Church Cathedral is 
from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and this was the 
case on the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, however the 
Eucharistic Prayer used in worship by the Salal + Cedar 
Watershed Discipleship replaced the BCP Prayer of Con-
secration. Here is the first section of the prayer that follows 
the Sursum Corda and precedes the Sanctus:

It is right in all times and in all places to thank and praise you Creator 
of all. We praise you here where the Fraser River meets the Salish 
Sea, where city farm, wilderness and industry are side by side. We 
praise you at a time when the body of the earth is broken again 
and again. We give thanks for our place in the story of salvation. 
Our ancestors journeyed with you in creation and migration. They 
depended on the land, were displaced from the land and displaced 
others from their lands. They knew you in tents and cities, on 
mountains and by wells, in families and in dreams, and through 
wilderness prophets who spoke of cedars and listened to ravens. 
Together with angels and ancestors, orca and salmon, bear and 
raven, salal and cedar.

Following the Eucharist, Melanie Delva, Animator for 
Reconciliation for the Anglican Church of Canada 
addressed a standing room only crowd in the Cathedral’s 
Park Room lounge briefly outlining her work with the 
Anglican Church of Canada and inspiring those gathered 
to continue the work and ministry of reconciliation. She 
wrapped up her address in time to head east on Georgia 
Street for the Walk, joined by many who had stayed after 
worship to hear her speak.

By 9:30 am there were thousands gathered on West 
Georgia Street between the Queen Elizabeth Theatre, the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

LEFT Tsleil-Waututh elder, Amy George (daughter of Chief Dan George) was one of the speakers prior to the Walk. RIGHT The front row of walkers that included: First Nations leaders, Reconciliation Canada staff, the Mayor of Vancouver, the Lieutenant-Governor  
and the Premier of the Province of British Columbia, the Minister of Justice of Canada, and more. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Inspirational singing and drumming set the mood. PHOTO Randy Murray

Photographers and videographers preparing to capture the start of the Walk.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

North Vancouver Regional District Anglicans and Lutherans. PHOTO Randy MurrayOn stage at the Expo. PHOTO Bishop Melissa Skelton
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Walk for Reconciliation Sunday, 2017
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 10 & 11

old Post Office and the Vancouver Public Library to the 
south. The marshalling area was dominated by the presence 
of Meh’k, a giant Coast Salish puppet positioned behind 
the first few rows of walkers many of that group who were 
Residential School survivors, First Nations leaders and rep-
resentatives of the three principal levels of government. The 
Walk began at about 10:10 am and processed east over the 
Georgia Viaduct to Strathcona Park where walkers enjoyed 
a series of Indigenous and multi-cultural performances and 
speeches from First Nations and government leaders at the 
Walk for Reconciliation Expo. 

Some highlights of the Expo included: the Keynote 
Speech from Assembly of First Nations National Chief 
Perry Bellegard; and addresses from Chief Robert Joseph, 
Ambassador, Reconciliation Canada; Chief Wayne Spar-

row, Chief – Musqueam Nation; Councillor Liana Martin, 
Councillor – Tsleil-Waututh Nation; the Honourable Jody 
Wilson-Raybould, Minister of Justice and Attorney Gen-
eral of Canada; the Honourable John Horgan, Premier of 
British Columbia; and Mayor Gregor Robertson, Mayor 
of Vancouver.

Performers included: blues guitarist and vocalist, 
George Leach; Lorita Leung Dance Company; N’we 

Jinan Artists, a collective of Indigenous singers and rappers 
selected from the Surrey School District; Sawagi Taiko, the 
first all-women taiko drum group in Canada; recording art-
ist, Emmanuel Jal; and singer/songwriter Susan Aglukark, 
one of Canada’s most unique artists and a leading voice in 
Canadian music. 

In closing I would like to share this prayer that con-
cluded Dean Peter Elliott’s homily on September 24, 2017, 
the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

“May that grace flowing to you and through you to others open 
your heart to the cries of those who live in poverty and those who 
have been oppressed by social systems. My prayer today is that 
God will move powerfully in the hearts and minds of all who call 
Canada home, and lead all of us even more deeply into telling the 
truth and seeking reconciliation.” W

LEFT From Sechelt — Terry Aleck ‘Coyote’ at the Expo. MIDDLE Painted rocks with positive messages on display at the Expo following the Walk. RIGHT Singer/songwriter Susan Aglukark’s performance was a highlight of the Expo. PHOTOS Bishop Melissa Skelton

The folks from Epiphany, Surrey. PHOTO Randy Murray Missioner for Indigenous Justice, diocese of New Westminster, Brander Raven McDonald. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT You never have to look too far to see the diversity of Canada. While the Walk for Reconciliation was marshalling on the Queen Elizabeth Plaza and on West Georgia Street in front of the Vancouver Public Library, a group of Buddhist Tai Chi practitioners were 
also staging a costumed demonstration event on another section of the Plaza. MIDDLE Reconciliation advocate, activist and Honorary Assistant Priest at Epiphany, the Rev. Paul Guiton. RIGHT St. James’ celebrated Low Mass at 8:30 am and Indigenous National 
Bishop, the Rev. Mark MacDonald was the preacher. The St. James’ Social Justice Group arrived for the Walk just a few minutes after the last group of walkers had made their way onto the Georgia Viaduct. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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Powell River, One Year Later
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

The Rev. Faun Harriman came to the diocese of New 
Westminster from Ontario 12 years ago to be rector of St. 
Alban the Martyr, Burnaby. Her years at St. Alban’s were 
spirit-filled and productive as Faun’s outgoing style meshed 
well with the can-do attitude of St. Alban’s leadership. Even 
the June 2015 fire that caused over $500,000 damage to 
the 107 year old building could not put a damper on the 
parish’s energy and purpose.

When Faun felt it was time to begin thinking about 
retirement she was offered the opportunity to somewhat 
reduce her time commitment to ministry and serve in a 
more relaxed environment than the hubbub of Burnaby 
and New Westminster by becoming Vicar of St. David & 
St. Paul, Powell River (½ time). She accepted and began 
this new ministry in September 2016 and was officially 
inducted by Bishop Skelton on October 24 of that year. 

St. David & St. Paul is the most remote parish in our 
diocese. It isn’t too far away as the “crow flies” but crows 
unlike humans are able to fly over water and are not depen-
dent on the BC Ferries, water taxis or cost prohibitive 

The Rev. Faun Harriman, Taras Pakholchuk and the Rev. Ron Berezan on Sunday, 
September 24, 2017. PHOTO Patty Catcher

airplane flights. In the past, there have been voices ema-
nating from the parish of St. David & St. Paul expressing 
the feeling that they are isolated and detached from the 
mainstream of diocesan life. In order to continue the con-
nection between the parish and the rest of the diocese that 
Faun’s induction has increased, diocesan communications 
asked that some questions be distributed to members of 
the community with an invitation for them to reflect on 
what has happened in their mission, ministry, formation 
and faith in the past year. 

From the content submitted to diocesan communica-
tions in late September 2017, the short answer is that the 
parish has thrived over the past year. However, here are a 
few details:

 • There is far more energy throughout the faith community, not  
  just for Sunday worship, Coffee Hour or Parish Council Meetings  
  but also increased engagement in the greater community with  
  the Sycamore Commons Permaculture Garden achieving a  
  higher level of visibility throughout the City of Powell River. 

DUTY CALLS

november 10, 2017 at 7:30pm
christ church cathedral (690 burrard)

Three soldiers step down from their century-old memorials to tell their stories of 
life, war and death in a special Remembrance Day observance - a staged reading 
of a play by Anne Fletcher, directed by John Wright - honouring Canada’s armed 
forces, past and present. Admission by donation.

Vancouver, BC . Open Doors, Open Hearts, Open Minds
C C C  

commemorating the 100th anniversary of the battle of vimy ridge

#cccvancouver www.thecathedral.ca

 • There has been a marked increase in attendance. According  
  to the parishioners who submitted information, Rev. Harriman  
  actively approached individuals and families who had once  
  been regular attendees but had stopped attending worship  
  services, and a number of those folks have returned. 

 • Rev. Harriman is visible in the greater community, she visits  
  coffee shops and other gathering places, engaging people 
  in conversation about her faith and letting them know about  
  St. David & St. Paul. As a result, some have visited the church.

 • One respondent agreed about the increased energy in the  
  parish but went further saying that Rev. Harriman’s arrival, the  
  June 24, 2017 ordination of the Rev. Ron Berezan as deacon  
  and the formation and discernment of diaconal postulant Taras  
  Pakholchuk has created an air of confidence. He writes, “For me, 
  there has been a wonderful sense of security in our parish.  
  Deacon, the Rev. Stuart Isto was a godsend organizing Sunday  
  worship in the interim; Jim Erb and the Rev. Paula Sampson were  
  wonderful; but it was not with the sense of confidence I now  
  sense. Paula is now able to look after Faith Lutheran more  
  extensively than before — which in my book is a valuable  
  outreach.” 

 • This new confidence and security have galvanized the parish  
  to proceed with what may be their biggest undertaking, the  
  ongoing preparation for the arrival of a refugee family. 

 • Although Rev. Harriman has had substantial impact, it remains  
  the parishioners themselves that have gone deeper in their faith  
  journeys and commitment with increased participation in parish  
  leadership roles and ongoing spiritual formation by supporting  
  the programs spearheaded by the Rev. Ron Berezan: a Richard  
  Rohr series on the Trinity, World Day of Prayer, and the increased  
  parish support of the aforementioned Sycamore Commons. This  
  healthy community, weekly inspired by the excellent preaching  
  of the ordained leadership is blessed by members of the  
  congregation “who can capably share in the hermeneutic… 
  which has enhanced the sense of security in a worshipping  
  unit… because of this sense of a community in worship, the  
  parish will grow by embracing people.”

 • All who responded said that they are optimistic about the future  
  of St. David & St. Paul as the parish lives into their desire to be  
  “a vibrant parish that embraces the community and provides  
  a welcoming environment.” The renewed confidence and  
  energy creates an atmosphere that will be “much more inviting  
  for a newcomer.”

 • Continuing the momentum and the task of supporting a  
  refugee family in order to facilitate their adapting to their new  
  life in Canada are current concerns but the parish is ready to  
  rise to the challenges. 

Many thanks to: William Mitchell-Banks, Patty Catcher 
and Warren Wiley for their responses. W

The Rev. Faun Harriman processes in at the beginning of the Celebration of a New 
Ministry Eucharist with the deacon, the Rev. Stuart Isto and Bishop Skelton on 
October 24, 2016. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Mission to Seafarers
It’s About Small Acts of Kindness for Those Who are Forgotten
JASON ZUIDEMA
Executive Director of the North American Maritime Ministry Association, the ecumenical professional association of port chaplains in North America

From September 18 – 22, the Mission to 
Seafarers in the Port of Vancouver hosted 
a worldwide seafarers’ welfare conference 
of Mission to Seafarers personnel. Regional 
directors from Hong Kong to Seattle, 
Dubai to Durban, and staff from the Mis-
sion’s international headquarters in London 
gathered to discuss strategy and collaborate 
on innovative methods to serve seafarers 
today and into the future. 

The shipping world is changing rapidly: 
gone are the days when ships stayed in port 
for weeks and seafarers spent long periods 
enjoying the seafarers’ centre. Now, ships 
are in port for a few short hours and have 
much smaller crews. It is a challenge for 
seafarers to find the time to go ashore and 
get much needed rest and relaxation. For-
tunately, leaders in the industry have taken 
notice of these difficult circumstances and 
are working to address them. At the confer-
ence, for example, was Mission to Seafarers 
international board chairman Mr. Tom 
Boardley, who is Executive Vice President 
and Global Head of Corporate and External 
Affairs for Lloyd’s List, a major maritime 
services company. Boardley emphasized 
that though the maritime world is chang-
ing, “the overall issue of seafarers’ welfare 
has never been more important than at this 
moment.”

The conference’s robust schedule 
included a two-day session on maintain-
ing sharp focus on the mission of individual 
Mission to Seafarers centres, as well as 
sessions on board governance, the use of 
social media, and the growing importance 
of regionalization for the Mission’s work. 
Each of the Mission to Seafarers’ regions 
has its own challenges and strengths, but all 
learned from each other and helped provide 
best practice advice. Even within a regional 
scheme, all are intrinsically linked together 
by the comprehensive network of global 
shipping that connects all our continents. 

Among the most pressing issues in the 
Mission is a focus on recruiting new staff, 
a challenge many locations are tackling 
with incredibly creative energy. This past 
summer both the Mission to Seafarers loca-
tion in Vancouver and the centre in Seattle 
employed summer interns with the support 
of the North American Maritime Ministry 
Association. Mid-week, the conference 
travelled to Seattle to meet with director 
Ken Hawkins and his staff and interns. Ken 
shared with the group not only how useful 
are interns for the Mission’s day to day work, 

but especially how they bring new ideas 
and fresh energy. He encouraged his fellow 
regional directors to put more emphasis on 
recruiting and training new staff through 
internship programs. 

As a tangible sign of forward thinking, 
Rev. Peter Smyth, director of the Vancouver 
Mission to Seafarers, enthusiastically shared 
that his summer intern, Miranda Peters, 
would stay on at the Mission for another 
year in a full time position. Miranda’s pas-
sion and joy is infectious in the building. 
With youth and energy, the rest of the staff 
feel a renewed sense of calling to serve all 
the seafarers that come into the Vancouver 
downtown and Roberts Bank facilities of 
the Mission.

At the closing dinner, Steven Brown, 
chairman of the Vancouver Mission to 
Seafarers, shared a true story of why the 
Mission was so important for him. 50 years 
ago he was a young sailor who stopped in 
Vancouver at Christmas time. By a tradition 
that continues to this day, he received a 
holiday shoebox in which there were a few 
useful items, like shoelaces and toiletries. 
He said he could still feel vividly how much 
that small act shaped him and how thankful 
he was for it. He encouraged the regional 
directors to help seafarers today feel as he 
did decades ago: “I know that you are here 
this week to study the big issues of policy 
and governance, but let us not forget that 
at the heart of our work remains the small 
acts of kindness we do for seafarers visiting 
us from all over the world.” Seafarers are 
among the most forgotten in our world 
today; these seemingly token acts of kind-
ness can help alleviate the piercing sense of 
isolation that seafaring life so often inflicts. 
The Mission to Seafarers is well positioned 
to help seafarers know that, at least by 
these men and women, mariners are not 
forgotten.

Reflecting on the week’s activities, Secre-
tary General of the Mission to Seafarers Rev. 
Canon Andrew Wright said, “It has been a 
tremendous week. We looked at the whole 
range of key issues with passion and creative 
thinking and are so thankful that the Mis-
sion to Seafarers in Vancouver could host 
us.” Wright focused on one point in the 
week as a highlight: “this past year the Mis-
sions in Vancouver and Seattle were able to 
employ summer interns to prepare them for 
work. Hearing the stories of these interns 
and their stories of how our work affected 
their lives will long stay in our minds.” W

LEFT Tom Boardley, Chair of Mission to Seafarers London Board of Trustees and Ken Hawkins, Regional Director for the USA 
chat whilst enjoying Canadian beer. RIGHT Chaplain Ernst De Vries of the Christian Reformed Church and the Rev. Peter Smyth. 
PHOTOS Randy Murray

Full group photo of all those at the dinner: All the directors as listed above and here are some others in the shot: Standing fourth 
from left in the front row, Rob Dickson, Director of Finance and Property for the diocese of New Westminster attending on behalf 
of Bishop Skelton; Kneeling on left, Roman Catholic Deacon, Dileep Athaide; and kneeling on the right, Mission to Seafarers Port 
of Vancouver Chair, Captain Stephen Brown. On the far right in the back row, Senior Port Chaplain for Vancouver, the Rev. Peter 
Smyth and second from the right in the front row, Mission to Seafarers intern, Miranda Peters. PHOTO Randy Murray 

Group photo of the Directors present for the conference: the Rev. Lance Lukin, Regional Director for Oceania; Mrs. Tomilayo Toluhi, 
Director of Human Resources & Administration (London UK); the Rev. Andrew Wright, Secretary General (Chair); the Rev. Ijeoma 
Ajibade, Regional Director for Europe; the Rev. Dr. Paul Burt, Regional Director for the Gulf and South Asia; the Rev. Eric Phinney, 
Port Chaplain, St. John, New Brunswick; Mr. Ken Hawkins; the Rev. Maggie Whittington-Lamont, Regional Director for Canada; 
Dr. Jason Zuidema (the author), Executive Director, North American Maritime Ministry Association (NAMMA); the Rev. Stephen 
Miller, Regional Director for East Asia; the Rev. Cedric Rautenbach, Regional Director for Africa; Mr. Tom Boardley; the Rev. Garry 
Dodd, Regional Director for Australia. Absent: Mr. Ben Bailey, Assistant Director of Advocacy & Regional Engagement (London 
UK). PHOTO Randy Murray

Calling all Curlers!
Every year teams made up of 
clergy and lay people from 
across Canada and parts 
of the USA get together to 
challenge each other in the 
Friars’ Briar. Celebrating its’ 
40th year in 2018, the Friars’ 
Briar will be held in Regina, 

Saskatchewan where clergy/lay teams will once again battle 
for the top awards in the curling competition.

According to the Constitution of the Friars’ Briar 
Association, the organization aims to promote fine fellow-
ship and good curling on a national basis among clergy 
persons and their associates. The Association meets its aim 
by organizing an annual curling tournament known as the 
Friars’ Briar Bonspiel. 

Membership in the Friars’ Briar Association is open to:

 • Clergy persons, whether engaged in an active ministry  
  or retired
 • The spouses or widows/widowers and children of clergy  
  persons
 • Laypersons in paid employment by church organizations  

  or congregations
 • The spouses of such laypersons
 • Laypersons who are members in good standing of  
  recognized clergy curling clubs
 • Laypersons recommended by an FBA clergy person

Here’s a brief history of the Friars’ Briar in a poem written 
by of one of its members, Herb Eriksson:

  From BC to Ontario the Pastors come
  To trundle rocks on Shamrock’s lanes.
  Twenty-two rinks by any name,
  They sweep and glide from end to end.
  To only use the “besom an’ stane.” 

  The Annual Friars’ Briar, so named,
  a-curling by the Pastors and lay;
  (both men and women may play the game)
  One layperson may play the lead.
  Three on a rink must be Pastors indeed.

  The Friars’ Briar is meant to be fun,
  With fellowship and friendship at play.
  As the heavy rocks turn and slide
  Whether narrow or yet wide,

  Win or lose, we will enjoy the day.

  On one day a Banquet is served,
  A short program and prizes beside.
  When the rocks are all thrown
  And the winners are known,
  God be praised for all friends we have met!

This year, as has been the Friars’ Briar tradition, the annual 
Bonspiel will be hosted in Regina, Saskatchewan from 
March 5 – 9, 2018. Regina is also hosting the premier 
Canadian Men’s curling championship event, the Tim 
Hortons Brier at the Brandt Center from March 3 – 11, 
2018. While the Friars’ Briar may not attract the same 
crowds, or attention as the Tim Hortons Brier, the Friars’ 
Briar can be just as competitive. God-fearing clergy and 
their lay folk on ice with rocks aimed at houses are a force 
to be reckoned with! 

Interested? Or, as we say in curling, keen? Contact 
Melissa Sim at msim@curlbc.ca or 604.333.3620 for more 
information on how to form a team and start training for 
the premier clergy-curling event of the year. Full disclosure: 
Melissa is a clergy spouse and wants to be on a team going 
to the Friars’ Briar! W
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Caring for Seafarers and their Families
604 253 4421 

www.flyingangel.ca

Get on board with us

around the diocese
• Music at St. Stephen’s, West Vancouver •

SUBMISSION Hilary Clark

• Back to School for Fall 2017 & Beyond •
The Diocesan School for Parish Development 

Voices & Viols
In an unusual and esoteric departure from St. 
Stephen, West Vancouver’s usual monthly 
Jazz Vespers, Dr. Annabelle Paetsch, Min-
ister of Music, presented Music for Voices 
and Viols on August 27. This concert was 
a fundraiser for the Music Ministry of the 
church, and introduced the audience to 
both sacred and secular compositions of the 
Baroque era. The program featured counter 
tenor Erik Kallo and mezzo-soprano Risa 
Takahashi with accompaniment by the 
Vancouver Viols and Dr. Annabelle Paetsch 
on organ. The principal violist, Sarah 
Tippett Poon, introduced the group and 
described the viol as an instrument closer 
to the guitar in design than the violin, but 
played with a bow. Other members of the 
quartet were: Edgar Bridwell on treble and 
tenor viol; Cyrena Huang on bass viol; and 
Anne Duranceau on bass viol, violone in 
D, and lirone. 

The two vocalists began the concert with 
Sound the Trumpet by Henry Purcell. The 
combination of counter tenor and mezzo 
gave a gloriously resonant sonority, unusual 
in today’s church setting, but brilliantly 
appropriate. The viol ensemble followed 
with Variations by Bevin and two Fantasias 
by Purcell and Orlando Gibbons. The musi-
cians continued to ring the changes, and 
delight the audience with all music com-
posed between 1550 and 1750 concluding 
with a vibrant Bach duet and fittingly O 
Sing Unto the Lord by Thomas Morley. 

Risa Takahashi shares her talents with 
West Vancouver United Church and musica 
intima, and Erik Kallo is about to leave the 
local scene to study in London at the Royal 
College of Music. St. Stephen’s was hon-
oured and delighted to present the talents 
of this outstanding group of young people 
to the music lovers of the North Shore.

Jazz Vespers with Original Blend
The monthly Jazz Vespers brightened up 
the first rainy Sunday of the fall season on 
September 17 in St. Stephen’s Anglican 
Church, West Vancouver. St. Stephen’s 
rector, the Rev. Jonathan LLoyd opened the 
service with a prayer by Christina Rossetti. 
As the theme of the service was hope, the 
poem was very appropriate:

  O, Lord, in whom is our hope,  
   remove far from us
  We pray thee, empty hopes and  
   presumptuous confidence.
  Make our hearts so right with thy most  
   holy and loving heart,
  That hoping in thee we may do good:
  Until that day when faith and hope
  Shall be abolished by sight and possession
  And love shall be all in all.

The current weekend cohort of the Diocesan 
School for Parish Development reconvened 
on September 8, 2017, at the Synod Offices 
(1410 Nanton Avenue) for the penultimate 
session of the program. This group will meet 
once more for study November 17 and 18.

In order to spread the word more 
broadly around the Anglican Church of 
Canada, the Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion in general Bishop 
Melissa Skelton has asked that some pro-

The jazz band, Original Blend is composed 
of eight talented amateur musicians. Seven 
of those are backed by the rhythmic drum-
ming of the Ven. Dr. Stephen Muir, Arch-
deacon of Capilano and Rector of St. Agnes, 
Grand Boulevard. Work Song, Do Nothing 

‘Til You Hear From Me, and Afternoon in 
Paris began the set.

Rev. LLoyd read a passage from St. Paul, 
Romans 5: 5 containing the words “hope 
does not disappoint us, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”

Dizzy Gillespie’s dazzling 1941com-
position, A Night in Tunisia preceded Rev. 
LLoyd’s brief homily that asked the question, 

“Why do we have hope?” In his address he 
shared several examples from his experi-

Original Blend. PHOTO Jonathan LLoyd

LEFT The upcoming schedule for 2017 and 2018. RIGHT Videographer Ross Friesen records a session led by the Rev. Clare Morgan. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Ahoy there, landlubbers! 
Mission to Seafarers needs your help… 
we are looking for donations  
of winter coats (men’s size medium and large),  
mittens/gloves, and long sleeve shirts. 

These winter clothes will be worn by those brave sailors  
who cross the frigid waters of the Pacific to bring us  
90% of the goods we consume here in Canada.  
Please contact us at 604.253.4421 to donate.

ences while serving in Africa.
St. Stephen’s cantor/chorister, Doug-

las Lau who is also a pianist, performed 
Autumn Leaves backed by the trio of: Roy 
Gould, guitar; Stephen Muir, drums; and 
Amy Lewis, bass. The other members of 

Original Blend are: Laura Iwan, trumpet; 
Mike Winterbottom, alto sax; Steve Ivacko, 
tenor and baritone sax; and Fiona Narod, 
piano and flute. Following closing prayers 
and a blessing, the band performed So Nice 
and Groovin’ Easy. W

Risa Takahashi and Erik Kallo. PHOTO Jonathan LLoyd

motional videos be produced for advertising 
purposes. Videographer, Ross Friesen who 
has worked with diocesan communications 
on a number of projects was willing and 
able to brave the rainstorm (the first after a 
very long draught) to begin collecting video 
footage including testimonial interviews 
for the project.

More filming will take place at Vancou-
ver School of Theology (VST) during the 
week long session June 10 – 16, 2018 and 

at the Synod Offices during the 2018 week-
end sessions: January 26 – 27; May 11 – 12; 
September 7 – 8; and November 16 – 17.

Please visit the Diocesan School for 
Parish Development Module on the dioc-
esan website at www.vancouver.anglican.
ca/parish-development/school-for-parish-
development for registration and more 
detailed information about upcoming ses-
sions. Registration is now available for all 
2018 sessions. W
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around the diocese
• Clergy News Around the Diocese •

From the Desk of Executive Archdeacon, the Venerable Douglas Fenton, DD

• Preaching Workshop at 1410 Nanton Avenue •

The Bishop has appointed the Rev. Tellison 
Glover, DMin, as Director of Mission and 
Ministry Development for the diocese effec-
tive January 16, 2018. Fr. Glover comes to 
us from the diocese of the Bahamas and 
Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Fr. Glover was born in Nassau, Bahamas. 
From humble beginnings he grew up in the 
St. Cecilia constituency in Nassau, Bahamas, 

The Art and Craft of Preaching workshop 
took place at the Synod Offices September 
28 – 30. The workshop was offered by the 
diocese of New Westminster, the Episcopal 
Preaching Foundation, and the Vancouver 
School of Theology (VST) and was led by 
Bishop Skelton, the Rev. Nathan Kirkpat-
rick, and Ms. Christine Parton-Burkett. 
Eric Hinds a representative of the Episcopal 
Preaching Foundation (EPF) was also at the 
conference to be a presence and to share 
information about the EPF. EPF’s com-
munications material contains this quote 
from Scripture: 

“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth.” (Psalm 119: 103)

The workshop was open to all and featured 
a nominal registration fee of $95 in order 
to attract folks from outside the diocese 
who wanted to participate but might find 
a market value registration fee prohibitive 
when added on to travel costs. However, of 
the approximately 50 registered, the large 
majority were clergy from the diocese of 
New Westminster, however there were folks 
from around BC, including a number of 
lay participants.

The unofficially official diocesan caterers, 
Bette Geddes and Associates were responsible 
for serving three meals (dinner Thursday, 
lunch Friday and lunch Saturday) and as 
usual their savoury and sweet collations 
added to the learning and fellowship.

Working in plenary sessions and small 
groups, Rev. Kirkpatrick and Ms. Parton-
Burkett brought preachers together as a 
company of artists to consider how they 
might become better proclaimers of the 
Good News of God’s Love in Jesus Christ. 
The attitude of the leaders was a positive one, 
all three assuming that everyone can grow 
in their preaching ability whether just at the 
beginning of their ministries and preaching 
lives or with decades of experience.

Part of the workshop learning process 
was collaborative. The concept embraced 
at the workshop was that there is immense 
wisdom in the company of preachers, which 
allows for everyone present to learn from 
one another.

During and following the workshop, the 
comments from registrants regarding their 
experience were very positive. Those who 
participated gained valuable knowledge on 
practical concepts like body language, hand 
position, tone and timbre of voice, work 
and planning habits, use of visual aids as 
well as how to develop sermon content 
that will best embrace the message of the 
Scriptures.

more commonly known as “The Grove.” 
Up until his young adult life he attended 
St. Barnabas Church where he served as an 
altar server until he left for seminary at the 
age of 19. 

In 2006, Fr. Glover graduated from 
the University of the West Indies where he 
read for the Bachelor of Arts in Theology. 
He was ordained a deacon in 2006 and 
priested the subsequent year. Holding to 
two diplomas, one in Education and the 
other in Pastoral Studies, he saw the need 
to pursue further studies and in May 2013 
completed a doctorate in Leadership and 
Congregational Development at Nashotah 
House Theological Seminary. 

He has served three parishes — as the 
assistant curate at the Pro-Cathedral of 
Christ the King, Freeport in the north and 
as rector of St. Philip’s Parish, Great Inagua, 
and now as the rector of the Church of St. 
Monica.

Fr. Glover’s personal purpose statement 
is, “to seize life with passion and drive; to 

Worship played a role over the three 
days with the daily offices of Morning and 
Evening Prayer laying the foundation for 
the learning and development of skills that 
were to come.

The expertise of the leaders was appar-
ent in all the sessions. Bishop Melissa Skel-
ton has made preaching a major priority 
in her pastoral leadership her entire career. 
Nathan and Christine have taught preach-
ing workshops throughout North America 
for churches of all denominations from 
sizes large to small for more than a decade.

In two of the photographs that accom-

The Rev. Shirley Stockdill. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Visiting instructors, the Rev. Nathan Kirkpatrick and Christine Parton-Burkett share a chuckle or two as the participants 
move across the room to the “Saturday” and “Sunday Morning” locations. PHOTO Randy Murray RIGHT A small group gathered in 
the north side meeting room of the Synod Offices participates in a visioning exercise using visuals. PHOTO Bishop Melissa Skelton

make a difference in the world and to empty 
oneself of every God given ‘gift and vision’ 
before leaving this world.” His personal 
creed is, “Informed by history, transformed 
by destiny, conformed to His will.”

Fr. Glover’s church buildings suffered 
heavy damage as a result of the hurricanes 
in September 2017. Please keep him and his 
parishioners in your prayers as he completes 
his ministry at St. Monica.

Archdeacons
The Ven. Philippa Segrave-Pride has been 
appointed Archdeacon of Lougheed effec-
tive September 16 in addition to her role 
as Archdeacon of Burrard. She succeeds the 
Rev. Karen Urquhart who began as Interim 
Priest-in-Charge of St. Christopher, West 
Vancouver on September 16.

The Ven. Stephen Rowe, Archdeacon of 
Fraser and Rector of Church of the Epiph-
any, Surrey concluded his archidiaconal 
duties on September 30. Bishop Skelton 
appointed the Rev. Louie Engnan, Rector 

of St. Michael, Surrey effective October 1 to 
succeed Rev. Rowe as Archdeacon of Fraser.

In Other News
The Rev. Shirley Stockdill will retire as 
Interim Priest-in-Charge at St. Mary, Ker-
risdale on September 30. The Ven. John 
Bailey will complete his term of appoint-
ment as Interim Priest-in-Charge of St. 
Philip, Dunbar on October 31.

The Bishop has made the following 
appointments:

 • The Rev. James Duckett as Interim  
  Priest-in-Charge to St. Paul, Vancouver  
  effective October 1. 
 • The Ven. John Stephens as Priest-in- 
  Charge of St. Mary, Kerrisdale through  
  the canonical process and until the next  
  rector is appointed. The appointment  
  began October 1. 
 • The Rev. Harold Munn as Priest-in-Charge  
  of St. Philip, Dunbar beginning on All Saints’  
  Day and until the arrival of the new rector,  
  the Rev. Stuart Hallam, on Pentecost 2018. W

The Rev. Dr. Tellison Glover. PHOTO Courtesy of Tellison Glover

The Ven. Philippa Segrave-Pride. PHOTO Marnie Peterson

The Ven. Louie Engnan. PHOTO Wayne Chose

pany this article we see an exercise in progress 
where the participants were asked to move 
through the “days of the week” (the space 
at the front of the Conference Room) sig-
nifying the day that they would like to have 
their Sunday sermons started and finished 
in contrast to what day they actually prepare 
and finish their sermons. There is quite a 
large group in the “Saturday” area.

Coordinating the conference on behalf 
of the diocese — the Rev. Jessica Schaap, 
and on behalf of VST, the Rev. Dr. Jason 
Byassee. W

LEFT Participants move across the front of the Conference Room toward the “day of the week” when they prepare their sermons. 
PHOTO Randy Murray RIGHT Rev. Nathan Kirkpatrick and Eric Hinds of EPF. PHOTO Bishop Melissa Skelton 

The plenary taking part in the Habits of Preparation exercise. PHOTO Randy Murray
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around the diocese

Deadline for Topic Submissions
November 24 for the January 2018 issue
December 22 for the February 2018 issue

All are encouraged to submit letters, articles,  
reports on parish activities, 

opinion pieces, photos,  
and more for consideration as content for Topic.

Please email Randy Murray at rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca.  
All contributions are appreciated. • Editor

• PWRDF Ride for Refuge September 30, 2017 •
SUBMISSION Jane Dittrich

• New Sunday Evening Worship at St. George, Maple Ridge •
SUBMISSION David Edgerton

• Winter Feast & Silent Auction •

This Ride got underway again this year at 
Richmond Christian High School. The 
forecast of rain nicely held off until after 

We know that for many, Sunday morning is 
a time when sports activities, camping trips 
and other activities often mean that people 
can’t get to church.

Others at St. George’s have been keen to 
have a space for prayer and praise that isn’t 
a Eucharistic service, so on a trial basis we 
are creating a new and innovative informal 
evening service at St. George’s. The first 
service took place on September 17 with 
around 30 people attending. It’s a 7 pm 
service — with refreshments first from 6:30 
pm (think home baked cookies and coffee) 
and finishes around 8 pm. 

The vision is that we have an extended 
time of sung worship to start, that the ser-
vice will be interactive with lively talks and 
that the service will be engaging for older 

The Urban Aboriginal Ministry of St. Mary 
Magdalene, Vancouver invites all to a 
Winter Feast and Silent Auction, featuring 
moose stew and bannock, traditional songs 
and poetry. 

 DATE November 24 
 TIME 6 pm – 9 pm 
 LOCATION St. Mary Magdalene  
  (2950 Laurel Street) in the  
  Vancouver General Hospital  
  neighbourhood
 PRICE Tickets $20

Check out the Silent Auction items at https://
stmarymags.ca.

Praise band. PHOTO Nona Robinson

Singers offering a traditional song at last year’s Winter Feast.

Contact Vivian at 604.816.3348 or by 
email at vivianseegers@hotmail.com. W

Vivian Seegers.

children, youth and adults alike. Time for 
personal prayer and prayer ministry follows 
the talk, allowing us to respond to God in 
prayer and worship. Music is led by our 
praise band and is lively and contemporary. 
Young people have been involved in the 
band and also in reading from the bible. 
As the service develops we are hoping to 
include our young people more in the 
planning and leadership. The themes for the 
service are the same as the morning services 
each time; the idea is that whichever service 
somebody attends at St. George’s there is 
consistency and life groups meet during the 
week to go explore themes further.

The service is taking place every month 
on the third Sunday and the next services 
are November 19 and December 17. W

the Ride was complete! A warm lunch 
was provided to the hundreds of Ride For 
Refuge riders in the school gymnasium 

following the event.
The Ride for Refuge Team PWRDF 

(Primate’s World Relief and Development 
Fund) Vancouver exceeded their fundrais-
ing goal for the ride this year, and as of 
the writing of this brief report October 
1, 2017, approximately $4,000 have been 
raised primarily for the benefit of PWRDF 
partner CCM be Pemba, a credit coopera-
tive organization in Mozambique, which 
provides a safe place for women to keep 

their savings and access low-interest loans 
for small businesses. Profits are reinvested 
in their businesses and in their families 
allowing for access to potable water, food, 
shelter, clothing, and education. Adult 
women, almost 70% of whom are illiter-
ate, learn to read at night school. Women 
are empowered to become full partners in 
decision making for their families and their 
communities as a whole. W

LEFT Jane Dittrich (Christ Church 
Cathedral) and Peter Goodwin 
(Diocesan PWRDF unit chair, and 
captain of Team PWRDF Vancouver)  
at the starting line flag.

RIGHT Jane Dittrich lined up with 
other riders at the starting line for 
the 50 kilometre route. Other riders 
were riding for various charities and 
causes. Jane was the only member of 
Team PWRDF Vancouver to ride the 
50 kilometre route, but she met many 
interesting people riding for other 
teams during the 2.5 hour peddle! 

PHOTOS Courtesy of Jane Dittrich

Members of Team PWRDF Vancouver reunited after completing their respective routes. Some team members walked, and others 
did the 10, 25 or 50 kilometre versions of the bike ride. Members included: top fundraiser Susan Ohannesian (organist, St. Mary’s, 
Kerrisdale); Lini, Ben and Margot Hutchings (St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale); Betty Boland (St. Faith); and Peter Goodwin (St. James’). 
PHOTO Courtesy of Jane Dittrich
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Are You Ready? It’s Coming! 
ALLAN CARSON
Regional Dean of Valley; Rector, St. John’s, Sardis

Advent, the season of preparation is almost 
upon us. Advent wreaths are being dusted 
off, children’s pageant rehearsals are being 
planned, choirs are rehearsing, fireplaces 
are being lit, excitement is rising — the 
planning for Vestry 2018 has begun! Yes, 
it is that time of year when nominating 
committees are prayerfully considering 
who will fill those inevitable vacancies on 
Parish Council. All parishes will soon get a 
reminder of a motion passed at Synod 2017. 

“Be it resolved that Synod affirm the value of 
diversity within parish leadership. To this end 
parish nomination committees are encouraged 
to consider diversity in their nomination process 
in preparation for vestry each year, especially the 
intentional invitation and inclusion of candidates 
who are visually a racial minority, or not members 
of the dominant ethnic group or culture. A re-
minder of this affirmation will be sent to wardens 
of each Parish in November of each year through 
the Synod Office.”

Although this motion did pass by a strong 
majority at Synod there were a couple 
of articulate objections to it. The first 
was — when considering people for Parish 
Council should not the first consideration 
be to find the most qualified people for the 
openings. No one in their right mind would 
answer no to that statement. The problem 
is we do not ask people to apply for the 
openings and then carefully consider their 
education and experience to ensure we get 
the best fit. Let’s be honest, we approach 
people we already know, it is usually the 

best known and most familiar people who 
“step up” and fill the vacancies. It would be 
a rare parish if the best-known and most 
familiar people were those of a racial or 
ethnic minority. Unless we are intentional 
in helping minorities be in positions of lead-
ership and become more visible we will not 
be courageously living out our gospel call. 
The second objection questioned whether 
the motion itself was not racist because it 
draws attention to our differences and asks 
us to draw attention to those in minority, 
suggesting that the goal is to be colourblind 

because we are one family in Christ. But 
God is not colourblind. God sees colours 
quite clearly. The picture in Revelation 7 is 
not of a grey amorphous humanity. It is one 
of persons from every tribe, tongue, people, 
and nation before the throne of the Lamb. 
God sees their colour, culture, songs, and 
stories. The kingdom of God is a multi-
ethnic one. We are called to participate in 
what God is doing. The goal is not to be 
colourblind. The goal is to hear those who 
are different then you, to be with those 
who are different then you, to honour those 
who are different then you. God created 
them! Look around the world that does 
not come naturally. Look at your parish it 
has not happened naturally. We must be 
intentional if we are to move toward the 
glorious image painted in Revelation 7. We 
do pray toward that end every week, “thy 
kingdom come thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.” W

In the year 1697, Henry Maundrell, aca-
demic of Exeter College in Oxford and 
priest of the Church of England, was acting 
as chaplain to the new Levant Company 
based in Aleppo in Syria. Perhaps realizing 
that his term as chaplain might soon end, 
he sought and obtained permission to 
assemble a small expedition and set out on 
a journey south to Jerusalem. With him 
were 15 companions. 

As they travelled down the Syrian coast, 
they eventually came to the north bank of 
the Dog River — its Arabic name Nahr al-
Kalb — where it entered the Mediterranean. 
An ancient bridge linked the high dark walls 
of a steep sided gorge. As they crossed the 
river Maundrell noticed that there were 
large stone plaques built into the walls of 
the gorge, accessible only by an obviously 
ancient narrow path. They camped on the 
south bank and investigated. 

To do so was not without danger. Maun-
drell has left us a vivid record of the area:

You have a path of about two yards wide along 
the side (of the cliffs) at a great height above the 
water, (this) being the work of the emperor Anto-
nius… In several places we saw strange antique 
figure of men, carved in the natural rock, and in 
bigness equal to the life.

What Maundrell discovered when he and 
a few companions explored that path is 
today a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
Maundrell had discovered what is perhaps 
the world’s most sustained record of conflict 
between warring empires. 

The earliest plaque told the travellers 
that an army of Ramses II of Egypt had 
come here over 3,500 years before them. It 
had arrived to establish Egyptian dominion 
over this area and to define the northern 
border of Egypt’s imperial territories. North 
of the river the Hittite Empire stretched far 
away to the coasts of the Black Sea. 

Ramses used these great natural walls 
to boast of his conquests in many wars. 
By doing so he set the tone for a series of 
plaques that would tell the story of war for 
the rest of the historical record, down to 
very recent times. Century after century, 
armies will march through this area, paus-
ing to get their engineers to cut into the 
cliffs a record of their passing, marking their 
ephemeral victories. 

25 centuries after Ramses, Esarhaddon 
King of the powerful Assyrian Empire will 

march through here as conqueror in the 7th 
century BCE. In that same century Nebu-

The Pity of War 
HERBERT O’DRISCOLL
Retired Priest of the diocese of Calgary, Former Dean & Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver

Two plaques at Nahr al-Kalb. PHOTO Paul Fearn (Alamy Stock Photo)

chadnezzar, King of the newly victorious 
Babylonian Empire, already the conqueror 

of both Assyria and Egypt, is returning 
north through this Pass to his imperial city 
of Babylon. He is so proud of his conquests 
that he places his plaque on the north side of 
the river opposite that of Ramses, sending 
the clear message that he has humbled the 
power of Egypt. 

On and on the plaques go, each in its 
own stage of weathering the ravages of time 
and weather. Antiochus of Egypt, general in 
the armies of Alexander the Great, comes 
through here, leaving a plaque celebrating 
victory in the 6th Syrian War. 

The Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius 
marches through here in 215 CE travelling 
from Antioch south to Alexandria. 

In 1861, Napoleon II and his French 
regiments cross this bridge to intervene in 
the Lebanese civil war, once again instruct-
ing his engineers to record the event.

In 1918, in their final drive to end 
the Ottoman Empire, British and French 
armies mark their triumphant passage on 
the walls of the Pass. 

A plaque tells us that in 1919, the Brit-
ish Desert Corps have taken Damascus, 
Homs and Aleppo. In 1941, troops of 
the Free French tell us in stone that they 
have liberated Damascus from the forces 
of Vichy, France, marking their victory on 
these ancient cliffs.

There are others but that must suffice. 
Why tell this story? The simple answer is 
that it is once again the month of Novem-
ber and our thoughts turn to memories of 
war. Those memories of war are not of war’s 
triumphs, as those ancient plaques of Nahr 
al-Kalb were originally intended to express. 
Our thoughts are of the futility of war, of 
its cost and of its terrible sadness. 

The English poet Wilfred Owen wrote 
of what he termed “the pity of war.” In a 
memorable poem, written after a gas attack 
on the western front, he wrote:

  If in some smothering dreams,  
   you too could pace
  Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
  And watch the white eyes writhing  
   in his face…

  My friend, you would not tell  
   with such high zest
  To children ardent  
   for some desperate glory,
  The old Lie; Dulce et decorum est  
   Pro patria mori. W

“The kingdom of God is a multi-ethnic one.  
We are called to participate in what God is doing. 

The goal is not to be colourblind.”

“Those memories of war are not of war’s triumphs,  
as those ancient plaques of Nahr al-Kalb  

were originally intended to express.  
Our thoughts are of the futility of war,  
of its cost and of its terrible sadness.”
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will. The article has since been published 
in several magazines in Australia, Britain, 
Canada, and the United States, including 
Topic (April 2016 issue). The article demon-
strated that there already was, or could easily 
be at a moment’s notice, Christian unity 
among major denominations, especially at 
the local and person-to-person level.

If we substitute the phrase “Christian 
unity” in its Biblical sense for the “orga-
nizational unity” or “structural unity” that 
fringe denominations and many members 
of mainline churches mistake it for, believ-
ers of every denomination can practice John 
17 now, in their daily lives. Even when we 
narrow down the meaning of Christian 
unity to structural or bureaucratic arrange-
ments, there is no longer any sense to regard 
disunity as a problem, for there exist far too 
many avenues for churches to cooperate 
with each other, such as intercommunion 
agreements, open Communion, unhin-
dered mutual acceptance, joint ventures 
with other church bodies, and cooperation 
in local, national, and world council of 
churches.

True, some church leaders allege that 
disunity remains, but this may be a mere 
public relations gesture by some of them. 
They usually mention it as if it were the 
only sin of which they are guilty, and has-
ten to add that they are working hard to 
overcome it. 

In the last 100 years, the tireless efforts 
of many leaders of major churches and 
the goodwill of local laity towards their 
counterparts in other communions have 
achieved a real, viable, and practical unity 
through many branches of Christendom, 
which answers Christ’s prayer. Let us hon-
our them or their memories, and concen-
trate instead on redoubling Christian efforts 
more towards feeding the hungry masses of 
the Developing World.

How about a “Week of Prayer for Starv-
ing Africans?” W

Where Does the Journey End?
ART TURNBULL
Retired Priest of the diocese of Ontario with permission to officiate in the diocese of New Westminster

Asking directions in a rural setting, the 
woman could not have known she would 
be insulted for how she looked. Yet the man 
ignored her question. He told her. “Go back 
to your country!” The woman faced the 
man and confronted his neo-Nazi attitude. 
It was a part of her journey.

The police officer made a choice. He 
listened to the young man. Then he bought 
some clothes for the young thief who 
wanted to be dressed for a job interview. 
Both the officer and the young man con-
tinue their journey.

As a boy trying to escape terrorists he 
had to swim a river. Bullets splashed around. 
He had to walk into the jungle, and in hor-
ror watched his chum die beside the path. 
Now, years later in Canada he tries to help 
his relatives, help his homeland people in 
the country now called South Sudan. He 
is thwarted by civil war and corruption 
as his people starve. He is determined to 
journey on.

She gave birth to her first-born, alone, 
scared, and unable to visualize the days to 
come. Her husband was in jail. This couple 
had met in the alleyways of the city but had 
both journeyed from First Nations villages 
far away. Her mother, an Indian Residen-
tial School survivor, had not taught this 
daughter how to be a parent. Still the young 
mother knew she must travel onwards to 
find a better space for her child.

Over the Sundays a few months back in 
the hot, dry summer of 2017, the lectionary 
followed the story of a people on the move, 
the ancient people of God. The stories 
were of Abraham and Sarah, of Isaac and 
Rebekah, Jacob and Esau, and the sons of 
Jacob, Joseph and his brothers ending up in 
Egypt. It was the rediscovery of a journey 
that connects us to great happenings, full 
of how people relate to one another with all 
their faults as well as their beauty.

Last summer’s lections also included 
Matthew’s stories of Jesus. We heard of this 

itinerant teacher’s accounts of the abundant 
generosity available in the awesome love of 
God. We are invited into the journey within 
the kingdom of heaven.

The story did not end on Labour Day, 
but continues to bring us further into the 
journey just begun. Jacob, who became 
Israel, the nation, becomes a people of God 
on a journey to a promised land, God’s 
land. Led by Moses these people become 
our relatives of spiritual kinship. 

The Gospel journey has brought Jesus 
into Jerusalem. The encounter is now 
fraught with danger as the question of 
authority is raised. The religious authorities 
ask, “by what authority are you doing these 
things and who gave you this authority?” 
Could they not connect the message of 
this man to the message they were to teach? 
Their journey is on a different path than that 
of the one they accuse.

Where does the journey end? Does it 
end with us? For we are connected to all 

the brothers and sisters being confronted 
on the sidewalk of their journey. We are 
attached to the possibility of doing good, as 
was the policeman on his beat. We are a part 
of the kin who are starving in the world in 
so many, too many, ways. We are inheritors 
of the fallout caused to Indigenous peoples 
who had their journey halted and were 
stopped short.

“Let each of you look not to your own interests, but 
to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedi-
ent to the point of death-even death on a cross.” 
(Philippians 2: 4 – 8)

That is where our journey ends; that is 
where our journey begins. W

Christian Unity Achieved!
DAVID W. T. BRATTSTON
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia

There is no further need for efforts toward 
Christian unity. The major churches have 
already attained a sufficient degree of har-
mony and mutual acceptance to fulfill Jesus’ 
call for unity among Christians in John 10: 
16 and in His oft-cited prayer in John 17.

Look at mainline denominations, such 
as the Anglican Church. It has intercom-
munion agreements, fellowship and joint 
ventures with other church bodies, and 
cooperation in local, national, and world 
council of churches. Any disunity is largely 
illusory, with the differences being only in 
nonessentials which other major church 
bodies are willing to tolerate. What keeps 
denominational separation in place are the 
secular laws which confer corporate status 
and property-holding arrangements, which 
were laid down centuries ago, and can be 
overcome only by an act of Parliament or 
provincial Legislature.

I looked for the meaning of Christian 
unity as contemplated in the Scriptures, 
and in the writings of Christians so early 
they could recall what Jesus and His first 
disciples actually did. I aimed to ascertain 
the meaning of such unity in the practice of 
the apostles and their first successors, and 
how “unity” was understood in the next few 
overlapping generations.

Drawing on Christian sources to the 
middle of the 3rd century CE, I discovered 
that “unity” meant attitudes, qualities of 
character, or modes of relating to people 
with whom one is in personal contact. 
In the Biblical sense, it is a pattern of 
conducting one-to-one interpersonal rela-
tions among Christians that fosters peace, 
love, and harmony at the neighbourhood 
level. The Scriptures and church fathers 
mentioned merger of organizations or 
bureaucracies.

My research resulted in a magazine 
article that investigated and countered 
allegations that the Christian churches 
today are too fragmented to fulfill Christ’s 
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News & Events for Youth in the Diocese of New Westminster

YOUTH CONNECTIONS

contact • Caitlin Reilley Beck 
 Diocesan Coordinator for Children & Youth Ministry
 cbeck@vancouver.anglican.ca  
 604.684.6306 ext. 225

youth groups •
For Parish Youth Groups go to http://bit.ly/1T5cWk0

Journey to Iona
HOLLY ANONBY

Anglican Parish of the Church of the Epiphany, Surrey; Postulant for Ordination in the diocese of New Westminster

Our youth group at the Anglican Parish of the Epiphany, 
Surrey (Epiphany) has been participating in the Journey to 
Adulthood (J2A) program for a number of years. As part of 
the program, there is the opportunity to plan and attend a 
pilgrimage. For five years the Epiphany group worked on 
raising funds and, two years ago, decided that we would 
travel to Iona Abbey, a religious centre in Scotland.

The abbey was once a Benedictine monastery built in 
the 12th century on the Isle of Iona, a small island of the 
Inner Hebrides. It was dismantled in the 16th century 
under King Henry the VIII’s rule and the time of the Sup-
pression of the Monasteries. It remained a ruin until the 
1930s when the Rev. George MacLeod gathered together 
six young priests and six unemployed labourers to rebuild 
the abbey. However, the religious importance of the site 
of the abbey goes back centuries before it became a Bene-
dictine monastery. It was originally founded by the Irish 
St. Columba in the 5th century who established Iona as a 
great Christian mission and a hub of innovative Christian 

thought and ideas. The Book of Kells was written here and 
Christianity spread throughout Scotland from Iona. It 
was known throughout the world and it quickly became 
popular as a place of Christian pilgrimage. Although there 
are now only 177 permanent residents on the island, half 
a million tourists and pilgrims continue to visit each year.

Our group’s journey began early in the morning of 
August 19 when we boarded a train in Glasgow and 
travelled for three hours to Oban. We then transferred 
to a ferry, which took us to Craignure on the Isle of Mull 
where we were met with a downpour and turbulent waves 
coming up over the ferry dock and drenching us as we ran 
to catch our bus for the next leg of our journey. The bus 
ride took us across Mull to Fionnphort via a single lane 
highway through some spectacular scenery. At one point 
we were stopped by a cow standing in the middle of the 
road. Once we reached Fionnphort it was then a short ferry 
ride to the Isle of Iona. Although it was nowhere near the 
kind of journey pilgrims from earlier centuries would have 
taken to get to Iona, by today’s standards it was somewhat 
arduous which added to the experience of our pilgrimage.

When we arrived, our hosts met us at the ferry dock and 
loaded our luggage onto a van so that we could journey the 
rest of the way on foot. We were greeted with tea and home-
made cookies and began our week, which was to be spent 
living in community with about 20 others staying with 
us at the abbey as well as a group staying at the MacLeod 
Centre which was also part of the Iona community. 

The week was filled with activities including daily 
chores. There were beautiful morning and evening wor-
ship services held each day in the ancient church. We also 
had the opportunity to attend a variety of themed sessions 
throughout the week. One of the highlights was hiking 
across the island on an eight hour pilgrimage. As Zachary 
Groves commented, “it was very calming and gave us time 
to reflect.” Another highlight was the boat trip to Staffa, a 
spectacular island formed from geometric rods of basalt.

Our time at the Abbey was a great balance of quiet 
time and fellowship. While the Abbey was more rustic, 
the MacLeod Centre, built in the mid-80s, had a larger 
common room and craft room. Devon Groves discovered 
all but one chair had been painted, and what was missing 
was a rainbow. We also attended a Ceilidh, which is a party 
consisting of Scottish folk music, traditional dancing and 
storytelling.

Rev. George MacLeod, himself, described Iona as a 
“thin place — only a tissue paper separates the material from 
the spiritual.” We were all struck by the beauty of Iona and 
being able to live surrounded by history was something 
difficult to describe. Charlotte Anonby appreciated having 
the opportunity and freedom to explore the beauty and his-
tory of the island. Each member of the group will forever 
carry memories of our time in Iona — from swimming in 
the beautiful but frigid ocean, to meeting and visiting with 
new friends from all over the world, or just having time 
to be still and reflect.

As our rector, the Rev. Stephen Rowe said in a recent 
sermon when he spoke of our journey, “The abiding sense 
one gets of being on that island and especially being in 
the Abbey Church is that one’s prayer is deeply immersed 
in the prayers of thousands of people who have prayed in 
that building over hundreds of years.” For our small group 
of pilgrims we were in the company of those who came 
seeking before us, and in our own way hope to show others 
where we’ve been. W

Arriving at Iona. PHOTO Holly Anonby 

LEFT Abbey Library. MIDDLE Painting a Rainbow Chair. RIGHT Charlotte and Parisa at the Ceilidh. PHOTOS Holly Anonby 

Atop Dun I. PHOTO Holly Anonby

Staffa. PHOTO Scott Groves Pilgrimage. PHOTO Holly Anonby

Iona Abbey from Abbots Hill. PHOTO Holly Anonby The full J2A cohort on Dun I. PHOTO Holly Anonby


