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Home Church Package for Sunday, April 5, 2020 
 
 

 
Synopsis of this week: 
 

Gethsemane is the moment when a chain of events begins that 
cannot be halted. Once Jesus is taken into custody, there is no 
going back. So we pause a moment with him in the garden just 
before his arrest, and we feel with him the temptations that arise 
when facing difficult circumstances—to run, hide, use whatever 
power we have to change things, fight it, perhaps even bargain 
with God. We walk among the sleepy disciples who just can’t 
grasp what is about to happen. And we open to let the story 
remind us that no matter what we face, or how we fail to meet the 
demand of the moment, second chances are possible.  

 

Prayers: 
Prayer of Confession 

 
 

 Here we are, Jesus. 
We find ourselves alongside you in a garden of grief 

for the violence so many of this world endure. 
We are tired. We don’t know what to do next. 

And so we sleep sometimes,  
hoping to awake from a bad dream. 

Forgive us, O God. 
Help us face this hour  

knowing you are always here. 
You only ask the same of us… to be present, to be awake. 

You entered our story through Jesus, 
now help us to enter fully into the story  

of your kin-dom on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon 

 

Know this: We can open to let the story remind us  
that no matter what we face, or how we fail to meet the demand of the 

moment,  
second chances are possible. 
You are forgiven and freed, 

encouraged and loved 
by a God who wants you to live fully. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Reading: 

“They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ He took with him Peter and 
James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And 
he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 
and keep awake.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on 
the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might 
pass from him. He said, ‘Abba, Father, for you all things are 
possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what 
you want.’” — Mark 14:32-36 (with references to Mark 14:32-52, 
John 18:1-11)  

 
 

Sermon: Lent 6  The Garden: Risking Temptation 
Mark 14:32-36 (with references to Mark 14: 32-52 and John 18:1-11) 

Rev. Jennifer Swanson 
 

 
Let us pray: 
Loving God,  we thank you for the gift of your Word and as we think on 
these things, open our hearts and our minds to hear you.  Amen. 
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How many of you like to garden, I wonder? Many of us suddenly find 
ourselves with more time these days due to the stay-at-home pandemic 
orders…and those of us with yards might be out in them a little more than 
usual, although it’s rainy and not very warm here yet. The thing about 
gardens is…they are places of growth. Circles of life. Things sprout up and 
out of the ground and flourish and bloom and then, when it’s time…wither 
and die and rest and soon…and maybe already…things start to sprout 
again. The circle of life.  
 
The garden our text is set in today was not exactly what we might think of 
as a garden in our backyards…and we aren’t absolutely sure where this 
garden was because there are a few possibilities according to the different 
texts…but what we think we know is that it was an olive garden…a grove of 
olive trees. The word Gethsemane is an Aramaic word that means “olive 
press”…a huge round stone basin of sorts with another stone wheel with a 
wooden pole through it that sits on it’s side inside the larger basin,  and a 
person could push or more likely an animal would be  hooked up to the 
pole and walked around to make the stone wheel turn in order to press a 
heap of olives into the beautiful golden oil. Gethsemane. Olive press. 
 
This scene in the garden was a pause…a breather…a moment in a 
beautiful and green place…a slowing down of time toward the end of what 
was a remarkable and frenetic week in the last week of Jesus’ life. This 
was the calm before the storm in a way or during it maybe, although it 
probably was not feeling calm for Jesus.  Jesus was about to be arrested. 
He’d had a week that began with the Palm parade into the city…a protest 
parade full of symbolism. Then the angry throwing over of the tables in the 
temple and then his risky teachings in the face of many tricky questions, 
and then the dinner with his friends in Bethany where the woman came in 
and rubbed his feet with the expensive perfume and her hair… and then 
the Last Supper in the upper room with the foot washing that surprised and 
maybe even shocked everyone…and then now…this moment in the 
garden…when Jesus asks his disciples to stay awake and keep watch 
while he goes to pray. 
 
It’s been an emotion-filled week, no doubt. There is much at stake. 
Everything is upside down. And for a moment…it seems that it’s all just too 
much…even for Jesus. And so he goes into this garden…where things 
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grow and bloom and wither and die and pause and start all over again. And 
he pauses. And he prays. 
 
Sound familiar? Has this week…these past few weeks been emotion-filled? 
Isn’t everything feeling upside down? Are you as tired as I am, even though 
it feels like the world has slowed down and downright stopped?  
 
I read somewhere that what we are collectively experiencing is actually 
grief. Grief that we have lost so much…freedom, safety, the ability to hug 
our loved ones, many have lost jobs and 
businesses…opportunities…events long planned have been postponed or 
just cancelled. People are sick. People are dying. It’s scary. It’s sad. There 
is a lot of anxiety and probably even worse…uncertainty…because we 
don’t really know or can’t really say how long this is all going to go on.  
 
And so we do what we can do. And it turns out, there is still a lot we can do! 
I notice that rooms are being painted and closets organized and papers 
shredded and inboxes emptied and online dinner visits are happening and 
bread! Bread-baking seems to be a new hot quarantine activity! Everyone 
seems to be baking bread and posting pictures on social media of 
gorgeous sourdough loaves and cinnamon buns and other delicious bread 
creations..amazing. 
 
We humans are funny creatures. Like these loaves of bread, we seem to 
collectively rise in the face of adversity and do what we can do in difficult 
times. 
 
Jesus did what he often did when things got out of hand…he stopped. And 
he prayed. And it was honest. It wasn’t all flowery and perfect…it was really 
honest talking to God…take this cup away. I don’t really want to do this. 
Make it stop. I can’t. 
 
Do you do that? When it feels like life is out of control…when things are 
happening too fast, or not happening at all, or when it seems like it’s the 
only thing you can do? Because prayer is something you can do…no 
matter who you are or where you are or whether you’ve ever done it before 
or not. 
 
There are no rules to it, you know.  
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You don’t have to say certain words or follow any kind of an order. In fact, 
prayer doesn’t even need words at all. You just have to stop…and show up 
and be real about it. 
 
And what should I pray for, you might ask? Well, you might think that 
praying for others is the only kind of prayer that’s important and it is very 
important…so yes…that’s something you can do for sure…but 
again…there are no rules, and there are many ways to pray. 
 
 And as Jesus shows us in this text, praying for ourselves is a perfectly 
valid and important thing to do too when you need to. Prayer, after all, is 
simply a connection with God…with words or without words…and as the 
professor of Jewish studies, and author Amy-Jill Levine says,  
 
“We need personal prayer - to sustain us, to help us find courage, to 
lament. Jesus provides the example that in cases of extreme concern, of 
course we pray for ourselves.”1 
 
She continues, 
 
““I don’t want to die” is a very good prayer. Who might pray words like this? 
Firefighters, police, members of the military, those who work with victims of 
infectious diseases…”2 
(I’m pausing here to add people who might right now: grocery store 
workers, care home staff, doctors, dentists, nurses…emergency response 
workers…daycare workers…anyone who finds themselves on the front 
lines right now with this Covid-19 pandemic…this prayer is probably a very 
highly used one right now all over the world.) 
 
Levine continues, 
 
“…Every day they might say, “Let this cup pass away from me. I don't want 
to do this, but I know this is my vocation, I know this is what I have to do.” 
We pray to let the cup pass. We pray, ‘Let your will be done.” That’s 
Gethsemane.”3 
 

                                                 
1 Levine, Amy-Jill, Entering the Passion of Jesus, pg 133 
2 Levine, Amy-Jill, Entering the Passion of Jesus, pg 133 
3 Levine, Amy-Jill, Entering the Passion of Jesus, pg 133 
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The thing is, no matter how much we don’t want life to be the way it is right 
now…it is.  
 
And I’m in no way saying God was responsible for this, any more than God 
was responsible for what happened to Jesus. 
 
No…this situation we find ourselves in right now is biological and virological 
and God is in it with us…not doing it to us…and so prayer is one 
thing…one thing that we can do.  
 
It is a way of opening us up to being in communion with the Holy right 
now…and instead of saying “God take this cup, make this stop”, we might 
say, “God, I know I’m not alone. I know you’re in this with me. And I’m in it 
with you, too.”  
 
There is comfort in that, perhaps. There is comfort in knowing that in 
whatever we are experiencing in this life right now…this very moment…we 
are being accompanied by God. We are not alone, ever. We live in God’s 
world…God who has created and is creating and we have joined with God 
in that ongoing creating of this world just by being here. We are in it 
together…and God’s got us. 
 
We are physically distancing ourselves right now to collectively help 
minimize the trajectory of this terrible virus…but we are not distancing 
ourselves from each other…or from God. Quite the opposite in many 
cases…although we have had to change the way we do things….we are 
still connected and learning new and creative ways to connect all the 
time….to one another and to the Holy, who has been right here with us all 
along, even if we were too busy to notice. Having you join us from 
wherever you are right now…near or far..is rather amazing, actually, and so 
we are connected even as we are not all together in one room.  
 
And so we have come through Lent. And now we stand on the edge of Holy 
Week…this coming week commemorates the last week in the life of Jesus 
on earth. It’s the most important week of the Christian calendar, and it's a 
rich story-filled week full of emotion and action and uncertainty and upside 
down situations.  
 
And it’s kind of perfect in a way to be entering into this ancient and timeless 
story…as we find ourselves in our own very strange story we are living right 
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now….with all it’s ups and downs and emotion and action. We might relate 
in some ways to this Holy Week more deeply than maybe we have in other 
years….I don’t know….only you will…but my hope for you is that you will. 
 
Friends, when the news and the fear and the doubt and the boredom and 
the uncertainty get to be too much… 
 
…I invite you to do what Jesus did in our text….and take a pause…find a 
garden or a quiet corner in your home to retreat to for a few moments…to 
breathe…and to just pray. Pray in whatever way you need to in that 
moment…for others yes…and most especially for yourself… 
 
…knowing that when you do this, whenever you do this…you are wrapped 
in a Love that knows no bounds…and you are held as tenderly as you have 
always been, by the very One who breathed you into being. 
 
May it be so. 
 
Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer  

The vitality of God be mine this day 
the vitality of the God of life. 
The passion of Christ be mine this day 
the passion of the Christ of love.  
The wakefulness of the Spirit be mine this day 
the wakefulness of the Spirit of justice.  
The vitality and passion and wakefulness of God be mine 
that I may be fully alive this day 
the vitality and passion and wakefulness of God 
that I may be fully alive.    (Celtic Benediction by J Philip Newell) 
 


