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Living into new ways of being Church
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; for you are with me. – P SALM 23

BY TH E REV. M ELAN IE S. D ON AH OE
The com forting w ord s of Psalm 23 have taken on new
m eaning as together w e have w alked through the “valley
of the shad ow of death” created by the w orld w ide
COVID-19 pand em ic.
It has not been an easy tim e, yet God ’s “good ness and m ercy” have
been abund antly reflected as God ’s people have faithfully cared for
strangers and for one another.
You have reached out to help bear the pain of those w ho have lost
loved ones. Through simple acts of kind ness — picking up groceries
for eld erly neighbors, regularly calling those w ho live alone in fearful
isolation, sew ing m asks, serving in food pantries — God ’s H oly Spirit
has inspired you to be Christ’s d aily loving, healing presence in the
w orld . Our physical church d oors m ay have necessarily been
shuttered , but “the Church” has never been closed .
And God has never been absent. God has shepherd ed us, lead ing and
guid ing us along us pathw ays w e could not have im agined a year
ago. Perhaps it is in the hard est tim es w hen w e most clearly recognize
how God continues, alw ays, alw ays to sustain us.

For reflection
• How have you felt God’s
sustaining presence during
these past months?
• How has God revived your
soul?

• How is God calling you to
Even w hen w e could not gather together for H oly Com m union, God
lend comfort to others?
continued to feed us — w ith God ’s H oly Word , w ith live-streamed services and “virtual” coffee
hours.

And now as som e of us slow ly, carefully begin to gather again insid e our churches, w e w ill learn new
w ays of includ ing those w ho still need to “shelter in place” — and innovative w ays of w elcoming
those w ho have never been “insid e’ our church build ings, but joyfully discovered Church on the
internet in a tim e of pand em ic.
As w e live into new , exciting (yes, exciting!) w ays of being Church, God w ill continue to reveal
opportunities for us to w elcom e everyone so that, together, w e m ay “dw ell in the house of the Lord
our w hole lives long.”
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