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The Supremacy of Christ: Pray for Success 
Colossians 4:2-6 

April 26, 2015 
Dan Hoffman 

 
~Evangelistic success depends on tactical prayer and sweat in the 

trenches~ 
 

This morning is the final installment in our series through Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians.  And it ends with a tactical bang. 
 
But before we get there let’s do a quick re-cap on where we have come.  While 
Paul didn’t plant the church in Colossae, he cared a lot about it.  And so when he 
heard they were experiencing trouble from outside and within he wrote this letter 
to confront the oppression and encourage the saints. 
 
The pressure the Colossians were facing was to embrace truths from all sorts of 
different religious perspectives – interestingly something the church is still facing 
today. 
 
But Paul argues since Jesus is supreme over everything in creation and over all 
religious truth, Jesus plus anything else is less than Jesus by Himself.  
Introducing the best ideas from other religions doesn’t increase the truth in 
Christianity, it decreases it.  Who can add anything to God? 
… 
Then some of the Colossian Christians had begun to shift their gaze from Christ 
and started to get hung up on the horizontal issues of church life.  And Paul says 
when this happens, good people become unintentional enemies of Christ and His 
bride. 
 
And so in response Paul encourages us to keep setting our minds on the things 
above.  We can’t forget that church is about the increase of Christ’s glory and the 
expanse of His kingdom.  It isn’t about the issues that we normally get so excited 
about (for example how the music gets played or how order is maintained).  
Instead we need to keep our focus on the vertical by continually putting to death 
the attributes of our old selfish nature, and instead clothing ourselves in Christ’s 
attributes: His compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.   
 
So let me ask you “are you in the practice of clothing yourself in Christ’s hand-
me-downs?”  It is only when we are that we function healthily as His church. 
… 
Alright, now up until today’s text Colossians has focused mostly on what happens 
in the church as a body.  But as he concludes Paul shifts outward.  And so the 
big idea today is that: Evangelistic success depends on tactical prayer and 
sweat in the trenches. 
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If you haven’t already please open your Bibles to Colossians chapter 4.  You will 
find this on page 835 if you are using a pew Bible.  And as you turn there would 
you pray with me? 
 
[Pray] 
 
Evangelistic success depends on tactical prayer and sweat in the trenches. 
 
Now today’s text can be divided into two sections.  The first section, verses 2-4, 
deals with how God grows His kingdom and how we join Him in that through 
prayer.  Ultimately God is the warrior because He is the one who opens doors for 
sinners to receive His grace.  Amen?   
 
But He gifts us and uses us to bring this about.  We are His soldiers, and God 
gives us each different roles to play in His army.  Some are trench warriors, and 
others are Special Forces, but the one role we all have in common is the call to 
pray for God to work because He’s the one who makes it happen.  Se we are all 
called to pray 
 
Then in verses 5 and 6 we get part two.  While God is the ultimate warrior we 
can’t sit back and let Him fight, we have to sweat in the trenches. 
  
So look with me at verse 2. 
 
[Read Colossians 4:2] 
 
Evangelistic success depends on tactical prayer… 
 
Often when it comes to prayer we in North America have a fairly domestic view of 
it.  Our prayer lives are more like a speed dial connection to Dominoes Pizza 
than a life line between soldiers and their commander. 
 
Here’s what I mean: We tend to pray mostly about increasing our comfort or the 
comfort of those we love.  We pray God please help me get the job I want.  Or 
please help Aunt Ruth get better.  Or thank you for giving me a nice day. 
 
Now none of these prayers are bad, but they are domestic.  They are all about us 
not about the battle we are called to be in or the thing God cares most about, the 
increase of His glory and the expanse of His kingdom.   
 
And so it’s not surprising Paul describes a very different kind of prayer.  He starts 
with the words “devote yourselves” to prayer, or “persevere in prayer.”  Now 
there is no need to do this is you are praying about domestic non-eternal-life 
threatening issues.  And so when Paul says devote yourselves it is obvious he is 
referring not to domestic prayer, but wartime prayer. 
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Paul says make prayer what you are about.  Make connecting with God about 
His plans to take the community around you for His own, the thing that defines 
you as a person.  
 
The point is prayer isn’t an optional luxury like pizza, if you want to be a Christian 
prayer is the only way you can participate with what God cares most about and is 
working on. 
  
And Paul gives us three ways we can do this. 
 
First he says we need to pray “being watchful.”  Again this is military language.  
We have an enemy who wants to destroy our communication with God.  He 
wants nothing better than to tie you up praying about stuff that doesn’t matter so 
that you are totally out of touch with what God is doing here.  He knows that even 
a hundred soldiers, pinned down out of communication from HQ are harmless.  
And that’s what he wants. 
 
And Jesus warns us not to get sidetracked all the time.  In Mark 13 for example 
He says: 

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know 
when that time will come…  If He comes suddenly, do not let Him find you 
sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” (Mark 13:32-37) 

 
Now often people get really excited about the signs of the end of the world, and 
there are whole books written about them.  But that is exactly what Jesus says to 
avoid for two reasons.  First, no one is going to miss Jesus’ return – it’s going to 
be obvious!  And second, Jesus doesn’t even know when it is going to happen, 
so do you think you are going to be able to figure it out?  No!  So Jesus’ point is 
don’t waste your time watching the signs, instead watch yourself to make sure 
you are living your life in a way that brings God glory.  That’s what matters. 
 
And in today’s text Paul says pray watchfully; pray believing Jesus could return at 
any moment, and so pray focused, not on your domestic desires, but on His 
wartime agenda.  Devote yourself to that. 
 
Second, pray thankfully. 
 
While there is a war raging, as Christians we are on the winning side – amen?  
And an attitude of thankfulness is the evidence we know what side we are on.   
 
Actually thankfulness and faith are intimately tied together.  You can’t have faith 
and not be thankful – you can’t be a God follower and not be thankful. 
 
King David knew this.  And throughout the Psalms he ties thankfulness to faith all 
the time.  For example in Psalm 50 God speaks to His people saying: 
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Listen, my people, and I will speak… 

    I am God, your God…. 

I have no need of a bull from your stall 

    or of goats from your pens, 

for every animal of the forest is Mine, 

    and the cattle on a thousand hills. 

I know every bird in the mountains, 

    and the insects in the fields are mine. 

If I were hungry I would not tell you, 

    for the world is mine, and all that is in it. 

Do I eat the flesh of bulls 

    or drink the blood of goats? (Psalm 50:7-13) 

 
So God isn’t really impressed by our sacrifices because really we don’t have 
anything He needs.  So what does He want?  The Psalm ends with David telling 
us.  He writes: 

Sacrifice thank offerings to God, 

    fulfill your vows to the Most High, 

and call on Me in the day of trouble; 

    I will deliver you, and you will honor Me. (Psalm 50:14-15) 
 
The sacrifice that God wants from us is a thank offering.  He wants us to come to 
Him because He is God, and then thankfully acknowledge that every good thing 
comes from Him.1   
 
So what is a thank offering?  A thank offering is the words we express and the 
way we live when we have eyes to see God working.   
… 
Friends you can’t be thankful if you don’t see God at work in your life, but when 
you have eyes of faith to see Him, that is when thanksgiving springs up.  Often 
the prayer “thank you for the food” has no meaning, but this is why we say this.  
We are saying “God I see you at work providing for me.”  And that is the sacrifice 
God wants from us.  Eyes that acknowledge He is at work.   
 
So devote yourself to non-domestic, wartime prayer.  Pray for what God cares 
about.  And pray full of thanks for what you see Him doing.  This is what God 
wants. 
… 

                                            
1
 James 1:17 
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Then in verses 3 and 4 Paul shifts from how we should pray to who we should 
pray for.  He says: 
 
[Read Colossians 4:3-4] 
 
Evangelistic success depends on tactical prayer… 
 
Here Paul requests prayer for God’s special forces – church leaders.  Paul says 
“Pray for us, we need it because our gifts mean we are going to face serious 
opposition.  In Ephesians Paul outlines who these special forces are saying: 

Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip His people for 

works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

(Ephesians 4:11-12) 
 
And Paul says all Christians should pray for these special forces that God has 
called to build up His bride.  So pray for your leaders.  Pray for me.  And pray for 
your deacons who have dedicated their lives to leading you. 
… 
And Paul tells us what we should pray.  Pray “that God may open a door for our 
message.” 
… 
Now if you have been in church long you have probably heard people pray for 
God to open a door before.  But what Paul actually means here is seldom the 
way we use these words. 
 
Remember Paul is in chains as he writes this.  He was literally watched by a 
guard 24 hours a day and it was only a matter of time before he was executed.2  
And yet the prayer that Paul asks for here is not for his comfort.  He doesn’t say 
“please pray for an open door for my release.”  He doesn’t say “please pray for 
my health or my prosperity.”  He doesn’t even pray for an open door to be 
allowed to go out and spread the Gospel.  Paul knows that even while he is one 
of God’s special forces he isn’t essential to God’s mission. 
 
So what he prays for is that God will open a door for his message or literally the 
logos – the Word.  Paul knows that ultimately God is the one who causes His 
kingdom to expand; and God is passionate about this.  And so this is what Paul 
is passionate about and what we should passionately pray for. 
 
So when you pray for me and the church call in an air strike.  Pray that God will 
blow the doors open and allow the message of the Gospel to get out there 
around the world but especially in Prince George.  Paul says don’t pray that I will 
be free, so don’t pray that your leaders will be free from opposition – that’s not 
going to happen – but pray that God’s Gospel will be free! 

                                            
2
 Acts 28:16 
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… 
Friends, Fort George is known as a church of prayer, but that’s not enough.  
While God loves your aunt Ruth, and wants you to have a good job really what 
He wants most is for His Gospel to penetrate the city of Prince George.  So we 
must be a church that dedicates ourselves to what God wants.   
… 
And then Paul asks that as this open door presents itself, he and other special 
forces would be capable of proclaiming the mystery of Christ with clarity.  Paul’s 
concern is that God’s mystery will be clear. 
  
Now we know from earlier in Colossians that the mystery Paul is talking about is 
that God has moved.  He no longer lives in the Temple, and He certainly doesn’t 
live in the church building.  The mystery of Christ is that He lives in His people.  
Paul said: 

God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious 
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

(Colossians 1:27) 
 
And this isn’t a mystery because it is confusing or obscure like a tricky riddle.  It 
is a mystery because there is no way we could have ever seen this coming if 
God hadn’t revealed it.   
 
Friends the mystery of the Gospel is that God became a man and lived among 
us.  And He did this in spite of the fact we weren’t a hospitable group.  The Bible 
says we were sinners when Christ moved into the neighbourhood.  And then 
God, in the person of Jesus, died for us sinners.  We could never make this up!  
 
And then the mystery of the Gospel is that Jesus didn’t stay dead but He actually 
defeated death by rising again.  And because He did, we can rise again too.  His 
resurrection can be our story.   
 
And ultimately the mystery of the Gospel is that when this happens Jesus comes 
to live in us.   And as God’s new home – His Temple – the world around us will 
glorify Him when it sees us.  Friends we couldn’t make this up.  This is God’s 
mystery.  And evangelism is about making this clear. 
 
Now how do we do that? 
 
Friends you can’t argue people into the kingdom of God.  Nobody becomes a 
Christian because you convinced them they are wrong and you are right.  People 
become Christians when Jesus invades their lives as they meet Him in you.  At 
that moment the mystery of the Gospel connects with where they find 
themselves.  And God is the one who makes this happen.  So Paul says pray for 
that.  Pray that the mystery of Christ will be made clear.  Pray because 
Evangelistic success depends on tactical prayer.   
… 
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And this brings us to the second part of our text where Paul shifts to look at our 
direct involvement in the expanse of God’s kingdom.  Evangelistic success 
depends on tactical prayer and sweat in the trenches. 
 
Look at verse 5. 
 
[Read Colossians 4:5-6] 
 
One of the questions lots of us have when it comes to our non-believing friends 
or family is “how am I supposed to relate to them?”   
 
And in these verses Paul answers this.  He says “we live making the most of 
every opportunity”, we “seize the moment.” 
 
Now in the Greek this is a really interesting word picture.  It literally reads 
“redeem the time” or “buy up all the time.”  And Paul uses a special word for 
“time” here.  Usually the Greek word for time is kronos which refers to the 
minutes ticking by, but here Paul says redeem the kairon time, which describes 
not just all time, but a specifically crafted moment. 
  
And these moments are what you could call “divine appointments.”  So when you 
are with your non-Christian friends or family God is actually orchestrating a series 
of never-repeatable opportunities for His Gospel to break into their life.  Every 
moment has been uniquely crafted.  And Paul says we need to buy up all these 
opportunities.   
 
So what does that look like?  Paul says there are three ways we do this: 
 
First he says “be wise - in the way you act towards outsiders.”  Wisdom is the 
application of knowledge in order to bring about a desired result.  And the desired 
result is the winning of souls for God’s kingdom.  So elsewhere Paul says: 

I have become all things to all people so that by all possible 
means I might save some. (1 Corinthians 9:22) 

 
That means wisdom in winning souls is about knowing how to relate in every 
different situation in order to bring about salvation. 
… 
Now… that’s easy to say, but hard to do right?  I mean who has that kind of 
wisdom?...  Well at first nobody, but all Christians have the potential.  The 
Apostle James writes: 

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 

(James 1:5) 
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So right now think about a relationship you have with a non-believer.  And pray 
“Jesus help me buy up all the divine appointments you bring my way.  And 
please give me wisdom so that I will know how to do that.”   
 
If you pray this God will answer and He will use your sweat in the trenches to 
expand His kingdom. 
  
Second, Paul says “Let your conversation be full of grace, seasoned with salt.”   
… 
Francis of Assisi is famous for saying “Preach the Gospel, and when necessary 
use words.”  And there is truth to this, but it is a mistake to think that we can be 
nice and somehow that will win people to Jesus.  That’s a mistake because there 
are lots of nice people in the world who hate Jesus. 
  
So here Paul specifically talks about our evangelistic conversations – and that 
means you have to use words when spreading the Gospel – nice actions are not 
enough.  And Paul says season your conversations with salt. 
 
I take this to mean make your presentation of the Gospel tasty.  When those 
divine appointments present themselves do everything in your ability to present 
Christ in a way that people will want to grab hold of.   
 
So what does this look like? 
 
Well, the saltiest presentations of the Gospel I have ever heard have come from 
people who are obviously living in the power of Jesus.  They are people who 
have stories of God working in their lives and they are excited about what He is 
doing.  And when I hear these stories it makes me want what they have.  And 
probably you’ve met people with these kind of testimonies. 
 
But the lie here is that only special Christians have these testimonies.  In reality 
every Christian has seen God move or else they wouldn’t be a Christian, but we 
can lose sight of this and when we do we lose our ability to season our testimony 
with salt.   
 … 
So let me ask you, how has God worked in your life over the last week or two?  
Now this is an intimidating question for may of us because we aren’t used to 
thinking this way - but we should.  If you can’t think of an example I would 
suggest it isn’t because God isn’t working – we know that isn’t true – it’s because 
you aren’t seeing. 
 
So how do we see? 
 
Here’s what I do.  I’ve started praying “God give me eyes to see you moving” and 
then I’ve started journaling about what He does.  It has been really encouraging.  
Since I started this my focus has shifted to what God is doing and I’ve been 
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amazed that God is sticking His fingers into my life to bring about an increase to 
His kingdom.  It’s not that God just started working; it’s that I’m seeing it!   
 
And when you have seen God moving you have the ability to witness not just by 
sharing the 4 spiritual laws – which isn’t very salty at all, but by saying God is at 
work in my life, and He wants to be active in yours as well. 
 
So season your conversation with salt by filling them with stories of God at work 
in your life. 
… 
The third way Paul says we can buy up all the divine appointments God throws at 
us is by making our presentation of the Gospel personal.  Paul ends saying “so 
that you may know how to answer everyone.”   
 
Really every evangelistic situation is a little different.  That’s why we need 
wisdom.  So don’t look for a cookie-cutter way to share the Gospel.  Instead start 
getting to know your neighbours.  Fire up your BBQ and invite them over.  And 
pray “Jesus give me the wisdom to make the mystery of Your Gospel clear.” 
 … 
Friends, Christ is supreme, and His Gospel is the message of life our city 
desperately needs.  And God has gone to war to get this message out.  Now the 
crazy part in this is that He has elected to put us on the front line in the skirmish 
for Prince George.  Of all the billions of people on earth, God chose to put you 
here.  That’s not an accident.  God built you for this moment.  So dedicate 
yourself to wartime prayer – that’s where your power comes from.  And make the 
choice to buy up every divine appointment God gives you to make the mystery of 
His Gospel clear. 
 
Evangelistic success depends on tactical prayer and sweat in the trenches.   


