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I’m no astrophysicist, but I love reading about space.  And so whenever there is an 
article in the news or some new discovery published from Hubble I’m always interested.  
And one topic that comes up over and over again in this field is the fact that we live in a 
universe that is winding down.   
 
One way this is happening is through expansion.  So, within our parsec, which is 3.26 
lightyears in every direction, the universe is expanding at a rate of roughly 72km/second 
– which is quite fast.  But really that’s nothing.  When we look into the most distant 
areas of space astrophysicists have found that there are whole galaxies that are 
traveling away from us at faster than the speed of light – that’s 299,000 km/second.  Of 
course we will never see any of the light these galaxies are giving off, but we are able to 
see light they emitted when they were a lot closer.  The universe is expanding.   
 
The universe is also losing weight.  In fact so is our sun.  Every second the sun converts 
564 million tons of hydrogen into 560 million tons of helium with a net loss of 4.3 million 
tons which turns into energy – the sun loses 4.3 million tons of mass a second!1    
 
All this to say that the universe is winding down.  And of course each of us are winding 
down as well.  The end is in sight.   
 
Now I’m not just attempting to be morbid here for kicks.  We are nearing the end of our 
series through Peter’s second letter.  It’s a letter he wrote at the end of his life – he’s 
around 70 years old when he writes this.  And he knows he’s going to die, and it’s not 
going to be natural.   
 
History tells us that Peter was crucified for his faith in Jesus.  But as his captors 
prepared to do this he tells them “I’m not worthy to die in the same way as my Lord, so 
crucify me upside-down instead.”  And they do.  That was not a fun day! 
 
So Peter knows his time is winding down.  And as is common when you start thinking 
seriously about death, you start thinking seriously about the life you have left.  And so 
Peter is thinking about the most important message he wants to leave behind.  And he 
concludes that the best thing he can do is get people to make sure they are saved.  But 
here’s the crazy part: Peter’s message is for church folk not atheists.   
… 
Okay, grab your Bible and open up to 2nd Peter 3 starting in verse 10.  We are close to 
the end and Peter just has a few more things to say.   
 
 

 
1 https://www.live-counter.com/sun/ (Accessed August 22, 2019) 
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So last week Peter was warning us about people who deny Jesus is coming back.  After 
all it’s been a long time, and everything just keeps happening the way it has always 
been happening.  And all this seems scientific until you realize that many of these 
people are trying desperately not to believe in God because they want to live their lives 
in the dark.  And so Peter says they “deliberately forget about God’s involvement in their 
lives and the world.  If you missed that sermon you can get it online. 
 
Now in today’s passage Peter has these people in mind as he presents a very one-
sided view of the Day of the Lord.  Let me read verse 10 for you. 
 
[Read 2 Peter 3:10] 
 
Now this is a pretty brief description of Jesus’ return – it’s one sided.  And what I mean 
by that is that Peter’s description is aimed at dealing with the problem he has been 
talking about. 
 
So the scenario is there are people like us in church, and we love Jesus, but we are 
swimming around in a world that is very anti-Christ and some of that slips in here as 
well.  And Peter says the two big ways this happens is with relaxing our views on sexual 
holiness and not living like eternity is a reality.  And both of these errors are tied to 
loving the world more than we love Jesus. 
 
So people are saying “Just enjoy now.  Stop worrying about holiness.  You only live 
once, so get all the sex you can get and get all the money and fame like Balaam – he 
probably had a huge subscriber list on YouTube.  This is where real life is. 
 
But Peter says: “The world you love is winding down, so if you are betting on this horse, 
you’re going to lose.”  If you aim to arrive in life by getting rich or getting girls or getting 
praise you might get it, but it’s all going to disappear with a roar.   
… 
Now get this, all of the things Peter talks about here are not wrong in and of themselves.  
Sex is a good gift and money is something we all need and there is nothing wrong with 
running a thriving YouTube channel.  But if this is what’s most important to you; if your 
goal is getting more money, more sex, or more affirmation then Peter says, you are 
betting on the wrong horse.  You’re investing in the wrong assets.  These things are 
going to burn, and it’s going to happen without warning. 
 
So Peter says the Day of the Lord is going to come about like a thief.  Peter says Jesus 
is like a burglar.   
 
So a few years back Nikki and I were out of town for a couple days and we had a young 
girl living in our basement paying room and board.  And one night she went out and left 
the door unlocked – she might have left it open.   
 
And when we got home in the morning our dresser draws were all pulled out and 
someone had rifled through all our stuff – it was a terrible feeling.   
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The hilarious part was the guy didn’t take anything from us because we didn’t have 
anything he wanted – I thought “Man, that’s awesome, we don’t even need to lock our 
doors.”  But the reality is if we had known that thug was coming we would have made 
sure that door got locked.   
 
Peter says Jesus is like this.  He’s going to show up unexpected.  So in Matthew 24 He 
tells us: 

“So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your 

Lord is coming. Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a 

burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not permit his house to 
be broken into. You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of 

Man will come when least expected.” (Matthew 24:42-44) 
 
So Jesus isn’t coming for your TV, but He is coming when you least expect it.   
… 
Now there are two sides to this.  Some people get really excited about watching the 
signs of the times.  What’s going on in the Middle East.  Who is in power and who is 
fighting who.  And they are constantly talking about how “the end is coming soon.” 
 
Now this is fine up to a point.  If this results in holy living that is one thing, but often 
these people are more passionate about figuring out when this is going to happen than 
they are about Jesus.  Ever bump into someone like that?  An end times nut.   
 
That’s not okay.  Jesus says: “you aren’t going to know when I’m coming so live ready 
all the time.”  That’s His point.  And Peter says it’s going to be sudden and unexpected.  
And it’s going to be destructive like fire.   
… 
Hold on.  Fire?  Really?  Are we really still on about the whole fire and brimstone thing? 
… 
Well, Peter’s not suffering indigestion here.  He didn’t eat a bunch of hot wings before 
bed and dream of burning sulphur all night.  His picture of fire comes from the Old 
Testament.  So Isaiah describes the Day of the Lord saying: 

 
See, the LORD is coming with fire… 

He will bring punishment with the fury of His anger 

    and the flaming fire of His hot rebuke. 
The LORD will punish the world by fire… 

    and many will be killed by Him. (Isaiah 66:15-16) 
 
And it’s not just Isaiah. We get the same thing in Micah and Malachi and all over the 
place.  A day is coming when the wicked are going to be burnt up.  It’s a violent picture 
of destruction.  
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Now we need to get our heads around this.  “Really?  What’s God’s problem?  Like we 
don’t need a big angry God like that?  This is one of the reasons people have thrown 
God off.  He’s a vengeful bully!  Who burns people to teach them a lesson?  I don’t want 
anything to do with a God like that! 
… 
Have you ever been embarrassed by the Bible?  Have you ever wondered whether the 
God of the Old Testament wasn’t a little over the top?   I mean what’s with all those 
plagues and punishments and genocides?  What kind of God does that? 
… 
If you haven’t wondered this you probably haven’t read the Bible.  But if you have you 
aren’t alone.  But there are two mistakes with this thinking.   
 
The first mistake is that this isn’t just an Old Testament thing.  Peter’s talking about it 
and this is the New Testament.  And Peter’s primary source is Jesus.  Jesus, the God of 
love says fire is coming and all sorts of other terrible stuff.  Just below His words about 
the burglar Jesus says the Master is going to return unannounced and any of His 
servants – that’s people in the church – that He finds who aren’t working for His glory 
are going to be “cut into pieces and assigned places with the hypocrites where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Jesus says that.  So God’s coming judgment isn’t 
an Old Testament thing.  It is a Bible thing.   
 
But second, the main repulsion we have with this comes from our conviction that what 
God says He is going to do is unjust.  It doesn’t seem fair that upstanding citizens could 
deserve this kind of angry response from our Creator.  I’m talking about innocent 
children and old ladies who make freezer jam and the rest of us in between.  Surely we 
don’t deserve this! 
… 
You see nobody complains when terrorists get multiple life sentences for their crimes.  
We just don’t think we deserve that. 
 
But our conviction here runs contrary to the foundational premise of Christianity.  The 
Bible says there aren’t two kinds of people on earth.  One kind who randomly shoot 
young couples on their way to Alaska and then run off across the country and the rest of 
us.  No!  The scripture says all of us are rebellious sinners who have thrown off God’s 
rule in favor of being our own gods.  And so it’s justice for all of us to face punishment.   
 
Now nobody likes being punished.  So the Christchurch terrorist who killed 50 people a 
few months back is in a remote prison in New Zealand and he recently complained to 
the justice department that he isn’t being allowed visitors or phone calls.  He thinks his 
rights are being withheld!   
 
But it’s not just terrorists who don’t like punishment.  I often have talks like this with the 
little sinners who live in my house all the time: “So, you just bit your brother and then 
stole his toy while he was crying on the floor, what do you think should happen now?”  
And they respond: “How about give me another chance to play nice?”  Sinners are 
rarely in favor of getting what they deserve. 
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So Christianity has never been about God being fair – we don’t want fair, we want 
grace.  And grace is when sinners like us get something we don’t deserve.  We aren’t 
good, but Jesus takes the punishment we deserve and unfairly clothes us in His 
righteousness.  If you are a Jesus follower you are someone who deserves hell but has 
been unfairly forgiven. 
… 
And yet one of the common complaints against Christians is that we are judgmental – 
we think we’re better than them.  And here’s something that does happen to us: 
 
When we encounter Christ He really does start doing something in us, and we start 
changing.  And life gets better because we start living our lives in line with what He 
wants for us.  And it is so easy to start looking down our noses at the people around us 
who aren’t there yet.  But that’s like being 21 days sober in AA and looking down your 
nose at the person who just walks in – what a wreck she is.  She’s not like me. 
 
But we are all in AA.  We aren’t better; we are just forgiven.  And now we are seeking to 
live holy lives because Jesus who gave us this incredible gift is coming back.  Look at 
verse 11: 
 
[Read 2 Peter 3:11-14] 
 
Peter says everything is winding down and this should change the way we live.  Now 
there are two angles to unpacking this.   
… 
The first is the negative side – and I think this is more obvious.  Obviously nobody wants 
to burn, so we should seek to live holy and godly lives.  Now Peter is talking to people 
who have encountered God’s grace, so he isn’t saying “earn your salvation.”  That’s 
impossible.  But he is saying “make every effort to confirm your calling.”  Saved people 
don’t keep living for themselves.  Saved people give themselves to living for Jesus.  And 
this is the evidence that they are saved.  So this is the first way to understand what 
Peter’s saying here.  This world is going to burn.  So live right so something bad doesn’t 
happen to you.  
 
But there’s a positive side to this as well.  It is about something good you can get.  So 
we all want good things for ourselves.  And our world tells us what those are.  So the 
most valuable people are the rich, the famous and the powerful.  And we desires as 
much of these things for ourselves as possible.  We want the biggest house, the fastest 
car the hottest spouse, the highest salary.  Our world is all about clambering for these 
things.  But Peter says all this will be destroyed.  So why not try to get something 
better? 
… 
Now hear this, the goal of Christianity is not to kill your desire for the best life you can 
possibly get.  It isn’t wrong to want good things for yourself.  But the mistake is to want 
the wrong good things.  So Jesus says: 
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“Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and 
rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal.  Store your 

treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and 
thieves do not break in and steal.  Wherever your treasure is, there 

the desires of your heart will also be.” (Matthew 6:19-21)  
 
Jesus says “get the best treasure!”  Set your mind on something that won’t burn.  And 
Peter tells us what this is.  He says “yes, fire is going to destroy, but – in verse 13 – 
there is something new coming.”  And what’s coming is a new heaven and a new earth.  
Now what’s this? 
 
Well he’s talking about the place Jesus told us He is going to prepare for us.  But here 
the word “new” is a very important.  Most of the times the word “new” appears it is the 
Greek word “neos” which means new in time.  There is an old one and then after that 
there is a new one.  But the word used here is “kainos” which means a new kind. 
 
In other words, while fire is going to destroy the earth it isn’t annihilation that is the 
emphasis.  God isn’t going to make this world go away and then make a new one.  
What He is doing is making this one into a different kind of world than what we are 
currently experiencing.   
 
So we are getting new bodies, but I’m not throwing off my old body and then getting a 
new one.  I don’t get to come back as Will Smith as great as that would be.  I’m still 
going to be me but my body is going to be new.  It’s going to be a different kind of body 
that doesn’t get sick or old.  It’s going to be better.  It’s going to be the way God 
intended it to be in the beginning. 
 
And it’s not just us that are being made into something better, it’s the whole universe.  
You see when sin entered our reality it didn’t just affect us, it affected everything.  Our 
universe began winding down.  So Paul says: 

For… creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption 
into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that 

the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together 

until now. (Romans 8:19-22) 
 
So it isn’t just us that are going to be transformed.  All of creation is waiting to be 
transformed into what we were created to be in the beginning.  And it’s going to be 
awesome! 
 
In the beginning God created an amazing garden and put humanity in it to keep it and 
enjoy it.  Everything we needed was there and best of all God walked with us in the cool 
of the day. 
 
But everything wasn’t good enough for us, and so we threw it off to rule our own lives 
and so God kicked us out of His garden.  But He didn’t abandon us.   
 



7 
 

While we continued to run our own way and reject His ideas for our lives He set a totally 
unexpected plan in motion to do something completely new.  He entered our sin broken 
world, not to judge but to forgive.  He came not as punisher but as redeemer.  And He 
lived the life we were supposed to live and died the death we deserved in order to beat 
justice on our behalf.   
 
And then He left, but again He didn’t abandon us.  He gave us His Spirit which 
empowers and enables and has begun transforming us into something new right now.  
And it’s awesome!  Life now is awesome when we start living it the way we were 
created to live.   
 
Some people think Christianity is about sacrificing what you want in order to live like 
God demands.  So give up your dreams to be rich and give up your desire for influence 
and your hunger to be loved.  People think God wants us to be holy and miserable. 
 
But that’s the devil’s lie.  God has always wanted us to be holy and happy.  Adam and 
Eve didn’t end up with more when they bought into tasting temptation.  They ended up 
with less.  And that’s always what happens – when we buy the lie we get less.  But that 
doesn’t have to be your experience. 
 
We can live in holy happiness now as we make every effort to align ourselves with the 
way we were designed.  We can be at peace with God now!  And this results in the 
most incredible blessing – God walks with us in the cool of the day. 
… 
Friends, real life isn’t more sex and money and power than you have right now.  Real 
life is getting to see God and participate with what He’s up to.  And if we will make every 
effort to live like this now then we will taste this now and experience it in fullness when 
Christ returns.  Friends He is making everything new like it was meant to be in the 
beginning.  And He wants you to enjoy it now and forever. 
 


