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In the early 1700’s a wealthy German nobleman named Count Nicolaus von 
Zinzendorf began to hear God calling him to take care of persecuted Christians 
throughout Europe.  Through his connections he sent out invitations for people to 
come and live on his estate and around 300 Christian refugees responded. 
 
Most of them were Moravians from a Brethren background, but all of them were 
Christians living together, pooling their resources and looking after each other’s 
needs. 
 
In a Christian community so similar to the early church you might think things 
were ideal, but while everything began alright a few years into the project 
Zinzendorf became greatly troubled by the apathetic complacency that was 
settling over his community.  The people didn’t look any different than those living 
around them.  They were bickering, selfishness was apparent and pride was 
becoming dominant in spite of the fact they were an entirely “Christian” 
community. 
 
Zinzendorf was heartbroken and organized a prayer meeting with a few of the 
town leaders and they began to passionately plead that God would show His 
power among them.  The work God was doing in Zinzendorf was contagious and 
these prayer meetings began to grow in frequency and numbers as God began 
to draw the town back to Himself. 
 
Then in August of 1727, while leading his people in the Lord’s Supper, God’s 
presence thickly filled the room in such a remarkable way that everyone was 
aware something was happening.  After the fact people described the encounter 
by saying “we weren’t sure if we had gone to heaven or if we were still on earth.”   
 
So profound was their meeting with God that immediately a change was felt in 
their town.  People were overcome with love for God, for each other and for 
those outside their community and they began eagerly working this love out. 
 
They began meeting to study the Word three times a day while still continuing to 
work long hours on their farms.  They set up a 24 hour prayer vigil that lasted 7 
days a week 52 weeks a year and ended up enduring for over 100 years!  Can 
you imagine people praying around the clock for 100 years!1  The people were 
transformed.   
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In the months and years that followed the Lord’s Supper encounter over 200 of 
the town’s people went out as missionaries into the worst situations they could 
find.  Many lost their lives and few returned.  Two in particular sold themselves 
into a lifetime of slavery in order to enter the service of an Atheist who owned a 
cotton plantation in the West Indies.2  They never returned, but today tens-of-
thousands of people owe their faith in Christ to these Moravians.   
   
All of this happened because God came down and made Himself known among 
a group of three hundred refugees. 
 
Are you hungry this morning for God to come down in this kind of way again?  O 
how I desire this.  How we need this!  How we and the people in our city need 
revival.  Amen? 
  
[Let’s Pray] 
 
Today our text comes from Isaiah 64, which Dave read for us – please open 
there with me now.  
 
As we were reminded earlier, today is the first Sunday of Advent – the Sunday of 
Hope.  Advent is a Latin word that means “arrival”.  And in the Christian tradition 
it is a word rich with anticipation.   
 
During Advent we dwell primarily on the words of prophecy in the Bible.  We 
remember the period of prophecy leading up to the first arrival of God’s Son in 
Bethlehem where Jesus came in humble service and sacrifice 2000 years ago.  
And we remember forward through the prophecies that speak of the victorious 
second arrival of this same Son of God who will one day come in triumphant 
glory. 
 
But while in Advent we look both backward in remembrance and forward in 
anticipation we live in the present.  The hope for the present is powered by 
God’s past faithfulness and future promises.  That is what Advent is about. 
 
Look with me at Isaiah 64 verses 1 and 2 
 
[Read Isaiah 64:1-2] 
 
The Hope for the Present 
The first thing we see in this text is Isaiah’s prayer for the present.  When this text 
was written in the early 7th century BC Israel was very deep in its declining years 
of glory.  Hundreds of years earlier King David had led the people into a deep 
relationship with God, but after he died the kings who came later were influenced 
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more and more by their secular neighbours and the people followed them into 
corruption. 
 
During this time Israel was still religious on the outside, partaking in the rituals 
they had been doing for hundreds of years, but their lives didn’t really look any 
different from their idol worshipping neighbours.  Like the Moravians a few years 
after they began. 
 
And at this time God raised up Isaiah the Prophet – a man who longed for his 
nation to re-encounter God and who would speak God’s word to His people. 
 
And so in verse 1 Isaiah starts out “Oh, that You would rend the heavens and 
come down.”  Rip the sky apart, destroy the barriers between us – Isaiah prays.  
Israel is in desperate need of Your presence now! 
 
People are pictured as separated from the presence of God by the curtain of the 
heavens.  Similar to the way the priests couldn’t go into the holy of holies in the 
temple because of the thick curtain that separated them from God’s presence. 
  
And Isaiah cries out “Oh that you would tare this curtain and let people see You.”  
Remove the veil and reveal Your face God.  What a prayer!  Do you pray that for 
yourself and for our community? 
… 
It is important to note that Isaiah prays for God to rend this dividing barrier.  
People can’t do it.  There is no amount of trying, no amount of praying, no 
amount of good behaviour on our end that can break through the curtain – only 
God can do it. 
 
And this is a strong word for good Baptists like us because we can slip into 
thinking God accepts us because of our good behaviour.  A good way to tell if 
this is you is after you sin do you beat yourself up and feel unworthy of going to 
God?  If “yes” then you are attempting to earn God’s acceptance. 
 
In verse 6 Isaiah points out how hopeless this kind of thinking is when he says: 
 

All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; (Isaiah 64:6) 
 
This is a graphic picture.  The filthy rags mentioned here are used menstruation 
cloths – utterly filthy – and yet Isaiah says “we’re not talking about our sinful 
actions here, we are talking about the best things we do – our righteous acts are 
like used tampons before God.”  Imagine holding this kind of offering up to a Holy 
Creator and expecting Him to be pleased with you.  The reality is there is no way 
any of us can earn anything except destruction from God. 
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And that is why the rending of the curtain must originate with God.  Only He can 
break through to us.  On our own we are absolutely stuck, separated from Him, in 
our wretched state.  We can’t go up, only God can come down. 
 
And that is what Isaiah prays for.  “Oh that You would rend the heavens and 
come down today.” 
 
But what would that really look like? 
 
Isaiah goes on.  Look at the second part of verse 1 and two. 
 
[Read Is 64:1b-2]   
 
When God comes down it will result in the powerful vindication of His people 
mountains will tremble and nations will quake as God makes His name known. 
 
What Isaiah asks for here is for God’s glory to be made large.  For too long the 
God of Israel had been mocked by the surrounding people because He didn’t act.  
Like today, the secular people surrounding Israel looked at their claim to worship 
a living God and laughed because there appeared to be no evidence. 
 
Do people in Canada not laugh at the church for the same reason – there 
appears to be no evidence of God’s presence today? 
 
And Isaiah longs for God to vindicate Himself.  Make Yourself known.  Make 
Your presence so obvious that even those without faith will acknowledge Your 
greatness.   
 
And it is with this same hunger that drove Isaiah to pray “Oh that you would rend 
the heavens and come down” that we come before God this Advent season.  
Make things right here in Prince George today.  Bring glory to your name.  Don’t 
let people mock You anymore – Come down and reveal Yourself we pray.  
Amen? 
… 
But Isaiah’s prayer for God to reveal Himself is not just wishful thinking.  Instead 
it is powered by God’s past faithfulness to Himself and His people. 
 
Hope for the present is powered by God’s past faithfulness… 
 
Look with me at verse 3. 
 
[Read Isaiah 64:3] 
 
This verse shifts from the present to the past as Isaiah reminds Himself and God 
that a radical display of His presence would not be uncharacteristic of His nature.  
This is something God has done before. 
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In ways no one could have expected or imagined God had proved His 
supremacy in the past. 
 
Think of how God exalted His name by bringing Israel out of Egypt and 
multiplying them into a great nation.  Bringing them through the Sea on dry land, 
giving the manna in the desert and protecting them from their enemies.  Moses 
writes: 
 

He is your praise; he is your God, who performed for you those 
great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes.  Your 

forefathers who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and 

now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars 
in the sky. (Deut 10:21-22) 

 
Isaiah could hope for God to come down in glory because God had done it 
before.   
 
And it is in this same vein that we approach Advent this year.  We too can pray 
with expectation for God to show Himself here in power because this is not out of 
His character.   
 
God has been in the business of demonstrating His glory and drawing people to 
Himself from the very beginning and He will continue to do till the very end. 
 
The reality is that our God is a faithful God.  He is faithful to Himself and His 
glory, and because He is faithful to Himself He is faithful to us His children as 
well – and this is a great peace to us just as it was to Isaiah. 
 
Verse 4 says: 
 
“Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen 
any God besides You, who acts on behalf of those who wait for Him.” 
 
When it comes to putting our faith in something, YHWH is the only bet worth 
taking.  As Isaiah says there is no other.  But it is the words that come at the end 
of verse four that are the most interesting. 
 
“who acts on behalf of those who wait for Him.” 
 
This too points back to the fact that it is God who must rend the curtain and come 
down – our job is to wait in faith for God, His job is to act. 
 
Friends, be wise with your resources, but don’t worry about the money.  As a 
church we mustn’t worry about what kinds of programs we need to run to bring 
people in.  Our job is to have faith and wait.  God’s job is to act. 



 6 

And this is Isaiah’s point because what he is doing here is making a comparison 
between YHWH and the gods of the nations. 
  
YHWH alone is the one who acts.  All other gods like Bel and Nebo, who were 
gods of Babylon, required the service of their adherents because they couldn’t do 
anything by themselves.  Earlier Isaiah wrote: 
 

Bel bows down, Nebo stoops low; 
    their idols are borne by beasts of burden. 

The images that are carried about are burdensome, 

    a burden for the weary. 
They stoop and bow down together; 

    unable to rescue the burden, 
    they themselves go off into captivity. (Isaiah 46:1-2) 
   
The difference between YHWH and the gods of the nations is that only YHWH 
didn’t need the service of His people.  And this hasn’t changed. 
 
God does not need any service from us.  He does not need your gifts or your 
abilities.  What God wants from us is faith-filled expectation that He will come 
down again.  God is the one who will act – we are called to wait. 
… 
I was 18 and at Missions Fest with 2500 other young people listening to a 
famous missionary make an appeal for us to pledge our lives to the 10/40 
Window in mission.  In spite of being about 65 his passion captivated our young 
minds. 
  
I have no doubt this man loves Jesus, but it wasn’t until years later that I 
recognized a flaw in his appeal.  The goal was equipping 200,000 new 
missionaries to infiltrate the 1040 Window.  If you don’t know the 1040 Window 
where 90% of the world’s unreached people live today.  
 
And the purpose of this movement was to fulfill Jesus’ prophecy and bring about 
the end of the world like He says will happen in Matthew: 

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 

world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
(Matthew 24:14) 

But here is the problem.  The heart of this is noble, but notice that in Jesus’ 
words there is no command – it is simply a statement that Jesus’ Gospel will go 
out into the world before the end will come.   
 
But by making it our plan to send missionaries to bring about the end of the world 
we were attempting to load YHWH onto our ox cart and have Him respond to our 
bidding.  Friends YHWH will not be mastered even by well meaning missionaries. 
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Why is it that this is so hard for us to understand?  Why is it that in the church we 
always want to accomplish something for God?  I think the answer quite simply is 
that while the burden is heavy to carry your god on your shoulders, if you are 
carrying him he always goes where you want him to go. 
 
But our God carries Himself, He will be mastered or manipulated by no one – 
everything He does is in His time and in His way.  And friends really this is the 
way we want it because if you can carry your god on your shoulders he is a puny 
god. 
 
 Now does this mean we should stop thinking about missions or give up any 
good deeds we are involved in?...  Well honestly it depends on the motivation for 
our actions.   
 
If the Moravians had embraced martyrdom, mission, and a hundred year prayer 
vigil in order to impress God they would have accomplished nothing.  But 
because it was out of love for God after He showed Himself to them they 
accomplished much. 
 
It wasn’t about impressing God but being impressed by the God who acts that 
the Moravians did what they did…  Friends our God is the one who has acted in 
the past and that is where we get our hope for the present.  
 
But in Christianity our Hope for the present is also powered by God’s future 
promises. 
 
When Isaiah wrote this he could never have imagined that in Jesus God would 
fulfill his expectation beyond his wildest imagination.  That God Himself would 
take on human flesh, walk among people and through His death would rend the 
infinite barrier that separated sinful humanity from its Creator once for all. 
 
That was the unknown future when Isaiah wrote this.  But it would happen and it 
did. 
 
And we too have a future promise that has been spoken but that we do not fully 
comprehend.  In the New Testament Christ’s Second Advent is mentioned no 
less than 318 times,3 and yet with all those references the details for exactly how 
and when elude us.   
 
Sure we are given lots of clues and signs to watch for, but even so all we know 
for sure is that Jesus will come again, and when He does He will come in glory. 
 

                                            
3
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And we have to be alright with the mystery here because Jesus never gives us 
the command to figure out the cryptic language He uses to speak of His second 
coming.  In fact He tells us: 
 

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father.” (Matthew 24:36) 

 
Instead, the command He gives us is to be prepared and wait in eager 
expectation – exactly the same thing has He gave Isaiah over 700 years earlier 
in the words of verse 4 and 5:  “God acts on behalf of those who wait for Him.  
He meets those who rejoice in doing righteousness and who remember Him in 
their ways.” 
 
Hope for the present is powered by God’s past faithfulness and future 
promises. 
 
And so once again we find ourselves in the Advent season.  A season where our 
faith grows as we remember God’s faithfulness in the past and stretches as we 
anticipate His future promises, our Hope is that even now God will come down 
and make His glory known in the present.   
 
Like the Moravians we too could be changed.  Our lives could be transformed 
such that things we could never imagine doing would seem like happy endeavors 
after encountering the glory of Jesus. 
 
Lord may it be so.  Let’s Pray 
 
Oh that you would rend the Heavens and come down even now Father.  Reveal 
Yourself to us, transform our lives, make Your holy name known in our city.  We 
pray this in eager anticipation and hope knowing that though this is a radical idea 
it is not inconsistent with what You have done in the past nor what You have 
promised for the future.  We pray this in Your name and for Your glory.  Amen. 
 


