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I didn’t grow up with a screen in my home.  That would be weird these days.  But it was 
even pretty weird when I was a kid.  What it meant was I wasn’t part of some of the big 
conversations that rumbled around the playground.   
 
One of those conversations occurred when the actor who played Mr. Hooper on 
Sesame Street died.  And the producers were faced with the difficulty of explaining 
death to millions of 4 and 5-year-olds across North America. 
 
Of course they consulted all the child psychologists.  And they were advised not to say 
“Mr. Hooper got sick and died.”  Because they didn’t want to scare sick kids into thinking 
they were going to die. 
 
They were also advised not say “Mr Hooper got old and died.”  Because, as my children 
will tell you, their dad is pretty old.  And they didn’t want to scare kids into thinking their 
parents were going to die. 
 
And even back in the 80’s Sesame Street was progressive enough to know they weren’t 
going to say anything religious. 
 
So they settled on a few basics and gave the job to Big Bird.  Now I was going to play 
the clip for you – it is on YouTube – but it is from the age prior to HD and it looked so 
bad on my small screen that I couldn’t imagine putting it up here– so you will have to 
visualize a very big yellow pixel talking with a bunch of smaller multi-colored pixels – 
here’s how it went. 
 
Big Bird comes onto the set with a picture of Mr. Hooper that he had drawn and really 
wanted to give to him. 
 
And someone said: “Big Bird, remember, we told you that Mr. Hooper died.” 
 
And Big Bird responded: “Oh yeah, I forgot… Well, I’ll give it to him when he comes 
back.” 
 
Then one of the staff comes up and lovingly puts an arm around Big Bird and says “Big 
Bird, Mr. Hooper isn’t coming back.” 
 
“Why not,” Big Bird asks? 
 
“Big Bird, when people die, they don’t come back.”1 

                                            
1 Sesame Street – Goodbye Mr. Hooper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxlj4Tk83xQ (Accessed April 
18, 2019) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxlj4Tk83xQ
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And of course that is one of the brutal realities we live with.  Everyone dies, and they 
don’t come back.  And if you’ve lost a friend or loved one you know how disconcerting 
that is. 
 
When my friend Nathan dropped dead at 26 I found myself, months later, walking past 
the place Nathan used to always do homework – the room that has become Spencer’s 
office – and looking in, hoping somehow he’d be back.  Death is so weirdly final. 
… 
Alright, go ahead and grab your Bibles and open to Luke 24.  This is the account of 
what happened to the first people who showed up at Jesus’ tomb Sunday morning and 
found it empty.  Let’s pick it up in verse 1. 
 
[Read Luke 24:1-12] 
 
Everyone dies, and pretty much everyone stays that way.2 
 
Now just let me back this up a little for you if you weren’t here last week.  It’s been an 
incredibly stressful week for everyone in this passage.  Jesus, their hero, their mentor 
their leader (not their God, they hadn’t put those pieces together yet), was arrested on 
Thursday night.  He was given a mock trial, beaten, insulted, and then crucified. 
 
After Jesus died on Friday afternoon He was taken down from the cross, wrapped in 
linen burial clothes and laid in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb.  A large stone was rolled in 
front of the entrance – this was normal.  But what was not normal was that a guard was 
posted to make sure the disciples didn’t try anything funny.  Normally the dead stay in 
their tombs, but people wanted to make sure about this with Jesus. 
 
From Friday sun down to Saturday sun down it was Sabbath and nobody did anything.  
The disciples would have been heartbroken and sullen.  The Pharisees would have 
been gloating; Rome would have been getting on with life.  And Jesus was dead.  And 
then Sunday morning, just as the sun was coming up these women head off to the tomb 
to take care of Jesus’ body. 
 
Now why?  I mean what’s to take care of – He’s dead!   
 
Well normally, when someone died, people would wash and treat the bodies with spices 
and herbs as a way of showing honour.  And they obviously wanted to honour Jesus – 
but they hadn’t had time on Friday.  Bending the Sabbath rules was something that 
nobody other than Jesus was brave enough to do.  So the earliest these women could 
get there was Sunday morning.   
 

                                            
2 Outline adapted from Jeff Strite “Hope: Lost and Found” https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/hope-
lost-and-found-jeff-strite-sermon-on-resurrection-201146?page=5&wc=800 (Accessed April 18, 2019) 

https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/hope-lost-and-found-jeff-strite-sermon-on-resurrection-201146?page=5&wc=800
https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/hope-lost-and-found-jeff-strite-sermon-on-resurrection-201146?page=5&wc=800
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Mary Magdalene is there.  A woman named Joanna, and James’ mother Mary – that’s 
Jesus’ mom.  And as they arrive, instead of finding soldiers and a sealed tomb, they find 
the door open and a couple men from a Tide commercial inform them Jesus has risen.   
 
Now stop there.  How does this scene play out in your mind?  For me these women are 
blown away by the shiny men and are excited and encouraged by their message.  They 
energetically pass this on to Jesus’ friends and everyone starts a religion.  I mean 
wouldn’t angels convince you to do that? 
… 
Well, maybe, but we are a bit more sophisticated than that.  Right?  I mean today even 
Big Bird knows that when people die they don’t come back.  And bleach really can work 
wonders and angels are also very unlikely. 
 
But it was different back then right.  I mean some scholars have theorized that people in 
Jesus’ days were more superstitious and prone to believing in magic so much that this 
kind of story might pass with them. 
 
The problem there is no evidence to support this kind of idea, and instead when these 
women encountered the Tide boys they simply passed their message on.  Verse 9 says: 
 
[Read Luke 24:9] – it sounds pretty casual, almost sheepish.  It’s almost like they don’t 
expect to be believed.  But didn’t they see angels? 
… 
Well maybe.  Lots of times the Bible tells us people saw angels, but in verse 4 the shiny 
men aren’t called angels.  The women were just frightened to see these guys and it 
wasn’t until later that they realize they were God’s messengers.   
 
The point is the authenticity of Jesus’ resurrection isn’t true just because some angels 
said so, there is something more.  
 
And so in verse 11 when the women return home they don’t find themselves conversing 
with a bunch of easy to convince, superstitious, magic believers, we get a bunch of men 
who would have fit in just fine on Sesame Street.   
 
[Read Luke 24:11]   
 
No kidding!  When you are dead, you don’t come back. 
… 
Now something is going on in Peter’s mind and he decides to check things out himself.  
And he finds the tomb empty like they said – but the Tide commercial is finished and he 
just leaves wondering what happened.   
 
Peter’s my boy.  He’s got lots of skin in the game – he’s passionate.  But he’s not that 
quick at putting the pieces together.  And that makes me feel okay.  When you are in 
the middle of it don’t you ever feel like you have no idea what God is up to? 
… 
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So the disciples are doubting and confused. 
… 
And on and on this is the response we get from Jesus’ followers when they faced the 
news He has risen.  None of them can believe Jesus has actually come back. 
 
John tells us that Mary Magdalene was in the garden by herself a little later.  And she 
bumped into someone she thought was the gardener – it’s actually Jesus.  And she tells 
Him: “They have taken my Lord away, and I don’t know where they have put Him.”3 
 
A little later a couple depressed men were on their way to Emmaus when someone 
joined them on the road.  And it was Jesus!  But they didn’t recognize Him. 
 
And He asks them what’s up, and they are amazed He hasn’t heard.  And they tell Him 
all about the terrible events of the weekend, and about the crazy women who told them 
impossible stuff.  And then they say these words: 

We had hoped He was the Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. (Luke 24:21) 
 
They had hoped?  What they are saying is “There was a time when things seemed like 
they were going well.  It looked like Jesus was really something.  But that’s gone.  Jesus 
was our hope.  But once you’ve spent time on a cross.  Once you’ve been put in the 
ground.  Once you’re dead.  It’s all over.  Hope’s over.  The dead don’t come back. 
… 
When Mr. Hooper died the experts wanted to protect children from the fear of death.  
And so at the end of the scene Big Bird asks “Why does it have to happen this way.”  
And a wise looking gentleman responds “It happens this way, just because.”   
… 
So don’t worry 4 and 5-year-olds.  People die.  Old people, young people.  People you 
love are going to die.  Everyone dies.  And when you die you’ll stay that way.  You’re 
not coming back.  Hope’s over.  And you can feel sad about this.  But ultimately you just 
have to deal with it.  Just because. 
 
That’s the world’s message.  That’s the world we live in.  And that reality fuels the way 
we live.  Because people die and don’t come back we all have to live for today because 
today is all we get.  And that’s where the disciples are at in this text.  They don’t believe 
in resurrections anymore than we do.  
… 
So what happens to a group of people whose leader talked about eternal life and the 
kingdom and then got crucified to death?   
… 
Normally not much.  Around Jesus’ day there was a guy named Theudas who claimed 
to be the messiah, but when he got killed nothing happened.4  But the fact that we are 
still talking about Jesus 2000 years later will tell you that’s not what happened here.  So 
what happened? 
… 

                                            
3 John 20:13 
4 Acts 5:36 
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When I was a kid I used to be scared of the dark.  And I remember this stupid game that 
none of you were immature enough to play, but we would go into the school bathroom 
with the lights off and stand in front of the mirror.  And it was never as a group, it was 
always by yourself.  So one by one the cool kids would traipse into the dark and come 
back screaming about how they had seen something terrible.  And even though I was 
pretty sure they were lying there was always a chance.  And that chance would keep my 
feet solidly planted outside. 
 
But eventually, after everyone had had a good laugh at people like me someone brave 
would decide it was time for something else and they would go in and come out 
unafraid.  And as soon as someone conquered fear the rest of us scaredy-cats would 
be emboldened.  And the game was over. 
 
Here’s the connection: 2000 years ago stories started to circulate that the game was 
over and the ending was totally different than people feared.  Stories like Mary 
Magdalene’s and the men on the road to Emmaus and a little later the disciples were 
hiding behind a locked door when Jesus showed up and ate with them and let them 
touch Him.  And soon people were putting the pieces together and the testimony was: 

Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and He was 
raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. He was seen 
by Peter and then by the Twelve. After that, He was seen by more than 500 of 
His followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
died. Then He was seen by James and later by all the apostles. Last of all, as 
though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw Him. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8) 

 
People hallucinate things – especially strung out and stressed people.  But never in 
human history have 2 strung out people hallucinated the same thing – let alone 500.  
And as Paul says lots of these eye witnesses are still alive, go talk to them. 
 
And as these accounts started to circulate people began to realized there was a new 
ending to the story.  Jesus was the new authority on death because He had gone in and 
come out victorious.   
 
And the thought of resurrection challenged everything.  As evidence began to mount 
that the tomb had been defeated everything began to change.  The crazy women, the 
doubting men, the cowering disciples all began living totally transformed lives.  They 
began living like death didn’t matter. 
 
And they began living this way because they realized what Paul realized when he wrote: 

For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 

raised either…. But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is 

the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 
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So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the 

resurrection from the dead has begun through another man…. Christ 

was raised as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will 

be raised when He comes back. (1 Corinthians 15:13-23) 

Everyone dies, but not everyone stays that way.  So what do we do with this?  
… 
Well, history will tell you that something significant happened 2000 years ago.  And 
theology will tell you that what happened was Jesus died and came back.  And the 
world knows this story, but it largely doesn’t care.   
 
And that’s because this story, even if it is true, has led to the wrong conclusion.  People 
think the resurrection is about providing comfort and resolution for scaredy-cats on their 
death beds.  And that’s 0% of us here.   
 
And so the conclusion is, even if the resurrection happened it doesn’t matter to me.  
Who cares!  Everyone is still going to die, and when they die they are going to stay that 
way – just because. 
 
But here’s the mistake.  No court would discount the testimony of hundreds of eye-
witnesses.  So the resurrection happened.  And the resurrection is essential.  But it’s 
what happened after the resurrection that makes it matter for us.  The resurrection 
transformed the lives of hundreds of mediocre scaredy-cats into people who began 
really living.   
 
You see Jesus’ resurrection isn’t primarily about Him coming back from the dead, it is 
about us coming back from the dead.  And this doesn’t just make us unafraid of death, it 
makes us unafraid to really live.   
 
Anyone who has ever played Mario understands this.  Mario jumps over pits of lava; he 
ducks under chomping plants and steps on walking mushrooms – nobody would do 
that.  But he does it because he knows that when he dies he just comes back. 
… 
And similarly, Jesus’ resurrection means we too can start really living, because we too 
are coming back.   
 
And this is the way reality played out for the early church.  When hundreds of people 
started telling stories of actually seeing the resurrected Jesus, people didn’t just stop 
worrying about death, they started living. 
 
Now don’t miss this: without the resurrection what we see is what we get.  If this is 
reality then all we can do is live for ourselves.  So sure some atheists can be kind.  Bill 
Gates can give billions, but he can’t give his life because that’s all he has.   
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But these first century Jesus followers began living at a level totally above this.  They 
began living and loving the poor and broken in a way that blew people away and 
transformed Rome.  And it’s what happened to them that is the reason we are still 
talking about Jesus today.   
… 
So let me ask you, have you ever hungered for something more?  Have you ever grown 
bored with a Christmas gift, or a new car or a new house and realized if this is all there 
is it isn’t enough? 
… 
If you have then you are totally normal, and you are asking the question Easter 
answers.  Friends, this is why the resurrection matters.  The resurrection invites us to 
leave behind our lives of mediocrity and really live. 
 
You see the good news of Easter isn’t simply that some guy came back from the dead 
2000 years ago – that could be irrelevant to 2019.  The good news is that there is a 
string of millions of people over the last 2000 years that have been transformed 
because Jesus came back.  And their message is that death isn’t the way it is just 
because – in fact there is something more.   
 
So friends, everyone dies, but you don’t have to stay that way.  And because of that you 
don’t have to live like you’re dying.  Easter’s message is that if you will give your life to 
living for Jesus you won’t just get heaven when you die, you get to leave your timid life 
of self-centered, self-preservation behind and begin abundant life right now.  So let the 
resurrection matter to you. 


