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Christmas Pageant a Huge Hit
By Sheryl Macdonald
Since 1937, the first year of our church, the Christmas pageant has
delighted families and congregants, who leave each performance
with a big smile and a warm sense of holiday cheer. This year was no
exception, as we shared the joy of “A Child Is Born” for the 82nd time.
With almost 100 children from the community, two full casts were
formed and for four nights, Tues. Nov. 26 to Fri. Nov. 29, the curtain
rose. For the second year, organizers enjoyed the convenience of our
new aluminum stage, designed and built last year by Ernie Card and
Bob Mundy. A special shout-out to Darryl Martin for travelling from
Winnipeg to help with the lighting!
Sunday Services:
Regular Service:
Fresh Start Service:

10:00am
8:30am

85 The Kingsway
Toronto, ON M8X 2T6
416.234.8224

The Production team of Angela Switt, Katie Overstrom, and Donna-Lee
Waymann was so appreciative of the huge contribution of Lia Mayhew
this year. Likewise, Director, Louis Mantis wishes to thank his very
helpful new Assistant Director, Kate Mayhew.
The three different baby Jesus’ were very cooperative, and the two
Mary’s handled their swaddled charges with great aplomb. All cast
members worked incredibly hard on their parts.

Find us online at:
www.kingswaylambton.ca
@klambtonunited
@klambtonunited
Kingswaylambtonchurch
Kingsway-Lambton United
Church
Continued on next page
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Christmas Pageant a Huge Hit
By Sheryl Macdonald
Continued from previous page

A touching new tradition this year: young cast members spent
some of their down time back stage writing personalized notecards to specific pastoral care seniors. The messages and candy
canes were to be delivered during a pastoral care luncheon on
December 8th. In this way, the pageant brought love and light
and the precious gift of connection to more distant individuals.
The pageant couldn’t happen without the tireless dedication
and involvement of dozens of behind-the-scenes volunteers. In
our own Christmas miracle, the pageant continues to bring us
all together.
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Christmas Events
Live Nativity with Animals
Sunday, December 15, 11am—2pm
We’re turning our courtyard into a crèche, with live farm
animals for petting, costumes for photos
with animals and crèche.
Caroling, hot drinks and snacks. All free.

Community Skating Party
Friday, December 20, 5pm
Great for children, teens, families and anyone who likes to skate!
Join us at Lambton-Kingsway School for skating at 5pm,
and then we’ll return to the church to warm up with hotdogs,
snacks, caroling and Santa. All are welcome!

Christmas Services
Lessons & Carols Service
Sunday, December 15, 7pm
Lessons and Carols is presented by our Chancel Choir
under the direction of Ian Grundy, Director of Music
Ministry. Join us for an evening of Christmas bible readings
and carols, sung by the congregation and our full choir.
Invite your friends and enjoy the music of Christmas!

Last Sunday before Christmas
Sunday, December 22, 8:30am & 11:00am
Join us in church for two services, a brief, modern
service at 8:30am led by our Fresh Start Team, and
a more traditional service at 11am with full Choir.

Christmas Eve Services
For the Little Ones, 4:00pm
A fun service that is for young children.
Family Service, 5:30pm
A service for young families, and the young at heart.
Candlelight Communion Service, 10:30pm
Traditional candle light communion with lessons and hymns.
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Christmas Creep
8

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore
afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” Luke 2:8-9
I’ve learned a new term this year: “Christmas Creep.” It’s used in retail sales
and marketing to describe the extension of the “holiday” shopping season.
That season used to begin with the frenzy of Black Friday post American Thanksgiving. But sales moved
to Thanksgiving Day and then to the beginning of Thanksgiving week and then, Nov. 1 st. The article that
introduced me to this term observed that “Christmas Creep” this year has moved before Hallowe’en!
Now Black Friday comes any Friday that is not pre-Black Friday and Boxing day sales begin December 1st,
competing with Cyber Monday week.
The theory is, the longer the “holiday” shopping season, the more people will forget their budgets and buy.
I’ve noticed Christmas Creep is happening with the fundraising campaigns of the big fundraising machines
like the universities. And Christmas Creep is happening in my social circle. Friends are agreeing to get
together before December or after, in January, for our festive reunions, to avoid the stressed schedules
of the season.

I don’t object to Christmas Creep. In retail, it’s kind of an inevitability and has been a topic of discussion
since Francis of Assisi in the thirteenth century. Francis came up with the Nativity Crèche to combat the
commercialization of Christmas! For my friends and our festive scheduling, it’s only meant to be kind.
What I really wish for Christmas Creep is that the
true meaning of Christmas would expand in the
same way. Maybe Christmas Creep and Easter
Creep could meet and overlap so all our “sleeps”
and waking could be marbled with the excitement
of receiving and giving, and the triumph of risen life
and love.
I pray that Christmas, in its wonder and gift, in its
revelation of the humble, historic, servant love of
God born in a manger, would creep into every heart
this year. That it would overrun the times and
seasons of hatred and fear, cynicism and sorrow,
and that it wouldn’t stop until it had invaded and
flooded the days of division and selfishness.
They can start their “holiday” sales in August, if you let us have Christmas and its Good tidings of great joy for
all creation, every day of the year.
Merry Christmas Creep,
Rev. Hugh
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A Season of Anticipation and Joy
by Rev. Kerry Stover, Associate Minister
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9: 6; translation from the King James Version
A few days have passed between the time of the annual Christmas Pageant
and today. As I reflect on the sheer wonder of the pageant, I am filled with
hope and joy. Above all, I am filled with the anticipation of the coming of the
newborn babe, Emmanuel. There are many people to thank for this year’s pageant and then there are the
children that told the story beautifully of our Saviour’s birth. Thanks be to God for the glory of the pageant
and what it means to KLUC and the greater community that we are called to serve.
There have been many events that have happened over the last weeks and many more to come with the
anticipation of all the events leading up to the Christmas Eve services. No matter where I turn everyone is
filled with great joy and the wonder of the coming of the Christ child. The Sunday School under Rhiannon’s
leadership is bursting with glee. The Teen Drop-in group, with Leanne, is filled with wonder and awe as they
embark on many Friday nights of fun and delving into their faith. It truly is the most wonderful time of the
year.
I am truly blessed to be in ministry with the wonderful team here at KLUC. The Christmas spirit flows with
each of us as we prepare for the coming of our Lord this Christmas season.
A big thank you to all of you, for your support for our Fresh Start worship service, the joy of serving with
Leanne and Rhiannon, and the generous gift of serving you with Rev. Hugh.
May God’s love uphold you and provide the wonder of the holy babe in each one of your hearts this Advent
and Christmas seasons.
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love to each of you.
Rev. Kerry Stover

Love Changes Everything
Save the date for this sing-a-long party.
It’s a chance to sing your favourite love songs.
Friday, February 7th at 7pm in the Sanctuary
Refreshments will be served. No cost for admission.
Brought to you by the Fresh Start Steering Committee.
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Family Christian Education
by Rev. Leanne Ketcham, Youth Minister
One of the gifts and opportunities that youth ministry gives to me is the
chance to constantly reflect, evaluate, adjust, and try again. There is no
sure method of passing along the faith to young people, and the nature of
shifting culture and contexts demands that churches be nimble enough to
adapt, and humble enough to name our dependence on the grace of God.
For a long time, I had predominantly done ministry to young people. This
means that we planned the programs, wrote the curriculums, delivered the
events and then waited as the proverbial ball landed in the court of the
young person to engage. I had moments of scratching my head and asking
why our good intentions didn’t work and produce the results we had expected. Ministry to young people
at the end of the day keeps too much of a distance between people and remains a service — even the
best program/curriculum/event is no replacement for relationship. And after all, God came to Adam
and Eve in relationship, the Israelites in covenant, and to the whole world in Jesus. It would seem that
relationship is pretty important.
For this reason, we shift to ministering with young people. Ministry with recognizes that we all bring gifts,
resources, and perspectives to the table. Ministry with honors the Spirit of God who initiates and grows
faith, not any human creation. Ministry with is the long game of relationship, and it’s a game spent logging
hours, learning stories, and looking for God together. Because the truth is, I see God more clearly when I
get to see through the eyes of another alongside my own eyes.

Ministry with youth is for the whole church, not just youth ministers or youth leaders. Would you join with
us as we minister from a place of being with? Here are some ways we can do that:
1. Initiate a conversation with a young person. Ask them about their life and share with them about
yours. Ask them about what they are praying for and share with them what you are praying for. Pray
for them. Tell them what you are praying for them.
2. Serve together. I saw this in the pageant as amazing adults like Katie, Janine, Louis, Donna-Lee, Angela,
Erica, and so many more served with incredible youth like Ede, Kate, Mia, Lia, Emily, Matthew, Claire,
Stella, and so many more. To serve together is to need each other which is to learn from one another.
3. Listen. Young people across the world are saying things and they
have things worth hearing. Talk with the youth you know about what
is important to them or what they see in the world. And when they
ask you a question which you don’t know the answer to, wonder with
them about the possibilities and wonder about where you both can
see God in the midst of that question.
But in all of these things, remember: this is a long game. Keep
showing up, keep loving, keep being with the young people in your
life. They may not burst open with fountains of speech in your first
conversation, but over time you will become a person they trust.
Continued on next page
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Family Christian Education
by Rev. Leanne Ketcham, Youth Minister
Continued from previous page

These past few months we have been doing ministry with and it has been life-giving to me. I have been
privileged to ask hard questions about God and grappling with death. I have relied upon youth to lead key
parts of events and celebrated with them when they succeeded. We have made new friends, seen God’s love
in the Bible and in the world, and tried different ways to pray. We have also had eating contests, sleepovers,
and card games, made smoothies, s’mores, and a heck of a lot of fun.
As I reflect on the shift from to—with, I am more convinced than ever that youth ministry is a whole church
endeavor. I pray you will see yourself as a vital role in this. You have life experiences, faith journeys, and hugs
that need to be shared. And you need to celebrate the hockey wins and walk alongside the personality
growths. Being with is the gift of presence and we all, at any age, can give one another that gift.
In this Advent season as we prepare to receive again the promise of God with us, may we be made in God’s
image in the same way, to be with one another.
In Christ’s joy,
Leanne

Appointment of New Chair of Property Committee
At a Committee of Stewards meeting held on October 20 th, 2019,
Jim Gallagher was appointed Chair of Kingsway-Lambton’s Property
Committee. Jim is a long-time member of the church and an active
member of the Committee of Stewards and the Gifts and Giving
Committee. He has contributed to several property related projects over
the years, most recently leading the significant organ restoration project.
Jim’s skills, experience and knowledge of the church are already proving
a tremendous asset as he is off to a quick and successful start steering our
property issues. Thanks to Jim for stepping into this challenging role.
Geoff Butler
Chairman of Stewards Committee

Do you have good news to share?
Anniversaries, graduations, new family
members…we want to hear about it!
Contact Arline Cook at (416) 531-4287 or
arline_cook@rogers.com
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Dollars and Sense
by Bill Winterburn, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report - September 2019
At this time of the year, we normally turn our attention to the annual operating budget, both this year’s and
next year’s. The operating budget is a forecast of what revenues we expect to receive from various sources,
balanced off against the expenses that it takes to run the Church on an annual basis.
In terms of how we are doing so far this year, results to the end of October continue to run ahead of budget.
We should be on course for a break-even year. The budget called for a deficit of $34,000.
It should be stressed that the monies pledged during the current Stewardship Campaign are a key
component of the budgeting process. The results of the Stewardship Campaign will go a long way in
determining the levels of activity and programming that we can afford next year.
I will report on the final 2019 operating results, and the approved budget for 2020 in the next issue of The
Carillon.
Bill Winterburn, Treasurer

Trouble Getting to Church?
Would you like to attend church on Sunday morning, but you’ve
stopped coming because of the lack of parking within a reasonable
distance? Or have you given up your car, and stopped driving?
The members of Session would like to ensure that everyone who wants to attend Sunday morning
services is able to do so. We’re investigating ways to improve parking near the church, especially
for the Handicapped. We’re also looking into ride sharing services, such as car-pooling with other
members, or services such as Uber Pool.
If you are impacted by the lack of parking near the church, or would be interested in ride sharing,
please contact the church office at 416-234-8224, or by email at office@kingswaylambton.ca.
And, if you would be able to drive someone to church at least once a year, between September and
June, please contact the office.

Be a friend to the environment: Go paperless!
You can be among the first to receive your copy of The Carillon, and help
Kingsway-Lambton save costs and resources.
Just contact Janet Riddell at office@kingswaylambton.ca to sign up
and receive your digital copy of The Carillon delivered directly to your
email box.
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Stewardship Campaign 2020
Keep on Building a Church Community through Stewardship
Our Stewardship 2020 campaign took place from October 20th to November 10th,
as we watched our Lego church be worked through the construction process. From
foundation to rooftop and a spire, to a completed structure filled with people. Just
as KLUC has gone through the construction phase twice, the renovation phase and
has been filled with the people who are our church community.
Although we are pleased with the response of 183 pledges, we are keeping the doors open for any additional
pledges to come in. It is never too late to commit to continuing to build on the strength, compassion and
spirituality of our church community. Never too late to commit to our programs and our services. Pledging
helps our financial team construct a more realistic budget, so if your pledge card has remained on your desk
please take a few minutes to fill it in and return it to the church through the office or on the collection plate
at Sunday service. There are extra pledge cards at the office and at church entrances.
Every pledge is another building block in the life of Kingsway-Lambton United Church.
Susan Franklin,
Co-Chair, Gifts and Giving Committee

Cyber-Seniors: Learning goes both ways
On November 21st, another session of the very popular Cyber-Seniors
program came to an end. Over 20 high school students and more than 20
seniors took part in this 6-week session. It was truly inspiring to see
the interactions between the older “students” and the younger
“teachers”. Looking around the room during the hour-long lessons, one
could observe many expressions on the faces of both: furrowed brows
of concentration, curiosity, determined focus, and triumphant smiles.
There was even a little sadness as the group said goodbye at the end of
the last day. But also overheard was “I’ll see you next session”.
And, of course, there was much gratitude expressed to Donna-Lee
Waymann, who has brought these groups together for several years
now. This program is about more than just learning how to use a device,
or racking up volunteer hours. It’s about creating friendships.
Our thanks to Cobs Bread for supplying delicious snacks each week.
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El Hogar Country & Western Shindig
On September 28th we raised the roof with a barn burnin’ Shindig
and BBQ. A terrific evening of entertainment, sing-a-long, dancing
and square dancing. Members of our KLUC Senior Choir, with the
enthusiastic leadership of Kate Tapp Mock, led us in country singing,
accompanied by Ian Grundy, and the video skills of Ed Mock; nibbled
on lots of tasty nibbles provided by Bruno’s Fine Foods; a delicious
dinner was relished, catered by Grilltime Meats; delicious wines were
enjoyed, sponsored by Landscape Plus; and cold beer was savoured,
provided by New Standard Beers. A winner was declared for our
Hearts and Boots game who will enjoy a catered cocktail party
provided by Yorkshire Pudding Caterers.
Before and after dinner we got into the spirit with fiddle playing
by Alex Cheung and after dinner everybody got down to serious
merriment with the Classic Country Band. Young, and formerly young,
danced the rest of the evening away learning the square dance calls
and instruction by our caller, Ernie.
Outstanding décor, lots of yummy nibbles, wine, beer, great food and music all put together by an
outstanding team of volunteers. Too many names to list lent their talents and skills to make a great evening.
My thanks to all those who assisted in making a night to remember. Special and heartfelt thank you to my
core team, Judy Collinson, Donna-Lee Waymann, Deb Bacon, Mary Prime, Avalon Neale and Dianne Mundy.
Their incredible energy and ideas came together to make a vision come true.
On top of all the excitement, the evening raised an amazing $24,000.00, all to give a hand up to our Kids in
Honduras living and learning at El Hogar.
Susan Franklin,
Chair, Honduras Committee

Thank you to the people of Kingsway-Lambton United Church!
The congregation has donated almost $16,000 to Community Outreach by way of the Easter and
Thanksgiving envelopes in 2019. On your behalf, we have sent $2,000 to each to the following charities:
Youth Without Shelter, Parkdale Golden Age Foundation, Camp Scugog, Stonegate
Ministry, Youth Unlimited, the Gate House and Out of the Cold.
We have also sent $500 to help with the cost of the Living Rock’s Christmas dinner and reserved $500 to
cover the costs of the Out of the Cold dinner on January 31, 2020. The rest is being held in reserve for
unexpected costs.
Thank you for your caring and sharing, you have changed the lives of some of those in need. Have a
Merry Christmas and God bless us all.
Community Outreach
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UCW — New Members Welcome
An opportunity for friendship, support, and charity that’s what the United Church
Women’s organization is all about.
United Church Women (UCW) is an organization which provides Christian fellowship,
friendship and mutual support for women in our church. Through the work of the
UCW, the women in our church are able to support their community.
The UCW oversees various fund raising events such as the Flea Market and Art Show. Our membership
is very committed to supporting our local community. Through the funds we raise each year, we donate
generously to local and some international charities. Some of the funds from these events are used to assist
with the finances of the church.
Get Involved
There are several ways to get involved. You could join a Unit where you know someone or you can go to
different Units to find one that suits you best.
We encourage all women to join the UCW, even if you don’t have a lot of time. Participate as much as
your schedule allows. Come to every meeting or activity, or come periodically, just to enjoy an evening
or afternoon with friends.
If you would like to join the UCW or just find out more about the group, contact Rita MacDonald, UCW
President at lorne.rita@rogers.com
“… close-knit, loving relationship with other women in the church,
with an opportunity for service and support for Kingsway-Lambton”

Flea Market Funds Used to Purchase New Chairs
The Flea Market Committee has generously donated 140 new chairs to be used for functions in the
lower level of the church. Previously, we used a collection of orange/green and blue stacking chairs.
The new chairs will not only improve the esthetics but will also improve the seat cushioning and lateral
support. The caretakers are also very pleased to have new chairs that stack properly. Please take a
moment to see these chairs downstairs if you have not already seen them.
Thank you to all those involved in the Flea Market!
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Stonegate Ministry Says Thank You!
Stonegate Ministry would like to thank all those who supported our
November 2nd Fundraising Dinner. On behalf of Stonegate Ministry,
we would especially like to thank Rev. Kerry Stover, who sang a
wonderful selection of Broadway and Gospel tunes which were
especially chosen by Kerry to reflect the work we do at Stonegate.
Kerry was accompanied by Kim Hanmer. The 135 guests thoroughly
enjoyed the sumptuous meal prepared by members of UCW
Unit #7. Thanks to those members of Unit #7, who helped
prepare and serve the meal.

But very importantly, we would like to thank all those who
contributed funds to our Stonegate Ministry. Stonegate is
an ecumenical ministry that helps those in need in both the
Stonegate and Lakeshore neighbourhoods, two low-income
communities which are in our backyard. The Stonegate neighbourhood is populated by a high proportion of new immigrant
families who live in a neighbourhood consisting of 70 low-rise
apartment buildings in the Berry Road/Park Lawn area. The
Lakeshore neighbourhood is an impoverish community with
a high number of singles, seniors, disabled and individuals
with additional issues.
Stonegate Ministry provides support to both communities through its thrift store, Great Finds, which is
located at 2358 Lakeshore Blvd. We also run programs for people in both communities. At our Women’s
Group, a real community is developed as women meet over lunch and explore topics on spiritual, emotional
and physical well-being. God Coffee and me is a very practical Bible study program that is run in a local
Mimico restaurant.
If you would like to donate to Stonegate Ministry, please go to www.stonegateministry.ca or send a cheque
to Stonegate Ministry, 2358 Lake Shore Blvd. West, Toronto, ON M8V 1B6.

Opportunities to Share and Serve at Kingsway-Lambton
There are many rewarding volunteer opportunities where your support would
make a meaningful difference. The following are just some of the open positions.
Official Board Chair

Clerk of Session

Communications Co-Chairs

Treasurer

Regional Council Reps

Nominating Committee Reps

Ministry and Personnel Reps
Anyone interested in finding out more about the requirements and information regarding any of these
vacancies are asked to contact Horace Knight, Nominating Committee Chair, at
knight.associates@rogers.com

13

Church Organ Restoration
Just in time for the Christmas season, we are once again hearing the sweet sounds of the Kingsway-Lambton
church organ. After a major refurbishment project, the organ has been restored to its original glory, with the
addition of some modern improvements.
Since it was originally built by Casavant Frères in 1954, the organ has
had only repair and maintenance work done. As the organ has aged,
some parts have failed, and there was growing potential for loss of use
or need for emergency repairs. Therefore, KLUC’s leadership felt that it
was time to do a major refurbishment of the organ.

This project had two objectives:
1. Bring the organ back up to its original standard, and
2. Introduce technologies that would modernize the organ and allow for future enhancements
A committee was formed to search for and engage the company that would do the restoration. This
committee included Jim Gallagher, who has continued to lead the project through to its completion.
There were two proposals considered, and based on the scope of the project, among other considerations,
the firm of Alan T. Jackson Company, Ltd. was selected to do the work.
The work began in April, and carried on until the late fall. It was an enormous effort. Every one of the 3,045
pipes and reeds that make up the organ were removed and transported offsite to the contractor’s premises,
where they were cleaned and repaired, as necessary. Once the pieces were all back in place, the organ was
tuned. This step was somewhat challenging, as the temperature in the church was difficult to regulate.
In addition to cleaning and repair work, the organ was modernized with digital controls, replacing the original
mechanical controls. This upgrade includes an interface wherein the organist can save his or her preferred
settings, and easily call up those settings on a digital tablet. The new digital component also allows for remote
diagnosis of any technical issues. Adjustments and repairs can potentially be made remotely, without the
need of on-site servicing.
Music is a very important part of Kingsway-Lambton’s worship services, and the organ is an integral part of
the creation of that music. Thanks to this major effort, we will all be able to enjoy our organ’s joyous sounds
for many years to come. We are grateful to everyone involved, and invite you to enjoy the beautiful sounds of
our refurbished organ in the special concerts planned by the senior choir throughout the year.
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The Art Show Team Needs YOU!
The Kingsway-Lambton Art Show & Sale is a significant fundraiser for the UCW with funds raised
going directly to the charities supported. The Art Show Team is focused on strengthening its volunteer
base and filling several key roles.
Picture Yourself as Part of
The Kingsway-Lambton Art Show & Sale Team!
Learn more about The Kingsway-Lambton Art Show & Sale at www.kingswaylambton.ca/artshow
THE PRESENT
Planning for the April, 2020 Kingsway-Lambton Art Show & Sale is well underway. Popular artists are
being invited back and invitations have been extended to new and exciting artists to join us.
The Featured Artist has been selected, the colourful posters and postcards are being designed and
valued Sponsors are confirming support. And the Communications Team is at work refreshing the
dedicated Art Show website with exciting art news and details of the show.
We are currently searching for volunteers interested in
working with and supporting the Art Show Team.
THE FUTURE
The heart of a successful volunteer event is comprised of people … people like you … committed and
enthusiastic supporters of worthwhile community events… an event with an inspiring past, a vibrant
present and a bright, unlimited future.
Please indicate your interest and learn more by contacting
Marjorie at jparadine@rogers.com or at 416.231.8136
THANK YOU!

Save the Date!
The 2020 Kingsway-Lambton United Church Flea Market
will take place on Saturday, April 25, 2020.
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Announcements

Baptisms

Luke Andrew Pronski
Parents: Amber and Michael Pronski
Brother: Adam
Godparents: Angela and Josh Tellier
September 29, 2019

Marigold Diane Porter-Stokes
Parents: Laura Suzanne Porter and
Ronald Keith Stokes
Brother: Braydon
Godparents: Kate Wallace and
Christy Cook
November 24, 2019

In Memoriam
Frank Adare
Loving husband of Jean Adare, part of the
Kingsway-Lambton community.

Wishing you and your loved ones
all the joy and blessings of the
Christmas Season

