
 

 
 
October 14, 2020 
 
 
Shawn Chisolm 
FISA Executive Director 
shawn@fisabc.ca 
 
Dear Shawn Chisolm, 
 
Thank you for your letter on behalf of FISA BC regarding education policy. Education is a key priority of 
the BC NDP and we are pleased to respond to your questions. 
 
1) What is your position with respect to the current Independent School Act and its accompanying 
Regulations and Orders? Will your party be proposing amendments and, if so, what will be the content 
of these amendments? 

• No, we will not be proposing any amendments during this election.  
 
 2) Does your party support parents' right to choose an equitably funded education, public or 
independent, that is appropriate for their children?  

• The BC NDP has made record investments into BC’s education system over the last three years. 
• Because of these investments independent schools are now receiving an additional $138 million 

more in operational funding this school year, 45% more funding than under the BC Liberals.  
 
3) What is your position on the status of funding levels for independent schools in lieu of the recent 
provincial Funding Model Review? Will you maintain the current funding formula, or will alternative 
proposals be made?  

• The Funding Model Review recommendations are being implemented in a two-phase approach. 
• None of the 22 recommendations in the Funding Model Review reference, require or advise a 

change in funding levels for independent schools. 
 

4) What is your position on the equal allocation of special/targeted grants to both public and 
independent BC students (i.e. mental health initiatives, provincial and federal school start-up grants) 
that are concerned with public health and not educational programming?  

• The BC NDP will continue to allocate grants to public and independent schools based on the 
funding formulas currently in use.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to write. 
 
Sincerely, 
BC NDP 


