
 
 
October 14th, 2020  
 
Thank you for your inquiry into how the B.C. Greens intend to support independent schools in 
our province.  
 
I hope that the answers below provide detail to our position, and we hope to work together with 
the Federation of Independent Schools on ensuring positive learning outcomes for our students. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sonia Furstenau 
Leader, B.C. Green Party  
B.C. Green Candidate for Cowichan Valley 
 

 
 
 

1) What is your position with respect to the current Independent School Act and its 
accompanying Regulations and Orders? Will your party be proposing 
amendments and if so what will be the content of these amendments? 

 
The B.C. Greens believe that we need to have a broader conversation on how best to 
modernize our education system to prepare youth for the 21st century. Rapid changes in the 
economy mean that many of the jobs our children will have don’t even exist today and they will 
be using technology that has not yet been invented to solve the incredible challenges facing us. 
We need to redesign our education system to prepare our children for this future, and instill in 
them a commitment to lifelong learning. For our children to be able to prosper in the world that is 
taking shape before us, adaptability, perseverance, problem solving and creativity are some of 
the most important skills they will learn. The B.C. Greens believe that independent schools 
should be included as part of this, and we will work with stakeholders to review the Act and 
regulations and potential areas for improvement. 
  

2) Does your party support parents’ right to choose an equitably funded education, 
public or independent, that is appropriate for their children? 

 
Yes, the B.C. Greens are in full agreement of parents' right to choose the appropriate education 
for their children, and that independent schools are a part of that choice.  
 

3) What is your position on the status of funding levels for independent schools in 
lieu of the recent provincial Funding Model Review? Will you maintain the current 
funding formula, or will alternative proposals be made? 

 
We canvassed the issue of funding for independent schools with the Minister of Education in the 
summer, and were pleased to see his estimates that independent schools would receive a 4%  



 
 
increase in spending for the coming year. Despite this increase, however, one of the biggest 
concerns I heard from families of children impacted by the recent changes to the funding of 
independent schools was that those with special needs would lose access to programs that 
have been successful for their children when other programs or schools have not served those 
needs. As part of our larger conversation on education, we must look at how to modernize 
funding for our school system in order to support diverse learning styles and outcomes.  
 

4) What is your position on the equal allocation of special/targeted grants to both 
public and independent BC students (i.e. mental health initiatives, provincial and 
federal school start-up grants) that are concerned with public health and not 
educational programming? 

 
Parents shouldn’t have to feel that they have to choose between their child’s safety and the 
quality of the education they receive. Teachers shouldn’t have to worry about their personal 
safety and districts shouldn’t be facing uncertainty about whether they have the funding needed 
to ensure a high quality education for all students, regardless of how they receive it. We are 
supportive of the implementation of mental health initiatives. One example is our $24 million 
commitment to new funding to enhance the number of counsellors in our schools, starting with 
the current school year.  


