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Growing and Deepening our Spiritual Lives in an Affirming 
and Inclusive Community 

One thing I ask of you, [Divine Goodness],  
one thing I seek:  

that I may dwell in your house all the days of my life,  
to gaze on your beauty and to meditate in your Temple. –  

Psalm 27:4 (Inclusive Bible) 

 “Beauty, Contemplation, and Radical Compassion” 

WE GATHER 

Lighting the Affirming and the Treaty 7/Metis Region 3 
Candles 

Video:  Threshold Moment  
“The difficulty and crisis of the world is overwhelming. It is 
virtually impossible to bear it without very deep resources.”  

- Wendy Farley 

Are you ready for a deeper well inside? 

Divine Goodness, prepare my spirit to see and be beguiled by 
the beauty of life. Amen. 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Silent Centering 

Prayer of Opening 
Divine Goodness, Holy One, 
Pause us for this moment, 



bear us up in this time, 
hold us for eternity. 

We offer ourselves in connection with you. 
We allow ourselves this love from you. 

We release ourselves into your presence. 
And all the people say,  

“Amen.” 

Hymn of Beauty 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” VU #226 

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon, and stars of light, 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For each perfect gift sublime 
to our race so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 

flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 
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God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

WE PROCLAIM 

Searching for Beauty Ritual 
For the next few weeks,…….others have what they need. This 
is the beauty of life. Let’s hold our cup of water up and repeat 
after me: 

God of Goodness  
God of Goodness 

Thank you for water. 
Thank you for water. 

Thank you for life. 
Thank you for life. 
Help us, help you 
Help us, help you 
to give life to all. 
to give life to all 

for the beauty of the earth. 
for the beauty of the earth. 

Amen… 

Lectio Divina 
Beauty occurs in many ways through our rituals. . .but you can 
also allow some to simply wash over you, infusing your psyche 

and soul with a mysterious sense of wonder. 

Video:  Ezekiel 31: 3-7 (Inclusive Bible) 
Ephesians, chapter 3, vs.14-19 

Musical Divina 
Spirit of Life          VU #381 

Sermo Divina 
Beauty, Contemplation and Radical Compassion 
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Visio Divina 
Sensing with Spirit 

Defining beauty as depth 
The divine dances 

WE RESPOND 

Prayers of the People 
“Look Around” 

Original song for the series by Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, arr. 
Caleb Collins 

Call for Offering 
 As the song says, “we’ll get through this together”…  
“with outstretched arms and many helping hands.”  

Ritual Action 
This series invites us to integrate contemplative practices into 
our daily lives as a way of opening to the Divine in … for the 

beauty of the earth.” 

And now, let us add our singing to the song of creation already 
in progress… 

WE GO FORTH 

Closing Hymn 
All Beautiful the March of Days    vs. 1 & 3     VU #530 

All beautiful the march of days, as seasons come and go; 
the hand that shaped the rose hath wrought the crystal of the 

snow, 
hath sent the hoary frost of heaven, the flowing waters sealed, 

and laid a silent loveliness on hill and wood and field. 
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 O God, from whose unfathomed law the year in beauty flows, 
yourself the vision passing by in crystal and in rose; 

day unto day declare thro’ speech, and night to night proclaim 
in ever changing words of light the wonder of your name. 

Benediction 
The world is so varied and beautiful.  

Seek wisdom wherever it is to be found. 
And may the goodness of the Creator, 

the companionship of the Christ, 
and the insight of the Spirit, 

infuse your life now and always.  
Amen. 

Benediction Song Reprise 

God of all to thee, we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise! 

 5


