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WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE 

Words of Welcome, Announcements  
from Each Congregation and Land Acknowledgements 

 

Thank you for Connecting for Worship 
Today’s Leadership includes 

Preacher: The Rev. Tim Bowman 
Presiding: The Rev Tracy Fairfield 

 & The Rev. Bill Booth 
Musician – Donna Poncelet 

Song Leader & Soloist: Deborah Handley 
Technical Support: Jeremy Wright 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle for Each Congregation  
We light this Christ candle knowing that Christ’s love shines, like a beacon for those of us who 
are troubled, who are anxious, who are unsure, welcoming us into the presence of our God, 
who loves us into fullness. 
 

People are invited to share their prayers in the chat during the worship service. 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
 

Call to Worship:    Tracy 
Let us rest into silence in this time of worship as we let go of all concerns and cares during this 
moment of stillness and peace. The Spirit of Life reveals herself to us in the soft darkness of 
our closed eyes and gentle breaths. Let us feel the complete love of our Creator God in the 
quiet sanctuary of our hearts. Let us breathe deeply of Christ’s holy presence during this time 
of worship. 
(pause) 
Let us Worship God at this holy time. 
 
Sung Response:  “Open Our Hearts” MV 21 
Open our hearts, open our minds. Open our lives to you, O loving God. 
Open our hearts, open our minds.Open our lives to you O loving God. 
Open our hearts. 
 
Opening Prayer: Bill 
God of sanctuary, we come to you for protection.  
God of comfort, we gather to feel your loving embrace. 
Lead us to seek your truth and live in your light. We ask that you let us feel your presence here 
today, in gifts of revelation, gentling of hearts, and strengthening of spirits. 
We are listening for your message and looking for direction.  
We proclaim ourselves proud seekers. Amen. 
 
Hymn: “All Is Done for the Glory”  MV 34 

All is done for the glory of God. Amen! Amen! 
All depends upon our glorious God. Amen! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! 
All is done for the glory of God. Amen! Amen! 



 
Life is lived for the glory of God.  Amen! Amen! 
All depends upon our glorious God. Amen! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! 
All is done for the glory of God. Amen! Amen! 
 
Worship is for the glory of God.  Amen! Amen! 
All depends upon our glorious God. Amen! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! 
  All is done for the glory of God. Amen! Amen! 
 
All is given for the glory of God. Amen! Amen! 
All depends upon our glorious God. Amen! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! 
  All is done for the glory of God. Amen! Amen! 
 
Prayer of Confession:  Tracy 
(not in power point): We are not perfect people; we make mistakes and have shortcomings. It 
is because of that, that we have these prayers of confessions. Let us now pray, remembering 
that God hears our confessions and the crying of our hearts: 
 
Gracious God, we often fail to recognize that in our humanity, we are, all of us, your children, 
regardless of status, race, sexual orientation, creed or situation. Forgive us and show us the 
pathway we need to follow to obtain that forgiveness. We forget that your son was also 
human and showed us how to be the best of ourselves in humility and in love. Forgive us and 
help us to live by Jesus’ example. Amen. 
 
Sung Assurance: “Don’t Be Afraid”  MV 90  2x 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear. 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near. 
 
Learning With Our Children: “Making Promises”  
Bill – Explain what “confirmation” is, and membership, etc. 
 
Hymn: “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” VU 575 
I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 
I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 
I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 

Re-affirmation of Baptismal Faith 
 
The New Creed 
We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 



       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others  by the Spirit. 
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God's presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope.  
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 
Statement of Purpose 
The Church is a community of people with varied gifts, united by the Holy Spirit. We gather to 
celebrate God’s presence, to discern God’s truth, and to follow the way of Jesus. 
By our baptism we are made members of Christ’s church and begin a journey of faith. 
 
Members of the Church Board – Presentation of the Candidates 
It is our delight to welcome and confirm into full membership in The United Church of Canada 
and in Trinity Memorial United Church Nathan Donnely and Lauren Palmer who are declaring 
their desire to join with us as part of God’s people.   
 
They join us through confirmation of membership. Their willingness to join us on our shared 
Journey is a blessing to us and each of them.  May God watch over us in this action of faith and 
in our walk together.   
 
Bill 
In Christ Jesus there is no longer strong and weak, male and female, gay and straight, rich and 
poor, old and young, or mother language and English as a second language but by the Grace of 
God, we all are one. All equally in need of Gods’ love and equally blessed by God.  
 

Profession of Faith and Promises 
Do you believe in God, Source of love; in Jesus Christ, love incarnate; and in the Holy Spirit, 
love’s power? 

  Please respond by saying: I do, by the grace of God. 
 
Will you follow in the way of Jesus Christ, resisting oppression and evil, seeking justice, and 
witnessing to God’s love for all creation? 
Please respond by saying: I will, God being my helper. 
 
Will you follow the way of Jesus Christ?  
Please respond by saying: I will, God being my helper. 
 
Will you join with your brothers and sisters in this congregation to share in the life, work, and 
ministry of Jesus Christ? 
Please respond by saying: I will, God being my helper. 

 

 

 

 



Congregational Commitment 

Let us pledge to youth our continued support and care.  

Congregation   

We will continue to support you, walk with you, and grow with you. With God’s help, we will 
live out our baptism as a loving community in Jesus Christ: nurturing one another in faith, 
upholding one another in prayer, encouraging one another in God’s work. 

Laying on of Hands - Bill 

The power of the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born of water and the Spirit, you may 
continue to be a faithful witness of Jesus Christ.    
All: Amen. 

Prayer for the Candidate(s) 
Let us prayer for these new members of Christ’s church: 
O Holy God, from us you create a new thing, from our hopes and dreams you offer the world a 
vision of unity and community.     
Through your Christ we are one. 
By your Spirit we are your people. 
By your Spirit we are called to serve you.  
In Christ we welcome these people into our family of faith.  
May they be blessed by our fellowship. 
May they be a blessing to your Church. 
May we be one family in Christ. 
Watch over us all Loving and Compassionate God.  Amen 
 
Sung Response:  
“Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary”   MV 18  (2x) 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy tried and true; 
with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living Sanctuary for you. 
 
Sharing the Peace and offering a welcome to one another: 

One: The peace of Christ be with you  
All: And also with you. 
 
Hymn: “She Comes Sailing on the Wind (She Flies On)” VU 380 
R) She comes sailing on the wind, her wings flashing in the sun; 
on a journey just begun, she flies on. and in the passage of her flight, 
her song rings out through the night, full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 
 
Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth, 
like an empty cradle waiting to be filled. 
And from the heart of God the Spirit moved upon the earth, 
like a mother breathing life into her child. 
Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight 
when the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form. 
Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight, 
and then down the ages still she flew on. 

R) She comes sailing on the wind, her wings flashing in the sun; 
on a journey just begun, she flies on. and in the passage of her flight, 
her song rings out through the night, full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 
 
To a gentle girl in Galilee, a gentle breeze she came, 
a whisper softly calling in the dark, 
the promise of a child of peace whose reign would never end, 
Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart. R)  



 
Flying to the river, she waited circling high 
above the child now grown so full of grace. 
As he rose up from the water, she swept down from the sky, 
and she carried him away in her embrace. 

 R) R) She comes sailing on the wind, her wings flashing in the sun; 
on a journey just begun, she flies on. and in the passage of her flight, 
her song rings out through the night, full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 
 
Long after the deep darkness that fell upon the world, 
after dawn returned in flame of rising sun, 
the Spirit touched the earth again, again her wings unfurled, 
bringing life in wind and fire as she flew on. R)  

 
WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD 

Scripture Readings: 
 Isaiah 45:1-7 , Matthew 22:15-22  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon: “Eavesdropping” Tim 

WE RESPOND IN LOVE AND ACTION 
 
Hymn: “I Am a Child Of God”  MV 157 

I am a child of God, I am a glimpse of God’s new creation. 
I am a child of God, I am a child of God. 
 
I am an endless prayer, I am a yearning for contemplation, 
I am an endless prayer, I am an endless prayer. 
 
I am an angry voice, I am compassion and consternation, 
I am an angry voice, I am an angry voice. 
I am a cry for peace, I am commitment and dedication, 
I am a cry for peace, I am a cry for peace. 
 
I am a song of joy, I am the moment of jubilation, 
I am a song of joy, I am a song of joy. 
 
Prayers of the People and all the World   Bill 
 
Prayers shared from the chat: Tim 
 
Holy God, you hear our words; you hear our hearts. We are known and heard deeply, 
graciously, constantly. Confident in this grace, we sing together the words that Jesus taught 
us… 
 
The Lord's Prayer [Sung]: VU 960 
 
Acknowledging Our Gifts for the Work of God: Tim 
 
Prayer of Dedication: Tim 
These are the gifts of God, given for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164#hebrew_oth_reading


Hymn: “Go, Make a Diff’rence”   MV 209  
R) Go make a diff‘rence.     We can make a diff’rence. 
    Go make a diff’rence in the world. (2x) 
 
We are the salt of the earth, called to let the people see 
the love of God for you and me. We are the light of the world, 
not to be hidden but be seen. Go make a diff’rence in the world. R)  
 
We are the hands of Christ reaching out to those in need, 
the face of God for all to see. We are the spirit of hope. 
we are the voice of peace. Go make a diff’rence in the world. R)  
 
So let your love shine on, let it shine for all to see. Go make a diff‘rence in the world. 
And the spirit of Christ will be with us as we go. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. R)  

 
 
Commissioning and Benediction: Tracy 
We are the light and love of God! 
Let us go out into the world and challenge its chaos with the good news that God’s love is for 
all! Through our witness, promises, and discipleship, may we spark the fire of God in others. 
Amen. 
 
Sung Response: “May God’s Sheltering Wings”    MV 214 
May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 
And hold you in her love, and hold you in her love. 

Postlude 

 

Thank you for Connecting for Worship 
Today’s Leadership included 

Preaching: The Rev. Tim Bowman 
Presiding: The Rev Tracy Fairfield & The Rev. Bill Booth 

Musician – Donna Poncelet 
Song Leader & Soloist: Deborah Handley 

Technical Support: Jeremy Wright 
 


