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This morning we have something a little different for you and I’m really quite 
excited about it.  There are four people who are going to be publically pledging 
their lives to Christ and to His church in the waters of baptism. 
 
I’m going to let each of the baptizees introduce themselves when we get to that 
stage, but I wanted to start with an introduction or explanation about what these 
people are doing and why getting wet is such a crucial part of the Christian 
journey. 
 
Being a Christian is about discipleship.  Now discipleship is one of those words 
we use a lot but often don’t have a good idea what it looks like practically.  We 
know discipleship means following Jesus, but by looking at how we usually live 
most church attendees think that if you’ve prayed a prayer and given some 
money then you are a disciple. 
  
But when we look at the Scriptures there is a bit more to discipleship than 
something that passively happens after we accept Jesus’ gift of salvation.  But 
the confusion is a bit justified because when we look to the Bible to define 
discipleship rather than a single definition we get a progression of definitions that 
start with virtually no commitment and steadily increase to extreme commitment.   
 
And we see this progression increase the closer Jesus gets to the cross, and the 
longer His disciples have been with Him.   
 
And so what I want to do for the next few minutes is look at a couple texts that 
show this progression and then explain why baptism is such an important part of 
this process.  The first text comes out of John chapter 1.  And this passage is 
about Jesus calling the first of His disciples.  There we read: 

The next day, John (the Baptist) was standing with two of his 

followers. Jesus walked by. When John saw Him, he said, `Look, 

see God's Lamb!' The two followers heard what John said, so 

they went after Jesus. 

Jesus turned. He saw them coming after Him. He said to them, 

`What are you looking for?' They said, `Teacher, where do you 

live?' 
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Jesus said, `Come and see.' They went and saw the place 

where Jesus was staying…. They stayed with Jesus the rest of 

the day. Andrew was one of those two followers... He was Simon 

Peter's brother. The first thing Andrew did then was to find his 

brother Simon. He said, `We have found the Messiah!' (John 

1:35-41) 

So this text takes place at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry – literally John 
tells us this happened the day after Jesus was baptized.   
 
And so on day two of His ministry career Jesus puts out an invitation to the first 
two people who wanted to follow Him.  And the words Jesus uses in this 
invitation are “Come and see.”   
 
Now a disciple is someone who follows Jesus, and discipleship starts wherever 
you met Jesus for the first time and progresses from there.  But here we see that 
in that initial encounter there is very little Jesus asks of us.  His offer to Andrew 
didn’t involve a request for money or a requirement he put on his best suite and 
come to church or join a small group; He just invited him to come and see.  And 
when Andrew and the other guy accepted Jesus’ offer they became disciples. 
   
Now notice that at this point they didn’t know much about Jesus, they certainly 
had no idea where following Jesus was going to take them, but they were in… at 
least for now. 
 
And this is the thing with discipleship.  Being a disciple of Jesus does not mean 
having everything figured out.  Being a disciple of Jesus starts with simply 
wanting to know more.   
 
But then something happens.  A disciple doesn’t stay at this stage long, she 
can’t.  And that’s because discipleship is about following Jesus and Jesus 
doesn’t stand still.  He was on the move 2000 years ago, and He is on the move 
today.  So friends, if you have decided to follow Jesus then you have to be 
prepared to move, to change, because however hard Jesus has worked to get 
you where you are today this isn’t the goal.  You haven’t arrived.  There is 
something more.   
 
So if you are someone who has been a disciple of Jesus for more than a day 
then you aren’t a disciple simply because you prayed a prayer, you are a disciple 
if you are continually becoming a Christ-ian, becoming more like Christ.   
 
And that’s what we are going to see as we jump forward two and a half years to 
pretty much the end of Jesus’ career.  We will pick the story up in Matthew 16 
where Jesus makes it clear where discipleship goes after come and see.  So 
here is the setting: 
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Most of Jesus’ miracles are already finished.  He has already fed the 5000, 
walked on water, healed lepers, calmed storms, restored vision and raised the 
dead.  On top of this Jesus has already introduced most of His new teaching.  He 
has finished the Sermon on the Mount and taught people about the Kingdom of 
God and given all sorts of parables to illustrate His ideas but still His disciples 
didn’t really understand Him. 
 
They knew He was incredible.  They knew He could work miracles but they still 
thought that when Jesus spoke about the Kingdom He was actually talking about 
an earthly kingdom that would push out the Romans.  And so by following Jesus 
they thought they were putting themselves in line for powerful and prestigious 
positions. 
 
But Jesus’ kingdom is a totally different kind of kingdom.  And positions of 
prestige in His kingdom are gained in a totally different way from what they were 
thinking.  So in Matthew 16 Jesus gives us the final piece of the discipleship 
puzzle and explain what a mature follower looks like.  We read: 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He 

must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the 

elders… and that He must be killed and on the third day be 

raised to life. 

Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. “Never, Lord!” 

he said. “This shall never happen to You!” 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to Me; you do not have in mind the concerns of 

God, but merely human concerns.” 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Whoever wants to be My 

disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow Me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for Me will find it. (Matthew 16:21-25) 

 
Here Jesus gives a picture of what it means to be His disciple.  And what He 
says is that a mature disciple takes up their cross and follows Him. 
 
Now we wear crosses as jewelry, but the only people who took up their cross in 
the first century were convicted criminals on their way to die.  So “take up your 
cross” was not a cool saying Jesus adopted from pop-culture.  He meant come 
and die. 
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And I think everyone will agree that there is a big progression between “Come 
and See” and “Come and Die”.  These are not the same thing!  But this is the 
journey of discipleship that every person who follows Jesus takes. 
 
There is no such thing as a disciple who stays at the “come and see” stage.  
Because a disciple is a person who follows Jesus, and Jesus didn’t stand still.  
He went to the cross.  And so if we are following Him then this is where we go 
too.   
 
And the death we die as we follow Christ is a death to ourselves.  We die to 
ruling our lives and turn the rule of our lives over to Christ.  We die to our own 
desires and adopt instead Christ’s desires for us.  We die to our preferences and 
instead learn how to put the preferences of others before ourselves.  And 
sometimes the death Jesus calls us to goes beyond even this to the point where 
we actually die physically. 
… 
Now unlike Come and See, Come and Die is not a place we arrive at.  As long as 
we have breath in our lungs there is always a bigger step to take.  So there isn’t 
anyone here today who has arrived as a disciple and can take it easy.  Even if 
you’ve been following Jesus for 90 years He isn’t done with you yet, so disciples 
continually ask themselves “in what area of my life does Jesus want me to stop 
focusing on myself and make Him Lord?  Where do I need to come and die? 
… 
Now when we talk like this we need to admit upfront that Come and die 
discipleship costs everything, but there is a huge promise attached to it that 
makes it worth it.  Jesus says when we follow Him we end up living the way we 
were created to live and so experience the abundance of life He designed for us 
in the beginning.  The life Jesus lived with God’s power so evident all over it is 
real life, and when we put Jesus first and die to ourselves we get to live that life.   
 
So discipleship is the process Jesus takes us through from Come and see to 
come and die in order to truly live.  And Jesus wants us to keep becoming 
disciples and make disciples.  This is why at the end of Matthew He says: 

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
So people get baptized in obedience to Jesus when they realize that they can’t 
stay at the “Come and see” level.  They realize that it isn’t enough to just come to 
church, sing the songs and watch passively from the sidelines as God moves.  
Every disciple has to move from Come and see to come and die, and baptism is 
really step two in the discipleship journey.  It’s the point where we go from 
watching Jesus to saying I’m going to invest myself into obeying Jesus whatever 
the cost.  I’m going to follow Your lead to the cross, I’m in. 
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And this is what baptism symbolizes.  When we go down into the water it is a 
picture of us dying to our old life and to sin, and then when we come back up out 
of the water it pictures us rising with Jesus to new life.  This is why in Romans 
Paul tells us: 

Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into His death?  We were therefore buried with 

Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life. 

For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we will 

certainly also be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 

(Romans 6:3-5) 

So let me ask you, do you want to live in the power of Jesus’ resurrection?  If 
yes, then realize that following Jesus isn’t about you, it is about moving from 
come and see to come and die.  It’s about giving Jesus control in your life.  And 
when you do you find that this is where true life is – life like the kind Jesus lived. 
 
And this is what the four people who are entering the waters of baptism today are 
saying.  They are saying the life I’ve lived to this point isn’t a good spot to stop 
and I’m plunging in for good.  I’m past come and see, I’m learning to come and 
die because I’m not content with this life, I want to join Jesus, I want the new life 
He offers.  And I want to be united with Him in resurrection both today and 
forever. 
 
So for the rest of us the challenge, as we watch these baptisms, is to ask Jesus 
“Where are you calling me to follow You as a disciple?”  Because the fact is 
Jesus is calling all of us to move from where we are.   
 
Now maybe you’re at a spot today where you are just hearing Jesus say “Come 
and see.”  If that’s you then check it out.  There is something real going on in 
these people’s lives.  And you can have that too.  So come and see. 
 
Or maybe you have been checking Jesus out but haven’t jumped in for good.  If 
this is you then if you are going to be a disciple you need to do what Jesus says, 
and that’s get baptized – this is step number two.  So come and talk to me and 
we will fill this tank again.   
 
Others of you have passed “come and see” and you’re on the road to come and 
die.  If that’s you then ask Jesus “What’s next for me?  What do you want to 
change in me?  I’m ready to come and die, because I want to really live. 
 
Those are the questions disciples ask and the progression they walk.  And that’s 
why getting wet is such a big deal.   


