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A celebration of light and life at the Sorrento Centre 
Blessing of the solar panels: May 9, 2019 

With thanks to St. Andrew’s and St Thomas’s Lutheran Churches for selected passages. 
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Gathering 
 

Priest: In the name of the Creator, the source of light; in the name of Christ, the light of the 
world, who on Easter morning rose with the dawn; and in the name of the Spirit, who dances 
with the sun. May the sun’s presence rise among us! 

 
Introduction 
 

Deacon: We gather on the traditional and unceded lands of the Secwepemc people. As the first 
peoples have done for millenia, we look to the sky and honour the sun as the source of life and 
warmth, seasons and food. In recent decades, however, the reality of human-caused global 
warming has made us realize that our behaviours can alter the impact of the sun on our planet. 
We rejoice today that this new solar array will reduce our carbon footprint, caring more 
effectively for God’s good creation, the work of our generous and gracious God. 

 
Opening prayer 

 
People: God of Light and Life, you have accompanied generations around the globe, 
through bright times of generosity and dark times of waste. Today walk with us as we 
proceed forward into a future that honors our environment and cares for the next 
generation who will journey with you. Amen.  

 
Hymn: This Little Light of Mine (traditional) 
 

[Chorus] 
 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Let it shine ‘til Jesus comes. I'm gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine ‘til Jesus comes. I'm gonna let it shine. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Hide it under a bushel - NO! I'm gonna let it shine.  
Hide it under a bushel - NO! I'm gonna let it shine. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  
 
Our new solar panel, we’re gonna see it shine. 
Our new solar panel, we’re gonna see it shine. See it shine, see it shine, see it shine. 
 
[Chorus] 

 
Readings 
 
A story of the goodness of light: A reading from Genesis 1:14-19 
 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
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separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 
A story of the source of life: A reading from Psalm 36: 7-9 [A re-telling by Nan C. Merrill] 
 

How precious is your steadfast love, O Companioning Presence.  
We, your children, take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
We feast on the abundance of Gaia, the Earth; 
You invite us to drink from living streams of Life.  
For in you is the very source of Life and in your light do we see light.  

 
A story of light shining into darkness: A reading from John 1:1-5 
 

In the beginning the Word already was. The Word was in God’s presence, and what God was, 
the Word was. He was with God in the beginning, and through him all things came into being. In 
him was life, and that life was the light of mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has never mastered it. 

 
Thanksgiving: Words of gratitude expressed by The Rev’d Michael Shapcott, Deacon 
 
Prayer for the Day  
 

Deacon: The Lord be with you. 
 
People: And also with you.  

 
Deacon: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole earth for 
your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of 
things seen and unseen. We give you thanks, O God, as we dedicate this solar power array to 
your glory and praise. We celebrate the sun you have made as the source of light, warmth, and 
energy. Help us to discern how we are connected with all living creatures under the sun—all 
dependent on the sun for life. Creator God, may we have the wisdom to appreciate the 
goodness in your creation. Gracious God, may we experience your ever-renewing bounty with 
awe and gratitude, and may we use it wisely. Holy God, may this simple act of harnessing your 
eternal light help us escape the global heating that our generation is causing your creation. 
Teach us to sense the risen Christ as a presence that brings hope with the dawn.  
 
People: Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

Priest: We call upon the moon and the stars and the sun, which govern the rhythms and 
seasons of our lives and remind us we are part of a great and wondrous universe, and we ask: 
  
People: Teach us O God, and show us the way. 
 
Priest: We acknowledge the current of electricity binding us to a grid of energy flowing above 
our heads, through our walls, and weaving throughout our lives. 
  
People: Connect us O God, and show us the way. 
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Priest: We are part of the cosmos, within us, around us, God’s prevailing love shines in all 
people. Help us to serve one another with compassion and humility.  
 
People: Heal us O God, and show us the way.  

 
Priest: We live by the sun, We move with the stars. Bless these Panels as they provide energy 
for the church and inspiration in the community. In the name of God who created and continues 
to create, God who redeemed and continues to redeem, God who sustained and continues to 
sustain. Bless these panels and this community now (+) and forever. 
  
People: Amen.  

 
Hymn: This Place (Words: Herbert O’Driscoll; Music: Gaelic melody – Morning has broken) 
 
Sunrise and bell tower, waking the sleeper, 
Mist on the lakeshore, melting away. 
Children know freedom: love is their keeper. 
Campers, cabanas, welcome the day. 
 
Sacred this soil, from dawning creation, 
Fields of the Spirit, hunter and brave. 
Sacred this day to Jesus Redeemer, 
Crucified, rise, mighty to save. 
 
Here is a place, to seek transformation. 
Here is a place, to walk a new way. 
Here can be chosen, deep conversation, 
Solitude, silence, moments to pray. 
 
When the soul longs, for solace and healing, 
When the world hides, all goodness and grace, 
When there is pain, that numbs every feeling, 
There can be comfort, here in this place. 
 
When the mind fears, all futures unfolding, 
Knowledge and faith, seem futile and frail. 
Here in this place, God’s presence upholding, 
Learning is fearless. Trust does not fail. 
 
Place above all, of joyful belonging; 
Walls between heaven, and earth become thin. 
Here is a place, of deepest encounter. 
Here the heart opens; God enters in. 
 
Dismissal: 
 

Deacon: Christ calls us to be disciples, to serve with love and compassion, to serve Earth by 
caring for creation. May the Risen Christ, whose presence is proclaimed with the dawn, fill all of 
us with hope and peace, light and warmth, justice and love. 
 
People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia!! 


