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Living Life
Fully and Wisely

Ecclesiastes 11:1-10

A Review
1. ‘Under the sun’ – a closed

system with no reference to
God (1:3,9, 2:11)

‘Under the hand of God’
(2:24) / ‘Under heaven’ (3:1)
– life with a reference to God

2. Not simply ‘under the sun’
but ‘under the hand of God’

» Living with a mindset of
living gracefully before a
good God

» In spite of the hardships of
life that all experience

I. It’s not about
Control but

Living Faithfully
Ecclesiastes 11:1-5

Send out your bread upon
the waters, for after many
days you will get it back.
Divide your means seven
ways, or even eight, for you
do not know what disaster
may happen on earth.

Ecclesiastes 11:1-2

Live Boldly
» ‘send out your bread upon

the waters’ - in time it will
return to you with a blessing

» Perhaps a reference to
shipping (Solomon’s fleet sails
once every 3 years)

» Live in  confidence and trust
under God’s hand
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Not Foolishly

» Divide your risk

» Many shipwrecks!

» Some projects come to
fruition/others not

Just as you do not know how
the breath comes to the
bones in the mother’s womb,
so you do not know the work
of God, who makes
everything.

Ecclesiastes 11:5

Not Control Over
Times & Outcomes

» The tree falls where it lies (v3);
the wind blows as it may (v4)

» We do not control the big
picture – such is the hand of
God (v5)

Ruach - Spirit
» Breath (NRSV), wind (NIV) - v5

» God is our maker (Psalm 121)
who is in control of the big
picture

» A call to trust/let go of the
need to control all things

In the morning sow your
seed, and at evening do not
let your hands be idle; for
you do not know which will
prosper, this or that, or
whether both alike will be
good.

Ecclesiastes 11:6

II. It’s not about Gain
but Fruitful Labour

Ecclesiastes 11:6
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Profit & Gain
» A major theme of the book

is about the mad rush for
profit/gain (2:11, 5:10-11)

» Living as if stuff will satisfy

» Living such is a misdirected
life – losing sight of what is
essential

Work Fruitfully
» Do not let your hands be
‘idle’ (v6) or
down/discouraged

» Work fruitfully before God
and achieve what you are
able

Making the Most
of Your Time

» It’s not about beating the
system but fruitful labour

» Not caught up in gain but
good productive work -
making the most of your
time (Ephesians 5:16)

Light is sweet, and it is
pleasant for the eyes to see
the sun.

Ecclesiastes 11:7

III. It’s not about
Living Foolishly
but Living Fully
Ecclesiastes 11:7-10

Life/Light is Sweet

» It is pleasant/pleasing (good)

» Life ‘under the sun’ can still
be pleasant

» The warm sun on the skin!
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Live Life
Enthusiastically

» Rejoice – joy (v8) – let your
heart be cheerful (not
asceticism)

» Follow the inclination of your
heart but do so within a
paradigm of justice for all

Heart
» Equals the centre of your

mind, will, volition

» Speaks to your core – your
inner life

» Not meaning live simply for
pleasure but live according
to the ‘true self in you’
(Ephesians 4:22-24)

Banish anxiety from your
mind, and put away pain
from your body; for youth
and the dawn of life are
vanity.

Ecclesiastes 11:10

Banish Anxiety
» Do not live full of anxiety,

vexation, frustration, cynicism

» We are invited to live fully
‘under the hand of God’

» Discouragement comes from
another source which veers us
away from our source of peace

IV. How do we move in
this direction of

fullness?

» Keep filling up our well with
resources of replenishment
(prayer, scripture, praise,
community)

» The power of symbols to
remind us in the everyday -
Numbers 15:39
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We are not called to suspend
earthly life in the hope of
eternal life but rather to live
out eternal life as earthly life,
embracing the reality of the
latter as firmly and as
affirmingly as God did in
becoming incarnate in Jesus.

Iain Provan


