
Open in prayer. Read Scripture out loud together. Go through STAR. 
 
James 2:14-26 (NLT) 
14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith 
but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save 
anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or 
clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm 
and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or 
clothing. What good does that do? 
 
17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good 
deeds, it is dead and useless. 18 Now someone may argue, “Some 
people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you 
show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my 
faith by my good deeds.” 
 
19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good 
for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in 
terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is 
useless? 
 
21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be 
right with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the 
altar? 22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions 
made his faith complete.  
 
23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed 
God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was 
even called the friend of God. 24 So you see, we are shown to be right 
with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 
 
25 Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right 
with God by her actions when she hid those messengers and sent them 
safely away by a different road. 26 Just as the body is dead without 
breath, so also faith is dead without good works. 
 
 



As You Read: (STAR) 
Stop – What is at the front of your thoughts today, what is taking your 
attention? In a prayer of surrender name those things to God. 
Take a Breath – Become aware of your breathing and as breath in invite the 
Holy Spirit to make His truth come alive in you and as you exhale release 
those distractions we named in step 1.  
Accept and Connect to Jesus – Our desire is to experience the presence of 
God in such a way that we are changed by our encounters with Him. Re-read 
the Scripture text silently and ask yourself if any examples come to mind 
from your life.  Then re-read it again and ask yourself if any examples come 
to mind from the life of Jesus or any other lives from the Bible.  
Respond – Did anything come to mind as you read? Did you feel like God 
was putting his finger on anything in your life or encouraging you or giving 
you a word or picture for someone else? Feel free to share and ask for 
prayer in this area. 
 

(Extra devotional questions below) 

a)  In verse 14 Pastor James makes a bold statement saying, real faith is 

accompanied with action, the two are not separate, they are one and if you say 

you have faith in Jesus but your faith in Jesus is not accompanied by action (love 

your neighbor, look after the poor in spirit, forgive one another, don’t get drunk 

on wine instead be filled with the Spirit, etc), James is asking the believers if it’s 

really possible to declare such a thing and have saving faith? What do you think 

about that? If you were to ask someone close to you about your faith and action 

what do you think they would say? Does your faith make any difference in your 

life? In the life of others?   

 

b) What does the Bible say about a person who goes through life believing good 

deeds is good enough for salvation and a life that honors God? Galatians 2:16, 

Romans 5:12-21; John 6:60-63 

 

c) Were you surprised by James description of how demons have faith there is one 

God, they believe it and it causes them to tremble in terror. Why doesn’t our faith 

in the one God cause us to tremble in terror? Now they tremble out of fear of 

destruction, so how should we respond towards the one God? 

 

d) Do you feel like your faith is dead without works? Ask Jesus to come and breathe 

life into you by His Spirit. Ask Him what areas of your life need to be impacted by 

saving faith! Ask God what areas you could do good deeds fueled by your faith! 


