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Foundations 

5. Fall 

Genesis 3:1-13 Dan Bidwell, Senior Pastor 

Sunday 18 October, 2020 

 

At our house we love cooking shows on TV, and one of our favourite cooking shows is Masterchef. 

On Masterchef there are all kinds of elimination challenges. But there is one elimination challenge that 
always gets our family fired up. It’s the challenge where the contestants have to taste a particular dish, 
and then name one of the ingredients in it. And the first person to get one wrong goes into elimination... 
Of course, the mystery dish is always very complex – perhaps something Asian, or an Indian curry, or 
something built with layer upon layer of subtle flavours.  

And inevitably someone gets it wrong. 

Our Bible passage today is like a complex dish – not a mystery dish, but one with lots of components, 
lots of elements. As I was preparing, there were so many things I wanted to say, so many things we 
could say, and some questions that our text doesn’t answer. And so I’m aware as we read over Genesis 3 
that each of us might pick up on different ingredients, different ideas that maybe I won’t speak about.  

Fortunately this is not an elimination challenge – it doesn’t mean you’re wrong if I don’t bring up the 
idea you’re interested in. It’s just a chance for us to talk about it later – maybe at Bible Study? The Bible 
Study notes this week are outstanding, and give plenty of detail that we’ll be digging into later this 
week. Or maybe it’s a chance to re-read the passage with a friend and get into a discussion that way. 

Because this passage that we just read, the passage that describes the Fall, or original sin, whatever you 
want to call it – it’s a passage that is super-important for us because it describes our story in the world. 
Each of us follow in the footsteps of Adam and Eve when it comes to rebelling against God, and this 
passage helps us to understand who we are and why we need Jesus so much.  

So why don’t we pray that God would speak to our hearts this morning, that he would teach us, but that 
he would also remind us of his grace to us in Jesus. Will you pray with me? 

Loving Father, as we come to this part of the Bible that many of us know so well, help us not to 
push you away, but instead help us to hear your word afresh. Will you remind us of your 
goodness, of your authority over us, and of our great need for you. Teach us about our 
sinfulness, but also about your great love. In Jesus’ saving name we pray. Amen. 

1. Questioning God 

Of course over the last few weeks we have been focusing on the early chapters of the Bible. The 
chapters that teach us about the foundations of who we are, and how God has made us to live in the 
world. And up to this point in the story, we have seen the goodness of God’s creation. It was good, it 
was good, it was very good was the chorus that God spoke over everything that he made. 
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But Genesis 3 begins with the serpent questioning whether everything was as good as God had said it 
was... (3:1) 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

Perhaps the first big surprise of Genesis 3 is the serpent. Where did he come from? Why can he talk? 
Was that normal? Was the serpent evil? And if so, how did he come to be in God’s perfect and unspoiled 
garden? 

We see the serpent through the lens of the New Testament – where the serpent is identified with the 
devil: (Revelation 12:9 c.f. 20:2) 

that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray 

But that’s not how Adam and Eve saw the serpent. Genesis 3:1 tells us that the serpent was “more crafty 
than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.” More crafty, perhaps, but still one of the 
creatures that the Lord God had made. 

Was the serpent evil? Here we are told that he was crafty. Pharaoh used that same word to describe 
Joseph, but in a positive sense – Joseph was “discerning” and wise.1 The same word was used for 
Solomon’s wisdom in 1 Kings 4. And Jesus taught his disciples as they went out on mission to be as 
shrewd as snakes – same word again – and as innocent as doves (Matthew 10:16). 

So was the serpent evil? That’s not how he’s described. Was he the devil? Looking at the text in front of 
us, perhaps looking through Adam and Eve’s eyes, it certainly doesn’t appear so. 

Commentator David Atkinson puts it like this: 

In Genesis 3 the snake does not appear as the devil. The voice of temptation is not the voice of 
evil. If Satan is present, he is carefully masked. He is hidden in the everydayness of a creature in 
the Garden.2 

And that’s how the voice of temptation comes to us normally as well, isn’t it? We’re not usually faced 
with a snarling devil offering us the desires of our heart, usually something that appears much less 
dangerous – something much more everyday.  

It’s in the company of friends or business partners that we find ourselves in a compromising situation; 
whether it’s overindulgence, or unhelpful conversation, an unexpected moment of connection with 
somebody you find attractive. Or perhaps it’s temptation that comes to us in the form of good things – 
the desire for comfort that leads to overspending or over-eating to compensate; the desire for status 
that leads us to pride or to tread on others to get what we want; the desire for wealth that leads us to 
covetousness or greed; the desire for attention that leads us into romantic fantasies about something 
more, or someone more… The voice of temptation is usually hidden in the ordinariness of our daily 

 
1 Genesis 41:33, 39 
2 David Atkinson, The Message of Genesis 1-11, 81. 
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routines. And that’s why the devil is so crafty – he hits us when our defences are down, and he 
questions whether there is really anything wrong with doing what we’re tempted to do… 

“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

The tempter causes us to question God’s word, and the goodness of God’s word.  

By the way, the tempter is what Satan is called in Matthew 4:3 while he was tempting Jesus. And Jesus 
famously responded by remembering that man doesn’t live by bread alone but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God. Jesus trusted God’s word. 

But here the serpent undermines God’s word. He sows a seed of doubt about God’s word. Presumably 
he knows what God told Adam back in Genesis 2:16-17 

2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 
eat from it you will certainly die.” 

Compare that with the serpent’s question in Genesis 3 (both on screen) 

“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

No, actually God said they were free to eat from any tree in the garden. God gave them permission to 
eat to their hearts content from any tree they desired, except for one. 

Eve knows the commands. Perhaps Adam had told her – after all, Eve had not yet been formed back in 
Genesis 2:17. But reading Genesis 2:3, it sounds like Eve had heard God personally give the command. 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’” 

The verse is clear – Eve knew about the prohibition, and she understood the consequences.  

But again the serpent questions God’s word. v4 – 
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman.  

God says one thing, the tempter says the opposite. Who do we listen to? As humans we are good at 
inventing reasons for doing the wrong thing. It won’t hurt anyone. It’s just some innocent fun. I deserve 
this. The consequences can’t be that bad… 

The serpent tempts Eve to question God’s word. Just because the Bible says so, is it really true? Surely an 
intelligent, modern woman like you wouldn’t believe such outdated rubbish? Surely a man like you 
wouldn’t believe that nonsense, when all the world can see that it’s OK? There are no moral absolutes. 
The universe won’t punish you for doing what is perfectly natural… 

Those are the whispers, aren’t they? Undermining God’s goodness. Surely a good God would give us 
everything we wanted? Surely if he truly wanted to bless us, he wouldn’t withhold any good thing from 
us?  
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The whispers also undermine God’s word, and his promises. Making us question whether God is up to 
keeping his promises. Whether God has authority to execute his promises. Whether sin even matters, or 
if it’s just a doctrine made up to keep us in line. 

God’s goodness. God’s word. God’s authority. And even God’s divinity: v5 
5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 

The serpent holds out the possibility that somehow, humans could become like God. That God was 
restricting some knowledge from us, keeping us as mere creatures, rather than allowing us to become 
like himself!  

The first step towards sin is to question God. To question God’s good motives. His good provision. His 
good word. His authority. His majesty. Undermine those and you are on a slippery slope. 

2. Tasting Evil 

Our second big idea today is: Tasting Evil. 

Eve is sold by what the serpent says. She looks at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil with a new 
perspective:  

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. 

Previously only God had made proclamations about what was good in creation. Now Eve decides for 
herself what is ‘good’, what she thinks blessing looks like. In eating, she makes a statement about the 
new right and wrong. The rules the way I would write them… 

She takes and eats, and gives some to Adam (v6) who was with her. He eats also. 

Men, did you notice that? Adam stands by passively. There is a word here for us. Somebody once said: 
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” 

Adam did nothing. He could have spoken truth. He could have rebuked the serpent, a creature whom 
Adam himself had named – one of the creatures that Adam and Eve were given dominion over. Adam 
could have done anything. 

But he didn’t. 

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul tells us that Adam wasn’t deceived (1 Timothy 2:14). No, Adam 
had no excuse for his sin. Just unadulterated desire for more than what God had already given him, 
which his ridiculous, because Adam was already the ruler over the entire creation. But that wasn’t 
enough. 

They both wanted what God had forbidden to them. 

PAUSE [Genesis 2:9 on screen] 

Now what exactly was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? Back in Genesis 2 it was one of two 
trees specifically named amongst all the other trees. By the way, back in Genesis 2:9 all the fruit trees 
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are described as ‘pleasing to the eye and good for food’ – it’s not like the fruit trees sprouted broccoli 
and only the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was appealing. All the trees held appealing fruit. 

But in the middle of the garden were the tree of life (2:9) and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. Why would God put this forbidden tree in the middle of the garden? Again some people argue that 
God is cruel for putting it there, tormenting and tempting the people he created so that he can strike 
them down. 

But that doesn’t gel with the goodness of creation. If God is good, and he can only act in ways that 
reflect his character, then we can’t see the tree of the knowledge of good and evil as some kind of cruel 
torment. 

Instead we have to see it as part of the way that God has created the world. He has given humans free 
will, he has given us the moral responsibility to live and act in the world and to make our own decisions. 
But those decisions come with consequences. That’s part of living in a relationship with someone else. If 
we are completely selfish, if we just do what pleases us, it has consequences for those around us.  

Being made in the image of God, our relationships were made to imitate the relationships within the 
trinity. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are our example of how to live in community with the interests of 
others in mind. The Son doesn’t grasp at the Father’s role – we saw that in Philippians 2 a few weeks 
ago. Instead he is happy to remain in the role of Son, with no less dignity than if he’d been the Father. 
And the same goes for the Holy Spirit. 

But Adam and Eve – when they had the opportunity to become like God, they couldn’t wait. I’ve said 
before that I grew up in the kind of private school where success is prized above all else. They practically 
held classes on how to push other people over on your way to the finishing line. You might have had a 
different experience, but as sons of Adam and daughters of Eve, we’re all carry the genetics of our first 
parents when it comes to grasping for more. 

Adam and Eve thought that they would become wise by eating from the tree. And in one sense they did. 
Their eyes were opened to evil… 

Years ago I was travelling in France by myself. My father had arranged for me to stay with a work 
colleague, somebody he had met while they were working on a deal. I had a lovely weekend with this 
family and their young kids. Until the moment I was about to leave, and the father said to me: it was 
nice to meet you. 

His 7 year old son’s face fell immediately. Papa, c’est un inconnu? Daddy – he’s a stranger? All weekend 
the parents had told the kids that we were old friends. A white lie perhaps, but when the boy found out, 
he was horrified to think that his parents allowed a stranger into their home. Worse, perhaps, that they 
had lied to him! 

There’s a moment for all of us like that, when we know good and evil. It happens in every relationship. 
Our parents let us down. Our kids let us down. Or friends let us down. Secrets come to light that make 
you question everything you thought you knew about a person. Or worse, your eyes are opened to your 
own capacity for evil… 
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That was Adam and Eve. (v7) Their eyes were opened and they realised they were naked – a symbol of 
their exposure. Where previously they had nothing to hide, now they feel shame. They’ve tasted evil. 

And that bring us to our third big idea: shifting blame. 

3. Shifting Blame 

Adam and Eve don’t just hide their nakedness, they hide from God. As if God perhaps might not notice 
what they’ve done.  

But the all-knowing God knows. And he confronts Adam. (v9) 

The Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 
ate it.” 

Adam shifts the blame in two directions. Do you see it in v12? 

The woman you put here with me 

Adam blames the woman for giving him the fruit. And he blames God for giving him the woman… 

He accepts no responsibility for his own actions.  

The woman does similarly (v13): 

“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

It is the serpent’s fault, she claims. 

It strikes me how easily we shift the blame when we do something wrong. Other factors might well have 
been at play, other people, other influences, we might even blame God for our circumstances. But at the 
end of the day we are each responsible for the choices we make in this world. 

New Testament writer James said: 
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their 
own evil desire and enticed.15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when 
it is full-grown, gives birth to death. (James 1:13-15) 

Don’t be deceived, James finishes. 

It’s tough preaching a sermon about sin. The world has spent thousands of years downplaying the 
seriousness of sin. Does God really say that there are consequences for the way we act? Does God even 
care? Why should we listen to God when there are so many fun things we could do in life? God is just a 
kill-joy… That is the message that the world has been preaching about sin for thousands of years.  
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But this passage today reminds us that sin lurks inside every one of us. Each of us would have done the 
same thing in our first parents’ place. The world likes to say that people are intrinsically good, and that 
with enough education we can eradicate evil. Don’t be deceived, brothers and sisters.  

We all question God. We all have tasted evil. And we all want to shift the blame away from ourselves. Or 
minimise sin. Or however you justify yourself. 

But this passage is our story as much as it is Adam and Eve’s. The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. 

And I don’t say this to induce guilt. This passage helps us understand ourselves. It helps us understand 
how we tick, why we’re prone to anger or jealousy or lust or whatever sins beset you. God doesn’t give 
us this passage to condemn us. The rest of the Bible from Genesis 3:14 onward is the story of God 
redeeming us from our sinful nature, a story which finds its fulfilment in the death of Jesus on the cross 
in our place, in the ultimate act of God’s love for us. But more of that next week. 

Genesis 3:1-13 is a complex passage with a simple message. When we live apart from the way that God 
intended us to live, things get messed up fast. That’s not good for us, or those around us, and it has 
serious consequences that we’ll explore next week. 

But our sin is not the end of the story. God wants to fix our sin problem. He wants to restore us to life 
the way he created it to be. And it starts with us acknowledging our sin problem, and turning back to 
God. 

PAUSE 

Jesus taught us to how to do that in, in the simple words he taught his disciples to pray – the Lord’s 
prayer. Will you pray them with me? 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Further Prayers: Joanna Bidwell  

Father, with humble and contrite hearts we come before you in prayer, acknowledging our need to 
repent of our sin. We are sorry for our sins against you and against others. We are sorry that it was our 
sin that took Jesus to the cross. Thank you for Jesus’ death and resurrection, so that in him we have 
forgiveness of sin, restoration of relationship with you, the gift of the Holy Spirit and heaven to look 
forward to.  

Lord, help us to trust you in all things, that we would trust that your way is best and to trust that always 
know what is best for us. We ask you Father to help us to be obedient to your will. 

As a church family we are mourning the loss of our brother in Christ, John Holder. Thank you for the joy 
we have in knowing that he was your servant and is with you now in glory. We continue to pray for 
John’s extended family as they grieve and pray for your comfort in their lives. 

We ask you to lift up those who are seated in places of authority in our nation – President Trump, those 
representing us in the United States Senate, in the U.S. House, and in our state. 

We pray for the upcoming election, trusting that you will do your sovereign will. Help us to represent 
you, Lord, in the way that we speak about the candidates, the policies and the process. Give us grace, 
patience and wisdom as we take our part in the democratic process. 

We bring all of these things before you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, Amen 


