
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Prelude: ‘Jacob’s Ladder’

The Greeting
 
Presider           
Blessed are you, holy and living One,
you send forth your Spirit
and renew the face of the earth. Amen. Alleluia!  

The Collect for Purity

Presider
Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise:
‘Come, Ye Thankful People, Come’

Common Praise #262
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During the playing of the hymn’s tune we will reflect
on the words silently in our hearts.

Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home!
All is safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin;
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied:
come to God’s own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home!

All the world is God’s own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and weeds together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown;
first the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear:
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest-home!
Gather thou thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there forever purified,
in thy presence to abide:
come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest-home.



The Collect of the Day

Presider
Let us pray.

After a brief silence the Presider offers the Collect of
the Day.

O God, patient and forbearing, strengthen our spirit
when we are slow and temper our zeal when we are
rash, so that in your own good time you may produce
in us a rich harvest from the seed you have sown and
tended; through Jesus Christ, the promise of a new
creation. Amen.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

The First Reading:  Genesis 28.10-19a

Before the Reading the Reader says,
A reading from Genesis.

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He
came to a certain place and stayed there for the
night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the
stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay
down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a
ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to
heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and
said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father
and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will
give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the
north and to the south; and all the families of the
earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring.
Know that I am with you and will 



keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what
I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep
and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place — and I did
not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the
stone that he had put under his head and set it up for
a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that
place Bethel.

After the Reading the Reader says,
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 139.1-12, 23-24

Psalmist
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

1

Lord, you have searched me out *
and known me.

2

You know my sitting down and my rising up; *
you discern my thoughts from afar.

3

You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.

People
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.



4

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

5

You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.

6

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

People
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

7

Where can I go then from your Spirit? *
Where can I flee from your presence?

8

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.

9

If I take the wings of the morning *
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10

even there your hand will lead me *
and your mighty hand hold me fast.

People
The Lord is full of compassion and
mercy.

11

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me,*
and the light around me turn to night.”

12

Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as
the day; *

darkness and light to you are both alike.

People
The Lord is full of compassion and
mercy.



13

Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *
try me and know my restless thoughts.

14

Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

People
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

The Second Reading:  Romans 8.12-25

Before the Reading the Reader says,
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to
the flesh, to live according to the flesh – for if you
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is
that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ – if, in fact, we
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with
him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God; for
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own
will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of 



the children of God. We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we
were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

After the Reading the Reader says,
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Alleluia

Presider
Alleluia. Alleluia. Your word shall accomplish that
which you purpose,
and prosper in the thing for which you sent it.
Allelluia. Alleluia.

The Gospel:  Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43

Before the Gospel the Deacon says,
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

[Jesus] put before them another parable:  “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.
And the slaves of



the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did
you not sow good seed in your field?  Where, then, did
these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy
has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you
want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No;
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them
in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.’ ”

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And
his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of
the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

After the Gospel the Deacon says,
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon:  
The Ven. Richard Geoffrey Leggett



After the Sermon we have a period for silent
reflection.

The Apostles’ Creed

Deacon
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the
Father,
and he will come again
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

Intercessions, Petitions and Thanksgivings

Leader of the Prayers
Let us offer our intercessions, petitions and
thanksgivings trusting that God is at work renewing
all of creation, saying, ‘Hear us, O God.’ In the Spirit we
pray:
Hear us, O God.



O God, may your promised reign of justice and peace
grasp us and fill the hearts of all who claim Christ as
Lord.  In the Spirit we pray:  Hear us, O God.

Make your justice grow in our land, so that the victims
of this age will find shelter in its branches.  In the
Spirit we pray:  Hear us, O God.

Inspire those whose decision influence the lives of
others, so that they may discern wisely and act
compassionately.  In the Spirit we pray:  Hear us, O
God.

Bless artists, poets and writers with the creative
touch of your word and make them avenues of your
vision.  In the Spirit we pray:  Hear us, O God.

Give health and peace to all the oppressed, to all the
needy, to all who live in fear, to all the sick and to all in
any need or trouble.  In the Spirit we pray:  Hear us, O
God.

Gather all the departed into the peace of life eternal. 
In the Spirit we pray:  Hear us, O God.

O Master of might and merciful Judge, in our
weakness we turn to you for help.  Hear us, and come
to our rescue. You have promised to hear our prayers
if we raise them in the name of Jesus, in whose name
we now pray. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Deacon
Jesus Christ, risen and ascended, we come to you in
sorrow for our sins, and confess to you our weakness
and unbelief.  In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us
and help us.



We have lived by our own strength, and not by the
power of your resurrection.  In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as
faithless and not believing. In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived for this world as it is, and doubted the
world as you would have it become. In your mercy,
forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.

Presider
May the God of love and mercy forgive you and free
you from your sins, heal and strengthen by the Holy
Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Exchange of the Peace

Presider
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Offertory Hymn:
‘You Are Salt for the Earth’

Common Praise #502

You are salt for the earth, O people:
salt for the kingdom of God!
Share the flavour of life, O people:
life in the kingdom of God!

Bring forth the kingdom of mercy,
bring forth the kingdom of peace;
bring forth the kingdom of justice,
bring forth the city of God!

You are a seed of the Word, O people:
bring forth the kingdom of God!



Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice
grow in the kingdom of God!

Bring forth the kingdom of mercy,
bring forth the kingdom of peace;
bring forth the kingdom of justice,
bring forth the city of God!

We are a blest and a pilgrim people
bound for the kingdom of God!
Love our journey and love our homeland:
love is the kingdom of God!

Bring forth the kingdom of mercy,
bring forth the kingdom of peace;
bring forth the kingdom of justice,
bring forth the city of God!

The Prayer over the Gifts

Presider
Let us pray.
O God, accept our praise and thanksgiving. Help us in
all we do to offer ourselves as a true and living
sacrifice; through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.



The Lord’s Prayer

Presider
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY
 
The Concluding Prayer
 
Presider
Let us pray.
 
After a brief silence the Presider offers the
Concluding Prayer.

Living God, may we who have heard your Word forever
serve you in faith, hope and love. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Doxology
 
Presider           
Glory to God,
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from
generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.



Announcements

The Blessing of the Community
 
Presider
May the Spirit who hovered over the waters  when the
world was created
breathe into being the life God wills for all creation.
Amen.
 
May the Spirit who, with the Virgin Mary,
caused eternal Word to become incarnate among us
make you joyful in the service of God. Amen.
 
May the Spirit who set the apostles on fire
upon the day of Pentecost bring the world alive with
the love of the risen Christ. Amen.
 
And the blessing of the holy and undivided Trinity, one
God, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Recessional Hymn:
‘Lord, We Hear Your Word with Gladness’  

Common Praise #447

Lord, we hear your word with gladness:  
you have spoken – we rejoice:
words of love and life and freedom – 
help us make their truth our choice!
Now in holy celebration 
for your Word we worship you;
spoken, written, known in Jesus,
our today to prove anew.
 
You have spoken; yours the fullness,
ours the wealth of this your Word:
debtors, then as living letters,
we must make our gospel heard!
By your Spirit’s power transform us;
shed your saving light abroad



For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY

The Concluding Prayer

Presider
Let us pray.
O God, we are strengthened by your Word, may our
lives be a continual offering, holy and acceptable in
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Doxology

Presider
Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God
from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

The Blessing of the Community

Presider
May the Spirit who hovered over the waters when the
world was created breathe into being the life God wills
for all creation. Amen.

May the Spirit who, with the Virgin Mary, caused the
eternal Word to become incarnate among us make you
joyful in the service of God. Amen.



May the Spirit who set the apostles on fire upon the
day of Pentecost bring the world alive with the love of
the risen Christ. Amen.

And the blessing of the holy and undivided Trinity, one
God, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Recessional Hymn:  
‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling’  

Common Praise #486

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Finish, then, thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee,
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.

The Dismissal

Deacon
Go in peace trusting that God’s love will renew the
creation. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude:  ‘Lead Me, Lord’


