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WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS 
CMBC April 18, 2014                                                                                  Matt. 27:41 – 43 

“Who am I that He should die for me.” 
 
The Bible says: But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8  
That was never more the case than the swirl of events around Jesus’ 
crucifixion. 
 
Think of the mess of that day! It seemed to be out of control. 

 Judas betrayed Jesus for a few pieces of silver 

 He committed suicide 

 The lies and false accusations of the religious leaders 

 The fickle crowd shouted, “No not him. Give us Barabbas,” turning their 
back on Jesus who had healed hundreds of them. It was the 
uncontrolled mindless rebellion against God. 

 The lethargy of the sleeping disciples 

 Peter’s total collapse, his lying and cowardice 

 The horrible abortion of justice 

 Pilot breaking his own laws 
 

It just goes on, a swirling, sick, dizzying, confusing cesspool of sin. The whole 
world seemed to have gone mad. 
 
But even in the scoffing words,  
      God’s plan was being carried out  
         and God’s Word was being proclaimed,  
               without the speaker realizing  
                     the truth of his words. 
 
When Pilate asked the crowd who they wanted released, Barabas the murder 
whom they hated or Jesus the healer, they shouted, “Barabas”. 

 [22]  “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate 
asked.  
They all answered, “Crucify him!”  
[23]  “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”  
[24]  When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an 
uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the 
crowd. “I am innocent of this man's blood,” he said. “It is your 
responsibility!”  
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[25]  All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our 
children!”  

 
Caiaphas argued “It is expedient that one man should die for the nation.” He 
did not understand the reach or grasp of his words. John 11: 49 – 50   
John 18:14 
The priests jeeringly shouted, “Others he saved, himself he cannot save,” 
words spoken as a splendid testimony to Jesus. 
 

1. JESUS HAD SAVED OTHERS 

a. The Blind man for whom no one cared. 

b. The Leper of whom others were afraid 

c. The Woman with the blood disease whom no one else saw 

d. Mary who sin and madness caused her to be despised 

e. Lazareth who was beyond hope  
 

2. JESUS SAVED THEIR SPIRITUAL LIVES 

a. The man who was lowered through the roof – Jesus forgave his 
sin 

b. The adulterous woman 

c. The blind man who was thrown out of the temple – Jesus took him 
in 

If he was to save others then 
 

3. HE COULD NOT SAVE HIMSELF 

a. It wasn’t the NAILS that killed him 
i. John 10: 17 & 18 [17]  The reason my Father loves me is 

that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. [18]  No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father.”  
 

ii. John 18: 11 – 12 Jesus commanded Peter,  
 
“Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father 
has given me?” [12]  Then the detachment of soldiers with 
its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus, and 
they bound him. 
 

b. It was HIS LOVE THAT KEPT him on the cross. 
i. “Unless this man is so consumed with love that he is ready 

to die, he will come off the cross and destroy these 
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mockers.” 
 

ii. There was no other way but to lay down his life on the cross 
 

iii. Luke 24:46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ 
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, [47]  and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. [48]  You are 
witnesses of these things.  
 

iv. Hebrews 9:26 But now he has appeared once for all at the 
end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. [27]  Just as man is destined to die once, and after 
that to face judgment, [28]  so Christ was sacrificed once to 
take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a 
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those 
who are waiting for him.  
 

c. How awful sin is in the eyes of God 

d. How amazing is Jesus love for us. Jesus invites you to the cross.   


