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THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION 
CMBC August 25, 2013                                                                       Matthew 28:1 – 10 

 
This isn’t Easter but in our study of the Gospel of Matthew, the final chapter 
caps the message of the whole book.  
 
Luke 24:[44]  He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms.”  
[45]  Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
[46]  He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, [47]  and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. [48]  You are 
witnesses of these things.  
 
In this last chapter of Matthew you have the story of the resurrection and the 
Great Commission. In the resurrection Jesus’ purpose and victory is 
accomplished, and in the Great Commission, the agenda for the disciples and 
the church is set. 
 
Today we discuss the resurrection and refresh our understanding of the 
power of the resurrection. 
 
Many founders of religion have died, some even as martyrs, but there is a 
uniqueness about the resurrection of Jesus that no one else has or can 
accomplish. 
 
1. The Uniqueness Of The Resurrection 

a. More than coming back to life 
i. More than being raised from the dead 
ii. There are recorded in the Bible a good number of people who died 

and came back to life. Hebrews11:35 tells us that women 
received back their dead, raised to life again. 

iii. Never is this seen to be, or declared to be a resurrection. 
iv. They all died again. 
v. They all just came back to the same life they had earlier. 
vi. But resurrection is more than that. This is more than coming back 

to life. 
 

b. This is eternal life 
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i. Resurrection means that there is now eternal life 
ii. Eternal life isn’t just being alive again. 
iii. Eternal is a unique divine gift. 
iv. The life that we have now came about when God, at creation, 

breathed into our nostrils, and we came alive. 
v. The curse of sin destroyed that life and we all die because of it 
vi. Eternal life is also a gift from God, when the curse of sin has been 

defeated. 
vii. This is a new life. 
viii. John 11:25  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; [26]  and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  

 
c. A new eternal body 

i. What is more, in the resurrection we receive a new body that is 
now without sin, and without the effects of sin 

ii. A body that would never die 
 

2. Evidence of Jesus’ Resurrection 
a. Evidence of being alive 

i. Jesus did rise from the dead 
ii. He was alive and the evidence was there by all who saw him 

Acts 2:31  “Seeing what was ahead, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, 
nor did his body see decay. [32]  God has raised this Jesus to life, 
and we are all witnesses of the fact.  
 

iii. One could believe that that was it. He came back from the dead 
like many others have. 

iv. There is more in the resurrection, but the evidence is clear that he 
did come back to life. 
 

b. Furthermore the evidence is there of being more than a spirit 
i. This is not just a spirit or a vision 
ii. He was truly alive. 
iii. He invited his disciples to touch him 
iv. Luke 24:36  And just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself 

was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with you,” 
he said. [37]  But the whole group was startled and frightened, 
thinking they were seeing a ghost!  
[38]  “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts 
filled with doubt? [39]  Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can 
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see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a 
ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I do.”  
 
[40]  As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet.  
[41]  Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. 
Then he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” [42]  
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, [43]  and he ate it as they 
watched.  

v. He was able to eat food. 
 

c. Evidence of a glorified body 
i. But it was a different body, a glorified body 
ii. Jesus after His resurrection wasn’t limited to the laws of nature as 

we know it today. He entered into a locked room, his body moving 
transported from one place to another. 
 

3. Jesus Power In The Resurrection 
Here is what makes this coming back from the dead, this resurrection 
most unique. 
Romans1:3  regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a 
descendant of David, [4]  and who through the Spirit * of holiness was 
declared with power to be the Son of God * by his resurrection from 
the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

a. The resurrection conquered death - the curse of sin 
i. Because of sin, we all will die. There is no hope for us. 
ii. But then Jesus died in our place, took the punishment for our sin. 

He was buried.  
iii. But because he was without sin, the grave, death could not hold 

him, and he was resurrected.  
iv. This is more than just coming back to life. 
v. By the power of the resurrection death had been defeated. The 

curse of sin had been defeated. 
vi. This had never been done before. 

 
b. The resurrection conquered the curse of a weak body 

i. The resurrection also defeated the wrecking of our body, wrecked 
by the curse of sin. 

ii. The resurrection made it possible for a new body, free from pain, 
sickness and death. 
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iii. A body with all of the potential God intended for us, a potential far 
beyond anything we know today. 
 

c. The resurrection also defeat of Satan 
i. Satan’s goal is to defeat God and His righteousness. 
ii. Satan’s declaration is that none of us need God, that we can be 

our own gods.  
iii. His purpose is to destroy everything that God has made. 
iv. If he was able to keep Jesus in the grave, or to only allow Jesus to 

come back to life again, but have to face death again – then Satan 
would have defeated God 

v. He is a powerful foe. 
vi. The resurrection was the clear evidence that Satan was defeated. 

God’s power is able not only to put down Satan, but also to rescue 
us from the devastating grip of Satan’s power over us. 
 

4. Our Power In The Resurrection 
a. The gift of eternal life 

i. Because of the resurrection Jesus is able to give us eternal life 
ii. 1 Peter 1:3  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, [4]  
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept 
in heaven for you, [5]  who through faith are shielded by God's 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed 
in the last time.  

iii. We have the hope of our own resurrection 
 

b. The gift of righteousness 
i. Because of the resurrection we are able to receive the gift of 

righteousness 
ii. Free from the curse of sin 
iii. Robed in the righteousness of Jesus 
iv. Able to enter into the presence of God 

 
c. The power over sin 

i. Because of the resurrection we have Christ’s resources not to sin 
ii. Philippians 3:10  I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, [11]  and so, somehow, to attain to 
the resurrection from the dead.  


