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Family Stories

God’s Gift of Himself
Luke 11:1-13

• Family Stories are about relationships

•We see that Jesus was committed to
relationship – with the Father, with
the disciples, with the church

• The parables today talk about our
relationship with the Father

Instruction on Prayer

Luke 11:1-4

He was praying in a certain place, and
after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to
pray, as John taught his disciples.’ He
said to them, ‘When you pray, say:

Luke 11:1-2a

The Example of Jesus
• ‘he was praying’ – Jesus’ habit of

prayer (3:21,6:12,9:18, 9:28)
“Now during those days he went out
to the mountain to pray; and he
spent the night in prayer to God.”
(Luke 6:12)

• Prayer as  spiritual discipline

• A disciples’ request (v1b)
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‘The Lord’s Prayer’
Two statements of Praise
i. Father (Abba) may your name be

hallowed

ii. My your kingdom reign/ be
established on earth

Three Petitions Requested

i. meet our daily needs (v3)

ii. Forgiveness for our sins (v4a)

iii. Keep us from being swamped by
trials and temptations (v4b)

A Prayer for Ordinary Life

•May I know more of you in my day to
day

A Lesson on Prayer

Luke 11:5-8

Three Actors

• A traveller

• A host

• A friend

The Parable

• The traveller arrives at midnight and
the host has no provisions; the host
rises, goes to his friend and asks for
help
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The Lesson
• Jesus says the friend will comply with

the request because of his persistence
(v8) or shamelessness (vulnerability)

• So God hears our authentic cries for
help – it is not simply about
badgering God

Further Analogies on Prayer

Luke 11: 9-13

Keep going to God in a
relationship of intimacy

Ask Seek Knock
• Ask – seek – knock and you will be

heard (stated 2x)
• Ask – humility
• Seek – action backing up the request
• Knock – perseverance
• Promise – you’ll be heard

From Lesser to Greater

• Does a parent give a snake instead of
a fish?   A scorpion instead of an egg?
(v11-12)

• How much more will our Father give
to us good things? (v13)

From Friends to Parents
• God hears our requests and will

supply our needs (even more than
friends or parents)
•We can go to God at any time (even

midnight!) and he is ready to grant
our requests as we are praying with
open & authentic hearts

Going Forward

… how much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those

who ask him!
Luke 11: 13b
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God’s Desire

• God desires to give more of himself to
us (the Holy Spirit)

•More of his grace /his presence which
will help us to stand in any
circumstance

Seek the Best

• It is an invitation to not settle for
things, possessions, comfort, security

• Seek what is greater – to be filled
with the Holy Spirit of God

Do We Want Him?
• If we want more of God we have to

ask, seek, knock - we have to want
him

• He does not force himself on us but if
we are hungry he will fill us up (Luke
12:30-31)


