
10/23/2018

1

Family Stories

Grace of the Long View
Matthew 13:24-30

School Is In Session

• Context Matthew 13:1-3a

• Jesus takes up the role of teacher

• Previously Jesus taught directly
– Sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-
7)

• Now he teaches indirectly using
parables (v3)

• He introduces a cast of imaginative
characters to do so

Why Parables?

• Jesus has been facing resistance

• He changes his methodology to a
parabolic one to tease the listeners
to reflect on his message

A Sharper Focus

• Jesus is focusing now on his true
disciples – those who are keen to
understand, who have not closed
their minds

The reason I speak to them in
parables is that “seeing they do
not perceive, and hearing they
do not listen, nor do they
understand.”

Matthew 13:13
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“For this people’s heart has grown
dull, and their ears are hard of
hearing, and they have shut their
eyes; so that they might not look
with their eyes, and listen with their
ears, and understand with their heart
and turn— and I would heal them.”

Matthew 13:15

Retelling the Parable

Agricultural Variety

• The area surrounding the Sea of
Galilee was and is a lush area of
growth (Mediterranean climate &
water!)

The Kingdom of Heaven/God

• This parable introduces a farmer who
sows good seed on his fields

• During the night an enemy
(competitor)comes and sows
weeds/darnel (v25)

• The servants of the farmer come and
tell him that weeds are growing
amidst the wheat
• They ask whether they should pull

the weeds out
•Weeds is the word ‘darnel’ which

speaks of a grass that appears similar
to wheat
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• The farmer tells them no – let both
grow together otherwise we will
disturb the wheat

•We will deal with both at the harvest
(v30)

• The darnel will be burnt for fuel; the
wheat stored for food (v30)

Understanding the Parable

In the Context of
Jesus’ Ministry

• Jesus sows the good seed (v37)
the field = the world (v38)

• The evil one / the enemy sows the
weeds (v38b)

• The parable speaks of resistance to
the Kingdom of God

• Not a defeat in the message of love
and compassion but resistance to it

• Competing values, attachments,
blocks get in the way – encouraged
by the evil one

• It is obvious that Jesus knew
resistance – from both religious
leaders and Roman power structures
- combined it results in Christ’s
crucifixion

In the Context of the Church
• The church as a mixture of good and

evil
•We are a mixed bunch – wolves in

sheep’s clothing
• Also personally desiring and resisting

God
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• In the end goodness will win out

•We go forward in hope but there is
also a call to not become complacent

•We do not need to ‘play God’

• It is not our responsibility to judge
others

• The wheat will not be overtaken –
leave the judgement with God

A Future Reckoning
• The righteous will shine like the sun in

the Kingdom of the Father (v43)
• Evil will be destroyed/removed (v41)

- ‘Sin & evildoers’ (lawlessness) = will
be rooted out

- Lawlessness – making your own
law matter above the law of love

Final Application
of the Parable

An Invitation to
Make a Decision

• Come to the Father

• Give up resistance

• Partner with God’s work in the world
now

A Call for Patience

• To not give up on yourself or others

• God is a compassionate and patient
(long suffering) God

• The wheat and darnel grow together
– the farmer says wait!
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A Compassionate God

• He understands us best of all

• He knows the inner workings of
everyone

•We are quick to judge; God thinks of
the best for everyone

A Parable of Grace

• Seasons of Grace

• God takes the long view

• Our job is to say ‘yes’ to God; serve
him; trust in his refining love


