
Oct 18, 2020  ▪  The Church of St. John the Divine 

Choral Evensong: St Luke 
We acknowledge these ancestral territories of the Lekwungen people. 

Officiant: The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum.  
Music:  Choral and Organ Scholars of the Church of St. John the Divine 

A note about COVID-19 safety: Please remain in your places through the service except in case of emergency. 
The toilet, located through the door at the front left, is for emergency use only. At the end of the service, after 
the clergy have left, please feel free to leave during or after the organ voluntary, maintaining  physical 
distance. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

A note about language: In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder 
– realising that any language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may 
seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the 
metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are 
never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to 
help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Order of Service 

Organ prelude 
Please stand as the clergy enter. 

The Responses  Musical setting: Wm. Smith (1603-45)  
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 Cantor: Praise ye the Lord. 
 Choir: The Lord’s name be praised. 

Psalm    Psalm 67 
Please sit for the Psalm, but stand at the final ‘Glory be to the Father…’ 

 God be merciful unto us, and bless us * and shew us the light of his countenance, and be 
merciful unto us; That thy way may be known upon earth * thy saving health among all nations. 
Let the people praise thee, O God * yea, let all the people praise thee. O let the nations rejoice 
and be glad * for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Let 
the people praise thee, O God * let all the people praise thee. Then shall the earth bring forth 
her increase * and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing. God shall bless us * and all 
the ends of the world shall fear him. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 



 2 

First Lesson    Ecclesiasticus 38.1-14 
Please sit during the reading of the lesson. 

Magnificat  Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: June Nixon (b. 1942) 
Please stand. 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy 
is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he 
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good 
things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  remembering his mercy hath holpen his 
servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Second Lesson   Text: Luke 4.14-21 
Please sit during the reading of the lesson. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: J. Nixon 
Please stand. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 
All may join in reciting the creed. 
 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended 
into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The 
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 
 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please sit or kneel for the prayers. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

First Collect, of the day: 
  Almighty God,who inspired Luke the physician to proclaim the love and healing power of your 

Son, give your Church, by the grace of the Spirit and the medicine of the gospel, the same love 
and power to heal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey 
thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 

perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem    Text: Collect for the 3rd Sunday after Epiphany. Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
Please sit as the choir sings the anthem.   

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities, 
and in all our dangers and necessities stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intercessions 
Please sit or kneel for the intercessions. 

Response to the Prayers  Text: Latin. Music: Melchior Franck (b. 1579-1639) 
Da pacem Domine in diebus nostris. Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Sermon 
Please sit 
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Final Hymn   Text Edward Plumptre (1821-1891) Music: HAYDN, Attr. F. J. Haydn (1732-1809) 
In line with current Covid regulations the congregation is asked not sing. 
Words are provided for meditation on the text of the hymn; please sit as the choir sings the hymn. 

Your hands, O Lord, in days of old, were strong to heal and save; 
they triumphed over pain and death, o’er darkness and the grave. 
To you they went, the blind, the mute, the palsied and the lame, 
the leper set apart and shunned, the sick and those in shame.  

And then your touch brought life and health, gave speech and strength and sight; 
and youth renewed, with health restored, claimed you, the Lord of light. 
And so, O Lord, be near to bless, almighty now as then, 
in every street, in every home, in every troubled friend. 

O be our mighty healer still, O Lord of life and death; 
restore and strengthen, soothe and bless with your almighty breath. 
On hands that work and eyes that see, your healing wisdom pour, 
that whole and sick and weak and strong may praise you ever more. 

The Blessing 
Please stand. 

Organ Voluntary  

Please remain seated until you can leave maintaining appropriate physical distance. 
If you wish to make a contribution towards the ministry of the Church of St John the Divine, you will 
find a collection plate at the exit. 
Thank you for attending tonight’s service. We wish you a pleasant and safe week.  
There are recycling bins for this service sheet by the exit, as well as hand-sanitizing stations. 
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EVENSONG LESSONS OCT 18 2020 

Ecclesiasticus 38.1-14 

Honour physicians for their services, 

   for the Lord created them;  

for their gift of healing comes from the Most High, 

   and they are rewarded by the king.  

The skill of physicians makes them distinguished, 

   and in the presence of the great they are admired.  

The Lord created medicines out of the earth, 

   and the sensible will not despise them.  

Was not water made sweet with a tree 

   in order that its power might be known?  

And he gave skill to human beings 

   that he might be glorified in his marvellous works.  

By them the physician heals and takes away pain;  

   the pharmacist makes a mixture from them. 

God’s works will never be finished; 

   and from him health spreads over all the earth.  

 

My child, when you are ill, do not delay, 

   but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you.  

Give up your faults and direct your hands rightly, 

   and cleanse your heart from all sin.  

Offer a sweet-smelling sacrifice, and a memorial portion of choice flour, 

   and pour oil on your offering, as much as you can afford.  

Then give the physician his place, for the Lord created him; 

   do not let him leave you, for you need him.  

There may come a time when recovery lies in the hands of physicians,  

   for they too pray to the Lord 

that he will grant them success in diagnosis 

   and in healing, for the sake of preserving life.  

Here ends the First Lesson 
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Luke 4.14-21 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 

about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their 

synagogues and was praised by everyone.  

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written:  

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free,  

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 

all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’  

Here ends the Second Lesson 

 


