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BY MARIAN LUCAS JEFFERIES

A year ago a 40-something-year-old mother volunteered
at the Soweto Home Based Care Givers Co-op. She was
dedicated to teaching people about HIV and AIDS
prevention. Her husband brought the disease home to

her and left when she was diagnosed. When I saw her in
December, the Soweto homemakers were caring for her, her six
children and her mother. She was emaciated and needed crutches
as well as two people to help her get to the living/dining room of
the two-bedroom home where she wanted to talk to me. The week
before I met her she was hospitalized for treatment of  a foot
infected with gangrene. As a former nurse I was surprised her
foot was not amputated before her release. Upon further
reflection I understood why scarce and valuable health care
resources would not be used on an end-stage AIDS patient. Her
health problems would be resolved soon enough.

December 2007 was my third trip to Soweto, South Africa, one
of  the black townships in the greater Johannesburg area.
Although I thought I was aware of  the HIV/AIDS crisis on my
other two visits, I realize now that I am only just beginning to
understand the immensity of  the situation. An article I read in a
newspaper at the Johannesburg airport told me there are now
more than 500,000 –– that’s half  a million –– CHILDREN infected
with HIV in that country alone. Who can imagine that much
suffering?

Members of  the Soweto Home Care Givers Co-op work with
people who could never afford to pay for care. The co-op’s funding
comes from the Canadian Co-operative Association’s Co-op
Development Fund (CDF), a fund supported by local co-ops and
credit unions and individual co-op and credit union members.
The Primate’s World Relief  and Development Fund (PWRDF) of
the Anglican Church of  Canada is also a supporter.

I visited the Soweto Co-op on behalf  of  the CDF to
evaluate the project and perhaps offer suggestions for the

future. I found the number of  co-op workers had grown to 22 and
continues to grow. I found they were blessed by the contributions
of  15 volunteers, and that they continue to care for more than 500
families. I also found, however, that the workers and their
patients continue to live in abject poverty with no clean (let alone
running) water, no toilets or sanitation systems, and not enough
food. Yet they still remain committed to their mission –– to
restore dignity, ease suffering and provide quality health care to
those who are living with and dying of  HIV/AIDS.

The mother of  the 40-something-year-old woman with the
gangrenous foot lies in bed at night afraid to check on her
daughter, in case she finds her dead under the covers. She is also
terrified she will not be able to care for her six grandchildren ––
four school age, one two years old, and a four month old baby
who needs regular physiotherapy for a mysterious joint problem.
I pray with God’s help as well as the help of  the Soweto
homemakers, she will cope.

Living with HIV and dying from AIDS

In January of 2007 the woman with the crutches taught HIV/AIDS prevention for the Soweto Home Based Care
Givers Co-op. Her husband brought the disease home to her and left when she was diagnosed. This is the way Ms.
Lucas Jefferies found her in December of 2007.  The Soweto homemakers now care for her, her six children and her
mother. She has a foot infected with gangrene. It was not amputated because scarce and valuable health care resources are
not used on an end-stage AIDS patient. Her health problems will be resolved soon enough.

MARIAN LUCAS JEFFERIES

Please see Soweto homemakers on  page 7

BY ANA WATTS

The Chelsea
Nisbett who
sang in the
Junior Choir
at St. John
the Baptist
in Riverview
was a cute-

as-a-button little girl.  She

From junior choir in Riverview to the ECMAs in Fredericton
started singing solos in public
at the church’s Young
Musicians Prog ram under
former organist James Duffett.
The Chelsea Nisbett <http://
www.chelseanisbett .com/>
nominated for two East Coast
Music Awards (ECMAs) <http://
www.ecma.com/splash.asp> is a
confident and beautiful young
woman with a mature voice,

strong faith and a successful CD.
“I’m really excited to have

four showcases and to be
nominated for two ECMAs this
year,” says the singer,
songwriter and Dalhousie
University student who plans to
take the summer away from
work and school to take her
music on an East Coast
Canadian tour. “I’m going to do

my music full-time this summer
and the tour starts in May.”

During her junior choir days
Chelsea used to put pictures of
herself  on blank cassette tapes
and pretend they were her own
recordings. Now that she is a
fourth-year French student at Dal
looking toward an education
degree from Mt. St. Vincent, her
picture appears on the cover of

her own real CD New Beginnings
and it garnered her nominations
for the Gospel Recording of  the
Year and African-Canadian
Recording of  the Year categories
at this year’s ECMAs held in
Fredericton Feb. 7-10. The
recording has already won her
Inspirational Artist/Recording of

Please Chelsea on page 2
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N E W S   &   V I E W S

the Year from Music Nova Scotia.
Chelsea and the other Gospel

Recording nominees Evangeline
Inman, Richard Paul, the
LaPointes and the Kelly J. Band,
sang on the Gospel Stage of
Sunset Church on Saturday
night, Feb. 9. She and Universal
Language, Neveah, Faith
Antoine, Gary Beals, Jordan
Croucher and Trobiz Musiplex
sang on the Black Vines stage
at the Musiplex later that night
vying for the African-Canadian
Recording of  the Year award.

Chelsea’s father Tom Nisbett
is active in this diocese and lives
near Moncton. Chelsea now lives
near Halifax with her mother
Virginia and is active in the
Vineyard Church in Lower
Sackville.

Results of the ECMAs were not
available at press time but are
now on the association’s
website.

Chelsey still active
in her church

Additions to
Les Petrie
obituary

The obituary for the Rev.
Les Petrie that appeared
in the January New
Brunswick Anglican
omitted the parishes of
Harvey and  Simonds
from the list of those he
served during his
ministry in this diocese.
The Parish of  Simonds is
now the parishes of  Saint
James Lakewood and All
Saints Loch Lomond. The
New Brunswick Anglican
regrets the omissions.

Continued from page 1

4th Annual CSF March Retreat

What is Spiritual Direction or
Accompaniment?

 March 7-9

Villa Madonna

Rothesay

commences with a community meal at 5:30 p.m.on the 7th

Layreaders are encouraged to attend.

Sister Caroline Dawson

will lead us in reflection on

The Ministry of Spiritual Direction

or spiritual accompaniment ––

walking with individuals on their spiritual journeys

and supporting them as they try to follow the lead of God in their lives.

The spiritual Director or Companion is someone who

* listens with sensitivity and compassion

* fosters a contemplative atmosphere of trust and safety

* is non-judgmental in approach

* respects confidentiality

* respects the freedom of others to make choices for themselves

* stays with and supports through struggles and difficulties.

The spiritual director or companion is someone who walks with another
person on her/his spiritual journey.

In the process of sharing with another in spiritual direction,

we become more aware of the presence of God

in our daily lives and inner experiences.

We are encouraged to respond to God’s personal invitation

with openness and trust.

For further information please go to the

Companioned Spiritual Formation website:

http://anglican.nb.ca/csf/>http://anglican.nb.ca/csf/

or telephone the Rev. Canon John Cathcart

506/450-0013

The registration fee for this retreat is $150

it includes accommodations and six meals

Bursaries are available

Q U I E T
D A Y

The Rev. Canon
George Porter,
DPhil., director of
diocesan youth
action, facilitated a
Quiet Day at St.
Clement’s Church
in Dumfries. He
focused on silence
in the Spiritual
Journey and
challenged the
participants to
include silence in
their prayer lives.
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T H E   B I S H O P ’ S   P A G E

P R I N C I P A L
E N G A G E M E N T SSpiritual formation helps us to be disciples

Bishop Miller is on
sabbaatical until May 15.Lent is the 40-day road to

Easter. On our journey
we are supposed to

search our souls and seek
repentance while we pray, fast
and study the scriptures. Lent
mirrors Jesus’ 40-day retreat
into the wilderness where he
triumphed over Satan and
prepared for the worldly
ministry that would end in
triumph at his resurrection.

We don’t include the
Sundays between Ash
Wednesday and Easter in Lent
because we continue to
celebrate the resurrection on
those days. They remain feast
days, and many a child who
refrains from potato chips or
video games during Lent takes
full advantage of  that
moratorium. Perhaps a few
adults who deny themselves
wine or chocolate give
themselves a break too.

The habit of  giving-up
something we like and enjoy
for Lent is not a bad one,
especially if  we save a bit of
money in the process and
donate it to a worthy cause.
But why stop at Easter? The
Gospel lesson we heard on Ash
Wednesday has a lot to say
about how we approach our
wealth: “Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy,
and where thieves break in and

steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not
destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”
(Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21)

The subsequent Lenten
Gospel readings for this year
recount Jesus’ blessings and
miracles –– he gives sight to
the man born blind, brings his
dear friend Lazarus back from
the dead, offers Living Water to
the woman at the well. Imagine
the gratitude that filled the
hearts of  these recipients of
Jesus’ blessings and miracles.
Imagine the joy and fulfillment

the personal relationships they
shared with Jesus gave them.

We too are the recipients of
Jesus’ blessings and miracles.
We too can claim a personal
relationship with him. And
when we do, we won’t have to
imagine the gratitude that is
his due –– we will understand
and share it.

It is only through spiritual
formation that we achieve a
personal relationship with God
through Jesus. It is only
through spiritual formation
that we become disciples. The
mission of  our Shared Ministry
Plan is “To proclaim the
Gospel of  Jesus Christ for the
making of  disciples.” This
Christ-centred and Spirit-filled
plan is built on Biblical
teaching, on how Jesus viewed
our relationship with God and
our life in community.

Relationship is the key that
unlocks the doors that keep us
from our community, that keep
us from the Church and from
Jesus.

In January I told you our
Shared Ministry Plan depends
on your support. I talked a bit
about our time, talent and
treasure, about tithes,
offerings and fund raising. I
plan to continue to talk about
these things in March and
April, even while I am on
sabbatical.

Careful reading of scripture
reveals Jesus talked about
money more than any other
topic. Money by itself  is
neutral, but our attitude
toward it can separate us from
God. We know that because we
heard it yet again in a gospel
reading last month: “We can’t
serve God and Mammon.”
(Matthew 6:24)

Our attitude toward money,
our attitude toward wealth in
general –– including our time
and talents –– hinges on our
relationship with God through
Jesus.

So as you search your soul
in Lent, as you pray, fast and
study the scriptures, I pray
your relationship with God
through Jesus grows ever
stronger and deeper. As it does,
my need to talk about money
will fade away.

With every blessing for a
holy Lent,

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Claude Miller
is bishop of  Fredericton.

Bishop’s Levee 2008

Bishop Claude Miller (left) and his wife Sharon (next to him with her back to the camera) hosted the annual New
Year’s Day levee directly following the morning service at Christ Church Cathedral. They are seen here greeting
Sandra and David Steeves of New Maryland.

Anglicans and others from throughout the Diocese of Fredericton gathered
at Cathedral Memorial Hall to greet Bishop Claude and Sharon Miller on
New Year’s Day. Among them were Betty and Ray Scovil of Fredericton.

ANA WATTS ANA WATTS

God made the heavens
and the earth in six days

and rested on the seventh,
the sabbath.

Mosaic law prescribed
the land was to lay fallow,

or ‘rest,’
every seventh year.

From the Greek Sabbatikos
–– of the sabbath ––
comes the late Latin

Sabbaticus
and the modern English word

sabbatical.

In academia
one year sabattical leaves

are regularly granted
to professors and teachers

for study or travel.
These leaves

were originally granted
every seven years.

The diocese encourages clergy
 to take a

three-month sabbatical leave
for personal development
and the pursuit of worthy,

scholarly interests
related to their

ministries.
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A C W / M U

Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus
and Tingler the Elf made
their annual pre-

Christmas visit to the
Farraline Home in Fredericton
on Dec. 11. Santa’s sack was
full of  Christmas joy for the
residents and staff.

Family and friends of  the
residents filled the home to
overflowing that afternoon and
there was plenty of  good
music, entertainment, fun and
food for all to enjoy. Among the
friends to drop in were Bishop
Claude Miller and Phyllis
Cathcart from the nearby
Synod Office. Dean Keith Joyce
of  Christ Church Cathedral
and several members of  the

Each year Santa, Mrs. Claus and Santa’s Elf Tingler make a special visit to Farraline Place in Fredericton. Santa
(Wayne MacKinnon) brings wonderful gifts,  but in this picture it look like Dean Keith Joyce had a different gift in
mind.  Mrs. Claus (Heather Carr), who has lots of experience with children both naughty and nice, was able to
keep smiling for the camera. Tingler the Elf (not seen in the photo) is played by Debbie MacKinnon. The
MacKinnons and Mrs. Carr are all from the Parish of Stanley.

Christmas at
Farraline Place

Farraline board of  directors
were also in attendance.

The Diocesan ACW is the
trustee for Farraline Place, and
this charming and comfortable
residence is an important
ministry to the entire diocese.
Administrator Judy O’Donnell
and her staff  work hard all
year long to ensure the
atmosphere at Farraline Place
is that of  a warm and
welcoming home.

The ACW truly appreciates
their loving care and heartfelt
generosity.

Santa appreciates the
Farraline staff  too and gave
Ms. O’Donnell a big hug to
show it.

During the latter part of  2006,
the ACW branches in the
Kingston and the Kennebecasis
Deanery were invited to
participate in a voluntary
fundraising initiative to assist
Canon Paul Jeffries’ ministry in
Uganda. The campaign known
as “Pennies For Paul” was born.
In our deanery there are 21
branches, and 12 of  them took
part. They took their pennies to
each branch meeting until
September and on Sept. 27 they

took them to annual deanery
meeting at Trinity Anglican
Church in Sussex. We raised a
total of  $1,207.42! Following
discussion on the use of the
funds, it was agreed that the
money be used to purchase
books, desks, and items for the
girl’s dormitory at Bishop
McAllister College in Uganda.
The money was forwarded to
Canon Jeffries for that purpose.

The theme of  our 54th
Annual Deanery Meeting was,

“This is my command:  Love each
other as I have loved you” John
15:12 (NIV). The day began with
a service of  Holy Communion,
celebrated by the Rector of
Trinity Church, the Ven. David
Barrett. He was assisted by Elsie
Gray and Shirley Fletcher.

Following the service, the
business meeting was held in
the church. Trinity ACW
President, Lydia Janes gave a
warm welcome to all in
attendance. Deanery President
Elizabeth Walton introduced the
deanery executive, seven past
presidents of  the deanery ACW,
and a special guest from
Mother’s Union.

Secretary-Treasurer, Joan
Buckland reported on 2007
branch activities and noted that
there are 289 ACW members in
the Deanery. She also gave a
report on Farraline Place.

Prayer Partners were
revealed and new prayer
partners were chosen for 2008.

The guest speaker was the
Rev. Marian Lucas Jefferies, who
spoke on her 1999 trip to Kenya
and Ethiopia with the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, her 2004
journey to Soweto, South Africa
at the invitation of  the Canadian
Co-operative Association, and
her most recent trip to Soweto
in January 2007 where she spent
two weeks helping the Soweto
Home-Based Care Givers Co-op
in their work with terminal
AIDS patients. (A story on an
even more recent trip to Soweto
begins on page 1.)

The afternoon meeting began
with a lively session of  praise
music led by Joan Buckland
with Glenna Geer at the piano.

A beautiful memorial service
for departed members was

conducted by Memorial
Secretary Betty Chiswell.
Following prayer and the
singing of  “Just A Closer Walk
With Thee,” as 18 names were
read, a white flower was placed
in a vase by a member of  that
ACW branch or a close friend.

When the business meeting
resumed, it was agreed to donate
the morning offering of  $345.80
to the Primate’s World Relief
and Development Fund for use
in the fight against AIDS.

A new Deanery Executive
was elected: Glenna Geer,
president; Joan Munford, vice-
president; Jean MacDonald,
secretary-treasurer; and Betty
Chiswell, memorial secretary.

Joan Buckland gave the
Courtesy Committee report for
Holy Trinity ACW, Hammond
River. The meeting closed with
prayer and the Grace.

Kingston and Kennebecasis Deanery ACW collects 120,742 pennies for Paul

by Hazel MacKenzie

Last fall, Mothers’ Union
members from around
the diocese gathered at

St. Mary’s (York) in
Fredericton to  support their
sisters as a branch in that
parish was installed.

The parish’s original MU
branch was installed in 1985,
however it only remained
active for 3 years. Renewed
interest and leadership
provided the conditions
necessary for a revival.

A service of  installation was
held following a meeting of  MU
Diocesan Council.  Special
speaker was Sister Elaine, a
member of the All Saints

MU rejeuvinated and new branch enrolled in Fredericton

Sister Elaine, All Saints Sisters of the Poor in Philadelphia, was special speaker
at the enrollment of new Mothers’ Union members in St. Mary’s (York) in
Fredericton recently. Left to right with her above are new members Karen
McKay, Shirley Hupman, Sr. Elaine, Linda Thornton, Adele Knox and Donna
Ward. The Rev. Ian Wetmore, rector of St. Mary’s stands behind the group.
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P A R I S H   N U R S I N G

TRACY CLEARY

Nancy Wiggins, Eloise Bannister, Sr. Ernestine LaPlante, Isabel Cutler,Margaret Payne-Chenard, Beth Lawson,
Myra Murphy, Claudette Chiasson, Fr. Wesley Wade, Dr. Gail Brimbecom. Fr. Wade presided at the service of
recognition and blessing ; Nancy presented the graduates while Sr. Ernestine presented their pins and Dr. Gail
Brimbecom commissioned them. The setting is the chapel of the convent of the Religious Hospitaliers of St.
Joseph, Bathurst.

BY MARGARET PAYNE-CHENARD

“Spirit, Spirit of  gentleness,
blow thro’ the wilderness
calling and free,….You moved
on the waters, You called to the
deep, … and over the eons You
called to each thing, wake from
your slumbers and rise on your
wings.” (James K. Manley:
Voices United)

On Nov. 17, after two-and
a-half-years of
education and

practicum, eight New
Brunswick registered nurses
received certificates of
completion of the basic parish
nurse preparation curriculum
in a Service of  Recognition and
Blessing in the chapel of  the
convent of  the Religious
Hospitaliers of  St. Joseph,
Bathurst. Six dedicated and
committed health committee
members also received
certificates.

These women represent
various denominations within

Pioneer parish nurses recognized and blessed
following more than two years of training

Margaret Payne-Chenard, RN,
PN, is a Parish Nurse in the
United Church in Clifton.

Among the health committee members who also received certificates is
Wendy Brien (left) of Christ Church Cathedral. It was she who supplied
the nurses with roses to add grace and beauty to the occasion. She is seen
here with Sr. Ernestine.

New Brunswick - Anglican,
Baptist, Roman Catholic and
the United Church of Canada;
and their motto could be “Be
strong and courageous, and do
the work. Don’t be afraid or
discouraged by the size of  the
task, for the Lord God is with
you. He will not fail you or
forsake you.” (1 Chronicles
28:20)

They took on an enormous
task in implementing Parish
Nursing in New Brunswick
where almost no one has heard
of  this nursing specialty. They
are truly educators, facilitators
and promoters of  not only
health, but of  the Parish
Nursing Program to clergy and
members of  congregations
where they serve.

The program was
sponsored by the New
Brunswick Parish

Nursing Ministries (NBPNM),
an affiliate of  Interchurch
Health Ministries (ICHM) in
partnership with the
International Parish Nurse
Resource Center (IPNRC).

The parish nurses were told
by Dr. Gail Brimbecom,
National Education
Coordinator of  ICHM and
others that they are pioneers,
that they are making history
here in New Brunswick. But if
you ask any of  the 14 women
who received certificates they
will affirm that they are only
doing what God has asked.
They all had their own reasons
for taking the course. They
were also filled with
determination and stamina,
because they were required to

travel on weekends (anywhere
from 450 to 750 kilometers per
weekend) to complete the
theory segment of  the
program. The locations were
rotated among the home cities
of  the participating women –
Bathurst, Fredericton,
Moncton and Saint John –
during the fall months in 2005,
2006 and 2007.

To these eight new parish
nurses and six health
committee members, thank
you for responding to Gods
call, “Here I am Lord … I have
heard you calling … I will go
Lord, if  you lead me.” (Daniel
L. Schutte: Voices United).
Thank you for allowing Him to
lead you to destinations
unknown. It should be noted
that some of  these nurses have
been led to serve in faith
communities other than their
own, certainly showing
ecumenical diversity.
Remember that, with Him and
through Him, all things are
possible!

“I have called you by your
name, you are mine; I have
gifted you and ask you now to
shine.  I will not abandon you;
all my promises are true.  You

are gifted, called, and chosen;
you are mine.  I have given you
a name, it is mine; I have given
you my Spirit as a sign.  With
my wonder in your soul, make
my wounded children whole;
go and tell my precious people
they are mine.”  (Daniel
Charles Damon: More Voices)

These women have accepted
the call. Their ministry can be
based on the words of  St.
Francis  – “where there is
hatred, let me bring your love,
where there is injury, your
healing power, and where
there’s doubt, true faith in you
… where there’s despair in life,
let me bring hope, where there is
darkness, only light, and where
there’s sadness ever joy.” (St.
Francis: Voices United).

To God be the glory!

The words in italic are excerpts
from songs sung during the
Service of  Recognition and
Blessings.
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BY TWILA BUTTIMER

As he completed his last trip, took and printed the last
photograph, Diocesan Archivist Frank Morehouse found it
hard to believe that his Church Photography Project was

finished. The rest of  us could hardly believe that such an ambitious
project – photographing the interior and exterior of  every Anglican
Church in New Brunswick – was actually undertaken and completed
by one person!

The five year project involved many kilometres of  travel to every
corner of  this diocese, many photographs taken from every
imaginable angle and many hours at the computer processing and
printing these images. Completion of  this phenomenal project leaves
the archives and the bishop’s office blessed with nine binders filled
with thousands of  photographs; and leaves Frank with one worn-out
digital camera, a deep appreciation for the irreplaceable treasures
our ancestors entrusted to us and a profound sense of  gratitude to
those who helped with this project. He is especially thankful for the
welcome he received from clergy and parishioners throughout the
diocese and the constant support of  the bishop.

Frank’s is not the first church photography project in this
diocese. In the 1970s, the Forgraves (the Rev. William and his

wife, Patricia) took colour photographs of  all the Anglican churches
then existing. The late Gerry Williams of  Fredericton did the same
in the 1990s. A third project, that included all parish buildings, was
undertaken by the Diocesan Synod in 1998 for insurance purposes.
Given the changing face of  the “church landscape,” all of  these
projects are complimentary and form an important part of  our
recorded heritage.

The current photography project is, however, the most
comprehensive because it is the first to include interior photographs
of  each church (and not just one or two.) This work includes views
from the front of  each church to the back, and from the back to the
front. Individual photographs were also taken of  church
furnishings, the communion ware, stained glass windows, plaques,
hangings and unique items, which occasionally included clergy
vestments. Sometimes a second visit was required to ensure
optimum conditions, like the appropriate amount of  sunlight to
properly illuminate the stained glass. It is this attention to detail
that makes the  to take the high calibre photographs which are
characteristic of  this project.  All of  this work has been printed to
an exacting high standard.

As he winds up this invaluable recording of  our diocese’s
“history in buildings,” Frank admits that he will “miss” this

enjoyable project – which has given him a “unique education,”
affording him the exclusive opportunity to visit every Anglican
church and to capture forever what he saw.  He also reflects that the
Church Photography Project was not something that he planned or
deliberately set out to do; instead it “just grew” – when the purchase
of  his first digital camera and his discovery of  its capability to
illustrate stained glass windows dovetailed nicely with his
appointment as Diocesan Archivist.

For preservation and display purposes, the church photographs
have been arranged artistically as a collage and then printed in
page format, with between two and five pages devoted to each church.
Imprinted on each page is the name of  church, its location,
year built/consecrated and the date(s) photographed.  Each page is
encased in a protective plastic sleeve and placed in a binder, with one
binder for each deanery.  Copies of  these binders have been transferred
to the Bishop’s Office and the Archives (where they can be viewed upon
request.)  An electronic copy of  the images will also be preserved at the
Archives.  Upon receiving the binders, Provincial Archivist Marion
Beyea noted that the end result of  this project is “a virtual gallery
documenting the rich ecclesiastical material culture of  the Diocese of
Fredericton, based on photographs which are works of  art in
themselves.”

The Archives Corner is normally prepared by Twila Buttimer,
Provincial Archivist in charge of Anglican records
(twila.buttimer@gnb.ca or 506-453-4306)
and
Frank Morehouse, Diocesan Archavist
(frankm@nbnet.nb.ca or 506-459-3637).

Given the subject of this article, the narrative was written by Twila
and it is illustrated by Frank’s photographic work.

Amazing
photography

project complete

St. Mark’s, Nelson-Miramichi

Lectern, St. John’s,
Highfield

Pulpit, St. John the
Baptist, Edmundston

Reredos and altar at Christ Church Cathedral, Fredericton

Christ Church, St. StephenSt. Luke’s, Baie Verte
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T Y P E   T I T L E   H E R E

Soweto homemakers restore dignity, ease suffering

Last year this six-foot man suffered a stroke that left him with little use of the left side of his body and with no speech. He is
also dying of AIDS. His mother is in hospital, slowly dying from a disease that is causing her brain to shrink. His 17-year-old
sister is his main caregiver, visits their mother in hospital each Sunday and attends high school during the week. She aspires to
be a chemical engineer. Without the help of the Soweto Homemakers, like Gloria (in the photo) she would not be able to attend
school at all.

MARIAN LUCAS JEFFERIES

As I said, the Soweto homemakers are poor
themselves. In order to visit their patients
they must either walk great distances or take

dangerous and crowded public transportation. One
morning I walked with homemakers Gloria and Mabel
for about 15 minutes to a small fenced-in yard that
held four homes. In the home we visited we were
overcome by the smell of  urine. Gloria quickly opened
all the doors and windows. Then this five-foot tall
woman maneuvered an emaciated man who was at least
six-feet tall into the house’s only bedroom. There she
settled him onto the bed, undressed him, washed him,
applied a new diaper and dressed him in clean clothes.

This man is in his mid 30s. Not only is he HIV
positive, he has cardiac problems and last year suffered
a stroke that left him with little use of  the left side of  his
body and with no speech. His mother is in hospital
slowly dying from a disease that is causing her brain to
“shrink.” His 17-year-old sister is his main caregiver; she
also visits their mother every Sunday and attends high
school during the week. She is in her last year and,
despite all odds, aspires to be a chemical engineer.
Without the support of  the Soweto homemakers she
would not be able to attend school at all.

Mabel made porridge and passed the small bag of
food that we had brought with us to the sister. She
placed the food items in a bare cupboard. The kitchen in
this house has huge pieces missing from the countertop
and the cupboard doors hang from broken hinges. In the
distant past someone pieced together a sink from scraps
of  ceramic tile. The kitchen does, however, have some
luxuries: a single cold water tap, working stove and
fridge, but there is no room for a table.

Gloria returned the refreshed patient to the living
room and settled him with the porridge, bowl and spoon.
His lack of  coordination made feeding himself  a hit and
miss effort, but he persevered. We excused ourselves and
returned to the cramped shipping container the Co-op
homemakers use for their headquarters.

My time in Soweto was brief, just five days on the
ground with two days travel each way. I was able to
help them with the reports they send to their funding
agencies and we got a few things started. I’m not sure
we finished much, but I am certain funding from the
CDF and PWRDF (both of  which are supported by
many of  you and by the federal government through
CIDA) enable the Soweto Homemakers to truly care
for their patients. They are truly grateful for the
support.

The Rev. Marian Lucas Jefferies in a priest in charge
in the parishes of Upper Kennebecasis, Central Kings
and Upham. She is also a member of the board of
directors of  PWRDF and a former member of  the board
of Co-Op Atlantic.

Continued from page 1

Principal Paul Jeffries met his own 10k challenge
News from Uganda
by Paul Jefferies

We finished last
term at Bishop
McAllister

College very well, with
the Principals 10k
Challenge. I’m happy and
very excited to report
that my own challenge
didn’t defeat me. About
26 students spent the
term training for the
race. I would often meet
them early in the
morning running out
along the highway; a few
with sneakers, but most
were wearing flip flops,
shoes or running in their
bare feet. But no one
minded or complained, all
were very enthusiastic
about the challenge.

The big day arrived on
Nov. 29. My favourite
photos of  course are the
ones which show me
keeping up with the
students, when actually
they are passing me, and
most likely not for the
first time. Everyone had
fun; all completed the
challenge successfully,
including yours truly in
just under 46 minutes.

Five students traveled
with me to Kampala to
run in the annual 10k
Kampala Marathon. It
was pretty exciting trip,
only one student had
ever been to the city
before.

 On Dec. 9 we joined a
crowd of  more than 6,000
people and we did well!
Unfortunately one of  our

students who ran
exceptionally well,
finishing in the top 11
with the professionals,
was disqualified, as he
had lost his computer
chip some where along
the route. He was a bit
down and discouraged
but now he is talking
about next year. As a
result our best student
finished in the 116
position (37.20 minutes),
and for me I finished 879
(53.02 minutes). I’m
pleased with that result.

The Rev. Canon Paul
Jefferies is a missionary
priest from this diocese.
He is principal of a
growing co-educational
school in Uganda.

The Rev. Canon Paul Jeffries (third figure from the left) likes this photos of his Principal’s 10 k
Challenge race held at the end of last term. It shows him keeping up with his students when in
fact, they have passed him, and probably not for the first time.
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A news article from 1932 reveals Christ Church in Campbellton held no fewer than four services on
Christmas Day, a practice that later died out. Since coming to the parish, Rev. Arnold Godsoe has revived
the Christmas morning service and invited other Christians to join in. In this photo, Pastor Joel Gagnon
of the Restigouche Valley Church (Mennonite) holds the cross while Mr. Godsoe leads caroling at the crèche.

C H R I S T M A S   I N   C A M P B E L L T O N

TIM JAQUES/CAMPBELLTON TRIBUNE

C H R I S T M A S   O N   C A M P O B E L L O

The fall edition of the parish of Campobello’s semi-annual Tea and Sale includes a Christmas Crafts Booth. Saint
Johner David Goss attended the 2007 event and snapped this photo of  Glenna Cline taking care of the booth.

DAVID GOSS

C O N F I R M A T I O N

On Nov. 25, 12  candidates were confirmed in the Church of the Ascension, North Head, in the Parish of
Grand Manan. From left to right are: back row James Markee, Thomas Wilson, Arthur Middleton, Bishop
Claude Miller, Jackson Green, the Rev. Capt. Dana Dean, Gabrielle Middleton, Adele Peacock, Gina Ells, Zoe
Ells; front row Linda Markee, Cindy Travis, Joel Bryson, Eric Guptill.

PHILLIP ELLS

At a parish meeting last fall, the people of the Nerepis and St.
John unanimously approved construction of  a parish church,
The Church of  the Resurrection in Grand Bay. Cindy Price
captured some moments and images for posterity.

R E S U R R E C T I O N   G O - A H E A D

Jethro’s all for it.

So are the rector, Archdeacon VIcars Hodge, and the  building
committee chair Andrew Logan.

Craig and Sherry  Patstone flagged some important details,
like our mission statement.

Kelly Ann MacGougan (standing) had some questions.
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Youth with a mission in
Mexico need prayers, cash
BY ALLEN TAPLEY

About a year ago, the Parish of
Sussex took on Brennan
Caines as its youth pastor for a
year. One of  Brennan’s goals
was to gather a group of  high
school students who could put
together a mission trip in a
short time. He didn’t have
many come to his events last
spring or summer but he is
faithful and patient. This fall
these qualities paid off  and a
rather extraordinary group of
young people from different
churches, and some from no
church at all, came together.

Assisted by Pat McCaig
from the Parish of  Waterford
and St. Marks in Sussex
Corner, Brennan built a team
that will go to Mazatlan,
Mexico on the March break.

We are going on a YWAM
(Youth With a Mission) project
called “Homes of  Hope.” We
will build a house for a local
Mexican family in four days.

Most often it is the members
of  the mission team that
realize the profit from an
adventure such as this. That is
what many said after the
diocesan missions to Cuba and
Belize. We trust it is so,
because the expense of  the
venture could probably build

dozens of  houses in Mexico.
We sense, however, the real

value will be in changed hearts
both in Sussex and in the
slums of  Mazatlan –– hearts
that will be touched by the love
of  our Lord Jesus. The team of
12 teenagers and four adults
(Marilyn Mercer and I have
joined Brennan and Pat) will
work in the hot sun of  the
Pacific coast of  Mexico the first
week of  March.

We ask your prayer support
for this mission and would also
ask anyone who feels led to
help us financially to step
forward.

At the time of this writing
the team has raised just over
$11,000. With less than two
months to go we need all the
help we can get. Cheques
payable to the Parish of  St.
Marks (Mexico Mission) can be
sent to Pat McCaig at 4 Needle
St., Sussex Corner, NB E4E
2Z4.

For further information
about this mission trip please
contact Brennan Caines at
Trinity Church in Sussex, 433-
3444.

Thanks, and may his grace
and peace be with you always!

The Rev. Allen Tapley is rector
of  Waterford and St. Mark’s

St. Paul’s, Parish of Bright
celebrates 140th anniversary

Several former rectors and interim clergy gathered to celebrate the 140th anniversary of St. Paul’s Zealand. Left to
right they are: back row Archdeacon John Sharpe, the Rev. Ian Wetmore, Archdeacon Walter Williams, the Rev.
John Harvey, the Rev. Canon Jon Lownds, Archdeacon Lyman Harding, the Rev. Canon Neville Cheeseman; front
row Debbie Edmondson and Mary Lou Price,layreaders,  Archdeacon Patricia Drummond, the Rev. Canon Tom
Smith, the Rev. Anthony Kwaw.

MARGARET LAKING

BY MARGARET LAKING

The pews filled to
capacity, extra chairs
were brought in, and by

the time the service started
there was standing room only.
The 140th Anniversary
Celebration of  St. Paul’s
Zealand, in the parish of
Bright was a popular event.
The 3 o’clock start time on
Sunday, Jan. 6, was chosen so
family, friends and those from
other churches could attend.

One of the most touching
parts of  this special service
was the participation of  clergy
with historic links to St.
Paul’s. The service was one of
Holy Communion from the
Book of  Common Prayer led by
the Ven. John Sharpe,
celebrant and the Ven. Lyman
Harding, preacher The
processional hymn “Christ is
made the sure foundation” set
the tone.

Archdeacon Sharpe,
recently retired rector of
Christ Church (Parish) Church
in Fredericton, is interim
priest-in-charge of the parish.
Archdeacon Harding, who
began his ordained ministry at
St. Paul’s is also now retired
and lives in Charlotte County.

The Ven. Patricia
Drummond, who at one time
served as an interim priest,
read the first lesson, from
Isaiah 60. Other readers were
The Rev. Canon Jon Lownds

and the Rev. Ian Wetmore, both
full time rectors at one time,
also read. Other past clergy
participating were the Rev.
Anthony Kwaw, the Rev. John
Harvey, the Rev. Canon Tom
Smith, the Rev. Canon Neville
Cheeseman and Archdeacon
Walter Williams.

A time of  fellowship
including fantastic food
followed immediately after in
the church hall. Certificates
were presented to Archdeacon
Sharpe, warden Edith Hardy
and York North MLA for Kirk

MacDonald. Mr. MacDonald
also presented a certificate on
behalf  of  MP Mike Allen.

The highlight of  the supper
came when two of  St. Paul’s
eldest members –– Lottie
Brewer, 94 and Vera Morgan,
93 –– cut the anniversary cake.

St. Paul’s was named and
consecrated on Jan. 2, 1868 by
Bishop John Medley, the first
bishop of  the diocese. This
little church on Highway
remains a vital point of
Anglican life in the area.

Two of St. Paul’s eldest members –– Lottie Brewer, 94 and Vera Morgan, 93
–– cut the anniversary cake.

MARGARET LAKINGSisters of  the Poor located in
Philadelphia, USA. Sister
Elaine spoke of  how her work
with the Sisters of  the Poor is
closely related to that of
Mothers’ Union. Both groups
hold family values and the
nurturing of  children to be of
vital importance, not only to
our Christian faith, but also to
the fabric of  our society.

Our diocesan president,
Elaine Robichaud, the council
members and the new branch
members were pleased to
welcome our national
president, Kathleen Snow to
the service, which was followed
by a delicious meal provided by
members.

Sister Elaine, and Kathleen
were not our only special
guests. We were thrilled with
the presence of  the Rev. Ian
Wetmore (rector of  St. Mary’s),
his wife Cathy and their
daughter Sarah as well as
Bishop Claude Miller and his
wife Sharon, who is a past
member of the MU Canadian
Council.

The new MU members are
Karen McKay, Shirley
Hupman, Linda Thornton,
Adele Knox and Donna Ward.

Hazel McKenzie is Diocesan MU
Communications secretary.

Sister and MU members share values
continued from page 4

DEE DEE GAUTREAU

T R I N I T Y   A D V E N T

David Goss and his uke accompanied the children as they sang “The
Friendly Beasts.”
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Joan Teed is a vocational
chaplain as well as a social
worker and counsellor in
private practice.

Liz Harding is diocesan director
of  Christian education. Reach
her at (506) 459-1801 or
elizabeth.harding@anglican.nb.ca.

Ringing in the New Year
with family and dear
friends caused me to

think about 2007 and all the
things of  my life for which I
am thankful. Thanks to God
for a year filled with many
blessings – for my family for
their love, care and support as
well as for the endless miles
they drive in order to be with
me in New Brunswick; for the
several friends as close as
family who have listened, cried
and laughed with me.

Why do we wait for big
celebrations to take stock of
what we have and appreciate
the things and people that
bless our lives? Why is so much
of  our life taken up in looking
for more, rather than looking
at how much we have? Why do
we look at others’ lives and feel
that what we have – whether
material or emotional – just
doesn’t measure up? In truth,
most people in the world don’t

have a fraction of  what we
have, especially when it comes
to material things.

Life is not perfect and we all
have our own challenges to
face. For some of  us health
concerns impact us on a daily
basis. Others are challenged by
family relationships, financial
concerns, addictions … we all
experience pain in our lives.
The Christian life doesn’t offer
us a pain free existence but it
does offer us the power to live
with an “attitude of  gratitude.”
I’m sure most of  us have
survived experiences that
threatened to overpower us. It
is the power of  God’s Holy
Spirit that enables us to lift our

heads and give thanks.
I was raised in a Christian

tradition that did not speak
much about living in the power
of  God’s Holy Spirit. The
message was more “come to
Jesus for the forgiveness of
your sins.” That is a very good
message, but I think that when
it is the only message we miss
one of  the primary gifts that
God offers to us – the ability to
know God’s Kingdom here on
earth.

The blessing of  living in
God’s kingdom here on earth
comes with a challenge – to be
an instrument to bring God’s
Kingdom on this earth.

If  you Google the word
gratitude you will find that
many religions have their
teachings around it.
Christianity’s is different
because we are not trying to
accomplish things on or
through our own power. Most
other religions or spiritual

practices require gratitude to
be a self-help exercise.  For me
that is truly impossible. The
familiar scripture in
Thessalonians reminds us to
be “thankful in all things.”
There are several things in my
life for which I don’t think that
I will ever be thankful, but I
can be thankful for many other
things even in the midst of
situations for which I am not
thankful.

Throughout history many
people have suffered
circumstances truly horrible
by our standards. Corrie ten
Boon was imprisoned by the
Nazi regime, Mother Theresa
ministered to people in abject
material poverty; Oscar
Romero (a priest from Brazil)
was called from a quiet life to
speak about injustice and was
murdered for his stand.

These people were full of
gratitude for what God did for
them. Full of  gratitude for

what might seem like small
and insignificant things to us –
a moldy piece of  bread. Corrie
ten Boon was thankful for head
lice because then the guards
would not come near her. I
stand in awe and wonder of
these people and others like
them.

Studies show that a life of
gratitude benefits us both
physically and emotionally. In
2008 I want to think more
about the lives of  people like
Mother Theresa, Oscar
Romero, Corrie ten Boon and
others who live and work in
difficulty or poverty. In 2008 I
want to be challenged to see
my life as full of  blessings, to
practice being thankful in and
through all things, even in the
midst of  difficulties.

Christian life an opportunity to live with an attitude of gratitude

Okay, this review is a
shameless plug for something
with which I am currently
involved. It’s a “home-grown”
project – the recent recording
of  our own Diocesan Choir
School.
The Choir School just
celebrated 50 years of  ministry.
Each summer young and adult
choir singers gather to learn
more about Anglican choral
singing. The model for such an
endeavour is the service of
Evensong, the Evening Prayer
service, set entirely to music.
Singing this service has been a
part of  Anglican worship for
many generations.

It is important to say up front
that this CD of  the Evensong
Service from Christ Church
Cathedral in Fredericton, on the
final day of  the 2007 Choir
School on July 8 is not a
professional recording. It does,
however, feature some

You may be a part of the Diocesan Choir School Choral Evensong CD

recognizable names. Dean Keith
Joyce plays trumpet, there is a
soprano voice solo by Sally
Dibblee (originally from
Woodstock), and yours truly
plays soprano saxophone. Also,
the large congregation that day,
which more than filled the
cathedral, can be heard during
congregational hymns. Perhaps,
you are also a part of  this CD!

There are many gems on this
recording. Paul’s Halley’s piece
Freedom Trilogy is a blend of
the African piece We are
Marching in the Light of God,
the hymn Amazing Grace, and
the ancient hymn Kyrie Eleison.

Combining them is not an easy
feat, but the three together
become something very
uplifting. Also in the service is
a beautiful setting of  the Lord’s
Prayer, by Malcolm Archer; the
Choir School has been singing
this piece for 10 years, and it has
become a kind of  theme song.

John Rutter, one of  the true
giants in sacred choral music
today, is the composer of  two
pieces on the CD. One is a setting
of Psalm 23; the other is Lux
Aeterna featuring Miss Dibblee,
an international operatic singer,
who hails from this province. Did
I mention she is from Woodstock?

Sally’s powerful voice seems
to grow right our of  the choir,
with phrases washing over you
in waves. This is a wonderful
moment in the Evensong
service. For the Benediction
piece, a composer by the name
of  Mary Plumstead set A
Grateful Heart, a poem by

George Herbert, to music. Its
simple melody is haunting in its
beauty, and this short little piece
can stick in your mind for days
on end.

Why does the review of  a
sacred choral disc get time in a
column called Tunes for Our
Times? To put it bluntly, the disc
is full of  tunes for these times.
Many people speak of  a
favourite song as if  it were
written about them. Such music
on the Evensong disc is the same
way. As Christian people, the
musical settings of  Evensong
express our love and worship for
God, made all the more real
when we are part of  the singing
congregation. The words
expressed in music here speak
of  our need for God in our lives,
and to be guided by Him in all
parts of  our lives. The people of
the church singing to Godº–
offering its best in music, prayer,
and worship – are also the

church at its best. So this is not
a disc that recalls old traditions,
but a disc that calls us to what
we are - and could be - today.

How do you get this
wonderful disc? It sells for $10,
and is available from the Choir
School librarian, Mrs. Lynn
Mills – 488-1103 or
plplabel@nb.aibn.ca– or from
me – 328-3042 or
chris.hayes@anglican.nb.ca. It
is not sold in stores, but is
instead available as a fund-
raising project for Choir School.
Other board members may also
have copies. We can make
arrangements to get a copy to
you, even by mail.

Give this disc a try. It might
well expand your musical and
spiritual horizons.

The Rev. Chris Hayes is rector
of  the parish of  Richmond.

What doesn’t kill you makes
you stronger. Nietzsche

Trauma can shatter our
belief  systems. Tragedy
can force us to change

our goals and values, change
our direction. As we
restructure our faith in
ourselves, others, perhaps even
God, we lose our innocent
sense of  personal immunity
and the naïve assumption that
tragedy is only for others.

The usual first reaction to
tragedy is profound inwardness.
I once referred to an event in my
life as “soul destroying.” It
plunged me into a time of  great
confusion, but I came to
understand my soul wasn’t
destroyed at all.

There is a divine blueprint in
our souls where true freedom
awaits. God wants this freedom
to flower. Our compassion,
creativity, indeed our
individuality lie at its heart.
Because we are mired in life’s
rhythm that kind of change
seems hopeless. We settle,
unlearn desire, fit in, become
dependable, yawn and forget to
dream. Sometimes it takes a
crisis or trauma to crack the
dead shell growing ever more

solid around us. It is a painful
awakening, but it can resurrect
a neglected soul. It clears a
space so we can see our horizons
and feel the attractions. We may
be vulnerable and in pain, but
we are alive.

Our creative, solitary voyage
awakens us. We begin to heal
inside, cautiously move toward
risk and trust once more.

 “We learn to see in the
dark,” said author, theologian
and my dear friend and mentor
John O’Donohue. “It is a slow
and painful task to break free
from the wounded and
wounding circle of  one’s own
anxiety … We are brought
through such times by grace
alone. It is the paradox of
spiritual growth that through

such bleak winter journeys we
eventually come through a
hidden door into a bright field
of  springtime that we never
could have discovered
otherwise. Now could be the
most important moment in life
to steel our courage and enter
the risk of  change.”

In therapy, healing is
achieved with the discovery of
meaning in suffering. In every
life there is some wound that we
continue to attempt to heal.
O’Donohue said, “Where
woundedness can be refined into
beauty a wonderful
transfiguration takes place. For
instance, compassion is one of
the most beautiful presences a
person can bring to the world
and most compassion is born

from one’s own wounded ness …
This is the most decisive and
vital threshold in human
experience and behavior. The
greatest evil and destruction
arises when people are unable to
feel compassion.”

On Jan. 4 of  this year I
received the message “our
beloved John O’Donohue, who
left his body last night in his
sleep.” I was reminded of  one
of  his poems: “Though we need
to weep your loss, You dwell in
that safe place in our hearts,
Where no storm or might or
pain can reach you.

A painful awakening can resurrect a neglected soul
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BY JIM IRVINE

Our little deprivations
are not a Lenten fast

FEBRUARY

¶ 20: Parish of  St. Margaret’s,
Canon Jon Lownds, the Rev.
John Harvey, honorary
assistant. The Ven. Reginald
Stockall (retired).
¶ 21: Parish of  St. Mark (Stone)
Church, the Rev. Capt. David
Edwards.
¶ 22: Parish of  St. Martin’s &
Black River, the Rev. Gerald
Laskey, priest-in-charge. Kevin
Frankland, Atlantic School of
Theology.
¶ 23: Parish of  St. Mary’s (York),
the Rev. Ian Wetmore.
¶ 24: Pray for the Church of  the
Province of  Central Africa, the
Most Rev. Bernard Amos
Malango Archbishop of Central
Africa & Bishop of  Upper Shire.
Diocese of  Ho, the Rt. Rev.
Matthias Medadues-Badohu.
Diocese of  Yukon, Pattie
Tetlichi Yukon Apostolate,
Bishop’s School of  Yukon
Ministries, Archbishop Terry
Buckle, Blanche and family.
Claude, our Bishop, William,
George and Harold, retired
bishops, and their families.
¶ 25: Parish of  St. Peter, the Rev.
Dr. Ross Hebb. The Rev. David
Titus (on leave).
¶ 26: Parish of  St. Philip’s, the
Rev. Kevin Borthwick.
¶ 27: Parish of  St. Stephen, the
Rev. William Morton. The Rev.
George Trentowsky (retired).
¶ 28: Parish of  Salisbury &
Havelock, open incumbency.
¶ 29: Parish of  Shediac, the Ven.
Richard McConnell. Michael
Caines, Wycliffe.

MARCH

¶ 1: Parish of  Simonds, open
incumbency, the Rev. Alan
Reynolds priest-in-charge.
¶ 2: Pray for Iglesia Anglicana de
la Region Central de America
the Most Rev. Martin de Jesus
Barahona, Primate of  IARCA &
Bishop of  El Salvador. Diocese
of  Ho, the Rt. Rev. Matthias
Medadues-Badohu. Council of
the North. Diocese of  Yukon,

PWRDF representative Megan
Perry, Dorothy Odian diocesan
ACW President and all ACW
members, Archbishop Terry
Buckle, Blanche and family.
Claude, our Bishop, William,
George and Harold, retired
bishops, and their families.
¶ 3: Parish of  Stanley, the Rev. Dr.
Ranall Ingalls. The Rev. Donald
Trivett (retired).
¶ 4: Parish of  Sussex, the Ven.
David Barrett.
¶ 5: Parish of  the Tobique, the
Rev. Ellen Curtis. Ana Watts,
editor, New Brunswick
Anglican.
¶ 6: Parish of  Upham, the Rev.
Robert LeBlanc, the Rev. Marian
Lucas-Jefferies, priests-in-charge.
¶ 7: Parish of  Upper Kennebecasis
& Johnston, the Rev. Robert
LeBlanc, the Rev. Marian Lucas-
Jefferies, priests-in-charge. Jen
Bourque, Montreal Diocesan.
¶ 8: Parish of  Victoria, the Rev.
Canon David Kierstead.
¶ 9: Pray for the Province de
L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo,
the Most Rev. Dr Dirokpa
Balafuga Fidèle Archbishop of
Congo & Bishop of Kinshasa &
Bukavu. Diocese of  Ho, the Rt.
Rev. Matthias Medadues-Badohu.
Diocese of  Yukon, those retired
from the diocese - the Rev. Ben
Hall & Nancy Hall, the Rev.
Dorothy Thorpe, the Rev. Bruce
Aylard & Audrey Aylard, the Rev.
Don Sax & the Rev. Deacon Lee
Sax, the Rev. Dr. Ellen Bruce OM,
the Ven. Ken & Aldene Snider, the
Rev. Geoffrey & Rosalind Dixon,
the Ven. Arthur Privett, Canon
David & Alice Kalles, the Ven.
John & Deacon Carol Tyrell, the
Rev. Fred & Marcia Carson, the
Rev. Deacon Walter & Olga
Majola, Marion Carroll, Edith
Josie licensed lay minister,
Archbishop Terry Buckle,
Blanche and family. Claude, our
Bishop, William, George and
Harold, retired bishops, and their
families.
¶ 10: Parish of  Waterford & St.

Mark, the Rev. Allen Tapley. The
Rev. Dr. R. Lee Whitney (retired).
¶ 11: Parish of  Westmorland, the
Rev. Kevin Stockall priest-in-
charge.
¶ 12: Parish of  Wicklow, Wilmott,
Peel & Aberdeen, the Rev.
Douglas Painter. Church Army,
Capt. Rob Marsh, Janet
Edwards. Staff  of  Taylor
College, the Rev. Kim Salo,
principal.
¶ 13: Parish of  Woodstock, the
Ven. Walter Williams.
¶ 14: Parish of  Andover, the Rev.
Terence Chandra, priest-in-
charge. Kevin Frankland,
Atlantic School of  Theology.
¶ 15: Parish of  Bathurst, the Rev.
Roderick Black.
¶ 16:  Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem. All glory laud and
honour, to thee redeemer king,
to whom the lips of  children
made sweet hosannas ring. Pray
for the the Rt. Rev. Suheil
Dawani Bishop of  Jerusalem
(Middle East). Diocese of  Ho, the
Rt. Rev. Matthias Medadues-
Badohu. Diocese of  Yukon,
Whitehorse - Christ Church
Cathedral, the Very Rev. Peter
Williams & Barbara Williams, the
Rev. Mary Battaja, associate
priest on leave, Lino Battaja &
family, Ellen Zimmerman
licensed lay minister, Archbishop
Terry Buckle, Blanche and family.
Claude, our Bishop, William,
George and Harold, retired
bishops, and their families.
¶ 17: Parish of  Bright, open
incumbency. The Rev. Canon
George Akerley (retired).
¶ 18: Parish of  Cambridge &
Waterborough, the Rev. Valerie
Hunt & the Rev. Karman Hunt,
priests-in-charge.
¶ 19: Parish of  Campbellton, the
Rev. Arnold Godsoe. The Rev.
Julian Aldous, chaplain, RCS
Netherwood
¶ 20: Parish of  Campobello, open
incumbency, the Rev. Brenda
McKnight, interim priest-in-
charge.

On Nov. 30, St. Andrew’s Day the Rev. Gordon and Bell Thompson of Chatham were privileged to attend the
ordination of their daughter Kara Thompson de Mejia and son-in-law Nelson Mejia made priests in the
Episcopal Church of Honduras. Gordon delivered the sermon and he and Bell placed Kara’s stole and chasuble
on her. On Dec. 2 Kara baptized her newborn daughter Kelly Rose, a sister for Stephen.

O R D I N A T I O N

There was nothing left but
faith in what the heart doth
say. Ivan Karamazov

The shadows of  the
Giralda conceal a
struggle begun in Lent

and found in every age. The
former minaret of  the
Almohad Mosque tolls bells
summoning the faithful to the
great Temple of  Christendom.
Compassion and weakness
emerge from the darkness.

Ivan Karamazov drew on
images that were familiar in
his day and echoed the
scriptural record of  a day 15
hundred years long past.
Lacking both meter and
rhyme, his Grand Inquisitor
goes beyond the limitations of
prose. God’s grace had not
been witnessed and Amos’
voice recalled the famine
foretold and the promised
Lenten fast. Visiting Seville,
Jesus is apprehended by the
Church authority and his
temptations are adjudicated
in silence – at the bidding of  a
scarlet prince of  the Church.

Faith and freedom struggle
in the precincts of the
Catedral de Santa María de la
Sede. The bitterness of  his
Grand Inquisitor is rivaled
only by the orange harvest of
February. Nothing puts the
bite into winter like Seville
oranges. For all their
fragrance they are all but
inedible.

As bitter as ashes, the
Grand Inquisitor tries Jesus.

The impoverished and
hungry were sufficient to
tempt the Church and where
Jesus was bold, the Inquisitor
equivocated. Paternalism
cloaked in charity, stones
became bread, stale and hard
as granite. The hungry were
fed, their dependence on the
Cardinal’s largesse held the
poor captive and Isaiah a liar.

The towering height of  the
Giralda rivaled the Tower of
David – now occupied by
Muslims. Better that arrogance
now challenge the angels of
Heaven in Seville for all of
Christendom! Hagai Sophia now
converted to Islam, the Almohad
mosque converted to
Christianity in a quid pro quo of
catholic proportions. A body –
double-minded and grasping for
security according to Paul,
embraced what was once denied
to Satan in his fiery masque.

Jesus refused the purple of
Caesar. The colour would have
set him apart. That would not
have been the character of
Emmanuel. Equality with the
vain claims of  the emperor was
no enticement for this
Nazarene. Just the same,
successive generations have been
beguiled by the rich, distinctive
hue. Disciples have coveted the
authority accompanying the
precious dye.

Condescension is a view
from a tower with foundations

in Jerusalem, Istanbul and
Seville. Some towers are less
obvious, but the temptation is
no less real.

Cardinal Giulio Antonio
Santori set purple aside for
the Red Cap. He arraigned the
accused with the question
“Knowest thou, why thou art
here?” His opening gambit
brought results, the accused
inevitably accused himself.

Ivan’s Lenten indictment is
powerful in its poetic
expression. While he knew of
Santori, at least by reputation,
his Grand Inquisitor remains
nameless. Anonymity is
maintained in any parable
worth repeating. We are
challenged in successive
generations by his insight.

Our Lenten fast has little to
do with the silly deprivations we
subscribe to for a short while. We
would do better to reflect on how
Jesus annoys us – challenges us
to engage his temptations as our
own. Knowing what he has done
is no assurance that we are
faithful in following his example.

Jesus has annoyed the
powerful and arrogant in
every generation, particularly
those who presume to know
his mind and speak for him.
The Grand Inquisitor knows
the solution and prescribes a
flame that would correct the
imperfections of compassion
in the midst of  a hurting
world … even at the steps of
the Catedral de Santa María
de la Sede.

How do we succumb to the
temptations and abhor Jesus’
resolute faith in the scriptural
accounts? I suspect our
infidelities are quickly
justified, our reasons
exceptional, excusable.

The long shadow of  the
Giralda features the faint
impression on the stone
pavement of  a statue atop the
tower: a statue representing
faith. The shadow plays
between the Grand Inquisitor
and Jesus visiting the streets
of  Seville. The sun tracks this
movement, its strength
growing as the shadows
lengthen and the days stretch
towards spring. Sometimes
clouds obscure our faith. The
play continues for us as faith
emerges in the tension of a
Lent where we find ourselves
both embracing our Messiah
and leading him to Golgotha
again and again.

“There was nothing left but
faith in what the heart doth
say,” comments Ivan.

Copyright © 2008 James T.
Irvine.
Canon Jim Irvine makes his
home in Fredericton
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Y O U T H

The Rev. Dr. George Porter is
diocesan Canon for Youth and
director of  youth action.

March 15
Youth Leaders’ Networking

 & Retreat Day

April 8-19
Soulrush

Diocesan event in Miramichi
youth age 12 to grade 12

May (16)17-19
TEC Weekend

For youth 16-21

June 10-15
 Generation 2008

National gathering of
Anglican youth ministry

leaders in London, ON
***

Adam O’Brien and Faith Penny (in the background) were among
more than 30 young people from various congregations who
celebrated Christmas in Uptown with an overnight of food, fun,
worship and teaching. For several years in the past youth
gathered for Christmas in Cowtown (Sussex area) and then one
year for Christmas in Lobstertown (Shediac Cape). Last year
Capt Jonathan Springthorpe, youth pastor at Stone Church,
brought Christmas to Uptown (Saint John). This was the second
such annual event, and we look forward to more in the future!

Having seen The
Golden Compass on
screen for myself, I’m

a bit surprised that the
controversy doesn’t seem to
have abated. As I watched the
movie, I wondered how
someone who had not read the
book would understand what
was being presented. Since
then I’ve spoken with several
other such people and found
near consensus that, while the
story was entertaining, they
didn’t really ‘get’ the bigger
picture or understand the
ongoing hullabaloo.

The special effects,
particularly with the animal
characters (daemons), were
well done. The story line was
quite truncated, however,
and confusing. The only real
hint that the ‘Magisterium’
had anything to do with
‘church’ was the obscure
depiction of iconic paintings
on the walls of  the local
headquarters where
panserbjørne Iorek Byrnison’s
armour was being hidden – a
detail that everyone I’ve talked
to missed.

One response has been to
advocate avoiding the movie
(and presumably the books)
entirely. I understand that
approach and can accept it
when parents are dealing
with younger children. I
expect this will become more
important with release of
further episodes.

I don’t, however, agree
with it when it comes to older
youth or young adults.
Taking this line of  attack is
precisely what Pullman
objects to about ‘organized
religion’, and here I am quite
in agreement with him.  I
would like to re-emphasize
what I said last month:
‘There is always a tendency
for some Christian people to
panic about anything which
calls our beliefs and

Temporary new home for
UNB (Fredericton) &

St. Thomas
Chaplain

Christopher Ketch and Capt
Rose Steeves, youth pastors in
the Miramichi area, recently
met with Archdeacon Pat
Drummand, Louise Whalen,
Liz Harding and George Porter
to plan the second Soulrush to
be held at St Andrew’s parish
hall in Miramichi on April 18
and 19. The theme for this
diocesan youth event, which is
open to young people from age
12 through grade 12, is “Old
Words, New Stories.”

Keepin’
Current

The Rev. Canon George
Porter, D.Phil. is the
Anglican Chaplain for UNB
(Fredericton) and St
Thomas University. He
operates out of  the Campus
Ministry office on the UNB
campus. This office has
been moved to a new
temporary location on the
second floor of Bridges
House (Room 216A), just
down the hill from the SUB.
George is available to
students, faculty or staff.
He is on campus most
Tuesdays and can be
reached by phone @ 459-
1801 or email at
george.porter@anglican.nb.ca

Mark Your Calendar and
watch nbay.ca for details
of these coming events

Get your
Camp Medley

Staff Application
on-line at

anglican.nb.ca

S O U L R U S H

***

C H R I S T M A S   U P T O W N

traditions into question. As
with anything of  this nature
parents will want to exercise
discretion and be as informed
as possible in order to
interact with what their
children are reading and
seeing. I would, however,
strongly caution against
making this one more ‘cause’
– one more thing to be
‘against.’”

A far better approach
would be to see it together,
and engage the challenges
and ideas presented.
Avoidance is a poor tool for
teaching anyone discernment
skills, leading most often to
shallow beliefs which easily
crumble before the
challenges we all face in real
life. One of  the major
problems we have
historically had in our
attempts at forming followers
of  Jesus has been telling
them what to think/believe
rather than how to think
things through. I remain
convinced that this is one of
the primary reasons behind
the enormous problem we
have with an attrition rate
for young disciples at more
than 80% by university age.

Only in the midst of
engagement and dialogue
with differences does one
learn to evaluate truth
claims. Only with challenges
does a person grow, change
and develop strong, healthy
beliefs.

(PART 2)

I’m curious, George …
What did you think of
The Golden Compass?

Where do people doing youth
ministry in our diocese get
good training?
How do we understand and
practice youth ministry in a
Canadian Anglican context?
What does the latest research,
writing, visioning and
thinking say about youth
ministry?
How do we make our youth
ministry relevant in the 21st
century?
Where can I meet with other
Canadian Anglicans who do
ministry with youth?

Generation 2008 National
Anglican Youth Ministry
Forum, June 10-15 at Huron
University College in London,
Ontario, is the answer all these
questions and more.

Generation 2008 is for
anyone whose ministry puts
them in contact with youth

and young adults, and it offers
formation, networking and
training for those who are new
to youth ministry as well as
those who have many years’
experience.

Register through http://
generation.anglican.ca, or
through George Porter
(george.porter@anglican.nb.ca).
The $375 fee for the five-day
event includes accommodation,
meals, workshops, plenary
sessions, resource CD and
evening socials. Three people
from each diocese will have
their conference fees paid and
their travel subsidized. This
‘Three for Free’ option is
intended to encourage
participation from right across
the country.

If  you would like to be a
subsidized participant,
contact George Porter today.


