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Back to the Manger 
- Christine Wu 

 

You’re off to great places, 

Today is your day! 

Your mountain is waiting, 

So…get on your way! ---Dr. Seuss 

 

This Dr. Seuss quote has been a favourite of 

mine for many years and when I reflect on 

this year’s Children’s Choir musical, it is so 

fitting for all that we have experienced. 

It was June and the committee were still 

trying to decide what the 2018 musical 

would be.  The children, as well as the 

parents were starting to ask, curious to see 

what new songs and dances they were going 

to learn to bring the message of God’s love 

to their friends and family, as well as to the 

community.  I’ve had the privilege to serve 

with the wonderful committee of Jimmy, 

Ben, & Irene and have seen the children’s 

choir grow not only in size, but also 

spiritually, over the last few years.   

The committee was pondering between two 

musical choices, with one of them being 

Back to the Manger.  We knew the 

challenges with Back to the Manger ahead 

of time—more lines for each child with a 

speaking part, different styles of songs, 

multiple costume changes, and the need for 

so many helpers.  It was exciting as well as 

concerning—could we accomplish putting 

together this outreach program?  I remember 

Irene messaging us and said, “Let’s go 

ahead with it and with the faith of God 

leading the way”.  And so with that, we went 

on our way! 

For the last few years, Irene & I have held a 

summer camp for the choir children.  What 

started out as a four-day camp has now 

grown to a two-week camp, 9 am to 3 pm 

daily, and the focus of those two weeks is 

for the children to learn most, if not all of 

the songs and dances for the musical.  It also 

is an opportunity to increase the bonding 

between the children through daily prayer 

and devotion time and play time.  It is 

encouraging and heartwarming to see how 

they support each other during practices and 

go all out with playing during games time 

and breaks. It was quite a high expectation 

on the children, as well as on Irene, who had 

to come up with the choreography!   

Irene and I do a reality check after the first 

week of camp—how much is left to learn of 

the musical and how the children are doing.  

We do expect the first week to be slow—but 

this year, it was slower than usual.  Some of 

our leaders in the choir also were starting to 

express their concern and were not sure if 
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we could make it.  Had we picked something 

that challenged us beyond our abilities?  It 

was on my mind that weekend after the first 

week.  But of course, God is amazing, and 

uses these situations to help us learn that it is 

not we think what our abilities are, but that 

with Him, anything is possible. 

The second week of camp went more 

smoothly, and all the children were focussed 

and did a great job of learning everything.  

By the end of camp, we were back on track 

and about 80% of the songs and dances were 

done. 

September onwards consisted of more 

practices on Thursday evenings and 

eventually the addition of Saturday 

afternoons closer to the presentation date.  

Thank you to all the parents for entrusting 

the children with us and believing as well as 

understanding our teaching style.  We are 

dedicated to working with the children 

during their spiritual journey.  I learn much 

from them each year—there is something 

very powerful that I get from them through 

their simple and direct love of God and 

wanting to spread God’s love to others.  This 

sometimes is lost as we get older and life’s 

challenges intervene.  I am blessed and 

thankful that they help keep me on track in 

my own spiritual journey. 

As the children were continuing to work on 

fine tuning everything, the background now 

became the focus.  We needed helpers!  And 

lots of them!  It is amazing to see how 

everyone came together.  What I saw 

through this was unity, determination, & 

dedication.  Unity in everyone working 

together—from set design (Wendy), lighting 

(Jacob & David), sound (Alex & Jason), 

visual (Weoi Peng), and costume, hair and 

makeup (the Stephanie’s).  These are but a 

few names of our helpers.  At the end of it, 

we had close to 50 helpers, across all three 

congregations.  Determination and 

dedication—having to squeeze the children 

and helpers backstage (I counted 31 people!) 

was definitely a challenge, but the helpers 

made it work.  We had some illnesses during 

the 2
nd

 performance and other children 

jumped in and filled in for their parts.  The 

team work and support between the children 

was so touching. 

We also had a wonderful opportunity to 

present the musical at Henderson Mall the 

weekend following.  At one point, we 

wanted to keep the presentation very 

simple—no props, no costumes.  It was 

another challenge to overcome and we 

didn’t want to burden the helpers to do it one 

more time.  However, the helpers were like, 

“Why wouldn’t we do it?” And so, up went 

the tent next to the stage for costume 

changes and the props appeared on stage.  

Again, the helpers made it work.  Team 

work is amazing! 

My lasting memory of this year’s musical 

production includes the following: 

 Smiles and cheers not for ourselves, 

but that we were all doing this for the 

Glory of God 
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 Caring and support between the 

children and helpers—so touching! 

 Hard work by all those involved 

 Outreach outcomes of messages 

from our guests who were touched to 

either want to get to know more 

about God or have started to come to 

Church 

We are looking forward to next year’s 

musical and the process to get us there! 

 

How good and pleasant it is when 

God’s people live together in unity!   

Psalm 133:1 
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Back to the Manger 
- Irene Cheung 

 

Wow… another memorable Christmas 

Musical put up by Westwood Alliance 

Church Children's Choir, "Back to the 

Manger". There are so many things that I am 

thankful for but I can only name a few 

here.... 

 We had 641 people in total attending 

this event (294 for the 3pm show and 

347 for the 7:30pm show). Many of 

them were not usual church attendees 

and many were families with young 

children. Some were teachers and 

principals. We strongly believe that the 

seeds had been sowed and we know 

that God was there with us!! Glory to 

the Heavenly Father.  

 The theme of this year's musical is 

about outreach. We were glad that we 

were able to invite Mayor Richard 

Stewart and his wife Anna Rosa as 

well as a community singing group 

Duly Noted to join us to celebrate 

Christmas together. We wanted to tell 

the world that we love our community. 

That's why we shared Jesus's love with 

them.  

 We had a total of 50 brothers and 

sisters across three congregations 

serving together. They were all fully 

committed to this ministry. Some even 

took time off from work and worked 

until midnight to get things done for 

this musical. After the show, 1 brother 

from Cantonese and 1 sister from 

Mandarin came to me to say they 

would like to serve in the Children's 

Choir next year. Praise the Lord!  

 20 boxes of food cans were collected 

and donated to the Food Bank. The 

children were super excited that they 

could create a difference for the less 

fortunate people.  

 4 children got sick unexpectedly 

during the 2nd show and the rest of 

them stepped up from their plate to 
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speak the lines, sing and improvise the 

dance to make it work without much 

time to coordinate. At the end, one 

child said, "this choir is truly a 

community filled with love that 

I have never experienced anywhere 

outside, not in school, not with my 

other friends.... when one got sick, the 

rest of us were so concerned 

and did whatever we could to make it 

work!" The kids did not just 

learn about "loving with actions" from 

this musical... they actually did it on 

the show day!  

 I heard the story of one family with a 

young kid was "church-hopping" and 

had decided to join our church. The 

dad made a comment that "God meant 

to send me here!" The daughter started 

attending our church Sunday School 

on the next day after the show. I heard 

that we had 8 more new children 

attending Children Sunday Service the 

next day.  

 A non-believer's family wrote me a 

message to say "Thank you very much 

for inviting me to watch "Back to the 

Manger". We enjoyed the show very 

much. My dad does not usually go to 

church, but really appreciated the kids 

that he got up dancing at the finale. 

You and your team brought lots of 

happiness to us. The message was very 

clear: "Jesus loves me, I need to love 

Jesus". We will definitely come every 

year for the musical.... as for accepting 

Christ, I will keep learning about Him 

and hope that I will accept Jesus one 

day".  

I can't stop thanking God for all His 

miraculous power to speak to the audience, 

children and the co-workers directly through 

this musical. I am certainly very blessed to 

be part of the team and am still in awe when 

reflecting on all His amazing work. Wasn't 

that the best gift to God for celebrating 

Jesus's birthday? 

Happy birthday to Jesus. I wish You 

accepted the gift that was presented to you 

by all of us in Westwood Alliance Church 

family from young and old, across all three 

congregations. Glory to the Heavenly Father.  


