
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

 

There is an elderly woman named Norena who lives in southern Florida.  When a hurricane hit that 

area, her home was one of many that was severely damaged.  Norena received an insurance settlement, 

and the repair work began.  However, when the money ran out, so did the contractor, leaving an 

unfinished home with no electricity.  In 2007 Norena was living in her dark, unfinished home.  The 

astonishing part of this story is that she had been living without power for fifteen (15) years. You see 

the hurricane that had damaged her house was not hurricane Katrina (2005) but hurricane Andrew - a 

hurricane which struck in 1992.  She had no heat in her home when the winter chills settled over 

southern Florida. She had no air conditioning when the temperature climbed into the 90’s and the 

humidity clung to 100 percent.  She did not have one hot shower. Without money to finish the repairs, 

Norena just got by with a small lamp and a single burner.  

 

Her neighbors did not seem to notice the absence of power in her home. Acting on a tip, one day, the 

mayor of the Miami-Dade area got involved. It only took a few hours of work by electrical contractor, 

Kent Crook, to return power to Norena’s house. CBS News reported that Norena planned to let the 

water get really hot, and then take her first "bubble bath" in a decade and a half. "It’s hard to describe 

having the electricity...to switch on," Norena told reporters, "It’s just overwhelming." 

 

How unthinkable it is that a person should live in a house without electricity for all those years, and yet 

how many Christians have been living their entire lives without ever knowing what it is like to have 

the overwhelming Power of the Holy Spirit operating within them? I believe that some have had that 

Power turned off for so long, that they would not even recognize it if it came back on! 

 

Last week I said that God made you for a purpose.  You are unique.  There are 5 things that make up 

who you are.  These are your SHAPE – your Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality and 

Experiences.  Today we are going to look at the first of these. 

 

The moment you become a Christian, God gave you a special supernatural ability called a Spiritual 

Gift.  They help us to fulfill the mission God gave us to do. 

 

1 Cor 12:1  Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant…  4  There are 

different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  

6  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  7  Now to 

each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

 

Spiritual Gifts are special abilities different from learned experiences or natural physical abilities.  

They are what God has given you in order for you to do the purpose He planned for you.  This passage 

says that all believers have been given something and that they have been given it not for your own 

good but for the COMMON good. 

 

1 Cor 1:4  I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  5  For in him 

you have been enriched in every way -- in all your speaking and in all your knowledge --  6  because 

our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  7  Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as 

you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 

 

In a different version this passage reads that god has “enriched your church with gifts.”  You do not 

earn your gift or even choose it.  It is given by God and is not for your benefit.  The gifts are given to 

help other people just as other people in the church family are given their gifts to help you.   



When everyone uses their gifts then you are blessed and the church is blessed.  As I said last week, if 

you do not use your gift then the puzzle is missing a piece and everything does not get done. 

 

The Bible lists at least twenty different spiritual gifts.  There are lots of different opinions on what are 

and are not Spiritual Gifts and what are just natural abilities or talents.  Spiritual gifts and natural 

abilities are different.  For instance, how many of you can roll your tongue?  About 53% can roll their 

tongue; I can’t do it so you people are just plain weird!  Can anybody wiggle your ears?  Anybody 

double-jointed in their fingers or shoulders?  Do any of you hear voices in your head?  Just kidding!   

 

All of us have different natural and physical abilities.  When you were born you got a set of natural 

abilities.  When you are born again you get a new set of spiritual abilities.  What’s the difference?  

Spiritual gifts produce spiritual results. 

 

For instance, have you ever noticed the difference between a Bible teacher and someone with the gift 

of teaching/preaching?  The difference is the difference between information and transformation.  

When you are gifted at teaching the Bible, it transforms people’s lives.  It changes them on the inside.  

It has an additional power to it that just normal teaching doesn’t have.   

 

Have you ever noticed the difference between somebody who is naturally good at singing and 

somebody who has the spiritual gift of encouragement or exhortation while they sing?  When you hear 

someone who is a really good singer you say “Great voice” but when you hear somebody who is 

spiritually gifted you say “Great God!”  It draws your attention to God and not the person singing.   

 

This is what God says our spiritual gifts are for.  They’re additional power to do the purpose God has 

for you.  Today I am not so much going to talk about the specifics of each gift.  There is a Spiritual 

Gifts Survey available in the lobby today.  Next Sunday at 8:45 you are welcome to come and attend a 

class in the youth auditorium that looks at each of these gifts in detail.  Today let’s look at four reasons 

why you need to know what your spiritual gifts are: 

 

1.   THEY SHAPE YOUR WORK 

 

We said last week that in architecture, form follows function.  Tell me what you want to use the 

building for, and I’ll tell you how to build it.  Figure out how God shaped you and then you will know 

what you’re supposed to do with your life. 

 

John 9:4  As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one 

can work .  5  While I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

 

We are only here for a while and then we will go into eternity.  I’ve got to get the job done while I’m 

here because I’m not going to be here forever.  That’s true of you, too.   

 

John 17:4  I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 

 

God never gives you work to do without giving you the ability to do it.  These are your spiritual gifts.  

They’re lying dormant in you until you decide to discover them and develop them.   

 

Many surveys have shown that most Americans are in the wrong job.  They are doing something they 

are not shaped to do.  They are doing it for economic reasons, not because it’s fulfilling.  Not because 

they’re good at it but just because it’s putting bread on the table.   



There are lots of movies about superheroes these days.  E.g. the movie The Incredibles or Unbreakable.   

 

Life is too short to waste your life on a job that doesn’t express who you were made to be.  This is 

especially true of serving in the church.  What matters is what God has shaped you to do.  My gift is 

the potential I have to bless others.  It is the development of your spiritual gifts, the abilities that God 

has given you, that blesses other people.   

 

How much is a bar of iron worth?  A plain bar of iron is worth $5. The same bar of iron if made into 

horse shoes would be worth $50. If it were made into needles, it would be worth $5,000. If it were 

made into balance springs for fine Swiss watches, it would be worth $500,000. The raw material is not 

as important as how it's developed. God says we have spiritual gifts, but their worth to Him will be 

dependent on how we use and develop them. 

 

2. THEY SHOW YOUR WORTH   

 

Your gifts show your worth.  Today many people lack self-esteem because they base their worth on the 

wrong things.  Real self-esteem comes from three things: 

 

a.   God created you - He thought up every detail of your life before you were born.  ($20 bill) 

b.   Jesus died for you - that is what He was willing to pay for you. 

c.   God’s Spirit lives in you - He works with and through us to change the world.   

 

These things show your worth.  Every believer has spiritual gifts, even kids.  An eight-year-old has 

spiritual gifts if he knows the Lord.  They can begin to make a spiritual contribution. 

 

Eph 2:10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

In one translation it says that we are God’s masterpiece.   The Greek word used here is POIEMA from 

where we get the English word poem.  We are God’s poem that he speaks to the world as we use our 

gifts to bless others.   

 

You are needed.  You’re needed in this church.  You are needed in this community.  You are needed in 

this world.  God brought you here to make a contribution.  There are no little people in the family of 

God.  Every part, every role is important.  God says your gifts shape your work and show your worth.  

There is another thing gifts do:  

 

3. THE SHARE YOUR WORSHIP 

 

Worship means not only loving God with our hearts and head but also our hands.  When you use the 

gifts that God has given you, it is an act of worship.  God smiles when you use the gifts that He’s given 

you to use.   

 

Remember in Chariots of Fire, Erik Liddell, the runner said, “I believe God made me for a purpose, 

but he also made me fast. And when I run I feel His pleasure.”  

 

Can you relate to that?  Can you remember a time when you used your gifts and it just made you feel 

God’s pleasure?    The reason God is pleased is because using our gifts brings Him glory.   



The best part of my week is right before I walk up onto the stage to preach.  I love that moment and I 

look forward to it.  What is that moment for you?  What is it that you look forward to doing? 

 

John 15:8  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples. 

 

When you use your gifts correctly, God gets glory.  When you don’t use them, God doesn’t.  And you 

certainly can’t please God with gifts you don’t have.  God doesn’t expect you to be talented or gifted at 

everything.  He just wants you to use what He’s given you.  The greatest feeling in the world is to use 

your gifts for God’s purpose because it works, and you know it, and you enjoy it.  It is the greatest 

thrill in the world being used by God.   

 

Gifts shape your work, show your worth, share your worship and lastly: 

 

4. THEY SHINE YOUR WITNESS 

 

Remember, spiritual gifts bring spiritual results.  When used they help you bear fruit.  

 

Matt 5:14  "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  15  Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 

the house.  16  In the same way, let your light  shine  before men, that they may see your good deeds 

and praise your Father in heaven. 

 

When you use your spiritual gifts, it not only makes God and you happy, it is a witness to other people.  

Evangelism is sharing the good news.  There are as many ways to tell the good news to people as there 

are shapes in the world.  Spiritual gifts help us to live lives that others can see Jesus in us.  If we look 

at the ways the people in the New Testament shared we see that every situation was different. 

 

As we can see from these last 4 points, it is important to use your spiritual gifts.  So how do you do 

that?  How do you start using the gifts God put inside of you?   

 

a. YOU MUST DISCOVER THEM   

 

The first step is figuring out what they are.  You’ve got to know what they are before you can use 

them.  You must stop neglecting the fact that inside of you are some dormant gifts that you’re not even 

using.   

 

1 Tim 4:14  Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body 

of elders laid their hands on you. 

 

How do you discover your spiritual gifts?  Three ways:   

 

First, you EXAMINE.  That means you study spiritual gifts.  Read a book and look at what the Bible 

says about them.  Get a survey and fill it out and then join us in the youth auditorium next Sunday at 

8:45 to examine what the different gifts really are. 

 

Second, you EVALUATE what you’re good at.  One of the ways to do that is by asking other people, 

“What do you think I’m good at?”  People who know you will recognize your giftedness before you 

do.  It is in their affirmation that you learn your spiritual gifts.   



Third, you EXPERIMENT.  That means you go out and try as much different stuff as possible.  You 

will probably not learn your spiritual gifts by taking a test.  There are all kinds of tests you can take but 

they do not usually help.  Get out and get involved. 

 

If you want to do something, and you think you’re good at it but nobody else thinks you’re good at it, 

it may not be your gift.  Be honest and realize you may not be gifted at that.  If three people tell you 

you’re a duck, then you’re probably a duck.  You just need to be brutally honest.   

 

Some of you are sitting here saying “I’m waiting for God to tell me what He wants me to do with my 

life.”  It isn’t going to happen.  You cannot steer a parked car.  You’ve got to be moving.  If you are 

not moving God cannot steer you.  Get out there and volunteer for something.  Just start using your life 

to help other people.     

 

b. YOU MUST DEDICATE THEM   

 

You dedicate your gifts back to God.  Some of you already know what you’re good at.  What you need 

to do is dedicate that ability to God.  It was not given for your good but for the good of those around 

you.  Use what you have been given. 

 

c. YOU MUST DEVELOP THEM 

 

Gifts are like muscles, the more you use it, the bigger it gets.  The more you use it, like a muscle, the 

more it develops.  You get better at it through practice.  

 

Gifts are not necessarily mature at the time of discovery ... they are developed through practice. -- 

Doris Freese 

 

When God gives you something, if you use it well, He gives you more of it.  When you use what God 

gives you and you use it well, He says, “I can trust that person.  I’m going to give them more and more 

and more.”  When my kids were little they did not have to carry the heavy bags of groceries into the 

house.  Now they do. 

 

d.   YOU MUST DEPLOY THEM 

 

That means you get out on the field and use them.  The best way to practice and develop and deploy 

and dedicate and discover your spiritual gifts is in a small group.  It’s a testing ground.  It’s where you 

need to get started.   

 

Imagine what would happen if everybody in our church did this – if there were no spectators in the 

church.   What if everybody said, “I know my gift, and I’m using my gift.”  What kind of power, what 

kind of impact would we have on this world?  It would be unstoppable. 

 

"No local congregation will be what it should be, what Jesus prayed that it would be, what the Holy 

Spirit gifted it and empowered it to be, until it understands spiritual gifts." John MacArthur  

 


