
Receiving the Word of God!    October 18, 20 

1 Thess. 2: 13 – 16 

Here is a truth Disciple Makers need to understand – while we need to challenge our 
children in the faith to be all God wants them to be, we also need to encourage them 
by pointing out where they are making progress!  Encouragement goes a long way 
to helping believers grow in faith! 

Paul reminds this church that he is thanking God without ceasing for their 
faithfulness to God’s revealed truth! 

1. They Received the Word! 

That means they took it in and it became part of them!  It was not just verses they 
memorized or stories they could recite, but they allowed truth to permeate their 
very lives! 

They were converted!  From one life to another!  From sin to saint!  They were 
changed and transformed by truth! 

a. They welcomed it!  They embraced it 
b. From Paul, Timothy and Silas.  They had heard and seen the evidence of the 

truth in these apostles’ lives! 
c. Not as words of men! 

Men’s words are fickle – they change from time to time and circumstance to 
circumstance! 
Men’s words often are spoken from selfish motives 
Men’s words – like excuses – never satisfy anyone 

d. As the Words of God 

Eternal – Life giving – Hope filled!   

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

2. The Word Works effectively in them! 

The effectiveness of the word in their lives was evidence of their having received the 
truth of God! 

Note that “works” is in the present active tense as well as “who believe.”   

They were being changed continually and the world could and did see the change! 

a. Their godly character! 
b. Their continued obedience! 
c. God glorifying results! 

 
3. They became a genuine church of God! 



The difference between the Big C church and the little c church!  The universal 
church verses the local church!  Of the approximately 117 X the word ecclesia is 
used 98 X are of the local church! 

Note there are churches that are not of God!  The difference is that churches of God 
follow Jesus and are obedient to His commands no matter what! 

There is a need for balance! 

This church shared the Christ life with others! 

This church received persecution because of their witness! 

This church endured the persecution to fulfill their mission! 

So what do we take from this passage? 

1. Receive the word of God as if it is God speaking it directly to you! 
2. Allow the word of God to work continually to grow you up! 
3. Join together with brothers and sisters locally to witness the glory of God 

through functioning in the body of Christ local! 

If we will do those things the evidence of God’s hand will be on us just like it was on 
the church at Thessalonica! 

May we become His Church Here Today! 

Discussion: 

1. When you read the Bible do you consciously understand this is God’s word to 
you?  Why or why not?  How do you know the difference? 

2. Is there evidence of the words transforming power in your life?  How so? 
3. Are you functioning together in the church so the world sees cooperation and 

progress in your life – in the church – in the community? 
4. How can you participate better in your church today? 

 


