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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Good morning and welcome to this service of worship on the twenty-first Sunday 
after Pentecost.   My name is Paul Schumacher and I am the interim priest-in-charge during this 
time of transition, here at the Church of The Advent.   
We invite you to come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses and your 
fears.  Come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, along 
with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  For God loves us all and 
all are welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “If you love me, you will keep my 
word, and my Father will love you, and we will come to you.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 403 “Let All Things Now Living 
(Katherine K. Davis 1892-1980 – Welsh Traditional melody © 1978, Lutheran Book of Worship)  

 
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

  To God the creator triumphantly raise, who fashioned 
  And made us, protected and stayed us, who guides us 
  On to the end of our days.  Love’s banners are o’er us: 
  God’s light goes before us, a pillar of fire shinning forth 
  In the night, till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,  
  As forward we travel from light into Light. 
 
  God’s law still enforces the stars in their courses  
  And causes the sun in its splendour to shine; 
  The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,  
  The deeps of the ocean in praises combine. 
  We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
  With glad adoration a song let us raise 
  Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving; 
  “To God in the highest, hosana and praise!” 
 
 
 
 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one communion in the mystical body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 
commitment, so that we might know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who 
love you, through Jesus Christ, Our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:   
Almighty and everliving God,  
Increase in us your gift of faith, that forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what is 
before, we may run the way of your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: MV 188 “I Thank You, Thank You, Jesus”     
                              (Arrangement © 2007 The United Church of Canada) 

  
  Asante sana Yesu, Asante sana Yesu,  

Asante sana Yesu, moyoni. 
Asante sana Yesu, Asante sana Yesu,  
Asante sana Yesu, moyoni. 

 
I Thank you, thank you, Jesus, 
I Thank you, thank you, Jesus, 
I Thank you, thank you, Jesus, in my heart. 
I Thank you, thank you, Jesus, 
I Thank you, thank you, Jesus, 
I Thank you, thank you, Jesus, in my heart. 
 
 
 



Asante sana Yesu, Asante sana Yesu,  
Asante sana Yesu, moyoni. 
Asante sana Yesu, Asante sana Yesu,  
Asante sana Yesu, moyoni. 

 
Psalm: 90 (BAS Pg. 826)                                                                                                    
                                                                                      
Lord, you have been our refuge * from one generation to another. 
 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 
 
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, *“Go back, O child of earth.” 
 
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * and like a watch in the 
night. 
 
5 You sweep us away like a dream; * we fade away suddenly like the grass. 
 
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
 
 
13 Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * be gracious to your servants. 
 
14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * so shall we rejoice and be glad all the 
days of our life. 
 
15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * and the years in which we 
suffered adversity. 
 
16 Show your servants your works * and your splendour to their children. 
 
17 May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; * prosper the work of our hands; 
prosper our handiwork. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 2:1-8       
                                                              
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 
we had already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 
please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, 
we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 



mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of 
Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So 
deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP 73 “One Bread, One Body” 
(John B. Foley © 1978, John B. Foley SJ and New Dawn Music, Administered by Oregon Catholic Press) 
                                       

  Refrain: 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 

  One cup of blessing which we bless – 
  And we though many, throughout the earth, 
  We are one body in the one Lord. 
 
  Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
  Woman or man, no more.   (Refrain)   
 
  Many the gifts, many the works, 
  One in the Lord of all.   (Refrain)   
 
  Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
  Gathered to one for all.   (Refrain)   
 

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46                                                                                             
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the 
law is the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.’  
 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: ‘What do 
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ He said to 
them, ‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,  
 “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’ ”?  



If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ No one was able to give him an answer, 
nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.  
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                              Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

I will end each petition with “O Lord of Love;”  
Please respond with; Hear our prayer 

 
We pray the church throughout the world may love you with all its heart and soul and mind and 
may exemplify your love in all its life, saying:  

O Lord of love, hear our prayer. 
 

That our country, in all its foreign and domestic policies, may care for immigrants, the 
indigenous and the oppressed, all victims of economic exploitation, and all poorer and smaller 
nations, saying:  

O Lord of love, hear our prayer. 
 
That leaders and pastors, with insight and fidelity, may practice love and compassion for all in 
need, for all who live in misery, and for all outcasts of society, saying:  

O Lord of love, hear our prayer. 
 

 



That like the Thessalonians, our community may live in the faith and joy of the Holy Spirit, 
saying:   

O Lord of love, hear our prayer. 
 
That the wealth of our land may enable us to live in just stewardship of the earth's goods, in 
care for our natural resources, and in compassion for the needy, saying:  

O Lord of love, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who have asked for our prayers, we pray for those we know need our 
prayers and we pray for who have no one to pray for them.   We ask that you hold them in Your 
healing hands. You alone know their needs Lord.  We pray for Dianne, Sheila, Alice, Maureen, 
Barb and any others you wish to pray for either out loud or silently in you heart and mind.    

O Lord of love, hear our prayer. 
 

Loving Father, we pray for all who mourn. We pray for the family and friends of Adrian Harding 
especially his mother Azeita. We pray for the quiet repose of the soul of Betty and we ask your 
blessing upon her family. We ask that they find comfort in You. Let them know they are loved 
and wrap them in the love of You.  

O Lord of love, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord we pray for peace. Peace in our hearts and peace in our homes.  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them to share in his forgiveness.   Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 
May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  



on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 500 “Sister Let Me Be Your Servant” 
                                                  (Richard Gillard© 1977 Scripture in Song – div. of Integrity Music Inc.)  

  
Sister, let me be your servant,  
let me as Christ to you; 

 Pray that I may have the grace 
 To let you be my servant too. 
 
 We are pilgrims on a journey, 
 Fellow travellers on the road; 
 We are here to help each other 
 Walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
 I will hold the Christ-light for you 
 In the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you; 
 Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
 I will weep when you are weeping; 
 When you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 
 I will share your joy and sorrow 
 Till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
  
 



When we sing to God in heaven, 
 We shall find such harmony, 
 Born of all we’ve known together 
 Of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
 Brother, let me be your servant, 
 Let me be as Christ to you; 
 Pray that I may have the grace to 
 Let you be my servant too. 
 
Commissioning: By your word, eternal God, your creation sprang forth, and we were given the 
breath of life. By your word, death is overcome, Christ is raised from the tomb, and we are 
given new life in the power of your Holy Spirit. May we boldly proclaim this good news in our 
words and our deeds, rejoicing always in your powerful presence, through Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour.  Amen. 
 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Church in Wales. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, & Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 

For S. Peter, Quamichan, & Diocese of Caledonia.  
In the Selkirk Region for Church of the Advent. 

 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 

Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,  
Joan, Maureen, Barb, & Azeita. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  
 


