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 You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.  And in our minds 

Herod’s question as Jesus stands arrested and on trial before him, “What is truth?”  

And quickly on his heels, the movie a “Few Good Men” and a young, but always wild-

eyed and on the edge of scary Jack Nicholson bellows out, “You can’t handle the 

truth!”  Perhaps a “truer” statement has never been spoken.  Because truth is a double-

edged sword, one we never really want pointed at ourselves.  And as is already 

evident in John’s Gospel we just heard; we would rather shape our lives and our story 

around the half-truths.  We prefer the illusion, the censored version, or maybe the best 

word, the delusion.  But what’s at stake—and here Jesus does not mince any words—

what’s at stake is freedom.  And that is already more than a bit offensive. 

 Freedom.  In the midst of this pandemic, freedom has been and is at stake too, 

and that has been playing itself out in all kinds of ways in our lives, in our news and in 

our living rooms.  And as Canadians (the country of freedom, btw…) we have been 

less than happily distracted and outraged to watch and comment and point our sword 

of truth to the larger than life spectacle on the big screen for all to see just south of our 

borders.  In the horrific truths of what is now the 2020 catch phrase of systemic 

violence that plays itself out very personally in the lives of the racially marginalized, in 

the homes and fears of a people gunned down in the streets simply because of the 

colour of their skin.  Freedom is at stake.  Individual freedom.  Constitutional freedom.  

And the power of the ruling class exercising freedoms all their own.   
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And in the past weeks, we have watched the spectacle of the less than 

presidential behaviour; the pomp, bolster and political platform thriving on and inciting 

division, separation, self-interest; the very public “in your face” display of a president 

who rips off his face mask to say, “We are the masters of our own destiny, and nothing, 

not even a virus will stand in our way.”  And freedom is at stake.  Individual freedom.  

Constitutional freedom.  Private right.  Public safety.  And the power of the ruling class 

exercising freedoms all their own.  We have watched.  And take it or leave it; we have 

allowed ourselves to be distracted because we can’t handle the truth that is our own.  

 But now it is forefront in our news.  And our truth is the same, the 2020 version of 

ourselves in pandemic only a truth we have tried to hide that cannot be hidden 

anymore.  As crowds of people take to the streets, unmasked and in protest of 

governments trying to mandate physical distancing and wearing of masks.  In public 

displays that make the claim that we too are the masters of our own destiny, and 

nothing, not even a virus will stand in our way.  Individual freedom.  Private right.  

Government authority.  Economic mandates and cuts to health care.  A pandemic on 

the rise.  The weak and vulnerable are dying, and the power of the ruling class 

exercising freedoms all their own.  Are we watching? 

And are we watching as the flames of arson rise high into the night, as we see 

the aftermath of charred lobster skeletons laying on the beach.  As the flames of our 

very Canadian and very systemic racism blaze and burn.   Individual right.  Treaty 

rights.  Constitutional rights.   Are we watching; are we offended that our Canadian 
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story is the same story of systemic racism, and gender exclusion, and classism, and 

violence that is now playing out publicly in Nova Scotia, and each and every day in our 

hearts of fear?  “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”  And while 

Jesus says that freedom is at stake, we can’t handle the truth; it is a truth we don’t 

want to hear.  “Because to take seriously Jesus’ claims about setting us free is to take 

seriously the proposition, that we are all enslaved—that we are all slaves—to powers 

beyond our capability to control.”1 

And now we are right alongside the people of John’s Gospel that Jesus speaks 

to today.  And btw (by the way)—not just any people—believers, people of faith, faith in 

Jesus.  And as we enter their story—a people, at the moment, happily distracted.  

Because it is the festival of Passover.  And there is spectacle.  The smell of smoke and 

roasting flesh, the jingling of coin, the music, the ritual, the dancing.  And freedom is at 

stake here too.  A boy, an urchin, an orphan, darting between the tables of the 

merchants, with a stolen loaf of bread, and an angry merchant shouting, “Stop!  Thief!  

Catch that boy!”  Can we blame him?—the boy—a slave to hunger and the system that 

creates a class of rich carried on the backs of the hungry and poor?  We can easily 

point to the merchant.  While in the background—the history.  The heritage. The stories 

of freedom.  Of the God of Abraham and Isaac, of Moses and Aaron and Miriam, of 

lands of promises and a people led from slavery into freedom. 

 
1 Matt Skinner workingpreacher.org October 2009 



 

4 Reformation Oct 25/20 John 8:31-36 

And Jesus is among them.  And the people have been watching.  Each and 

every day some kind of commotion.  A healing in the temple on the Sabbath.  A life 

radically altered.  But others complain and are outraged.  Individual freedom, health, 

well-being.  The power of tradition, the constancy and authority of rule.  Do the people 

find the truth of themselves in the one who needs healing; in life in desperate need of 

radical change; in a world that puts tradition and rule before healing and wholeness?  

They have never seen anything like this.  Like Jesus.  And they believe.  They gather.  

They follow.  They watch.   

The people watch and gather on a hillside with the poor and the hungry.  As 

Jesus breaks bread and feeds a multitude.  And it is easy to point at government 

policies that ignore the hungry and ostracize the poor.  Because they know in 

themselves a hunger that cannot be fed.  And now an uproar, as Jesus enters the 

temple courts.   As Jesus overturns the tables of the money changers; as Jesus drives 

out the merchants and all those caught in the systems of greed; drives out all those 

who earn their wealth and place by disadvantaging the poor—and we can celebrate 

from afar because it does not yet the truth of our own greed.   

Then once more, shouting, commotion.  A prostitute, dragged in by authorities, 

about to be stoned.  But only the woman and not the man, even though there are two 

sides to that equation—well, it’s the law.  And the power of the ruling class exercising 

freedoms all their own.  But Jesus is right in the middle of it again.  The people watch; 

they hear as Jesus says, “Let the one who is without sin, throw the first stone…”  And 
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one more thread is pulled.  And all the working categories of clean and unclean, sinner 

or chosen—all fall into question; as one by one, the accusers drop their stones and 

walk away.  And Jesus forgives the woman, frees her for a new, radically altered life.  

As the people watch.  Do they see the uncomfortable truth we are not ready to admit—

of the stones each of us carries; the guns and weapons of arson and destruction we 

wield everyday; the truth of our divisions like visible flames rising in dark night?  How 

much we need radical change!  How much we need Jesus to free us!  But as it is, the 

temple courts fill once more with smoke and coin, dancing and music; and in the back-

ground the irony of a history, a heritage, the stories of freedom and the God of 

Abraham and Isaac, of Moses and Aaron and Miriam—of lands of promise and a 

people led from slavery into freedom.  Freedom that is at stake now more than ever.   

And Jesus does not mince words; with truth we don’t want to hear; truth we 

cannot handle.  Truth spoken directly to people of faith, with a heritage and a history—

a heritage and history we celebrate on this Reformation Sunday.  To us, to people of 

faith of every generation, Jesus speaks an offending truth.  That while we have faith; 

we are yet in slavery.  Yet slaves to that politically incorrect word “sin.”  To every form, 

hope, identity, heritage, or system that keeps us in the distraction and delusion that we 

are or can be or always have been masters of our own destiny—a delusion of greed, 

power and control that perpetuates the hunger, division, and poverty of us all. 

BUT.  But Jesus.  Jesus is among us.  In the middle of our spectacle.  In the 

middle of our hunger and pain.  In the middle of a day that celebrates what God has 
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done in the past.  Jesus is among us.  To declare that God is not a quaint distraction or 

delusion.  That God is not confined to words on a page or an ancient history of a 

saving past.  But in Jesus, God is already saving now.  In Jesus, God is already 

healing, feeding, forgiving.  In Jesus, God is pulling the threads, unraveling all the 

working categories of clean and unclean, sinner or chosen.  In Jesus, God is taking our 

stones, our guns, our weapons of arson, and our crucifixion nails and lays them down 

in death.  The Christ of the cross is powerfully and poignantly announcing that God will 

never abandon us; never allow rule or tradition or power or greed to take priority.   The 

Christ of the cross is powerfully and poignantly announcing that God always places 

healing and feeding and forgiveness and grace—that God’s first and only priority is 

freedom.  Freedom in Jesus—who is Truth, who is the dynamic, living, active Word—in 

Jesus, God is rewriting our story—setting us free; leading us from slavery into freedom, 

radically altering life in this world for healing and grace, for community, for love and life 

together right now and into a future we cannot even grasp or imagine. 

“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”  This is God’s promise 

declared to us in The Truth who is Jesus.  And the invitation Jesus makes? “Continue.”  

Not simply a keep on keeping on.  Not an exhortation to hang in there.  But to tarry, to 

linger, to abide, to dwell deep and rich in with and within this Truth; to live connected 

in, with and within, in relationship with Jesus.  “Continue in my word, and you shall 

know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”  Freedom is at stake.  But if the Son 

sets us free, we shall be free indeed!”  Thanks be to God!  Amen.  


