
Welcome to Aurora United Church 
…uniting hearts and hands on the journey. 

 
 

 
 

   

Pentecost 21 

October 25, 2020 
 

Driven by the forces of love, the fragments of the world seek each other 
so that the world may come into being. (Teilhard de Chardin, 20th century) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 
PRELUDE         We Are Not Alone (Pepper Choplin) Sandy Ridge Mennonite Church  
                               
   
 WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP     Joshua & Matthew Lyon 
 
All creation braces for the coming cold, 
in the midst of seasonal change. 
We come, wondering, waiting, 
worrying, wanting. 
We share, in this time, the need 
for faith and for widening connections. 
So we come to worship, for guidance, 
for mutual understanding and for 
relationship. 
In the midst of a whirlwind of change, 
God gathers us in from our places of 
refuge and safety; 
God gathers us in loving embrace. 
We come to listen for God’s voice— 
in word and song…from videos— 
from the community we are. 
We participate in worship from our separate,  
singular households, 
but we offer our thanks and praise  
to God as one in Christ. 
Let us worship. 
 
 



-3- 
 

HYMN      Let All Things Now Living  (K. Davis/Welsh Folk Melody)  VU 242 
 
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
to God our Creator triumphantly raise; 
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
by guiding us on to the end of our days. 
God’s banners are o’er us, pure light goes before us, 
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night; 
till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 
as forward we travel from light into Light. 
 
By law God enforces, the stars in their courses 
and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
with glad adoration a song let us raise: 
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving, 
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
 
 
PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 
You are present O God in times of fulfillment and joy, and we are thankful. You 
meet us also when we feel empty and without purpose, or in the midst of crisis, to  
comfort us. You bring new life, hope and purpose in these times and for this we are  
indeed grateful. You meet us also in ordinary time, in the everyday routine of life, 
guiding us and encouraging us. Whether our week was fulfilling and joyful, or 
difficult and painful, or simply ordinary, we acknowledge your constant and 
nurturing grace. For you love us as a parent loves a child, unconditionally and  
unending. For this truth we praise you with thanks…God in community, Holy in 
One…we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
We are held in the embrace of God who loves us. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
THEME STORY     Veggie Tales: Love Your Neighbour    YouTube 
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FINDING GOD TOGETHER 
 

SCRIPTURE     1 Thessalonians 2:1-8       NRSV           Pat Innes                                                                                                       
(We care for you like a nurse tenderly cares for her own children.) 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but 
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, 
we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but 
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, 
even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you 
know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext 
for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though 
we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like 
a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are 
determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because 
you have become very dear to us. 
                               
 
GIFT OF MUSIC        Seasons of Love (Rent) (J.Larson, arr. R.Emmerson) 
                    (AUC 200th Anniversary Concert-May 27,2018  AUC Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
GOSPEL       Matthew 22:34-46  (Love God; love your neighbour as yourself.)  NRSV 

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment 
in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Now while the Pharisees 
were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the 
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, 
“How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my 
Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus 
calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor 
from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 
 
Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 
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SERMON      !he "ord is #ove 
 
 
HYMN    Love Knocks and Waits (Daniel C. Damon) MV 94 
 
Love knocks and waits for us to hear, to open and invite; 
love longs to quiet every fear, and seeks to set thing right. 
 
Love offers life, in spite of foes who threaten and condemn; 
embracing enemies, Love goes the second mile with them. 
 
Love comes to heal the broken heart, to ease the troubled mind; 
without a word Love bids us start to ask and seek and find. 
 
Love knocks and enters at the sound of welcome from within; 
Love sings and dances all around, and feels new life begin. 
 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
  

                                                                                                                                      
A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
HYMN     For the Beauty of the Earth (F.S. Pierpoint/D. Evans)  VU 226 Tune: Dix VU 81 
 
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love, which from our birth  
over and around us lies, 
God of all, to you we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
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For the beauty of each hour  
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon, and stars of light, 
God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
For the joy of human love,  
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
God of all, to you we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
For each perfect gift sublime 
to our lives so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 
God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 
COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 
The God of seedtime and harvest blesses us-- 
and we bless each other; 
that the beauty of this world 
and the love that created it 
might be expressed through our lives, 
to be a blessing to others, today and always. 
 
And now, may the blessing of God, giver of every good and perfect gift; 
the blessing of Christ, Redeemer of the lost and broken; 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit, God’s presence in our lives, 
be with each one of us and all whom we love and serve. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE       Earthsong (Frank Ticheli)  VOCES8 Centre in London   YouTube  
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The	United	Church	of	Canada	acknowledges	that	its	buildings	and	ministries,	from	coast	to	coast	to	coast		

are	on	traditional	Territories	of	Indigenous	Peoples.	
	 	

 
 
 

All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission	
under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 
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Participating in Worship today… 
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar 
Matthew & Joshua Lyons, Pat Innes, AUC Chancel Choir 
 
With thanks to… Keegan Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 
 
The hymn recordings today are from… 
More Voices: Audio CD (The United Church of Canada, 2007) and YouTube  

	

		

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


