
Announcements 
For the Week Starting Sunday, October 25, 2020 

St Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church 

Sermon Reflection Series 
Join Pastor Ruth on Zoom on Monday 

evening, 

October 26 at 

7pm to talk about 

the themes from 

Sunday’s 

sermon. Links 

included in our 

weekly email & on 

our website (under 

events). 

 

 

A Retreat Opportunity 
SoulStream and our own Esther H are 

offering an online retreat this fall. An 

Introduction to Ignatian Prayer: A Weekend 

Silent Retreat will take place November 6 to 

8, 2020. The retreat is designed for anyone 

who would like a silent, guided prayer retreat, 

for anyone who is considering participating 

in the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, or anyone 

who would like to experience Ignatian 

Prayer. The retreat is offered by Zoom and 

participants are encouraged to retreat in a 

physical space conducive to silence. More 

information: https://soulstream.org/ignatian-

prayer-retreat-fall-2020/ 

  

 

 
Daylight Savings Time ends next Sunday on 

NOVEMBER 1 

Daylight saving time ends on the first Sunday in 

November, when clocks are moved back an hour 

at 2 a.m. local daylight time (so they will then read 

1 a.m. local standard time). 

Purdys Chocolates 
For the second year in a row, we are 

participating in a holiday fundraiser with 

Purdys Chocolates. This year the sales are 

all online. Follow this link:  

https://fundraising.purdys.com/1193318-77488 to 

place your order before November 25. 

Contactless 

pickup will be 

available on 

Saturday, 

December 12 

or Sunday, 

December 13. 

Please see 

Elaine R with 

any questions 

or for a paper 

catalogue. 

 

 

Bible Studies 
Our Monday morning Bible Study meets at 

10am. We explore the passages assigned for 

the upcoming Sunday. 

 

The Friday evening Bible Study group 

continues to meet at 7pm. They work through 

a whole book or engage a theme. They 

include a time of meditation in their study. 

 

Both groups are meeting by Zoom. A link is 

emailed to those who have expressed 

interest. To be included, please email the 

church office at info@ststephenburnaby.ca 
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Christmas Preparations 
We want to step up our outdoor celebration 

of the season. We have a nativity scene that 

can be place by the tree at the front of the 

church, but it needs a little refreshing. In 

addition, we are working to create 4 Advent 

Candles with the same thematic words as we 

have on our 

banners which we 

will also display 

outside. A 

painting party is 

scheduled for 

Saturday, 

November 7 at 10 

am. Please see 

Elaine R or Pastor 

Ruth for more information. 

 

At this time, we are planning to go ahead 

with our annual Christmas Market on 

December 5th.  We are seeking items for the 

creation of gift baskets. Craft donations are 

also welcome. We are not planning to have 

our usual bake table or Silent Auction this 

year. Raffle tickets will be available in 

November. We are considering moving some 

sales outside to help provide more room for 

physical distancing measures. Do you have 

a patio heater we can borrow for the day? 

Please see Val K or Janet P to discuss and 

for more information.  

 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

As we face into the autumn and winter, we 

would like to return to hosting the 

Wednesday Lunch Club. We are planning a 

distribution of a simple meal for folks who 

are, have been, or at risk for homelessness. 

At this time, we are seeking volunteers who 

could assist with distribution of food, 2 

Wednesdays a month from about 1:00 to 

3:00pm. Please contact Esther H. 

 

 
 

 



Calendars for 2021 
The Anglican Church calendars for 2021 are 

in. These monthly wall calendars feature 

photographs of churches from around the 

Anglican 

Church of 

Canada. 

They are 

available for 

purchase for 

$6. Please 

see Elaine R 

or contact 

the Church Office. 

 

 

Special Offering 
In honour of the Thanksgiving holiday this 

month, we 

collect a 

special offering 

through the 

“Yellow 

Envelopes” 

including in 

pledge 

envelope 

boxes. A 

portion of our 

yellow envelope giving goes to programs to 

support children and families at Cameron 

School. This year, we also plan to purchase 

a small gift for each teacher and staff 

member in appreciation for their hard work in 

challenging times. You may bring in or 

mail in your donation through the end of 

October. 

 

 

Children, Youth, & Families 
Children (and their families) are welcome to 

our in-person worship. We have a Sunday 

School program, currently looking at The 

Lord’s Prayer, for our younger students. 

When arriving, children can stay with their 

families until our first hymn and then go into 

the parish hall for a time of learning and 

sharing (with physical distancing and other 

COVID-19 protocols). The children return to 

receive Holy Communion.  

 

Our youth are gaining leadership skills 

helping with the younger children and 

participating in a regional ministry with St 

Laurence and Good Shepherd Lutheran. 

This ministry is primarily online (using 

Zoom) at this time.  

 

Please see Betty S for information on our 

ministry with children, youth & families or 

contact the church office. 

 

 

 

Recycling for a Cause 
Our Sunday School children and youth 

participate in a sponsorship with Plan 

International. Their time together includes 

an opportunity for them to learn about 

stewardship and sharing their gifts. We 

supplement their offerings with an ongoing 

can and bottle drive. You are welcome to 

bring your bottles and cans (in blue or clear 

bags) to the church. 

Or take them directly 

to a Return-It Depot 

and use the kiosk 

drop off. Enter the 

church’s phone 

number (604-421-0472) 

and apply the label. 

 

 

Coadjutor Bishop-Elect 
The Reverend John Robert Stephens was 

elected on the third ballot at the Electoral 

Synod on Saturday, October 3rd. Father 

Stephens will be Consecrated on January 23, 

2021. On February 28, 2021, Archbishop 

Melissa Skelton’s retirement date, he will be 

Seated and Installed as the 10th Bishop of the 

Diocese of New Westminster. Father 

Stephens currently serves as the Rector of St 



John, Shaughnessy in Vancouver. You can 

find more details on the diocesan website at 

https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/collectio

ns/seeking-our-next-bishop. 

 

  

Visiting the Church  

During the Week 
Please let the office know first. 

Everyone needs to sign in and out at the 

office (or on the clipboard outside the 

office.) 

Please wear a mask if anyone else is around 

and practice physical distancing.  

Use the hand-sanitizer when you arrive and 

when you leave. 

Follow directions posted. 

 

Office Hours are by appointment only. We 

are working both in-person and at-home, 

depending on a variety of factors.  

 

Phone: 604-421-0472  

 

Voicemails are forwarded to us when we are 

not in the office. 

 

Reach Lois, our Office Administrator, at: 

info@ststephenburnaby.ca  

 

Reach Pastor Ruth, our priest, at: 

ruth@ststephenburnaby.ca 

 

 

COVID-19 Reminders 
As you are aware, the COVID-19 cases in 

British Columbia have been increasing – 

particularly in Fraser Health Authority. You 

are strongly reminded of the basic COVID-19 

Protocols: 

• Stay home if you are sick, have been in 

contact with someone who has tested 

positive for COVID-19, or have 

traveled and must quarantine. 

• Wash your hands, early and often. 

When you can’t wash your hands, use 

hand sanitizer. 

• Maintain physical distance of at least 6 

feet in all directions as much as 

possible. 

• Wear a mask, especially when you can 

not maintain physical distancing. 

 

Parish Council has provided clear direction 

that we want to remain open and operating 

until we are told that we can not safely do so. 

At this time, that means we will continue 

with our Phase 3 worship and with those in-

person events we have currently booked. 

Should we receive public health directions 

that require changes, we will let you know as 

quickly as possible.  

 

Your continued prayers for one another, 

those impacted by COVID-19, and for those 

working in public health are much 

appreciated. 
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