
 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ? HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING! 

October 25, 2020 

his Week’s Bible 
Quote –- “Be strong, 
and let your heart 
take courage, 

   all you who wait for the 
LORD.” … Psalm 31:24 

 
 

 Message from 
Rebecca: As I 
mentioned in our 
newsletter last 

week, I had hoped to begin 
‘live’ services from my 
home with today’s service.  
However, my laptop 
decided to finally give up 
during the week and we 
had to order a new one, and 
transfer all my files and 
programs to the new 
laptop.  That took longer 
than expected and I wasn’t 
able to experiment with 
recording a service and 
posting it.  Barring any 
further delays, I hope to 
broadcast a live service 
next Sunday.   

Thank you to everyone who 
donated their bottles and 
cans to Piper’s swim team.  
When Steve and Trinity 
came by our house on 
Saturday to collect what we 
had, his truck was nearly 
overflowing with bags.  
 
We are starting our winter 
clothing drive now as we 
want to have it wrapped up 
by November 30th so we 
can deliver socks, 
underwear, undershirts, 
and long johns by the first 
of December.  Winter is 
going to be rough for many 
people and we can help 
make a difference in their 
lives.  Win McLeod has 
already kick-started our 
drive with a very generous 
donation of warm thermal 
clothing for the homeless 
and I want to thank her.  
Eileen Irons contributed 
lots of warm toques which 
she thoughtfully crocheted 
over the summer and I 
thank her as well.  We are 
off to a good start.  Let’s 
keep it going! 
 
A good number of our 
church plants have found 

new homes for which I am 
grateful.  There are still a 
few more looking for their 
forever homes. 
 

nspirational and 
Other Thoughts:  
“It’s your place in the 
world; it’s your life. Go 

on and do all you can with it, 
and make it the life you 
want to live.” … Mae Jemison 
 
And 
 
“When everything seems to 
be going against you, 
remember that the airplane 
takes off against the wind, 
not with it”. … Henry Ford 
 

ermon: A copy of the 
Sunday Sermon, and 
the Prayers of the 
People, are emailed to 

our parishioners every 
Sunday morning. Today’s 
sermon is from Rev. 
Rebecca and Prayers are 
from Patti Holmstrom. 
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ix Days to Work and 
a Sabbath to Rest: 
We have included, at 
the end of this 

newsletter, excerpts from 
an open letter by the Rt 
Rev. Dr Steven Croft 
Bishop of Oxford. It is 
certainly a timely message 
considering where we find 
ourselves.  
 

pcoming for next 
Sunday, November 
1, 2020:  
Preaching: Rev. 

Rebecca 
Prayers of the People: 
Grant Kvemshagen. 
 
Readings –  
Rev 7:9-17;  
1 Jn 3:1-3 
Mt 5:1-12 
 

nnual Winter 
Clothing Drive: 
With the colder 
weather now upon 

us, during the month of 
November we will be doing 
our annual clothing drive. 
We are looking for the 
following: thermal layers 
for men’s/women’s size 
M/L, warm socks, gloves, 
mittens, toques and new 
or gently used coats. If 
you are able to donate, 
please let Rebecca know 
and she will arrange to 
come to your home to 
pick them up. Thank you 
to those parishioners who 
have already donated a 
number of these items.  We 
will work with our 
cathedral to have your 
donations given to those in 

dire need of this type of 
clothing.  

 
 

alloween: This 
years’ Halloween 
will certainly be 
something none of 

us have ever experienced 
before. Hopefully all of our 
Cinderella’s, Aurora’s, 
Spiderman’s and other 
characters stay safe and 
have a wonderful time. And 
for you trivia lovers, the 
heaviest pumpkin ever 
grown in North America 
weighed 2,528 pounds 
(1147 kilograms) - now 
that is a pumpkin! 

 
 

irtual Sunday 
School:  
Sunday School 
takes place each 

Sunday from (9:00 a.m. to 
approx..9:30 a.m.) via 
Zoom. Parents, if you 
would like your children to 
take part, please let Sarah 
Alexander know so she can 
arrange to deliver the 
necessary materials to you.  

We are also including 
(courtesy of the Diocese of 
Chelmsford), an additional 
series of activities for 
younger and older 
children. Please see the 
end of the newsletter to 
view the material you will 
need as well as the lesson. 
 

 
 

ood Bank: Next 
Sunday is our normal 
Food Bank donation 
day. If you are not 

able to drop off your 
donations at the nearest 
firehall or the Edmonton 
Food Bank, please let 
Rebecca know and she will 
come and pick up your 
donation. As a reminder, 
the most needed items are: 
Beans, canned fish/meat, 
baby formula, peanut 
butter, healthy school 
snacks (100% real juice 
boxes, granola bars, fruit 
cups), soup, canned fruit 
and vegetables.  
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TR Virtual Coffee 
Session. We have 
resumed our HTR 
Virtual Coffee 

Hour, which takes place 
every Sunday, at 11:00 
a.m. This is being done via 
Zoom.  The link is sent to all 
parishioners on Friday’s. 
We hope you can join us as 
it is a great way to stay 
connected! 
 
We enjoyed another fun 
coffee chat today.  Bonnie 
said to send her hellos 
because she, Vince, Averie 
and Benjamin were just 
heading out to visit the 
children’s grandparents.  
Everyone is doing well, I’m 
happy to hear.  Our big 
news is Paul’s book 
launch this Friday at 
Audrey’s Books. Paul did 
mention that if we want a 
copy of his book, it is better 
if we buy it directly from 
Audrey’s, (or Indigo or 
other favorite bookstore). 
However, if you can’t do 
that, he does have a limited 
number of copies at home 
which he can sell you for 
$20 each.  Suzanne is 
continuing with her studies 
to obtain her HR Diploma 
and we support her in 
every way.  Elisabeth was 
getting a good workout on 
her treadmill as she 
chatted.  In a time when so 
many of us are putting on 
weight, she is in great 
shape.  She asked for our 
prayers as she begins 
working with a new 
computer system at the 
hospital.  Prayers 
ascending!  Ping is still in 

some discomfort from his 
surgery so we need to keep 
him in our prayers too.  
Catherine said they 
enjoyed a visit from Natalie 
and Evie, waving through 
the window.  Hopefully it 
won’t be much longer 
before you can give those 
girls a real hug!  Brian and 
Carol were enjoying the 
warmth after a very cold 
day earlier this week when 
their furnace quit on them.  
We’re glad you made it 
through.  Spring is just 
around the corner!  Marx 
expressed the sentiments of 
all of us when he said he 
was sad to see the church 
close.  He was thankful for 
the services he attended in 
August and September and 
looks forward to meeting in 
our next church home.  
Chao said she is enjoying 
her new job and each day 
she learns more about the 
differences in customer 
service here as opposed to 
Kenya. It was a learning for 
all of us, actually! Faye is 
now walking completely on 
her own and I will include a 
picture of her in next weeks 
newsletter.  Flossy’s 
husband Christian arrived 
safely in Edmonton and 
completed his quarantine 
and we look forward to 
meeting him soon.  Thanks 
everyone for your time and 
conversation.  It was fun as 
always. 
 
 
 

estry –  
Steve Johnson 
Rector’s Warden 
Suzanne Pearson – 

People’s Warden 
Grant Kvemshagen – 
Treasurer 
Sarah Alexander – Music 
Director 
Maureen Bantle 
Vince Tejada 
 

lergy: 
Rev. Rebecca Harris 
Priest-in-Charge 

rebecca.harris@telus.net 
Ph: 780-431-1817 
 
Rev. Dr. Elisabeth 
Thompson – Honorary 
Assistant 
 

hurch details:  Holy 
Trinity Riverbend 
1428- 156 St. NW 
Edmonton, AB 

T6R – 2S1 
Website: 
www.Holytrinityriverbend.
com 
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Six Days to Work and a Sabbath to Rest 
Excerpts from an open letter by the Rt Rev. Dr Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford 

 
This will be a demanding winter for the communities we serve in so many ways. It’s a good time to 
ask one another, who are the people and organizations you are supporting in the wider 
community? What plans will be needed to strengthen foodbanks and night shelters? How will you 
serve those who may be isolated over Christmas? How can you encourage and support schools and 
teachers and health workers? Who is on the margins, who has slipped away and who is in danger of 
being forgotten? 
 
This is a season to remember that our communities need us to be salt and light and to bring courage 
to others.  
 
This has been such a hard and challenging season but also, strangely, such a season of creativity and 
renewal and growth, by the grace of God. We need to go on encouraging one another through the 
months ahead. No-one can do everything. We are fallible and will fall and stumble often.  
 
We also need to reflect together on all that we are learning about rebuilding in and through the 
pandemic.  
 
This is God’s Church and God’s mission. Thankfully the final responsibility does not rest with us. But 
daily we offer what we can – like the child bringing five loaves and two fish to Jesus – and we 
discover that God takes this and uses it to make an immense difference to the lives of those around 
us. 
 
As, by the grace of God, we do all we can to make the most of these days, let us remember that our 
ultimate hope and assurance is in the God who will one day bring all things to completion, in the 
Christ who is the beginning and the end.  
 
Together we are called to be a more Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s world: contemplative, 
compassionate and courageous. It is such a privilege and joy to serve with you in this season. May 
God bless you richly in the months ahead. 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


