
Diocesan Anglican Church Women Volume 7, Issue 3 — February 2018
Diocese of Fredericton

ACW Launching Out

Launching Out is posted on the Diocese of Fredericton web site (anglican.nb.ca.)
Members, please post or circulate this newsletter in your ACW branch.

CONTENTS
2 - Chaplain’s column
3 - Portrait of a [formerly] 
homeless woman 
4 - Eva’s On the Journey
5 - AGM details from the 
Deanery of Shediac
6 - Quebec ACW disbands
7 - President’s Notebook
9 - AGM registration form 

• To unite women in a  
fellowship of worship, 
study, and offering which 
will deepen and strengthen 
their own spiritual lives, 
and lead them into  
Christian service in  
parish, community,  
diocese, nation, and world. 
 
• To work for and sustain 
an informed interest in the 
mission of the Church.

OUR PURPOSE 
St. Martin in the 

Woods church & hall,  
3394 Route 134,  

Shediac Cape, N.B. 

This is the  
venue for the  
Diocesan ACW annual 
meeting May 1-2. See  
pages 5 & 9 for more 
details. 

St. Michael’s ACW in Minto spearheaded an angel project for the residents of the 
W.G. Bishop Nursing Home. With the support of the congregation, Christmas gifts 
were provided for each resident and presented at a Christmas party held in mid-De-
cember. ACW president Bonnie Anderson is at far left, and next to her is Dot Moore, 
treasurer, handing out the gifts. 
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Running on empty?
By ThE REv.   
ROSE STEEvES,  
ChAPlAiN FOR ACW

This has been a good year 
with many challenges but 
great opportunities. Our 

small but mighty ACW group 
in Newcastle has gained two 
new members. 
     One of the highlights of 
my year was my trip to British 
Columbia to spend Christmas 
with my son and his family. I 
was there for eight days and 
had a fantastic time. I even got 
to dip my foot in the Pacific 
Ocean (as a dare.)  
     Spending time with family 
is wonderful, but finances and 
distance prevent us from more 
frequent visits. Therefore we 
make the most of it when it 
happens. 
     One of the things I have 
been working on is a suicide 
support group. I have become a 

member of the Committee for 
Suicide Prevention and have 
taken the ASSIST course (ap-
plied suicide intervention skills 
training).  
     I have seen such a great need 
for a support group in this area. 
It’s very difficult to get started, 
takes a great deal of time and 
effort, and needs lots of prayer. 
     The task of co-ordinating the 
Hope Cafe was very reward-
ing, but in order to move on to 

something else, I passed that 
task on to another person.  
     Our ACW and the whole 
parish helped a needy family at 
Christmas with food, clothing 
and toys. It was a joy to see the 
appreciation the family ex-
pressed. 
     I have been attending family 
court as an observer along with 
our minister and it was an eye 
opener. Many young families 
keep coming back to court 
over and over with no resolu-
tion. This led to a motion put 
forward at our Diocesan Synod 
to bring back the mediation 
system. 
     My husband, Richard, and I 
are counting the days until we 
can enjoy the warm summer 
days on Prince Edward Island 
at our camper there.  
     Sometimes we find ourselves 
running on empty if we are 
giving a lot. Whether it’s giving 
our time or talents, we can feel 
quite drained if we don’t take 
time to stop and “fill up.”  
     We need to daily come be-
fore God to be filled afresh with 

the Holy Spirit.  
     We can’t continue to give out 
when there’s nothing left inside 
to give. It’s like trying to go the 
full distance in a car that has 
already reached empty at the 
halfway point.  
     Trying to do this only 
causes us grief and stress we 
don’t need. It may even cause 
burnout. This is why it’s vital 
to our well-being spiritually to 
daily come in for a fill up of the 
Holy Spirit just to spend some 
quality time with God in peace 
and quiet.  
     It is revitalizing and refresh-
ing. I know in the business of 
life it’s hard to find time each 
day to really get alone with 
God. But we really do need to 
try.  
     This is something I feel the 
Lord has spoken to me about 
lately, because I need a daily 
infilling too. 
• • •

The Rev. Rose Steeves serves in 
the Parish of Newcastle-Nel-
son-Hardwicke.

The next Diocesan ACW Executive  
meeting is Monday, Feb. 19 at Christ 
Church (Parish Church), Fredericton.  
Coffee & tea at 9:30 a.m. Meeting at  

10 a.m. See the Oct. 30, 2017 minutes.

•  Celebrating Women  •  
•  Making a Difference •

February 17, 2-4 p.m.  
Cathedral Memorial Hall,  

168 Church Street, Fredericton

A gathering of women to learn, interact  
and enjoy fellowship in a program  
with emphasis on the generation  

of women fostering change.    
 

SPEAKER: Kathleen Snow, Mothers Union 
member, whose experiences and travels 

in her national leadership role have  
brought her in contact with women  

‘making a difference’ around the world. 
There will be displays of current 

interest and tempting refreshments.  
 

This is an invitation from Christ Church  
Cathedral ACW for everyone to shun  

winter and share a social time  
with a topical theme.  

INFORMATION:  Kathy McBride, 472 8954 • 
Kaye Small, 454 7630
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Portrait of a  
[formerly]  
homeless  
woman
By GiSElE MCKNiGhT

Sandy Robb has fought for 
everything she has — most 
especially for her life and her 
home, because neither has been 
certain. 
     She was the guest speaker 
at the Dec. 6 gathering of the 
Christ Church Cathedral ACW, 
which drew a large crowd.      
     Once a client of the Monday 
outreach mission at the church, 
she evolved to be a volunteer 
there — well-known, helpful 
and respected over the past 
eight years. 
     “She moved from being a 
participant to being a member 
of the organizing committee,” 
said Penny Ericson, in intro-
ducing Sandy. 
     The ACW generously sup-
ports the Cathedral outreach 
mission, which offers food, 
friendship, music, bus passes 
and professional help to those 
in need each Monday morning 
at 8:30. 
     On the verge of turning 60, 
Sandy shared stories of her 
life as a woman who, through 
serious illness, lost her job and 
then her home. She has been 
homeless several times as a 
result. 
     Sandy earned her living as 
an educated and experienced 
cook, but 14 years ago when 
she was diagnosed with Crohn’s 
disease and colitis, she was 
unable to work. Without an 
income, she could not pay rent.    
     Sick and poor, she ended up 
homeless, living in a shelter in 
Fredericton. 
     “It’s hard to live in those 
places,” she said, explaining 
that residents have to leave 
after breakfast each day be-
fore returning later. “You take 
everything you have that you 
value and put it in a backpack 
for the day.”

Sandy Robb listens to a ques-
tion during her presentation at 
the December gathering of the 
Cathedral ACW in Fredericton.  

     From there she moved to 
Saint John to live in her sister’s 
basement. But after awhile, 
feeling better, she went back to 
work, only to find that serious 
lung issues would keep her 
from ever supporting herself. 
The city’s polluted air bothered 
her, so she returned to the shel-
ter in Fredericton. 
     From the shelter, she moved 
into a subsidized apartment, 
but was wrongly evicted. That 
led to the worst housing in the 
city — a rooming house, where 
mold, used needles, thefts and 
noise were the norm. 
     “Nobody would help me 
clean the place,” she said. Her 
health issues kept her from 
bending to do all the chores 
that needed to be done there, 
even though they weren’t solely 
her responsibility. 
     In New Brunswick, single 
income assistance recipients 
receive $537 a month. Room-
ing house rent here costs $400 
a month. Thankfully, she now 
has secure, subsidized housing 
in the building from which she 
was evicted. 
     Asked how she was able 
to return to live in the build-
ing, her answer was frank: “I 
fought!”| 
     Fighting is what Sandy does. 
She was diagnosed with lung 
cancer two years ago, but suc-
cessfully fought to recover.

     Now she fights not only for 
herself but for others. She has 
become a guardian of the poor 
in the downtown and she will 
talk to any decision-maker who 
will listen, including the mayor 
and city council. She’s also 
made a presentation to UNB 
law students on homelessness. 
     She sits on MLA David 
Coon’s Roundtable on Seniors 
and on an NB Housing board. 
She starred in a short docu-
mentary film called “The Rest 
Will Follow” earlier this year, 
a collaboration of DocTalks, 
the Community Action Group 
on Homelessness and Housing 
First. 
     Recently she was asked to 
participate in a huge research 
project headed by University of 
New Brunswick nursing profes-
sor Jason Hickey, whose area of 
expertise is mental health.  
     The $2 million federal grant 
will be divided between four re-
searchers in Toronto, Saskatch-
ewan, Nova Scotia and Freder-
icton and will focus on mental 
health issues in the homeless. 
     The initiative took her and 
the professor to Toronto earlier 
this fall to pitch the project. 
Her involvement, she said, will 
probably be to find the people 
to participate in the research. 
     During her ACW talk, she 
discussed the impenetrable red 
tape that is part of the income 
assistance system in the prov-
ince. For example, when she 
had cancer, her sister wanted to 
come and care for her during 
her recovery, but the province 
would have financially penal-
ized Sandy for having a family 
member live with her. 
     She also applied for a home-
care worker to help clean her 
room, but that’s not permitted 
when you live in a rooming 

house. She has a helper now 
that she’s in an apartment. 
     In her building, there are 84 
units, 29 of them subsidized. 
She has helped create a real 
community there, doing odd 
jobs and errands for people, 
baking cookies, telling jokes.  
     She’s even brought the band 
from Monday outreach to 
perform in the common room, 
much to the delight of many 
residents. 
     She is grateful for the help 
she’s received at the Monday 
outreach, and for the way it’s 
grown, with the addition of stu-
dent nurses, law students and 
social workers there to meet cli-
ents and offer professional help. 
     Both Penny and Sandy have 
a lot to say about the need for 
free bus passes for the poor. 
They point out that, because 
buses are often empty between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m., free passes 
for those times would not cost 
the city a cent. 
     Penny, a retired nursing 
professor, outlined a scenario 
where a person has a medical 
appointment, but with no cash 
for the bus, cannot get to it.     
     Without a phone, they can’t 
call to cancel, thereby angering 
the medical professional, who 
might be reluctant to rebook 
them. A free bus pass could 
alleviate the problem and 
prevent a medical issue from 
worsening. 
     “It’s better that they get to 
their doctors’ appointments,” 
she said. “And it’s not going to 
cost the city anything. 
     “It’s not just Sandy’s job [to 
fight for this], it’s our job.” 
     You can watch the sev-
en-minute film at this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DbBeV_le52Y&fea-
ture=youtu.be 

mcKnight photo

The Diocesan ACW Constitution & By-Laws 
are now posted to the  

Diocese of Fredericton web site on  
the Anglican Church Women page. 

anglican.nb.ca/news/acw/acw_constitution_bylaws_2017.
pdf
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with Eva Morton 
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“The light shines in the dark-
ness and the darkness did 
not overcome it.” (John 1:5) 
 

I woke up early on Dec. 30, 
2017 thinking, “Time to start 
packing up the Christmas dec-
orations.”   
     I was feeling restless and I 
had the whole day off.   
     “Good time to tidy up.” But 
it wasn’t even New Year’s yet, 
let alone Epiphany. What was 
wrong with me?   
     I realized that I was suc-
cumbing to the temptation so 
prevalent in our culture: to 
rush on to the next thing before 
really appreciating what was 
happening in the present.  I had 
some time off!  What a treat!   
     So what should I do? Stop 
and drink a second cup of 
coffee, relax, enjoy the day — or 
bustle around looking for ways 
to keep busy?  
     I confess —  I have a strong 
streak of Martha in me. I like 
things neat and tidy. I like my 
little routines. I was going to 
deny myself an entire week 
of Christmas!  How foolish is 
that? 
     I thought about the lights 
shining out onto the street below. 
I love having a Christmas tree 
twinkling in the window. “In this 
dark world of sin, where meek 
souls will receive Him, still the 
dear Christ enters in.”*  
     What better way to demon-
strate this than to have lights, as 
many as we can muster, shining 
in the darkness of this broken 
world? It’s one of the first things 
I think of when I first set up my 
Christmas lights and decorate 
the tree.   
     It’s raising my fist against 
the negativity, cynicism and 
selfishness that tries to drown 
out the message of the Incar-
nation: God is with us, God 
loves us! Hallelujah! We are not 
alone. Our tiny candles poke 
holes in the blackness and hint 
at something better.  

     By the time you read this, 
Christmas 2017 will be long 
gone and we’ll all be well on 
our way to breaking the reso-
lutions we vowed to keep on 
January 1st.   
     One thing does not change, 
however. We always have 
opportunities to shine lights 
into the darkness. St. Paul calls 
us temples of the Holy Spir-
it. Jesus calls us the Light of 
the World. That means that we 
bring Jesus with us wherever 
we go.   
     We don’t have to be rich or 
powerful to shine a little light 
as we make our way through 
the world. And because it’s God 
who’s doing it, we can enjoy the 
journey, watching our Lord at 
work.   
     It’s absolutely marvelous 
when we open ourselves up to 
whatever God “places in our 
hands to do,” as the writer of 
Ecclesiastes describes it. God 
blesses the world through us. 
     I fret about making good use 
of my time. I had a traditional 
protestant work ethic up-
bringing. If you’re not moving 
something from one place to 
another, be it a knitting needle 
or an armful of kindling, then 
you’re not pulling your weight.   
     This is so ingrained in me 
that I feel guilty when I just sit 
and watch a movie or read a 
book. I should be accomplish-
ing something! I should be 
useful.  

     But I need to reign in this 
compulsion and just “be,” 
period.   
     One thing that has helped 
me do this is to think of this as 
hibernation season, and I find 
that a very useful attitude to 
take. It’s a quiet time of year; 
the busyness of Christmas 
is past, the demands of Holy 
Week are weeks away.   
     It’s a good time to appreci-
ate the quiet of winter and tell 
myself that I have permission 
to take a walk with no end in 
view, or sit still and watch the 
world go by.  
     I’m also aware of the fact 
that God is everywhere I am. If 
I am having coffee with friends, 
reading an article on Facebook, 
or an essay in The Guardian, 
God is there.   

     I am not wasting time; I am 
always in communion with my 
Lord; He is part of all that I do. 
Acknowledging this transforms 
everything. I no longer need to 
feel useful. Just knowing God, 
and incorporating that relation-
ship into even the most ordi-
nary activities of my daily life 
makes all the difference.   
     God and I peel potatoes. We 
laugh at Sandra Boynton 
cartoons. We mourn together 
as I write a sympathy card to 
a friend. I don’t need to seek 
God, or schedule time with 
God as if He were my dentist.   
     God is always with me. 
Hallelujah! 
*O Little Town of Bethlehem, 
v. 3 
Blessings, 
Eva

ACWs – Please consider a  
donation to help fund these 

worthwhile youth events:
• Diocesan Choir School - July 8-15  

Rev. Chris Hayes  
< revchrishayes at gmail.com >

• St. Michael’s Youth Conference  
Aug. 20-25  

Rev. Kevin Stockall   
< kevin.stockall at bellaliant.net > 

THANK YOU!
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Update from the Shediac Deanery: Discussion focused  
on the upcoming ACW AGM in the deanery
SUBMiTTED By  
JUDy CAiRNS

On Nov. 27, the Shediac Dean-
ery executive and members of 
St. Martin’s in the Woods ACW 
met with our Diocesan ACW 
president, Rosemarie Kingston, 
to do the initial planning for 
the next Diocesan ACW annual 
meeting. 
     The Diocesan AGM 2018 
will take place Tuesday and 
Wednesday, May 1-2 at St. Mar-
tin in the Woods church and 
hall, in Shediac Cape, N.B. 
     There is lots of parking avail-
able with wheelchair spaces at 
the church hall. Other parking 
is available at the church park-
ing lot next door to the hall. As 
well, there is parking across the 
road.  
     The church has an elevator 
and washrooms. 
     The Catholic Book Store 
will be set up downstairs in the 
church, and will be available 
during breaks and lunch time.  
     The banquet meal will be 

Tuesday evening at 5:30 p.m. 
There will be a 30-minute 
entertainment time following 
dinner. 
     There will be pre-registra-
tion process. The deadline is 
April 17. The registration fee 
is $5, plus $20 to attend the 
banquet.  
     Please complete the form 
on page 8 and forward your 
prepayment to: Janet Metzler, 
12 Craig Crt., Riverview, NB  
E1B 4M4.  
      
PlEASE MAKE All 
ChEQUES PAyABlE TO 
“ShEDiAC DEANERy”

ACCOMMODATiONS 
 
The following list includes only 
a few of the possibilities for ac-
commodations in Shediac, and 
in the Moncton Airport area.      
     All are rated as 4 or 4.5 star 
and are reputable hotels, motels 
or inns. Prices vary. Some will 
give a reduce rate if six or more 
book rooms. Naturally we share 

expenses when agreeable to 
those involved. Make reserva-
tions as early as possible. 
• Seely’s Motel, 21 Bellevue 
Heights, Shediac, 506-532-6193

• Auberge Gabriele, 296 Main 
St., Shediac, 506-532-8007

• Tait House & Restaurant, 293 
Main St. Shediac, 506-532-4233

• Wild Rose Inn, 17 Baseline 
Road, Moncton, 506-383-9751

• Quality Inn Airport, 370 
Boulevard Dieppe, Dieppe, 
506-858-8880

• Holiday Inn Express, 425 
Adelard Savoie Blvd., Moncton, 
506-388-5050

DiRECTiONS

General instructions/direc-
tions to get to St. Martin in the 
Woods: 
     If you are using GPS or Goo-
gle, the church address is 3394 
Rte. 134, Shediac Cape, NB E4P 
3J2. Church office:  506-532-

6960 
     Note: There is ongoing con-
struction in the Shediac area, so 
follow any detours to Shediac/
Shediac Cape. 
     From the Trans-Canada 
Highway, take exit 467 for 
Route 15 east to Shediac; at 
Shediac, take Exit 2A to Route 
134 north. It takes 15-20 min-
utes to go from the TCH to the 
church.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
 
All ACW groups from our 
Deanery are asked to be dili-
gent in reporting names for the 
Book of Remembrance, as soon 
as possible after the passing of 
an ACW member.  
     This includes the passing of 
members who may have not 
attended meetings or functions 
for some time.  
     Please inform Diane Todd 
of the passing of any ACW 
member from your parish. 
Contact Diane: chuckdianetodd 
at gmail.com or 506-832-2470.

The ACW ladies of St. John the 
Baptist Church in Riverview 
gathered for food, fun and fel-
lowship at their Christmas 
party Dec. 11. Members of the 
church Men’s Club cooked and 
served a delicious meal. The 
entertainment was introduced 
by ACW president Betty Ped-
dle, with wonderful words of 
praise for the  six ACW carolers 
— Carol, Carolann, Caroline, 
Carolee, Carolyn, and Carolena 
— a singing  group supposedly 
taking a break from Broadway. 
The ensemble sang with gusto 
and welcomed Santa himself.  
Thank you to Judy Cairns, Kit 
Ogilvie, Joan Hicks, Audrey 
Dawe, Ivy Beal and Jan Maltby 
for sharing your talents and 
your ACW energy with the 
members and guests. God Bless 
you all as we Launch Out into 
more ACW fun things in 2018.

Carolers entertain!

audrEy dawE photo



Diocesan ACW closes in Quebec
Reprinted from the Quebec 
Diocesan Gazette. Adapted 
from the minutes of the meeting 
submitted by Phyllis Gauthier 

At a two day meeting held 
Sept. 20-21 in Quebec City, the 
executive of the Diocesan An-
glican Church Women (ACW) 
voted to terminate its function 
as a diocesan organization 
after 131 years of service.  
     The decision came into 
effect Sept. 21, 2017.  
     At the time of the closure 
the members of the executive 
were Joan Gibb, president; 
Barbara Wintle, vice president; 
Wendy Deschamps, treasurer; 
Phyllis Gauthier, secretary; 
Margaret Woollerton, Educa-
tion representative; Elizabeth 
Robertson, Quebec representa-
tive; Greta Nish, Worship rep-
resentative and Gracie Seamer, 
Gaspe representative. Greta 
Nish and Gracie Seamer were 
unable to attend the meeting.  
     The decision was not a 
surprise as the executive had 
flagged to its members and 
the diocese through an article 
earlier in the year that they 
were seeking input regarding 
the continuation of the ACW 
at the diocesan level.  
     Reasoning for closure of 
the board is that it no longer 
represents most of the working 
groups in our viable churches 
across the Quebec Diocese.       
     Notably, at their last Bien-
nial General Meeting in York, 
Gaspe, in June 2016, only 10 
per cent of the parishes in the 
diocese sent representatives.  
In addition, even though 
nomination forms for the 
executive had been sent with 
the Biennial information, not 
one new name was introduced 
to replace the members of 
the present board, many of 
whose terms of office had long 
expired.  
     On Sept. 21 the executive 
began their meeting with Holy 
Communion, celebrated by the 
Rt. Rev. Bruce Myers. Then the 
bishop sat with them to hear 
their reasons for dissolving the 
ACW Diocesan Executive Board.  

     It was explained to him 
that it was only the executive 
involved and not the vari-
ous ACW groups and guilds 
throughout the diocese.  
     “We know that each viable 
church has working groups 
of parish members. Some are 
ACW, some guilds, some by 
various other titles. All those 
will continue as they always 
do, under whatever name they 
call themselves.” 
     For those that are ACW 
groups in the local parishes, 
there is a bright side. They will 
no longer send funds for fees, 
pledge, travel, thank offering 
and education to the diocesan 
board that decided where to 
use those funds.  
     In the past, fees, pledges 
and thank offerings were used 
for outreach. The education 
fund was used for students 
from particular areas of the di-
ocese. Now local ACW groups 
will be able to distribute their 
funds as they choose.  
     “There are students in 
many of our own commu-
nities that will appreciate a 
helping hand when they enter 
CEGEP or university.”  
      The executive hopes that 
outreach will continue wher-
ever there is a need — both lo-
cally and away. Seniors homes, 
schools, “shoebox” program 
and food banks will still need 
help, as will the diocesan mis-
sion in Burundi and PWRDF.  
     The diocesan board 
had some financial assets: 
$3,095.89 in the bank and an 
amount invested with Church 
Society. As part of the closure 
process, the executive decid-
ed to disburse the cash with 
$150 to be used for diocesan 
community project; $500 to 
the Chaplaincy Discretionary 
Fund at Bishop’s University/ 
Champlain College, and the 
remainder, (after all bank 
charges are paid), to PWRDF 
for disaster aid.  
     The annual interest on the 
money invested with Church 
Society will be directed to the 
Discretionary Fund of the 

Anglican Diocesan Bishop of 
Quebec.  
     The executive acknowl-
edged that without each local 
parish group of workers, some 
of our churches would not be 
open today. So with faith they 
hope that their decision to dis-
solve the diocesan executive 
board will not have an unde-
sired effect on the continued 
work of local parish groups.  
 
Bishop Bruce Myers address-
es the closure of the dioce-
san ACW organization: 
     Earlier this fall, the execu-
tive board of the Diocesan An-
glican Church Women (ACW) 
decided to draw the life of that 
organization to a close.  
     The diocesan expression 
of the ACW has contributed 
so much to so many over the 
years: students have received 
bursaries; sailors far from 
home have received Christmas 
boxes; relief and development 
projects abroad have been 
supported; ACW members 
from across the diocese have 
gathered for fellowship and 
support at biennials; and 
much more.  
     This decision was made by 
the members of the Diocesan 
ACW executive board them-
selves, after much reflection, 
discernment and prayer. I was 
grateful to have been invited 
to meet with the executive 
members prior to their final-
izing this decision, so they 
could share with me their 
reasons (which you can read 
in the accompanying article.  
     Though by no means an 
easy decision, it is one rooted 
in faithfulness and guided by 
a desire to be good stewards 
of the resources entrusted to 
the Diocesan ACW. It is also a 
recognition that some of our 
familiar structures and ways 
of working as church may not 
correspond with our current 

reality or work as well as they 
used to.  
     Bringing an end to certain 
structures, however, does not 
mean ending the gospel work 
of revealing God’s kingdom.     
     Where they exist, local 
ACW chapters (and parish 
guilds and other such groups) 
across the diocese will con-
tinue to make their valued 
contributions to the life, work 
and fellowship of our church.  
     Indeed, they are the life-
blood of some of our con-
gregations. The dissolution 
of the Diocesan Anglican 
Church Women means that 
local ACW chapters will have 
more funds at their disposal to 
distribute as they see best.  
     I join the outgoing Dioce-
san ACW executive board in 
encouraging local branches 
to be generous in using their 
funds to support outreach, 
both at home and away, always 
bearing in mind Jesus’ call 
to be responsive to the needs 
of the hungry, thirsty, naked, 
stranger, sick and prisoner.  
     On behalf of the whole 
diocesan family, I wish to 
extend my sincere gratitude 
to the dedicated and faithful 
women who have over the 
years served as members of 
the Diocesan ACW executive 
board, particularly those who 
have contributed to this dis-
cernment in the past year.  
     In whatever form the 
Anglican Church Women 
takes in our diocese, may it 
always be faithful to the call 
expressed in the national 
ACW’s prayer: “Called to be 
your Church, may our study, 
learning, worship and service 
be always to your glory and 
the building of your king-
dom in our communities 
and throughout the world. In 
our ministry may we always 
respond to the needs of others 
with your love. Amen.” 
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I hope everyone had a won-
derful, fun filled, blessed 
Christmas and a happy start 

to the new year. 
     Just a few reminders for your 
consideration. The next ACW 
Executive meeting is Feb. 19 at 
Christ Church Parish Church 
in Fredericton. The meeting 
starts at 10 a.m. Remember 
to bring a box lunch for your 
lunch.  
     Our past president, Glenna 
Geer, has kindly agreed to chair 
the meeting as I will not be 
there. I am finally having back 
surgery on Feb. 13. I have been 

told I won’t be allowed to do 
much for a few weeks. I am not 
sure how long my hospital stay 
will be.  
     I will be thinking of you and 
missing the many laughs we 
have, even though it is a busi-
ness meeting. 
     Remember that all annual 
reports need to be complet-
ed for the executive meeting. 
Please submit them to Linda 
Lebans LeBlanc.  
     Paper submissions are ac-
ceptable, but email submissions 
are easier for making up the an-
nual booklet. All Linda has to 

do with the email submissions 
is cut and paste. 
     The Diocese of Fredericton 
ACW Constitutions and By 
Laws have been updated. The 
new booklet will be available at 
the annual meeting at a cost of 
$2.50. When you complete your 
registration form there will be a 
space to check for ordering the 
booklets. 
     I have met with the ACW 
members in the Shediac Dean-
ery to plan our 2018 annual 
meeting. The girls are well un-
der way with their planning.  
     Don’t forget this is an 

election year and an excellent 
opportunity to meet the new 
officers. 
Blessings and Serenity 
Rosemarie

Please notify Diane Todd and your  
Deanery representative with names of 
those who should be entered into the 

Book of Remembrance. If you would like 
to put a member on the Roll of Honour, 
please contact Diane at 506-832-2470; 
email: chuckdianetodd at gmail.com or  
47 Vernon Ave., Hampton, NB E5N 5N1 

Please allow sufficient time for  
Roll of Honour certificates.

Book of Remembrance - Roll of HonourA Reminder from Your  
Diocesan ACW secretary:    

Annual reports for the ACW diocesan  
meeting are due for the  

Annual Booklet by Feb. 28. 
It takes a great deal of time to type and 
compile information for these booklets. 

Email your reports to secretary  
Linda Lebans  < lclebans at gmail.com >     

Deadline is Feb. 28.

On Sunday, Dec. 10 Bonnie Anderson, president, on behalf of St. Mi-
chael’s ACW, thanked the congregation at St. Michael’s, Parish of Minto 
and Chipman, for their generous support of the Christmas bazaar and 
luncheon. She shared that, to date $1,200, had been realized in profit. 
There was a fantastic turnout for the lunch — at times people waited 
for a table! A big thank you to family members from St. Augustine’s in 
Chipman who came for lunch, shopping and fellowship! Hats off to St. 
Michael’s ACW for their leadership and hard work in making this an 
annual event.  Below is Alexa Kaye checking out the bazaar items.

SubmittEd photoS



ACW and 
community  
gathering 
at St. John  
the Baptist, 
Riverview
The weekend of Nov.17-19 
was a busy and exciting 
weekend for the ACW ladies 
and the congregation of St. 
John the Baptist in River-
view.   
     We started early Friday 
afternoon with members 
of the Men’s Club (which 
included our priest, the Ven. 
Brent Ham) helping set up 
tables and chairs for the an-
nual Fall Bazaar on Saturday. 
     The ACW ladies awaited 
the arrival of much appreci-
ated and wonderful dona-
tions from the congregation 
for  the sale. 
     These included the Coun-
try Corner (crafts, pickles 
and jams), the Bake Table 
(such prize-winning baking 
from the congregation!), the 
Jewelery Room (a very pop-
ular spot for bargains), the 
Book Room (a good variety 
of books and puzzles for all 
ages), the Christmas Room 
(interesting items in antici-
pation for decorating for the 
Christmas season) and the 
soup and dessert luncheon 
(many, many compliments 
on the delicious soups, pies, 
muffins, and the pleasant 
smiles from the kitchen 
crew, including those from 
the young ladies who kept 
the tables clear for the cus-
tomers!).   
     On Saturday, Bazaar Day, 
and we were blessed with a 
beautiful day outside. It was 

a special time of fellowship as 
the ACW ladies gathered with 
much enthusiasm to greet 
members of the congregation 
and the community.  
     Thank you to everyone who 
helped out in any way, and to 
the many people who visited 
us and purchased items. May 
God bless you always.   
     On Sunday, Nov. 19, the 
ACW ladies gathered once 
again at the Sunday Morning 
Holy Communion service to 
celebrate ACW Sunday in our 
parish.  
     Archdeacon Brent Ham 
gave his blessing and ex-
pressed appreciation to the 
ACW ladies of the parish for 
their dedication and commit-
ment to serving the church 
and God.      We gave praise 
and thanks together as a con-
gregation, singing the wonder-
ful ACW hymn, “The Love of 
Christ Constrainth.”   
     At the end of the ACW 
Sunday service, Betty Peddle, 
(St. John the Baptist ACW 
president) presented the 
following ACW members 
with a framed Roll of Honour 
certificate from the Diocesan 

ACW, in appreciation for their 
long-time service:  Ivy Beal, 
Judy Cairns, Norma Calhoun, 
Joan Hicks, Jan Maltby, Eva 
(Kit) Ogilvie.  
     This was followed by a 

photo session and fellowship 
in the church hall with the 
congregation.  
 
Submitted by Judy Cairns, St. 
John the Baptist ACW. 
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Diocesan ACW Annual General Meeting 
  •  May 1-2  •  Shediac Deanery  •   
Pre-register now to reduce line-ups

The deadline is April 17. The registration fee is $5, plus $20 to attend the banquet.  
Please complete the attached form and forward your prepayment to:  

Janet Metzler, 12 Craig Crt., Riverview, NB  E1B 4M4 
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES PAYABLE TO “SHEDIAC DEANERY”

NAME: ___________________________________   ADDRESS: ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________  
 
PHONE NUMBER: _____________________       E-Mail: __________________________________  
 
CHURCH/LOCATION: ______________________________________________________________ 
  
Please check the appropriate boxes below and enclose a cheque for the total amount made pay-
able to Shediac Deanery.  
 
        Registration fee $ 5    Banquet ticket $ 20 
 
Food allergies / diet issues? ________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________Caterers must be aware of these issues by April 17. 
 
          Check this box if you plan to stay for the second day. This will help us in planning coffee 
break and lunch arrangements on that day.  
         
          Check this box if you wish to order the new Constitutions booklet. The price is $2.50 each. 
 
Please return this form with your cheque made out to Shediac Deanery by April 17. Mail it to: 
Janet Metzler, 12 Craig Crt., Riverview, NB  E1B 4M4

MEETING LOCATION:   
St. Martin in the Woods church & hall,  

3394 Route 134, Shediac Cape, N.B. 
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