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• To unite women in a  
fellowship of worship, study, 
and offering which will 
deepen and strengthen their 
own spiritual lives, and lead 
them into  
Christian service in  
parish, community,  
diocese, nation, and world. 
 
• To work for and sustain 
an informed interest in the 
mission of the Church.

OUR PURPOSE 

Upper secondary classes, with appropriate pandemic precautions in place, have resumed at 
Bishop McAllister College in Uganda. Here they meet in the new library.

School is in session at BMC — sort of
Greetings from Uganda! It is has 
turned out to be a year none of us 
would ever have anticipated.  
     We got off to a great start in Febru-
ary. Students had reported for the new 
school year and had quickly settled 
into the school routine.  
     The library was opened and being 
used for the first time, and even work 
had begun on the new music depart-

ment. We were all full of great 
optimism for what 2020 had in 
store for us.

It wasn’t long before news of 
COVID-19 began to trickle in to 
us, but like everyone around the 
world we had no sense of how 
bad this was going to be. I was 

BMC continued on page 4
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Linda Fury

Even though there have not 
been many activities to pre-
pare for or attend this year, 

time still seems to go very quickly.   
It seems like just a week or two ago 
that I was trying to send a report 
for Launching Out. But it was actu-
ally two months ago with very little 
changed in ACW news.

I pray that many groups have 
been able to meet or at least to 
stay in contact. I know that here in 
our part of the province, quilting 
groups are still meeting and work-
ing. 

And in Apohaqui, the ACW 
group from the Church of the 
Ascension were busy making apple 
pies. I only wish that I lived close 
enough to be able to pick up a cou-
ple of these pies.

I would appreciate it very much 
if each branch could let me know 
what is happening in your “neck 
of the woods.” Email (lafury1944@
gmail.com), phone (536-2958) or 
mail (32 King St., Unit C-1. Sack-

ville, NB  E4L 3C7) — whichever 
way is easiest for you. (Leaving 
a message on my phone will not 
work until I am able to buy a new 
phone, which I hope will be soon.)   
     This information from you 
would enable me to know what is 
happening around the Diocese and 
it may encourage others to know 
that they are not alone with their 
situation.

As the ad in the September 
Launching Out said, we can ex-
change recipes during this time 
of pandemic. Please remember to 

send in your recipes to the editor 
so we can share in baking some 
wonderful treats. gmcknight@
diofton.ca 

Above all, I pray that we all 
remain safe and healthy. Please re-
member all those who may need our 
assistance. We especially remember 
all the people in Zone 5 who need 
our prayers at this time.

Remember that every life mat-
ters to God. We share our love for 
God by all that we do for others.

Yours in Christ, 
Linda Fury
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On The  
Journey, with 
Eva Morton 

Eva Morton

 
 
“Teach us to number our days 
that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12)   
 
Ten years ago I volunteered to 
help out a friend. She was to be the 
guest speaker at our annual clergy 
spouses’ retreat and she needed a 
visual aid.   
     Her topic was on sharing our 
spiritual journeys and she asked for 
someone to write a brief biography. 
Well! That certainly started some-
thing! 
     First of all, I had no idea how 
much work it would be. I had 
visions of knocking it off in an hour 
or two. It took weeks of writing and 
re-writing. The more I travelled 
back in time, the more I began to 
remember.   
     Many of my most transformative 
experiences had been tucked away 
so deeply that it took the actual 
physical activity of writing things 
down to bring them to mind.          
     There were many hidden trea-
sures. Most important of all was the 
joy of seeing the hand of God on 
my life right from the beginning.  
     I was filled with thankfulness for 
my parents and grandparents, and 
the church that had nurtured my 
childhood faith.   
     My heart was warmed by the 
memory of vacation Bible schools, 
summer camps, and friendships 
that have stood the test of time. I 
recalled those who had nourished 
my faith by encouragement and 
example. I could trace God at work 

LUZ SALDAÑA ON UNSPLASH.COM

in ways I had not really thought 
about before.  
     Since then I began to keep a 
journal, and have learned to appre-
ciate the daily exercise of the prayer 
of examen. One regret is that I took 
so long to take up this practice!  
     But I am certainly grateful 
that my volunteering to help out 
a friend led me to the adventure 
which changed my life. 
     The older I get, with my parents 
and grandparent no longer around 
to remind me of my history, the 
more aware I am of the need to 
keep track.  
     One of my favourite books 
is How the Irish Saved Civiliza-
tion, by Thomas Cahill. In it he 
reminds us that if it had not been 
for the scribes in the isolated mon-
asteries of Ireland, much of what 
we know about the classical world 
and our cultural history would 

have been lost.  
     They copied and preserved most 
of the documents from the ancient 
world that have informed western 
thought. We have all been shaped and 
influenced by words recorded over the 
centuries by Homer, Plato, Herodotus, 
St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and 
the great Christian mystics.  
     This also brings to mind other 
classics. Where would we be with-
out Chaucer, Shakespeare, Tenny-
son, Dickens, and the philosophers 
of the enlightenment?  
     Thousands of poems, plays, 
historical accounts, philosophical 
musings, and of course, the Bible, 
have taught and challenged us to 
think about our place in the world.  
     The Bible is full of injunctions to 
tell our stories to one another. We 
are called upon again and again 
to recall the wonderful works of 
God. The first Christian disciples 
were told to witness to what they 
had seen and heard.  
     It’s our privilege and our man-
date to share what we know about 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spir-
it. It’s not an option; it’s a com-
mandment.  
     Being able to articulate our faith 
is essential for us if we take our 
mission as Jesus’ disciples seriously 
in this world. Writing down how I 
got to where I am, describing where 
I have been and where I am now, 
has been a challenge and a delight.   
     Whenever I read Psalm 90, with 
its reminder of the brevity of this 
current life, I am grateful that I have 
been able to recall and record it. 
     I’ve said it before, and I’ll say 
it again: Share your stories. Tell 
them to your children and grand-
children. Tell them to your faith 
community. Spread the good news 
wherever you go. 
Blessings, 
Eva

Share your stories!
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BMC partially  
reopens 
BMC continued from page 1

still planning to travel home in 
March, and everything was going 
smoothly at school. 

At the beginning of March, I 
could see travel was getting com-
plicated so I cancelled my trip, 
and tried to prepare the school for 
what might be coming our way. 

No one could believe me, but in 
less than three weeks all schools 
in Uganda were closed.

Again, there was no sense of 
urgency. All of us expected this 
to be a short-term thing, and we 
would reopen within a month’s 
time. 

Well, within a month, I found 
myself giving away a month’s 
worth of food before it spoiled. 
(That food was meant to take us 
to the end of term.)  
As one month became two, then 
three months and so forth, I 
began to panic, fearing what this 
would do to the school and the 
impact it would have on the staff 
and students. By July I found it 
necessary to launch an appeal for 
help.

The response was tremendous. 
I’m so grateful for the positive 
response I received from Bishop 
David, the ACWs and churches 
across the diocese. The funds that 
have been sent or are on the way 
are going to make a great differ-
ence in the coming months and in 
the new year.

A few weeks ago, the govern-
ment decided, in its wisdom, that 
schools should partially open, 
and that finalists could return to 

A student’s temperature is checked before entering the 
school.

PAUL JEFFRIES PHOTOS

school. This means the senior stu-
dents of each section (elementary, 
middle school, and high school) 
would return and complete their 
school year and sit final exams. 

For many private schools like 
Bishop McAllister, partial open-
ing would be very challenging fi-
nancially. The number of students 
returning would not cover oper-
ating costs, even with cutbacks, 
before even considering the 
accumulated costs of maintaining 
schools while closed or the costs 
of implementing the SOPs (stan-
dard operating procedures) issued 

by the Ministry of Education. 
Some private schools chose to 
simply not open.

But thanks be to God, Bishop 
McAllister College was not in the 
same position as others. Because 
of our unique facilities and finan-
cial support from overseas, we 
have been able to reopen relative-
ly smoothly. 

There were a couple of hectic 
weeks trying to put everything 
in place, restructuring and orga-
nizing teachers who were being 
called back. We helped them 
BMC continued on page 5

Everyone must wash their hands and wear a mask before entering  
school buildings. Portable washing stations have been set up in several 
sites on campus.
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adjust to new working conditions 
and even subjects they may have 
not been teaching prior to the 
schools closing.

I’m happy to report that on 
Oct. 15, we successfully reopened 
for finalists. We were inspected 
a few days before to see that we 
had met all the new SOPs, and we 
were given a certificate allowing 
us to open. 

One of the big challenges for 
most schools was how to meet the 
requirement of social distancing 
in classrooms. For many schools 
it meant taking one class and di-
viding it into five classes, multiply 
the teaching lessons and cost by 
the same number. 

But as I mentioned, our facili-
ties saved us. While I might never 
have anticipated this, the library 
now houses the two classes from 
middle school, the dining hall, the 
high school class, and the Chap-

el of St. John the Evangelist the 
elementary class. 

It is a whole new world for 
students (and teachers) as they 
arrive at the gate. Masks have to 
be worn before entering (and on 
at all times). 

The next step is to have your 
temperature checked, then to 
wash your hands and have your 
property sprayed. Throughout the 
school we have placed new hand 
washing stations at dorms, class-
rooms, and kitchen to encourage 
frequent hand washing, and signs 
and posters are scattered every-
where offering reminders of what 
we should be doing. 

Wearing our masks, washing 
our hands, not touching our face, 
and social distancing are part of 
school life now. So far, we off to a 
good start. Staff and students will 
have their temperature checked 
on a daily basis.

The finalist program will take 
us up until May 3rd when the last 

exam will be completed, though 
normally that happens in early 
December. 

As for all the lower classes, we 
don’t know what the future holds. 
Their future will be revisited in 
January, but it is unlikely that any-
thing will change for them before 
this program is completed. 

No doubt the road ahead is 
long and will be full of challeng-
es. But I’m confident that we are 
prepared to meet and overcome 
whatever comes our way. 

Of course, none of this would 
be possible without the prayers 
and financial support that have 
provided us with such wonderful 
facilities, and the financial sup-
port that has come in response to 
our appeal for assistance.

On behalf of everyone here, 
thank you so much for your 
continued love and support. God 
bless!  
The Rev. Canon Paul Jeffries is rec-
tor at Bishop McAllister College.

Bishop McAllister College partially opens amid pandemic
BMC continued from page 4

Rules we are all familiar with are displayed at the entrance to BMC. At right, 
a student’s temperature is taken before she is admitted to the school. 

PAUL JEFFRIES PHOTOS
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Hammond River 
ACW celebrating 
110th anniversary
BY CLEO CYR &  
GAIL EASTWOOD

In October the Anglican Church 
Women of the Parish of Hammond 
River celebrated 110 years of faith-
ful service, love and caring within 
the parish and beyond. 
     When formed in 1910 the ACW 
was originally called the Hammond 
River Branch Women’s Auxiliary.  
The original membership fee was 
$0.10 with an increase in 1924 to 
$0.15 and ‘modest’ increases since 
then. 
     Needless to say, many events 
have occurred since 1910, a sig-
nificant one being the loss of the 
original Holy Trinity Hammond 
River church building to a forest 
fire on May 18, 1920.   
     Much of the furniture was saved 
and is still used in the ‘new’ Holy 
Trinity building consecrated in 
Hammond River in 1923.   
     A delightful ‘Historical Sketch’ 
written by Mary Caroline Prince 
dated Oct. 20, 1970 highlights a 
section of previous minutes dated 
in 1953 that “A special Thanks-
giving Prayer was offered, having 
in mind the narrow escape expe-
rienced at the railway crossing a 
few minutes earlier by five of the 
members enroute to the meeting in 

Lynn Browne, Kathy Fergurson, Brenda Bowron, Gail Eastwood and former 
president Karen Kalverboer (who died July 2020). This picture was taken at our 
“Crazy Hat” party where we invited ACW members from St. Luke’s Gondola 
Point and St. Augustine’s Quispamsis.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

a heavy snowstorm;” and in 1960 
that three members vividly re-
member escaping serious injury in 
another near accident.  
     Ms. Prince goes on to reflect 
that are not these events “perhaps 
an illustration of the same Di-
vine Providence that has guarded 
and guided this Hammond River 
Branch throughout its 60 years, 
through two great wars, through 
fire, which left us without a church 
building, and through flu — the 
worst epidemic in history?  
     “Sometimes our work has 
seemed very insignificant, and we 
have often felt discouraged, but 
looking backward now, over the far 
view of 60 years, we are thankful 
and proud to have been permitted a 
share in the Master’s work.”  

     This wonderful 12-page his-
torical sketch depicted a vibrant 
community of women who actively 
supported their parish and com-
munity. Although members have 
changed over the years, the past 50 
years have been no less eventful.  
     Over the past 110 years many 
great causes have been supported 
including Foster Parents, the Red 
Cross, Save the Children Fund, 
The Jubilee Fund, Sunday School 
by Post and Radio, the Canadian 
Bible Society, Camp Medley and 
years and years of donated quilts, to 
name but a few.  
     More recently the group’s focus 
has been to support various wom-
en’s groups, the Parish of Ham-
mond River mission work and 
young women attending the Bishop 
McAllister College in Uganda.  
     As we celebrate this 110th an-
niversary, we mourn the loss of all 
members, but most especially and 
most recently our past president 
Karen Kalverboer. 
     We dedicate this 110th anniver-
sary to her and to all the wonderful 
women who “held together” over 
the years in mission, prayer and 
faithful service to our Lord and 
Saviour. 
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Pie Day at 
Apohaqui ACW 
It has been a difficult year for ev-
eryone, this COVID year of 2020 
— a few gains and many losses. 
For the Apohaqui ACW it has 
been such a year. 

Each year, as fundraisers, we 
organize plant sales in the spring. 
During the summer we host a tea, 
decorating Medley Hall with sil-
ver, doilies and antiques; and late 
in the year, we hold a very popu-
lar Christmas Tea & Bazaar. 

But with COVID restrictions, 
all events were cancelled. Late 
September, our ACW president, 
the late Marylou Wiggins, sug-
gested that the ACW make/sell 
apple pies, with hopes that we 
might get 100 apple pie orders.  

It has been a daunting task, 
but with the help of community 
friends, we’ve worked together, all 
the while social distancing, filling 
orders for 180 apple pies! 

We are delighted with this ac-
complishment, but saddened with 
the recent loss of three Apohaqui 
ACW members: Betty Main, 
Laura Stockdale and Marylou 
Wiggins.  

Submitted by Nicole Bent,  
Apohaqui ACW president.



Farraline Place News
COVID-19 has made our annual fundraising 
dinner impossible. Instead, we are holding a 
‘virtual dinner.’ 

Tickets are $50 per person. We would be 
overjoyed to receive your donation of that or 
more. 

For donating and for information, call Sharon 
Simms at 452-8909 or home administrator 
Judy O’Donnell at 455-6443. Thank you! 

        www.farralineplace.com
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ACW in St. Andrews marks Minister Appreciation Month
The ACW at All Saints Church 
in St. Andrews has not met since 
our picnic meeting last summer.       
We do most business by email or 
ACW group on messenger. 
     But this fall, in partnership 
with the Youth & Family and 
Fellowship & Communication 
committees, we sponsored our 
first Minister Appreciation Ac-
knowledgement.  
     Four food trays were prepared 
with homemade bread, apple pie, 
squares, cookies and fudge. The 

trays were wrapped and decorated 
with a thank you note. 
     The groups delivered to four 
ministers — Archdeacon John 
Matheson, the Rev. Jim Crighton; 
Bob Cheatley (soon to be or-
dained), and the Rev. Kevin Borth-
wick — and they seemed very 
pleased to receive recognition.  
     As well, members of all three 
groups left food in the Parish Hall 
freezer in the event that Arch-
deacon Matheson needs a quick 
lunch.   

     Text of the thank you note: 
Minister Appreciation is a world-
wide recognition of our clergy to 
say thank you for your hard work 
and dedication in all that you do 
in looking after our flock so well. 
It is held the second Sunday in 
October. Google tells us there are 
many ways to say thank and we 
have chosen food! Please accept 
this food tray as a small token of 
our appreciation. 
Submitted by Cathy Smith, ACW 
president.  
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COVID  
QUILTING
 
The ladies of St. Mark’s ACW 
in the Parish of Westmorland 
working on their quilts. With pre-
cautions like social distancing in 
place, it is relatively easy to meet, 
chat and work away during this 
pandemic. Photo by Linda Fury


