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Mitten Tree 2020 

 

Do  you want to participate in this years mitten 

tree? Mittens will be delivered to the church on 

Saturday, November 20th. The wrapped gifts 

with mittens taped to the outside need to be 

returned to Our Savior’s by Sunday, December 

6th. If you’d like to claim one or more mittens, 

please see the sign up sheet in the Narthex or 

contact either Pastor Jayson or Shiann so we can 

get an accurate count. Thank you for supporting 

our community.  

GIVING 

If you would like to continue to give to  

Our Savior’s please visit  

oursaviorslaurel.org/give 

Or send a check directly to the church at 707 

W. 3rd Street in Laurel.  

If you haven't heard, Our Savior’s is now 

equipped to take credit and debit cards for 

electronic giving! We are excited to be able to 

offer this new feature for a quick and easy 

option while you’re visiting us!  

Thank you for all you do to support Our 

Savior’s Lutheran Church and our 

community!  
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Do you follow Our 
Savior’s on Facebook? 

There you’ll find current 
events, previous 

sermons and other 
important information.  

Covid-19 Updates 

On Sunday, May 3, the church was able to open its doors to the public 

with strict guidelines. We would love to see you at Sunday worship if 

you are healthy and well. Face masks are required as you enter and 

exit the building while socializing and you must maintain social 

distancing. Select pews have been taped off and hymnals have been 

removed for the time being.  

 

Sunday School for All 
 

Sunday School’s beginnings are not all that clear, many organizations are attributed 
to having started Sunday School. Despite not knowing who started Sunday School, all 
of the stories about Sunday School have one thing in common, they were all started 
to provide Christian Education to the children who could not or were not receiving it at 
home.  These children may have been orphans, indentured servants, or who’s 
parents were illiterate. Over the years it became a substitute for Christian Education 
in the homes, and often a time for parents to be without their children. Now, there is a 
movement to integrate Christian Education across generations. What we have 
learned is that children (and adults) learn more when they learn together and can 
continue having conversations after the hour of Sunday School is over. Hopefully at 
Our Savior’s we can appreciate the different generations interacting with one another, 
learning from and with one another, and above all create lasting relationships. Are you 
ready to start a new chapter in the Sunday School history books?  

Easy Ways to Give 

Do you shop on Amazon? You can donate to our Savior’s by shopping at 

smile.Amazon.com and choosing Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Laurel. 

 

 

Do you have a policy with Thrivent? You can direct your 

Choice Dollars to Our Savior’s!  The deadline for designating 

Choice Dollars is March 31st.  
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Apocalyptic Hope  
 

  

I have often wondered why apocalyptic texts were chosen to be used 
during Advent. Advent is a season of hope and anticipation, and these texts 
seem to project fear and dread. In my mind I was able to justify the use of 
these texts with the understanding that  Advent used to be a season of 
repentance and preparation just like Lent. Even with this knowledge I still 
had a hard time understanding why we would still use these apocalyptic 
texts leading up to Christmas. Last week I finally had a break through while 
talking with another pastor, and in the midst of 2020 I am glad that we have 
use these texts. 

 

For thousands of years Christians have been experiencing distress. In 
Biblical times, they were being executed in horrific manners for their beliefs. 
There have been plagues, wars, and persecution. If it wasn’t for religious 
persecution, the history of the United States would be different. During 
many of these times, different factions of Christians have predicted that the 
end times were near. St Paul, believed that Christ was going to return in his 
lifetime, 2,000 years ago! 

 

Despite these times of distress God has remained faithful and present to 
creation. This presence gave Christian’s hope to persevere and sometimes 
even thrive. In 2020 I have heard time again that people are seeing and 
experiencing signs of the end times. While I don’t necessarily believe that 
these are signs of the end times, I am drawn to these stories of God’s 
faithfulness in difficult times. These apocalyptic texts give me hope in the 
midst of 2020 because I am reminded of how faithful people have faced 
adversity many times in the past, and yet God’s love prevailed. I don’t know 
what will happen in the future regarding the pandemic or election, I do know 
God is present, God is faithful, God will have the final word, and this give 
me hope is times of distress.  

 

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Jayson  



The Connection — Page 4 

 

The Crossings 
   Lorna Oversen,  Maria 
Metzger, Helen Jasbeck,  

Len & Lois Bestrom 
 

St. John's in Billings  
Schar Ruff 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

Martin Mikkols  November 10 

Max Brown   November 14 

Eli Weisenberger  November 17 

Jean Olson   November 20 

Jansma Family, Branstetter Family, 

Gratwohl Family, Glenda Manweiler 

& Sheila Manweiler, Myrna Schaller, 

Norma Brown,  Fritz Steinback,  

Lorna Oversen,  Jan Schock, Helen 

Jasbeck & Family, Herman Family, 

Cindy Herman, Diane Oversen,  

Judy & Jim Worden, Harriet 

Mikkola, Scharlotte Ruff, Shirley 

Hanson, Louitha Clayton, Jim & 

Donna Whitford,  Raychel Hust, 

Phyllis Greer, Waller Family. 

If you wish to be added to the prayer chain, please contact Pastor Jayson at 406-530-

5077.  Be clear on how much information you want shared and with whom.  If you 

know of someone in need a prayer, please ask them permission and  we will add 

their name to the list without details. 
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Christikon Clips 

November 2020 

Information for our Congregations 

  

  

Our summer calendar is set and on our website (christikon.org). If 
you have questions about the 2021 season or would like to register, 
give us a call or do so online. It was a powerful summer of ministry 
this year, and we look forward to welcoming you to camp in the new 
year. 

  

The 2020 Annual Meeting is Sunday November 15
th

. We’ll tell sto-
ries from the summer and share plans for the 2021 season, con-
struction, and much more. 

Please note both our meeting format and time change this year. Due 
to COVID concerns we meet online via the Zoom platform, and will 
send connection instructions to congregations and Delegates in early 
November. Because this negates the need for travel, the meeting 
will start at 1pm. 

  

We continue to hold you in prayer as together we navigate these un-
certain times. We also trust in, and give thanks for, a God who prom-
ises to never let us go, no matter what life throws our way. May God 
bless you and yours as we move through fall and towards the holiday 
season and the new year. 

Thank you as always for all the ways you support Christikon. 

  

It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in 
Christ— exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life to-

gether. 

  

CHRISTIKON ●   1108 24th Street West  ●  Billings, MT 59102 

406 656-1969  ●  secretary@christikon.org  ● www.christikon.org 


